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eFTER nine ysus' perseTeruice the task I Tolnnttrily 
onderiook has been oocomplislied. Every porochuJ 
ehnrch in the cil; and count;, with as maoy of the chapek 
and district chnrclieg as, from their importance, seemed to 
require special notice, have been described, vith likewise % 
few other Mck^astical fabrics on the borders of adjwntug 
oonntiee, which, from their historical associstioiis or stately 
architecture, poateas & peealiar iutereM. The pngrcsa of 
the work has been prodoctiTe of gr««t and eontiiMioiu 
pleMore to me, much of which nas derived abstnotedly 
from the pmsuit itself, and scarcely leas from die many 
kind BSBOiancee of approbation and the assistance I have 
received at the hands of both clergy and ]titj. If in 
some instances I have spoken freely in the way of censure 
or approval, it has been irom no nnworthy moWve, but 
vnth an abiding sense of my own incompeteDce for the 
task, and an honest wish to aMist, however humbly, in 



T,Coo<^le 



the porifiotion of our church, the promotion of a proper 
obsemuioe of her Berrices, and the deoeot restoratioii of 
her deoajed &brics. lu the deaoriptioii of the churches 
themselres the profeasiomd reader will find mnch to exenae 
and oTerkrak ; an aaiatonr'B knovledj^, derived from boola 
and a few hasty glaocee at ezisting architeet^ire, being 
necessarily not very prolbnnd. 

My normeet thanb and gratitude are due to the noble 
Earl who has bo condescendingly gijea me his name and 
patronage (or Una work; also to the gentlemen in TBlions 
parts of the comity who hare fcjndly aaueted mj inquiries 
by infbimatian and perwmal literary services ; likewiea to 
Mr. Bnlt, of Evesham, and Ur. T. R. Hadley, of Caidtenham, 
for the loan of the engravings which illuatiate the present 
Tolome ; sad bstly, to the general pubUo, who, with a 
libenlity Ux beyond my deserts or ezpeetationi^ have 
eomtantly eneonraged the worli as it pmgremod. 

Dr. JiAamm says (and for onee feelingly) that we never 
do aoythiog GtHudooslj for the last time — if it be some- 
thing wUch we have been long in the habit of diung — 
without Bsdnees of heart. The tenth of thia observattm 
I now feel pecnliarly. It conld not be that nine yean of 
my life ehonld have been spent in intimate commnnioaticHi 
with my patrons, friends, and readers, without begetting 
a lastnig adachment to them, and a shrinking &om the 
arrival of the day wheo I must bid them adieo. That 
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period bM Kt length (fpnwebsd, and hen we put, foAtift 
tar erer. ¥et Bhonld drcuiimtaDcea hereafter rendei it 
neecBBuy tor me to quit the citj of 1117 lubption — la 
whicfa I am bound bj eo nunj tiea of ftffeolion and 
ftiendebip — I shall have ti leaat left behind me > memo- 
rial ef a long and [iliiiiiiii|[ connection thareirith — a token 
of bapper days ; while the reoolleetioit of nnmeioas frienda 
and »gi««bte soenes cannot Cul to be cheriahed in my 
mhid by tiie pocmeioo of this little work, now fbrtniuttely 
completed. Thus will it again and again recal the shadows 
of the pwtt and reatose to the imannaiMn " the old fc"iiii**> 
faces " and the beanteona landaoLpca of Woroestenbire. 

It seoued neoMury that, on the oonehision of these 
aketehea, an abatratit of Uie more itriklng eoolealaHtical 
ftetores of the coon^ shonld be appended, inolndiDg a 
few general remains on the varions atylea and othar peeu- 
liarittes of its religious structnree. This part of the task, 
hewerer, has been perfimned by another and ttx abler pen, 
hi a work, ratStled "A Haodbook of English Ecclcnokigy," 
pnblidied in 1847 by the Ecclesiolog^cal late Cambridge 
Camden BocEety, Erom which 1 extract the aabjoined analyns 
of t^ 
FBATDRES OP THE WORCESTEBSHIRE CHURCHES. 

" In this eonnty, as in other adjoining ones, the sandstone 
niat«rial oommcsily used is soft and perishable, bo that 
allbongh there ia no laek of good churches, (he eztenul work 
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in oAen ill preserved. This will be very evident in Worceatei' 
Cathedml, where stone of i^ffereot coloon is employed, but 
all nmeli deeafed; and itaoagh its external character is 
nnasnallf plain for so large and grand a chnreh, the few 

Terj much wasted. 

" The Woroettershire chnrehei are often irregolftr in thdr 
plan, and seem to follow no general mle as to anatigementi 
The cleresloi]' is nnuanal, except in the larger and finer 
obnrohes ; in many of the smaller onea there is no tower, 
but only a wooden b^frj'; indeed, the extensive osc of wood 
about the chorchee in some parts of tbe county is ratb» 
remarkable, not m^^y in bdfries and pordies (of which 
latter are some elegant exampl«e), but in tlie constmction of 
the chord] itself, and in the anade dividing the aisles, as at 
St. Leonard's, Ribbeslbrd. 

" The village chnrchee are often small, and smnetimeB 
withont aisles, sometimBB with only one, and perhaps a tran- 
septal chapel ; but many have portions of Early Norman vnirk, 
especially in the district between Worcester and the borders 
of Herefordshire. On the borders of Oloucest^rshire and 
Warwickshire a finer slene is need, and towen are more 
general Stone spires are not nn&eqnent, mostly of Third- 
Foinled character, and some of eonuderable height and 
beauty, as St. John's, Bromsgrove, St Andrew's, War«»ter, 
St. Nicholas', Siagsnorton, St. Edborga, Yardley, St Gregory, 
Tredingttai, St Maiy, Oldswinfbrd, ftc 

" Whether &om negleot or from being ill built originally, 
many churches of this county have their walls and arcades 
much out of &e perpcmdicnlar ; and it is a lamentable bet, 
that an annaually large proportion of the original cbnrches, 
eepedally in popoloiis parishes, have been destroyed and 
rebnilt in a barbaroos style, some about a hundred years ago, 
others mnch more recen^y^ Of the eleven parish chnndtea of 
the oit? of Wocoester, only fonr have escaped bang rebnilt. 
"After the Cathedral chiuch of the diocese, the &no oouventnal 
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ohnrdies of Fenbore, and St. U»ry'», Grettt HrIvwd, uid the 
bean^fnl uid cnriooB one of St Giles, Bredon, ocenpT- ths flnt 
tftok in the eccleeiotog; of this coontf. That of St. Andreir, 
Praahore, mnat have been nugnifieent when completo, jud^g 
frooi tbe grandeur of the ehoir, whid ranuni perfect. Other 
handsome chnrcbee, with fknooB good portions, az« St. MafB, 
Kiddennimter, St. John's, BremigTOTe, St. Qw^dd'b, Chad- 
deslef Corbett^ St. L&wroKe, fTorthfield, St Oregory, Tred- 
ii^taii, &e. 

" Komuui work is freqoestlj eeen, eeperiaH? in da<nB and 
chaoeel arcbea. Tbe aichea and pien of St Maiy'a, Great 
HalTem, aie of this style, and the remains of the nave and 
tianseplB at PenborO] also the nsTe of St. Giles's, Bredon, 
which ii kte, and mach enriched. There are other spedmens 
of this style at SL Caasyra's, Chaddesley Corhett, St Leonard's, 
Cotheridge, Holy Trini^, EcUngtim, and the tower of St. 
Mary's, Tenbnry, betddes nometODt doors, of which a curious 
specimen is at St Peter's, Pedmore. 

" Fint-Pointed work occurs ia great beauty in tlie Cathedral 
of Woreeeter, the interior of which is very grand ; and the 
beantifbl choir of St. Andrew's, Penhore, nliich is grained ; 
also in &e chancel of St Lawrence's, Northfield, a very fine 
«xan^le,and InparlBof theoborchesof St Gregory, Trediogton, 
St. Cassyiai, Chaddesley Corbett, St Mary, Broadwas, St John, 
BromglOTe, and St Peter and St Lawrence, Powiek. 

" There is a beautiful Middle-Pointed chancel at St Caa- 
syou's, Chaddesley Corbett, and aoother fine example in the 
Bonth chapel of St Mary's, Broadwas, also the obancel of St 
Mary's, Ridderminsler. 

" The most striking Third-Pointed ^edmen is the chtnr 
and most of the exterior of St. Mary's, Great Malvern. The 
abhey gate-tower, and the two ohurches at EveBham, are also 
enriched emunples of this style, and tlie Dare and tower of 
St Mary's, Kiddermuister. 

" The styles are in some inetAnces much mixed together. 

" Mcnumental bmesw and tombs of good work are by no 
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le of macb bskoty ocenr at St. Ktry't, 
KiddermioBter, St. Oilee's, Bredon, and ebewhare. At Clutd- 
deele;, Bredon, and Kiddsimliutra', are good tr^ila ledUis, bat 
they are not very oommon in the oonntj. Tbere is not mncli 
good BcreeD-wurk, and rood-lofts an aaaee. 

" Then an eeveral fine gpeoimeiu of enatiutia tiles, MpedaUf 
at St. Hary'fl, Great HalTern, St. Giles's, Bredon, and S(. 
Mary's, Broadvoa. 

" Some fine punted glaoe at Chaseley, Great MalTem, and 
Bredon. 

"A fine Norman font at Chaddedey and aoine other good 
ouee of different i^lea, may be foimd, bat they do not B«em 
geaattHj to be eqoal to those of tnany other counties." 

WtretiUr, F^rvart, I&54. 
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eINCE the eubjoiaed sccoant of the old church at 
Madreefield was written, a new one iae been erected 
there. I Bball first, therefore, briefly deacribe the 
new edifice, and then introduce the original article. The old 
dnrch being dilapidated and incommodious, the lale Earl of 
Beancbamp in the year 1852 oommenced the erectiDn of a 
t»w one on the dame cate, near the ancient &milj maoHon. 
It was completed at the close of 1 853. Mr. Pngin, jun., was 
the architeot, and Mr. Myers, of Loudon, the bailder. A 
beautiful east window of stained glass, given by the Countess of 
Beauchamp, was furnished by Mr. Hardmac, of Binmngham. 
The enbjeots comprised in the window are—in three lower 
compartments, the AmiunciBtian, Nativity, and Adoration of 
die Ma^ ; in the three upper, the Agony in the Garden, the 
Crucifixion, and the Reeurrection. 

The church, which consiats of chancel, nave, north chapel, 
stone porch on south of nave, and bell turret over the western 
gable, is calculated to accommodate two hundred persons, and 
is an exceedingly neat if not handsome specimen of the Deco- 
rated style, abounding with beautifully executed carvings, in 
corbel heads, foliage, &c. The corbels to the window mouldings 
are coupled heads, male and female ; those supporting the 
wall-pieces of the open roof are imgels, with scrolls ; those of 
the east window, internally, are bishops — and externally, a 
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king and queen ; sod the arch of the olupel ia adorned with 
the heads of Peter and Paul, and bnncbea of ivy and vine 
leaves on the soffit of the arch. 

The old funily mansolenln baa beea allowed to remun 
unaltered on the Dorth aide of the chnrch. A most beautiAil 
and exqui^tely carved octagonal font has been placed here. 
On its rim ia the inscription, in r^sed church t«xt, " Except 
a man be Iwrn again he cannot we the kingdom W heaven ;" 
and on the pedestal, " This font waa presented to t^e church of 
MadrcBfield by John Reginald Pindar, third Earl of Beaa- 
champ, 18fi2." On the facee of the fbtil are emblems of the 
Evangelists, the Hoi; Ghost, the crown of thuns, &e. 

EmboBomed in loftj' trees and shrubber]', and nestling under 
the wing of the ancimt seat of the Lj^ione and the Biscys, 
stands the Uttle ehuivh of MadresGeld, snrronnded by rich 
park sceDei7, and commaading a close view of the thriving 
town of Great MaJveru, reposing pieaaanCly at the base of 
the hills. The church, which is an oblong building, having 
on the north ude a dtapel and also an attached building which 
was erected in 1816 as a cemetery for the Lygon fiunily, was 
probably built in the Eariy Ei^Ush period, when there lingered 
yet some affection for the almost exploded Norman style ; it 
has both lancet and Norman lights, and the chapel arch is 
semi-circular. The east and vest windows are of later date, 
and have three lights. The roof is aemi-hexagonal, and tied 
with cress beams. The walls all round are covered to a hnght 
of several feet with a dark wood wainscot, which, at the east 
end, riaes into tbe shape of an *' altar-piece," obBtruclJng a 
great part of the east window. All above the vainscot is 
whitewashed. Externally the walls are supported by diagonal 
bnttreeses ; there is a wooden porch and a small bell-c»t over 
the western wall. The font is a little marble basin, □□ a tall 
and slender shaft, the cover being raised and lowered by means 
of a pulley and block. The chapel is now occupied by Earl 
Beauchamp's. &mily pew. The nobis earl's anus are punted 



^iT,Coo<^[c 



in the east window, and the family " hatchmcnta " and a few 
moaamenls depend from the walla. A brief sketch of the 
pedigree of this ancient &mi]y is neeeseary here. The famil]' 
of LjgaQ is of Nonnaa desctmt, and came into England with 
William the Conqaeror, thoujjh I cannot diecoTer, to quote 
Lord Byron's verse, how many 

"Huon 

In the uxteentb of Edward III, I find a William Lygon, 
a gentlemui bearing coat armour, whoae descendant, Thomas 
Lygon, in the seventh year of Henry T, martied Joan, heiress 
of the iioble and knightly bmilj of De Bracy, from whom the 
Lygona, as hdra general, inherited the manor of Madresfietd. 
Hia grandson, Richard Lygon, Esq., married the Hon. Anne 
Beauchamp, second daughter sod coheiresB of Sir lUchard 
Beancbamp, seeotid and last Baron Beauchamp, of Powicit, 
with whom he had Beauchamp'a Court, and inherited other 
estates in Worcestershire, By her he had issue, Sir Richard 
Lygon, Knight, of Madresfield, whose grandBon, Richard, 
married Mary, daughter of Sir Thomas Russell, of Streneham. 
Thar son, Sir William Lygon, represented Worcestershire in 
the Parliament convoked in the thirty-first of Elizabeth and 
the first of James I. Hia grandson. Colonel William Lygon, 
who, in the memorable stm^le between King Charles and 
the Parliament, embraced the side of the latter, was one of ths 
(JommissionerB nominated by Majer-General Wballey (cousin 
of the future Lord Protector, Cromwell) to treat for the 
Burrender of the dty of Worcester to the Parliamentacy 
fbrces ; aod it was stipulated b the articles of capitulation that 
ColoDel Lygon, who had been disposseesed, should he restored 
to his bouses and estates. This was in 1646. At a later 
period his house at Madresfield was again taken by the 
Boyalvts, but was recaptured by a detachment of Parlia- 
mentariane, under Major Mercer, a few days before the battle 
of Worcester. The Colonel suffered heavily, no doubt, by 
the spoils and ravages of civil war ; and when his party had 
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eattbliabed their predomiiiMice he waa compensated oat of 
the forfeited estates of hia relative, Sir Williiua Rnsgell, of 
Stremiham, to the extent of several tboneand pounds. During 
the protectorate of Croiawell, Colonel Williun Lygon was B 
member of » High Comnussioii Court, coustitated bj ordinuiee 
dated June ISth, IGfil, for trying OMM of high treason. Hia 
son, WiUiaa Lj^on, Esq., married, in 1688, Margaret, tbe 
daughter and briresa of Thomas Corbjn, Esq., of Hall End, 
Warwickshire, by whom he had three eons, who left no ieme 
to eurrive, and a daDghter, Margaret L;gou, who married, 
first, Reginald Fyndar, Esq., of Kemplej, GiDueesterahite, and, 
Becondly, — Biddolph, of Ledbuij, in the cbnrch of which 
town she lies interred. By her fimt hnsband she bad three 
sons, the eldest of whom, Reginald Fyndar, on becoming hmc 
to the Hodresfield property, assomed the surname of Lygon. 
His son and sneveasor, William Lygon, Esq., represented the 
eoonty r^ Worcester in Parliament from 1776 to 1806, when 
he was elevated to the peerage by the title of Baron Beauchamp, 
of Powick, and further advanced, on the let of December, 1615, 
to the dignities of Visconnt Ehntey and Eari Beandiamp. 
He waa succeeded by his son, William Beaochamp, who, 
dying in May, 1823, was succeeded by his brother, John 
Reginald, who, in 1816, assuned, by royal penniswon, the 
surname and arms of Pindar only, instead of those of his 
paternal family of Lygon. He died at his London residence 
on the 22nd of Jannary, ISSS, in the 70tb year of his age. 
The late Earl was married, first, on the 14th of March, 
1814, to the Lady CSurlotte Scott, only daughter of the firtt 
Earl of Clonmell, and, secondly, on the 1 1th of February, 
18S0, to tbe Hon. Katherine Hnrmy, widow of Henry Murray, 
Esq., and third daaght^ of the Baroness Biaye. Leaving oo 
issne by either, he was succeeded in the title and eatatee by 
hia next brother, Lientaiant-Genenil the Hon. Henry Bean- 
champ Lygon, for many yeara the consisteDt, &itlifiil, and 
bi^ly respected representative for West Worcestershire. The 
present Earl entered the army at an early age, and served 
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with distinetimi !n the Ifith Light Dmgooiu during the hut 
war. He mairied, in 1324, Somii CaroliBe, dsnghter of the 
Earl of SL GermanB, by whom he has iaeue tiro iods and one 
daughter; the eldest of the former is ta officer in the Ut Ijfe 
GuardB, and aaamcs the anaiosf title of ViBCOnut Efanky ; 
be bu rocoeeded his Doble &ther in the repicaenCatioa of 
West Worceatemhire. I find that membera of thii andenC 
and noble bmil; served the office of high sherifF of the 
ooontf in the following years — second and fourth Edward VI, 
sixteenth, twen^-uxth, and thirty-fifth Elizabeth, seventh 
James I, twen^-third Charles I, and first James II. It is 
Eud the fomHy have a right to quarter tirenty-seren coata of 

The ehnrch it devoid of Dionnmcntal pomp and display, 
there being b«t three tnonaments on the walls — tc FelioU 
Jemima Ljgon, eldest daughter of Eari Beanebamp, who died 
at Stdmonth in 1BI3 ; to WiUiam Eari Beaachamp, Viscount 
Ehnley, Baron Beauchamp of Powyke, died in 1616, aged 
69 ; and William Earl Beauehamp, Baron Beauehamp of 
Powyke, £ed in 1823, aged 40. A table of charities records 
that — Ann Bull, of H^ow Park, gave £60 to purchase land, 
the proftta of which to go towards leaching poor children of 
Halvem and Madresfleld " to read English and to learn the 
church catedusm without book;" George Dowdeswell, of 
Hadreafield, £75, the interest of which to buy bread to be 
given weekly to the poor ; Thomas Bailey, 10s. ■ year ibr 
ever, charged on an estate at Leigh, for bread to the poor of 
Madrcelield apon Good Friday and St. Thomas's Day ; this 
£76 was mcreased by the Rev. R. Pyndar to £IB0, and 
invested in the three per cents, in the year 1632, in the names 
of Earl Beauchajnp and the liev. C. Hill, rector. AH these 
<iiaricies, I hear, are regularly dispensed. With the exception 
of the cemetery moitioned above, th^re is no consecrated 
ground for borials at Madresfield, but the paiish claims and 
exerdsee the right of sepulture in the hurying-gtoimd of 
GireM Malvern. Madresfield ia a rectoiy in the gift of Earl 



T,Coo<^le 



Beaadump. Value,£23(l. Incumbent, the Rev. G. HiU { 1 S32). 
Car&te, the Rev. Thomas Fhilpolt. Oerb and Bexten,T. Casvell. 
Popul&tioa of the parish ia 1841, 180; in 1S51, 175. There 
ia a school here, which U attended by the ehildren of both 
Madreatield and Newland, at present numbering i2 ; it was 
bnilt bj the late Counteee Beauduuup, and was endowed by 
the late Earl with £3,000. 

The muniiiceiit sum of £60fiOO was bequeathed t>7 the late 
Earl for building and endowing almshouses at Madresfield, for 
decayed and destitute ^ricultora] labourers ; but as under 
the statute of Mortmain it wbh not legal for the testator to 
bequeath to bis tmstees land for the site of the intended alms- 
houses, or inoaey for the purchase of the land, it was stipulated 
in the will that unlem some peiwn would come forward with 
a gift of laud fbr the requiied «te by the 22ud of January, 
18M, the endowment riioald lapse to St. George's Hoqotal, 
London. T beHeve that a mte of eight acres has beoi promised. 

Leaving Hie church, I took a stroll rooud the coort— a liberty 
which I felt might be taken in the absence from home of the 
noble EofI aod femUy. The buildiug beaiB marks of ooa- 
siderable antiquity : it is built of brick ; the front presents a 
principal torrst, in which is the portal, approached by a draw- 
bridge ; there is also a turret on each side, and their tops ore 
respectively divided into two gable temunatious. The andent 
part of the building appeus to have been quadrangular, but 
additions of wings and offiees have subsequently been made^ 
The moat is complete, and ia full of water, as in the olden 
time ; and the inner escarpment is supported by the original 
buttresses. This is one of the very rare instances in which 
a nobleman's modem residence is connected with the past by 
reHca of so complete a kind. The paramtic ivy clings to the 
old walls, and one would fnacy that the vhole ^peoranoe 
of the place, including the little ancient chnnih hard by, is 
veiy umilar to that which it presented some two centuries 
ago, at which time it was beneged by the Parliamentary foroea. 
Oo the 18th of June, 1616, while Woroester was beaiegml by 
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HajOF-Gaier&l Whalle]', C^itMn Blinkow oune froio Mkdrea- 
field );vTi»a to Mi. WxahingtoD, governor of the town, 
aeqnuDting him that their boose was that moTDing Bommoned 
to mrrender. The goTemor aOBwered that CaptaiD Aahton, 
goTcmor of HailK«field for the King, bad asanred him at a 
conncil of war that he could hold out againat all the eneny'B 
foTcee for three monlba at leaat, and therefore expected he 
ahould without an; treaty hold it out a month, and then he 
aboold hear farther ; and if ia the meantime Worceeter city 
ebonld be Ijoatcd for, Madreefield ebonld be included ia tlie 
pri^KiBitioiiB and eonditioaB. The Lygona were oa the Parliv 
ment aide, bat being diqionened of their ganiaon of Madres- 
field, a governor was appointed by the King, and it held oat 
for him till the end of the war. After the eomuder of Oxford 
it hdd ODt till Worcester Bnirendered, tad then bad bononiable 
tenm allowed it. The edifice does not appear to have been 
much iojored daiicg that period of intestine strife, and Ita 
ancient character baa been retained aa far aa wae connitent 
with modem twtiona of comfort. 



igtmlttBii. 



i the farther side of the common whidi the traveller 
B from Worcester to Malvern paases, about two miles 
% before arnving at the latter place, he descries the 
bumble Httle church of Newland. This ia one of the few 
lemaining wooden-&tuned old chnrchee, and ia supposed to 
have been erected in the fifteeDth century. It is dedicated to 
St. Leonard, and ia said to ha»e been formerly a grange or 
&rm belonging to the Frioi^ of Great Malvern. The building 
h merely an oblong mom, with wooden porch on the north 
ude, and b^|.«>t of the same material above, Bormonnted by 
a kind of broach spire — a diminutive epedmen, covered with 
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sheet iron or some Bunilar metaL Od the N.W. there is a 

■rettxy, which wu an addition to the church, odguially iotended 
as a stable for the eniBle'B horse, but about the jear 1833 it 
was enlarged and taken into the chnrch for the accominodatioa 
of the iohabitanla of the Link, and consecnled by the bishop. 
At the time of the erection of the new church at ^le Link, 
tJiis additional room being no longer required, it was oonverted 
into a veatry. In the year 1 B46 the church was reBtored by 
the present incumbent, aunsted by unsolicited eontribufoina 
from nraghbouTS and Mends. The panels tbnned by the wood 
fnme-werk, which were formerly filled with lath and plaster, 
have of Ute yean been repured with brick in many of the 
lower compartments. The windows are of two lights, with 
wood frames. The east window was painted by the lady of 
Captain Aldham, R.N., by whom also the commandments were 
recently ptioted, ftnd the altar-ck)th is the work of the lady 
of the Rot. C. T. H. Bantngnrteii, of Malvern. Tbeae speci- 
mens of taste, skill, and derotion to the serrice of God's 
house, are hi^J; creditable to the lady artists. Formerly the 
walls were covered with scidla and texts in old black leHer ; 
these are now removed, but on the edge of the low chancel 
roof, &rang the congregation, is the inscripldon, on zinc — "You 
shall keep my sabbath, and reverence my sauctnaiy: I am ^e 
Lord;" and over the interior of the entrance door — "Holiness 
becometh thine house, O Lord, for eier." On the wall near 
this door is the record of the follo¥iiDg cbaritiee : Joseph 
Baynes, in 1760, bequeathed 30a. a year, to be psid to the 
poor on St. Thomas's Day ; Thomas Dalby, in 1766, 10s. a year, 
payable &om land, formerly in possession of — Harris ; Caleb 
Rondle left one acre, called " The Poor's Land," the yeariy 
rent of which to be g^ven to the poor of Ifewland on St. 
Thomas's Day. All these charities I was informed by Mr. 
Creeswell, who lives hard by, and who kindly showed me over 
the little hoilding, are still ^thfully administered. The font is 
as ancient a spedmen as I have seen in the county, being a 
plun circular basin, devoid of ornament except a rude kind 
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of stu' nMolt^g; nmiiitig round the Dpper edge ; it is add to 
luve been brought from MsItbth chnreh mui; yean aaea, 
>( the time when ■ new one waa erected then. Wbai the 
ohureh wu repured in 1816 the font wis alio reatoied hj 
the incDmbeat, utd » oover pmenled by the Rev. G. S. Mmin. 
In the vetXrj I found a cop7 of the " PusphisHe of 
Eramnae," in black letter, "printed at London by Edward 
WlulchuFdi," dated 1S22, with a ehvn attached to the cover, 
hy which, in dayi when a highec valne waa aet on boolu, it 
wu fast^ied to a deek. Etuidub wu a Datch KholAr who 
wrote in &tqdt of the principlea of the Refbnnatioii, but waa 
too tinud, in thoee Are and faggot days, to act np to his 
ooOTictimiB. Coleridge aaya of thia work — "Etamnua'g pAm- 
phrase of the New Testament ia dear and explanatory ; bat 
you cannot expect anything very deep from Enamus. The 
only fit eommenbttor on Paul was Luther — not by auy mtaaa 
anoh a gentleman aa the ^leatle, but almost as great a genius." 
Probably Erasmus was not suffidentty metaphyseal for Cole- 
tidge; nevertheleM his writings were io esteemed by the 
Befonners, that an order waa issued by Cnomer to furnish 
every chnreh in the kingdom wifli a oopy. That at Newland, 
which is in exc^ent preaervatiaD, is undoubtedly one of the 
editiont io drcnlated. On one of the blank leavea is written, 
in the style of caUigraphy which prev^ed about 150 or 20l> 
yeaiB ago, the following n 

"A llltk books ■ 



Newland is a perpetual curacy. Tolae about £BS. Patron, the 
Ticar of Great Malvern, tncombeat, 'Rev. Thamaa Philpott 
(1831). Oerk, James Gomey. There are no buriida here, but 
the inhabitftnts have tbe right of sepulture at Great Malvern. 
Population in 1841, 143; in 1851, 140. 
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aJHIKALTERN ibrest, or cluue, we are told, km m oreiy 
ajvlK gniwn as to be called a wildemeaB : it exlended horn 
•QiSiR Tenie on the north to Corse foreet on the aoath, and 
from the Sereni to the top of the hill. Wellond was aocordiagl; 
in the thickest of Uiese royal preaerm, and for many gene- 
latknia waa no doubt tb« aoeiie of feudal selfish&esB, cniel^, 
and eppreasioD. A large atafT waa reqajred to keep up the 
Bfstem — there were fbreaters, verderera, viewere, and riden; 
and iKiiDO grave geatlemen, calling thenwelvea " BencheTBf" 
were used fa at at HanUy eharch (!) "tor the refbnnatioii of 
disorders in the said Chaae." The foreaters, it appeafs, had 
authority to srreet everjr felon or murderer found within the 
Cbaae, and to bring him be&re the chief forester, who held 
of the chief lord in f^ b; a certain rent, or acknowledgment^ 
of au axe and a horn : he had power to ait in judgment ; and 
if the priaoner waa found guilty, on the Terdict of twelve men 
aaaembled from the four nearest townahips, hia head waa to be 
8tmck off with the forest axe, at a place oalled Sewet Oaks, 
withm the Chase, where they always sat in judgment, and the 
body earned l« the top of HalTcm Hill, to a place called 
Baldeyat«,aiid there to be banged. When occaaionally rambling 
on these beantifiil hills, my mind haa frequently reoarred to the 
Bttange scenes formerly enacted here, and marvelled greatly at 
the phyaieal and moral advancement of the worid since the 
time when these poor wretches dangled at the rope's end. 
The prodigious elevation of the gallowa waa intended no doubt 
as "a beacon set on a hiH," to scare offenders in the flui- 
ronnding coautcy ; but how they managed to bang them after 
their beads had been taken off has ever been a mystery to me. 
When dvilisatkin advanced, and swept our island of its super- 
floous foTota, and mana&ctures bornt them down in ignoranee 
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of toti, tins district WH bIro cleared, and iJie greMeM portion 
of the large pariah of Welland became oamnKm ot wnite land. 
Where the boar, die deer, the fox, and the hare, were hunted 
right pay^ly, the gttose and flie donkey took np their abode, 
and kept poaseeraoD, loo, till » mnch later period thaa in moat 
other parishea of this count?, Doticea of ejeotment haring 
betai aerred upon them only within the laat few yean. 
la the seventh year of Ch«rlea I, that portioD of the Chase 
whidi belonged to the king wm ordered to be enclosed, hat 
(he rest was to be left open and free for the eommanera. The 
■««ait eBoloBore of the latter wm promoted by the huidown«re 
BOTeral yean ^^ and was mnch obetrnoted by the Tariona 
olaimanta irota the other nneodoasd parishea of the Chase, as 
kbo by a dispute between Welland and Little Malrem as to ■ 
portion of the common; but the conflicting claims Iibtb at 
length been adjusted by the eommigsioneis, and the respective 
limits defined. Mnoh has been said and aong about oommoa 
lands and the rights of the poor ; and many a poet, with eye 
" in fine frenzy rolling " over the green tnrf of nnenclosed 
wastes, codld see nothing but beauty, liberty, and justice, in 
th^ perpetuation ; bnt iar my own part, aTOwing aa gnat an 
anxiety for the welfare of the poor as dlher poets or philan- 
thiopiats can poaaeas, I perceive in the enelosnre movement 
something better and more justifiahle than the felonioas attempt 
to " steal a common from a goose." Beaudfal it ia, no doubt, 
to Bee the village lads disporting □□ the tnrf, Uur from the 
smoke of factory or din of city traffic, while the labourer is 
bnsily railtivatlng his little oasis of a garden, or watching his 
dock as thej lazily wander ovec the sward and til) fliemselTcs 
to repletion ; but beyond the poetry of the thing there is little 
else to recommend iL The poor really benefit but little by the 
open common system. The commoner was the person who had 
the privilege of turning ont, and then he could only depasture a 
certain number of cattle or sheep, according to his acreage; 
bnt the constant litigatioa arising from the iofringemoit of 
.' rights by the cmetton of hnta, and by one 
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commoner OTentooking to the prejudice of his Delgfabonr, was 
frequentl}' ruiaaos ; moieoTor the inhaliitaDts of Buoh localities 
are invarubly fir behind the dnlioUion of the reet of the 
world, and the syUem eDgendered much vagnucy, diunken- 
neea, and idle end duboneat pnctices. On the other hand, 
an Ample Bet-ofT agaioat the apocryphal advontagea of com- 
moiuDg will be found in (fae greatly increaaed employment of 
labour, the drainage and cnltiratian of lands, the setting-ont of 
new coadg, and aeeommodaUona to the public. The time has 
arrJTed when EIngland requires every inch of its gronnd to 
yield a produce, and ererr means of employniBat to be de- 
Tekiped; and tfae oompUiDt urged in &Toar of dwellers on 
waste lands U as baseless as that of coachmen against the 
rulway Hystem, for where one peraan procured employment 
under the old state of things, at least a dozen are comfortably 
provided for under the new. It must be mentioned, likewise, 
that in the case now before ns every wn^deration hut been 
evinced (or the reaBonabto claims of the inhatnlanta : a recre- 
ation gronnd was set apart tor thwc use, as also a portion for 
cottage allotments [near the Pheasant inn). 

The parish his generally a flat surhee, farming a base to 
the Malvern Hills ; its cultivated portions are nearly equally 
arable and pasture, with nome orcharding, and is famous for 
cider and perry. The houses are few and far between, and a 
oooaderable proportion of these appear to have been erected 
very recently, perhaps in oonsequeooe of the enclosures, the 
population having increased from 489 to S82 in the tm years 
ending 18£1 — a lolaiabty good proof of the advantages of the 
new system ; for in the present crowded eonditbn of old 
oountriee, any plan b; which five persons can be made to live 
oonvenienUy whera only four existed previously in comparative 
discomfiirt, must be bailed with satis&otion. Our anecetMs, 
a century or two ago, had a strange repugnance to the erection 
of new houses for the labouring classog — a feeling which, 
added to the then nnenviable condition of Welland, UKoallj 
and physically, fully accounts for its population having been so 
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thin and scattered. With regard to the cluu^ I hare joBt 
InMi^ht sgunat oar uicesloiB, sa thej are nnable to uuwer 
for thenuelTes, I nay tttte that their motive in refunns home 
aooommodatioa to new oomets who "were not wdl-to-do in 
the worid," and in the pains the^ took to tuher mendinnts 
throagh • pari^ and send them on to the next, woe evidently 
a. design to atave off panperian from thmr own doora ; bnt as 
the panper met with umilar treatment in ever; parieb, m 
&r fnax any reli^ bong gained tbroagh Qk 'cnteneos of the 
" porrodti^a," the burden was peipetoaled in its worst ahape, 
in having to pay, not only for the keep but for the " travelling 
expenses " of the itinerating crew of Tagabonds who then 
intteted the aauntry. I find that when the above-mentioned 
order as to Malvam Chase was given, in the reign of Charles I, 
it was also decreed that no new cottage should be erected bnt 
such as should be warranted by the laws and statntee for the 
maintenance of the poor. In the Towneend M5S. I also find 
the following curious entries on the subject of cottage bnilding 
for the poor: 

"JaiiDarj, USD.— At Chclitmw SeB[OH, at Worcester, omienled to 
and ordared, upon tlw pnuntment id lbs grand Jarj, tbm Ibe mulUluda 
ot coltBga flreetad yo tbe tyiae of ttie late wAr to ba a gr«at« grt«Tince i 

tlw lawH, to ba plucbt downs, ellher upon tlis deesue or rtmoYAl of tbe 
dwsUerv, ADdjf now psnonitie placed therein, t>dng not olds or Impotsnt, 
to be sn^tsd and punlilied according to 31 Ellz. 7/' 

" Jvioarr, 1660' — At Worceeter, upoQ pettCton of the grand Jury, It was 
tbe Court, and hi ordered, Uiat there ihall be no order o( 




But to my enbject. Tbe chiircb and school at Weltand 
being Bitoate at the very extremity of the parish, the inhabitants 
of the opposite end are obliged to avail themselva) of the 
Malvern Wells church for themselves, and the school attached 
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thereto far their children. As Welland is now likely to become 
populong, a new cbnrch will ere long be required ia a more 
central ptirt of the psrish ; ud I And that already, owing to 
the churchyard being ftiU of gravee, an allotment of land has 
been aecured for a oew burial-ground nnder the encloeure. 
The school was built in 1852 by the exertions of the TJcar, 
the Rer. A. B, Lechmere, with the aid of a grant of £3ft from 
the National Society, and is chielty aupported by him and the 
Ee». Other Philpott, the curate, as also a small weekly pay- 
ment by the children ; and I am sorry to hear that the 
landowners lend but UttJe if any Bssistance. There ia a 
fluotnating attendance of between twmt; and thirty children, 
and a few are abo Hent to Hanley. 

The church was rebuilt in 1672, and the tower in 1738. 
The former is a somewhat better gpecimeo of taste and solidity 
Uian the nsaal arobiteotural productions of the last two cen- 
turies. The walls are strong, and the windows, which are 
square-headed, hare massive stone malliauB, with one central 
transom. A pointed arch, with niches on each side, divides 
the nave from tlie chancel. The tower is merely an elevation 
of four plain walls, with gable top, tiled ; and in its west wall 
is a carious httle window, conMsting of sniall "bull's eye" 
panes of glass, ofa near relationship to those used in policemen's 
lanterns 1 There is a gallery at the west end, contaming a 
barrel oi^an, aided by which a few children sing in unison ; 
and T noticed a handsome new font, which was provided prin- 
cipally at the vicar's expense. A picturesque appearance is 
imparted to the church by a luinriant crop of the parawtic ivy ; 
and the neat and clean little chorchyard, adorned with fine 
trees, with (he parsonage on one aide and Mr. Twinberrow's 
farm-house on the other, hmks thoroughly English and mral. 
There is an inscription in the yard, similar to that I found at 
Ripple OD a celebrated giant who tived in that pariah some two 



"All you that pua bf bebrHi mj lengtL, &c." 
From which it would appear that one of these sons of Anak 



^iT,Coo<^[c 



also died at Welland, or else that the tnamp^n vas a genenU 
me, intoided aa well for individuals under the BtaDdard height 
aa for men of Urger growth. On the wall near the entranM to 
the church a tbia inHcriptiun : 

"Neu tb[i pliue l^th fnUrr'd iSa bo6j of Sanh, ttaabsloiad irlh ot 
Ed. WbnkT. of Ihli laHih, jamiu. Bbe wu the joongett daughter of 
Thoi-Lon], bjUu^hUwUB.uid one ortbe cohelreueiof Uut uidtnl 

•iDee the time of tlenr; I, which la near 595 jean i 1728. Bhe left laeue 
bj Ed. Wheelec onlj one daughln, nuued Sarah— 

To live. Ahu, «g momgni wta ua erenl 
Huk how ImparUal la the will of HMien 1" 

Saiah died in 17fiG. In the chancel was a plain stone, with 
the figure of a man inciaed, pra;ring at a book, with tbia 
inscription : 

" Ben I^tti the bod]' of Rob. Pratt, Eent.,wlio depatted thli tnniltory 
life the last of Hatch, ISM; he had luue b; Anne hia wife four unnu 

A ehaiit; table on the wall describea minutely the position of 
eeveral pBTcela of Uiid, amouDting to about ten acres, the 
proceeds of which are distribated omoDg the Wellond poor 
half-ysBj'l;. These lands have become, by the last of a series 
of feoSinenta, dated ISth December, 1828, vested iu the Rev. 
Anthony Berwick Lechmere, Geoi^ and Henry Boulter, 
William Davis, Frauds Green, and Chariea Mayfield Turner, 
upon trust, to receive the rents and profito, and to apply the 
aame, at their discretion, to the nse of the poor ; one moiety 
of the renU to be disCributed on every Good Friday, and the 
other on St. Tboman's Day, at the church porch, or at some 
other convenient place, for that purpose ; and in case none of 
the trustees should attend on those days to malie the distri- 
bu^n, then to permit the minister and cbnrchwardens of 
Welland la pay and apply the rents and profits to the uses 
aforeaaid. These detached parcels of land have been thrown 
together under the enclosure, and convenient exchanges made, 
besidea which a certain allotment of land has been awarded in 
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liea of commonable rights, bj which the property will be mncb 
benefitted. The rent smounts to dClfi,wbicli is regularly paid 
among tbe deserving poor by the feoETeea. It appeara by the 
returns under Gilbert's Act, tbat Mr. William Archer, at some 
remote period, gave £10 to thia parieli ; but this gilt has uot 
been in opeiation within living memory. How neoeasary for 
B Charitable Trusts' Act to secure and regulate pablio bequests 1 
By the same returns it also appears that Charles Mayfield, in 
1 774, gave to tbe poor of this parish a rent charge of Ifia., the 
payment of which is stated in those returns to bare been refused 
BS being Toid under the statute of Mortmain. 

The liriog of Welland is a discharged vicarage, in tbe gift of 
the Lord Chancellor. Net income, £378. Vicar, Rev. A, B. 
Lechmere. Curato, Her. Other Pbilpott. Gerk, Mr. Ward. 
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^tBlg STRANGER pasung through this village wonld con- 
W (A K elude Uiat a few years ago its inhabitants had all become 
^S8^ Chartists and built a " Hail of Science" in connectton 
with tbe old tower and spire of their church, or that it was the 
lecture-ball of a mechanics' institotion about to be wound up 
for want of funds. Surely no other building so barbarous and 
disgraceful is to be met with in the diocese. I do not allude to 
the tower and spire, but to the nave and chancel, which was the 
precious prododioD of the year 1 787. It is of brick and stucco, 
plaster and whitewash. Immense windows, "most fearfully 
and wonderfully made," and some partially bloclied up, aa 
apsidal chancel with low fiat roo^ lUrty deal boxes for seata, 
a kind of borse.«hoe gallet; at the west end, which projects its 
hideous dimenfflons into the naked church, unconcealed by 
pillar or arch, and looking like a wen on the neck of Bome poor 
demented Cretin; — such are some of the features of this 
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ztaiserable spnlog; lor "s, bouse of God." I am told the old 
<^urcli — 'the demoiitkn of which is gi*satly to be regretted — 
WW one of the finest in the ooonty ; and anch was the shocking 
apathy of the time, that even tombatones were made oae of to 
floor passagca and ovena. lo^Tea of bread, not many y«&n 
ago, *ere aeen to come out of the oven at the Manor Farm 
(dien in the occupaUon of Major Bedford], inscribed on the 
lower cruBt as " saered to the memoTj of — — ;" a second 
edition would probably give the name and age of the deceased, 
and a third a list of hia Dumerons virtues. Thus the loaves 
tbemselves tamed ** king's evidence " against the sacrilegious 
hands that had bo iniqaitously constructed this oven. Other 
tombstones which happened to be of limestone were bumtj 
and used with mortar in the construction of the architeetiml 
enormity to which 1 am now directing my attention. The 
bonndariee of the churchyard appear likewise to have been 
nuMt nnwarrantably cnrtailed. There are mx good bells in the 
tower, which were recast in 1833 by T. Meun, successor to 
John KoddaJl, of Gloucester ; and I was informed by the late 
Captun Bayer, who filled the office of churchwarden for 
upwards of half a century, that it is a "maiden peal," 
meaning, they were cast so correotly and perfectly as to 
require neither dipping nor tuning On the tenor is this 
inscriptioil : 

" I OBll In ptayer the UiLng to oHobine i 
Ttaa dud muat bear a louder taaaA Umn mine-" 

On the Ung-tang — 

"Coma any— miks oo dtlay.— A.R.. 1712." 
Above the communion table is a picture of Christ on the cross, 
which at a short distance appears like a sepia drawing, bat on 
closer inspection proves, what I bave since been told, that it 
waa produced by a somewhat corioas if not novel artistic 
process — namely, the application of a hot poker to a wooden 
Burbce. The Rev. William Calvert, cniate of this parish in 
1841 (but DOW Minor Canon of St, Paul's, London), was the 
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artist, and, aa t am infanned, had two Bimilor drawings — or 
rather caaterizatiaiiA — in llie Qreat Exhitiition of lS5t. The 
effect, oouaideTiiig the rudeness of the iOBtnimeDt, is good, and 
evinces mneh skill on tlis part of the operator. There ia a 
remarkable font in this church which is at least as old as the 
early Norman times; it formerly belonged lo Deeriiunt, and 
was for many years used as a lye-tub, baviiig still the hole in 
it which was made for the insertion of the tap. Several of the 
Stone and Mainnraring familiee lie in the chancel, and ebenhere 
is a record of the Bev. H. Salmon, who died in 1829, aged B8. 
Two brasses to a knight and his lady, of the ancient Brogge 
&mily, of EstingtoD, who fiouriehed in the eaiiy part of the 
uxteenth centary, are now in coarse of restoration ; and on 
the west wall is a memorial with this quaint inscription : 



There ia a table of lands belonging to the parish church in 
1838, which amonnted to 16a. 3b. 37f- ; also a table of charities, 
of which the falloHing is a synopsis : Giles Godwin, of Bristol, 
1 G29, gave a messuage then situate on Bristol bridge, which, 
at the rebuilding of the bridge, was sold by Act of Parliament, 
and the money laid out in lands in the parish of Berrow, on 
coDdition that £6. 13s. ^i. should be annually distributed to 
the poor of LongdoD, and the residue for the mainleoance of 
a schoolmaster, to be appointed by the minister and chnich- 
wardens, for teaching the youth of this parish. [The buds in 
question amount to 27a. Ib. 7p., and produce a rental of 
about £3i, which is still applied to the two pnrpDges named. 
New schools and a master's house on a handsome scale were 
built near the church, by subscription, in 1619.] The Rev. 
H. Smith left £100, which purchased 6a. 2r. 31f. for the 
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poor. Otber amaJI sunu &iid parcels of land were left ; and 
■bo, in the yew 1819, Willuun Lfvs beqaea^ed £100 to the 
efaarchmrdeni, to be inveited in the fliree per cents., to pay tba 
minjater IBa. a year to preaoh a aennDii on Lady Day; lOa. 
to the derk, " to keep hja burial-place and the chandileer dean ;" 
SSa. "to keep the tomb and cbaudileer in proper order and 
repair, and vhen no repura are wanting these muna to go to 
the poMT on Lady Day." That object of testjuoenlary eare 
and Bolidtade, the brass chandelier, is aoeordingly the brightest 
and most eteanly piece <rf fmnltBre in this miserable place ; 
and in onler aa for as possible to soothe taj bdignant feelings, 
I kept my eye upon its polished conrolnlions during the greater 
part of Ihe ssrvice. The above table was made in 183S, since 
whidi time, I am told, the lands hare been eielianged under 
enclosuie acts, and the table in question ia consequently useless, 
except perhaps aa a stimnina to the charitable of our own day 
and geoeration. The Sunday acholara [of whom there are 
between ninety and one hundred on the books) accu{Hed the 
gallery and the central part of the nsTe; the former pra^n, 
assisted by some older beads, performing the musical part of 
the aerrices, which they gave in Dnison ; but a littie instructioD 
in the ait of part-singing would render thdr task mora pleanng 
to the congregation, aa likewise to themselves. 

The or^uiiBt is Mrs. Ryeland, of the Post OiEce. Clerk, 
Joseph Smith. Vicar, Rev. C. Crewe (1316). Curate, Rev. 
T. A. Pope, who preaidied a good eermon, with much modesty 
of manner, from Phil, iv c, 4th and following verses. The 
living is n vicarage, with the perpetoal cuiacy of Castle Morton 
annexed, in the gift of the Dean and Chapter of Westminster, . 
who have extensive holdings in this parish, and are lords of the 
manor, except of Eaatinglon, which belonga to E. 6. Stone, 
Esq., late high sheriff of the coanty. The tithes have been 
commoted for £S4S ; the appropriate glebe contuns ninety- 
four acres, and the vicarial twenty-six. The oommon fields and 
meadowa here were enclosed within the hut dozen years. The 
population, including the hamleta of Hillworth, Eaatington, and 



^iT,Coo<^[c 



20 

Hill End, ime folleu off from £98 in 1841 to E77 in 1851. 
There are aatae modem looking stooks aod a whipping post 
Dear the cbnnA. Chuubera Conrt — so called &oin the De 
la Chambers family, who formerl; were landowDeiB here — 
la now the residence of Mr. Stone, who almost entirely 
rebuilt it in 1846. Eaatington Hall (formerly the Beat of 
the EastingtonB, till the heireea married one of the Bmggea 
from Dymock), nov occupied by Mr. Ellia, is worth a 
Tist ; as alao the Uoat Farm, an old timbered honse with 
moat, near the church. 

Chaaelej U a, village in the parish and manor of Longdon, 
and is a perpetual eaincy independent of the mother church, 
but the Tiear nominates. Rev. S. S. Paris is the corate. 
The Dean and Chapter of Westminster are the patrmu and 
Impropriators. Great tithw conunnted for £177 ; glebe, one 
acre. The church is an andent edifice, with tower and spire. 
A free school was endowed here by Thomas TurberviUe 
in 1728. 

The Longdon Marshes (I quote &om a report of a recoit 
field-day of the Malvern Nataialista' Club) is one of the 
most interesting places to a natniaUst in the ODonty of Wor- 
cester. This exlensiTe flat was fbimerly a waota of nesi4y 
ten diODsand acres in extent, but though in modem IJme* 
great, part of H has been enclosed aod partially drained, 
nnmeroDB portions still remain covered with msbes aod 
sedges, fit only tar occauonal pasturage, or the ineursiiHis 
of flocks of geese. In a wet autumn an exteniuve spread 
of water remains here for a long time. Obeervation and 
research, geological and botanical, both tend to show that 
this wateiy expanse was anciently a backwater of the Severn 
estuaiy, subject to tidal influence ; and little maoKS of 
gravel, among which marine Bhells are sometimes found, 
show the last remaina of silt thrown up by the retiring 
waters, when the "Straits of Malvern," so called by Sir 
Roderick Murchison, ceased to exist Several marine plants 
still grow here in memoly of a former state of things, and 
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tbef were searched for with interait on the shore oeoakn. 
The etagnaat ditches stretch very wide in plmcee, with a modd; 
inai^, and tbey tun tmther difficult to obtain ; but aoine 
fine Bnd tall Bpecimens of the Salt-marah Clab-mah fScirpvt 
marHinmtJ were met with, as well aa some quantity of 
the Great Bomet (SanguUorba offidnaliij. The Rev. W. 
H. ThackweU aod Mr. Lees, in a Bepanta hunt through 
the Terr wettest' part of the marsh, towards Castle Morton, 
SDceeeded in finding two of the rarest plants in Woreealer- 
shire — the Bine Harsh Vetchling (LaOtynu paluitrii) and 
the siogle-fiowered Hanh Thistle fOnicia pralemit). Herons 
and lapirings wer« obeerred in Tarious parts of the marsiies ; 
and the president obeerred that terns, whiinbtels, curlews, 
and various other sea birds, came tliere in the winter 
season, as if a trnditionaiy remembrance had been wafted 
down among the feathered tribes of the time when this 
wild ^ot was more particularly theii own sportiiig gPDund. 
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SSBMfS stated in &e preceding chapter, Castle Morton is a 
J|!3[B P^n'^t''*^ contcy annexed to the vicarage oT Longdon. 
mISBR The great titlus are appropriated to the Dean and 
Chatter of Westminster, and have been commuted for £350, 
and the small tithes for £l&& ; glebe, three acres. There 
*re aid to be rix hundred acres still unenclosed in this 
parish. The church (which is dedicated to St. Gregory) 
is oT some antiqni^, being chiefly Norman and Early Engli^ 
work, with windows of both thpse and latra s^les. It con- 
sists of a chancel, nave, sonth aisle and chapel, north poich, 
with a handsome tower and stone spire at the west end. 
There ate five bells. The principal entrance doorway is 
Norman, with a stone tympanum, on which are carved the 
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lamb mkI ctdw in low relief. The oppodte door in the Krath 
wall is also Norman, hanng tl>e ehevron in two forms. Three 
obtuse pmntsd arcbes eepantte the nave and aJHls, and in the 
tondi wall of the iiaTe are two uioheB with handsome carTed 
otiu^ii«B, literally imbedded in layers of whitewash. The east 
window is PerpendietUar, but the view of the veatem one is 
fvevented by the bloeking up of the tower arnh and the erectioD 
of an immense gaDery. B; an entry in the ehurchwardens' 
book (whiofa, with oQtet dooiuaents, was politely ^own to me 
by Mr. Lane, the pneent churchwarden), I find that "The 
galleiy in the church was built anno 1724, for the ose of the 
Kngeis fbr erer, by sabscriplion of us whose names are under- 
written ; bnt ye said sabecriberB who were at ya chaise of 
building ye sud gallery, whether strangere or not strangers, 
are to have a kneeling apieoe therein for themgelveB and 
their keire for erer." I shoold, however, not be inclined 
to esteem diia a great priTilege, seeiiig that it brings them 
into proximity with a somewhat zealous clarionetrplayer, who 
so completely triumphs over the efforts of the yillage violonist 
and the singers forming the choir, that but little can be 
heard beyond the dirill piping of the reed iastranient; 
fi>r like the stars, when the son ariseth, they have to 
"pale th^ ineffectual fires" before the superior taiergy ot 
his infiationa. The church was repewed between thirty and 
forty yeaiB ago ; but some of the old seats, as also a chancel 
screen and oommuniou ruls, bearing date 1683, remain. The 
old clwli osed to tell a tale, with not a few embelliafaments of 
his own, respecting this old pewing. It had be«D traditionally 
handed down to him, that in the time of the dvil wars a party 
of Royahsls retreated for security to the tower of this church, 
and as a body of the rebels came up the lane, the " church aod 
king " men peppered them right royally ; but the ungodly 
bellon were not thus to be driven away ; and having forced 
thenuelvea into the ehuroh, they lore up the seats, and made 
aacti a bonfire, that the poor adherents of nnfbrtunala royalty, 
bfflng fairly roasted on the tower, were fain to take off their 
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coats and breeches to M«nd npOD, bat all without ■Tiil, for the; 
were soon nnothered, >nd fell " like Ladfer, ne'er to rile kgaiu." 
AciMrdiDg to his venion the t^nieb wu not repewed till 1682, 
bong e Bofficient period after the reatontioii of the nxMurchy 
to enable the inhaUlante to recoTer their peetuiiary means. 
Several of the Eastnor firaiilj of Cooks lie in tlie chapel, and 
nx the eburchyard is a hmg line of stonee to the Lane bmily, 
as also the following couplet to Kny Brotheridge, who died 
in 1739, aged 3S: 



And wtnt liw Ungbt It ™ tba trnlb." 
In reference to the abcre-mentioned clii4iel, Dr. Tbimam, in 
Oonunnnicatang to the Ardueologieal Instdtnte, two or three 
years i^o, ■ deicnptioD of an ancient tomulas at Lamel Hill, 
near York, after describing the disiMvery of «eversl relics, 
m«itionB a bram seal of the keeper of a ch^)el dedicated to 
the Idesaed Hary at Morton FoQiot (the ancient name of 
CiiBtle Morton, then the seat of the Folliot family). Tbia Ben) 
was probably of the fbnrteentb or fifteenth eentnry, and bore 
the inscription " S.* COniune C todi Capelle be Marie de 
Mort' Folliot." It bad for a darioe ■ figure of the Virgin 
and Child, and beneath, that of an ecclesiastic with the hands 
npliiied in the attitude of prayer. It is difflonlt to ondentand 
how this seal oonld have made its way from Worcestershire 
to iMoel HiU. There is near the church of Castle Morton 
a small artificial moond, or tomalna, tnippceed to have been 
the foundation of the keep of the castle which gave its pre- 
sent name to the parish ; it is still called " Castle Tamp." 
By a table of iBDdB belon^ng to the parish I find there is a 
total of nearly eighteen acres, and the sum annually dis- 
tribatable among the poor amounts to £30. Earl Somen 
smds £10 at Christmaa for the benefit of tlie poor. An 
excelleat sobool was recently built here, at a cost of £320, 
raised by eubecriptiMi, uded by a grant from the National 
Socieqr. There are nearly six^ Bcbolars in the Sunday schools. 
The new, the Ker. C. Crewe, is the sole supporter of the 
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■cbaola, in which he takee great intemt. The population of 
Castle UortoD mm 855 In 1841 ; in ISfil, afi2. Rcddent 
curate, the Rev. J. Hill (who preached a Bound and practical 
diacoDTse frani 1 John, c iii, t. 21). Qiirt, James Lake. 

From an entry in the churcbwardBUB' book it appeora that 
the &niier vicare of Longdoa were not more &moUB for over- 
paying their hardly-worked curatea than are rich incumbents 
generally of the present day. See vhat ahifls the poor' lalMurers 
in tlie vineyard ' were put to, in order to eke ont th^ scanty 
maintenance: "Every tree in ye ehurchyard, whether fruit- 
tree or any other, was set by me, W. Needham, cm^le, for 
ye benefit of all sncceediog miuistem; likewise most of ye 
trees in ye orchard and garden, and ye trees about ye pools 
and ye lanes." The book &om which I made the above 
extract aontaint tome other curions and iDtensting points. 
A large and constant outlt^ was incurred for " hoop's heads, 
qnrrowa, and urchins," also a shilling a-pieoe for the heads 
of foxes, there b«ng dien no "squire" in the Eountij with a 
pack of hounds to reduce the crowds of "varmint" wliioh 
pNwled abont the at GM time thickly wooded remains of 
the ancient royal chase of Malvern, extending beyond Welland. 
The high price of fourteen shillings was given tor a common- 
prayer book as late as 1719, and about the same Ume I fbnnd 
the fDllowing entry : " Pud to passengOTS wofully abused by 
ye Turks, Is. 6d." No doubt ttie ]UmB-given of those days 
were more " wofully abased " by the " dodges " of scamping 
mendicants than are thdse of the present day. Enlnes of so 
much paid for " Whitsun farthings " I found as late as the 
commencement of the pmeat . century. These Whitsun {»t- 
things, or Pentecostals, were formerly made from chi^teliies 
to thor mother church. The oblatiim was so nlled from its 
bmng made at Whitsuntide, and consisting of a hrthing from 
every booseholder. The diurchwardens' aeeoonts appear to 
have been kept with scrupulous minuteness, and not as in 
some which have bllen under my inspection, where those 
items for wliicb perhaps the officials could not legitimately 
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aeeonat (tn modsm days denomiiMted " madriea ") were put 
domi tfaOB at the end of ^e sccount — " Pud for by-blom," 

It is recorded in Nndi,lhat on Sept. 21, 1643, "one hundred 
•nd flftj-three eoldiers, eonie &om GtouesBter, and wnne from 
Tewkeabiir]', taking the adTuitapi oF the neighbourhood being 
abeent at Ledbury fiir, and under the eondoet of Captaia 
Sdiven, eon to SeriTen the rich ironmonger, and some time 
mayor of GloDocster, came to Caetle Morton to plunder Mr. 
Rowland Bartlett'a home; a man bo well belored in hia 
vonntcj, for hia hoepitality — ho dear to all Boris of people 
e^teciall; to the poor, for hia charity, and ttraee helpa wUch 
be &eely beelowed on tbem — that bad not the rebels taken 
the opportnm^ of lus DM^bonri bung at the &ir, the ftirm 
had been too weak to have plundered hi* house. In Mr. 
Bartlett's duunber Scriven srazed Mrs. Bartlett'a watch, 
and breaking open a chest, took away £600, beudea linen to 
the TaJue of £60 ; and in other rooms they fbund more money, 
plate, jewels, braeeletB, &e. Among oUier things Tsluable for 
nuity or use, he took a cock-eagle stone, fbr which Ihirtj 
pieces had been offered by a physteian, but revised.* In 
their strict search thqr met with Mis. Bartlett's sweetmeats : 
these they nattered on the ground, not dsring to taste of 
them for fear of poison. After (his poor Mr. Baitlett's house 
was plundered fonr or five times." This honae, it Boems, is 
Dot standing now, but there are traces of il A descendant 
of the above-named Ur. Bortlett was one of the last couotay 
gentlemen who retained a fool — I mean a profcauoDBl jeBter— 
in his honse. The tricks and drolleries of Jock Havod or 
HaTod, " the squire's fixil," were remembered by the inliabitants 
of Castle Morton kmg aRer his death, and are reUled even at 
* An tagle^lan* mi on otlte, i, tuMj oT sitfllueiHU oiMe of Iron, 
ud olnyi lUffwing rrom thg eiterinr in cnlour and deniley. To Omaa 

i^ilslaD thot Ili« ngle Inn^nrkd Ihcm to her n< 
laying (tf her «ggs. 
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the present itty. The m,yiixg is still rife there — "Ai big a 
fiKil as Jack Havod ;" and it is also told of him that on one 
Dccasioa Ue wits aasistiiig in slonng peas in a bam, and there 
being inHufficient room for the Crop, Jack verj codOj ghoTelled 
them out of a window into a pool of water underBealh, saying 
" We 've got a vent for thera now ;" and to this day it is a 
oommon Haying in the neighbourhood, " We Ve got a, vrait for 
them, aa Jack Harod said." 



gfgSgEAVING the railway at Tewkesbury I passed towards 
g^ it Jl ^ Mj'the bridge, over the Serern, in the direction 
l^3SS4( of Fendocb, Berrow, and BirtsmoiioQ. The neatiy 
dressed young woman at the comfortahle-hMkmg gate-honse 
held oDt her little hand for a halfpenny belbre I was per- 
mitted to pass the formidable spiked barrier which she is 
destined to guard. " Why, how is this," sajd I, " not yet oat 
of debt, after so many years' contributions from the public t" 
"Oh, bless yon, aix," she replied, "we still owe ^18,000, 
which is more thsn the bridge ooot at first, for the toll won't 
pay for collecting." " Then," said I, " you keep up tiie old 
custom merely for ibe pleasure of extracting halfpence from 
the pockets of pasaeis-by : this ia i>oiBe than the practice 
of highwaymen, who in their robberies certainly combine 
pecuniary profit with pleasure." The young woman smiled 
assentingly, and I wished her a good morning. Havbg pro- 
ceeded about a mile, I inquired of a countryman who met 
me how &r it was to Pendock. "Three miles," be sud. 
Knowing this was two short of the real number, I vuit 
a mile and a half further, and meeting a woman, pnt the 
same qn«etk>D to her, to which she replied, " Better nor vive 
miles, tir," "Th^" aud 1, "if I want to get to Pendock 1 
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b»d better torn in the oppooite dinictiaii, for I iMve loct t<n> 
nileB by my Ust half-hour'B mlk." The poor woman mured 
on, appareatl; siupecting th&t tH ma "not quite right" with 
me. But my topogr^bicai inquiries were finally pot an end 
to by the yomig woman it the next gate (where the road from 
Upton to Glouceater enwaea the Tewkesbory road). "How 
&r is it to Pendoek," aud I. "I dent fcoew anytiiing about 
the place, bit; I wse never down that mad." Considering 
Hut the gat« in qneation is within about two miiee of Pendook, 
the ignoRmce of tbia official was a good olimax to the Btnpldi^ 
I had previoosly met with on the road, and which has often 
Btnick me as most remarkabk in ttual diatriots, when nine- 
tenths of the laixinring popnlation seem to know about as 
niQch of any adjoining parish as the Chinese do of the Weet 
Riding of Yorimhire. At length the flnt ehnrch lo which I 
was bomid appeared on a conspicoooa eleratian, and happily 
no further guide was wanting. Pendoek, no doubt, derives 
its name from the deration of ita site, the church and n^gh- 
bonrii^ Court Farm being at Ihe head qf the df/ke, or narrow 
valley, thioagh which the brook runs into the Loogdon 
marslies. The geological fbniuttiDU of the parish consiata 
of the Kenper sandalane beds, of the new red sandstone, 
fiMsitifecoua in the raly place in which It is qnarried. Pai^ 
ticularly fine icthyodorolitca have been fannd there, and are 
in the cabinet! of the Kerda. P. B. Brodie and W. S. Symoads. 
The Pendoek Portway (or military way), one of the liaea of 
«ncient roads which nut from the WbU Hills camp and the 
Malvfflv Hills to various places, goes to prove that Pendoek, 
after being a British atatjon, was occopied by the Romans. 
This WSB the only road through the parish Ull within the last 
forty years, and was said to be the high load from Glouc«eter 
to Worcester. The Court Farm must have been an ancient 
priory, the original name being Prior's Court, in deeds dated 
only a few years ago. Of the many rural churches I have 
visited, none have aflbrded me bo much pleasure as that of 
Pendoek — none have given sncb proof of a guardian hand, a 
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refined iaste, and a ChriBtian feeling. Not to mention the 
extreme beaa^ of die site selected — for which ita Norman 
founderB nmst hare the eredit — it has been rendered moel 
attractive and p1«Ming b; the fr^rance and beaut; of the 
beds of choice flowers hj which the sacred walls are encom- 
passed, and the pretty aid if proprinio ebmbs planted here 
and there on one of the neatest and most lawn-like boiling- 
grounds ever seen in ^is coontiy. The ohnrch is literslljr 
embedded among Tsrious kinds of choice roses, fiichsiaB, 
psssion-flowem, the dentatis, jssmine, weeping-willow, and yew. 
Beautifn) shrabbeiy is inlHTspened anumg the graves ; and 
ivy and roses, entwined around the little porch, inrits the 
passer-bj la enter the sweet retreat The building itself (ex- 
clusive of the lower, which is somewhat dilapidated) is a model 
of Bymmetry, anifoimi^, and good arrangement while the 
servicee, and espedally the mnsiGal portion of them, would 
put to shame the short-comings in many paiishea having a 
far larger papulation and muiji bett^ means of establishing 
a choir. In this respect, how mnoh may be done by energy, 
laale, and cocreet feeling, on the part of the incnntbent and 
his fhmily, is suffidently apparent at Pendock. The rector's 
wife preddea at the little organ, which stands on the ground 
undemealh the west window, and also leads the choir 
of some mjL adult voices, effidently assisted by the rector 
himself in his reading deel^ One thing only is waDting here — 
namely, some maUdng on the pavemoit, to subdue the noise 
from the Dwled boots of the labourers' boys, who (not only 
here but everywhere else) will persist in disturbing congre- 
gations at all periods of divine service. Full one-third of the 
papulation of the parish were present at the morning service 
and a large proportion were clean, healthy, ceepectable looking 
labourers. One of these, with whom I sat, hod been soaking 
hii boots in neat's-foot oil, which lay in small pools along 
their creases, and served to perpetuate, not only the leather, 
but my vivid recollection of an ol&ctory treat. 
The church consists of a chancel, nave, and tower at weat 
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end. Nomuui work iiu]r be aeen in the walk, and fksginentB 
of an arch of the lame period are woAed up in the later 
ptHDted ehsDcel arch, tlie Nictnwi ahaAs and impootB of which 
have escaped withoot aHeiktion. North sod aonth doora (the 
latter Uocked op) are likewise Nt^man, and then is a plain 
ejlindrical font of the aama date. The wmdovs are Parpen- 
lUcnlar. In the wall near tita ohaneel arch ia the doorway to 
the tood-loft, and bagmeuta of the old acreen are diattiboted 
among the aeattp. There in in the chancel a piscina with 
triangnlar head. The church waa repaired hj the Eail of 
Belkunont in the year 1745, when the chnrch plate and bell* 
irere also preamted by that ncbleman. 

The liring is a rector?, in the patronage of the Symonda 
fiunily. Net income, £300, with glebe house. Inenmbml, 
Rev. W. S. Symonda. Clerk, Jamea Brewer. The popnlatJou 
was 370 in 1841, and 302 in 1851. There ia a Weeleyan 
ehapel at the extreme end of the parish, where was fonoeriy 
a ODmmon, but which is now enclosed and bnilt on, and a 
ooneidcrable popnlation apning np. The Bishop has lately 
licensed the National Sc^l-room for divine seiriee, and the 
lector of Hedmari^, hia cnrale, and the Rev. W. S. Symonds, 
take daty then alteniately. Divine service is well attended. 
There are about thirty scholars in the Sunday schooL The 
day school is in the parish of Redmarley, built apon a ^te 
pven by tlie late Lord Beanoluunp, conjointly for the benefit 
of the parishes of Redmarley and Peadoek. The foUowing 
ia extracted from the pariah register : " All incumbents were 
required to ke^ registeia for cbrialemnga and marriagea by 
the injnnetian of Thomas Ld. Cromwell, after Erie of Essex, 
Ticar Generall Anno B^ni Ho) : 8. Regis Anglin vieesimo 
IKHM, Dnj 1£3S." I cannot conclude this sketch of Fendock 
without expressing a hope that the able and talented incumbent 
will some day turn hia attention to the natnral history of his 
parish and district, with the view of presenting to the worid 
(aa he is eminently qualified to do) a work ae interesting 
and valaable aa that by which Mr. White rendered the parish 
of Selbome bmous. 
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^{t^FTER leaving Pendock, admiring the Sne views to 
Sf n S be obtaiDed od die route tberefrom of the Maliem 
^M^ ebun of hilla, and attempting to trace the aacient 
"Portway" (or Roman road) till I lost myself in a trind, 
I arrived at Berrow dorch. Thli edifice bas a aingnUr 
tower, Dolibe any in this lUatrict ; bat ^milar ones, 1 am told, 
are met with in Kent. It is lofty, but coQUate onljr of two 
stages, having its eastern wall widened on the one side by 
a stair turret, and on the other by a long thin buttress, both 
set straight witb the wall. Its west wall has thin di^ooal 
buttreasea, and a Ferpendientar wiadow partially blocked up. 
The pHncipal entrance to the (^urcU is by on immense old 
wooden porch and plain Norinaa doorw^ on the north side 
of the nave ; >nd the bnriala are neariy all on thia side of 
the yard, thoa showing that it was the podtioo of the door, 
and the BUppoaed benefit to be derived to the dead from the 
prayers of living charch-goers, that influenced our ancestors 
in aelec^g sites for their graves, rather than any remains 
. of pagan saperstitian as to the relative merits of north and 
sooth. The south doorway has a strught (horizontal) top 
with cable moulding — a very unosual feature in Norman 
doorways. There is a soath aisle to the nave, from which 
it is divided by fbnr pointed arches, and in one of the piers 
is a " squint," looking towards the siUar. In the chancel are 
Perpendicular windows, a sqnare piscina, with small aumbrle, 
and a narrow stone shelf, or string-courae, running alohg the 
east wall about the height of the communion table, but searcely 
wide enough for a credence table ; what was the original use 
of this strip of masonry I cannot ascertain. The windows 
generally, with the exception of one little lancet, are square- 
headed, having three lif^ts, divided by stone mntlions. A 
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Norm&n tout, ornsmented with cable and banded monldingB, 
fi>nns part of the funuture of the pre«ent as it did of the 
original church, prior to tiie almost attire rebuildiog of it 
in the Perpendicular or fifteenth centnry period. Among 
the reatoradons and improTemenCs more nrgentlf required 
here ue tbe removal of a cwemeated window {with a lodging- 
boose look about it), the wretched boiea of seata and tbs 
gallery, and the proper restoration of the w«t end. In the 
chancel and tbe churchyard lie rarions members of tbe Thack- 
well brail/, who have resided at the Berrowfor three centiirifs. 
The present Major-Qoaeral Thockwell, of Indian renown, 
was bom there, and ia brother to the rector of the adjoining 
pariah of Birtsmorton. 

Tbe livmg is a perpetual curacy. Patrons and appro- 
priatore, tbe Dean and Chapter of Worceeter. The tithea 
have been commuted for £350, of which £40 is paid to the 
inoumbent, whose total income is but £100, with a cottage 
called " tbe vicarage " and a bit of garden ground. Tbe fort;- 
fonr aeres of glebe Ij^long to the Dean and Chapter. Kst. 
James N. Sbeppord holds the curacy. Clerii, John Chad. 
There ore two day schoola in tbe parish, one of which ia 
supported entirely by O, Ricardo, Esq., M.P. for Worceeter, 
One of the school-houses is close to the pusonage. There 
are thirty scholars on the books, nearly all of whom also 
attend the Sunday aehoola. The parochial oharitics are con- 
fined to aboDt jGlS or £18 per annum, distributed in coals, 
which fond, I suppose, arises from tiie twelve Mies of land, 
&c., specified on a table of benefacUons to be seen in the 
church. Near the ehnrch is an andent timbered house oalled 
Ber[ttwConrt(nowoccupiedby Mr. Pope), which well deserves 
a visit of inspectiMi. The population of the parish was — in 
1841,480; in 13£l, <91. With regard to its physical features, 
the pariah is the seat of much beauty — ravines and terraces, 
fruit and forest trees, present a rich and varied landscape, 
extending Irom tbe summit of Baggedstone Hill, or the Glou- 
cesterdiite Beacon, and &om the Keysond Hill, which tatter 
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forms the Bontham limit of the HalveniB. The Berrow Hill 
(a celebrated tbi-bnnting fixture at tbe Bcn^em end of Iba 
Malrem chuD) is B remariuble eleTatioD, wbich bas recraved 
its name from its Bimilari^ to an ■rtificial mound, and is 
teimed by geotogtsta "an outl;er," being capped with the 
lisa limfatone, which here attuos its nearest approach to the 
Malrem tyaaile, but i» of inconsiden^ile tbickness. From 
hence, looking over the phun of red marl, the nearest masses 
of lias at Larn Hill and Corse Grove, from which this 
ontHer hu been separated by "denndatjons," may be per- 
c^ved. Fossils ore not here of veiy common occurrence, but 
remains of the plestosaaras and icthyosauma have been found, 
and some beautiful impnauona of fema. Many places in the 
parish are atill called by ancient British and Saxon names. 
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^ISt^O particular feature of interest attaches to this little 
a|^,JE church. It baa a chancel, nave witb soutb chapel 
^nj^ or transept^ tower at tbe west end, and a modem 
brick porch on tbe south side. The biuldiug is chiefly in the 
Perpendicular style. Over the east window is the date of 1697, 
whi^ is supposed to refer to the nnroofing of tbe cbnreh at 
that period tather than to its original constrnctioii. IFhe same 
window has some stained gUss, witb the words " Ave, Maria," 
visible. Besides soma monuments to the Nanfan bmily, there 
is on altar-tomb in Ae nave, erected to a Bishop Arondell, 
with tbe figure* of tbe bishop himself and several monks 
kneeing in the attitude of pr^rer ; but the brass mscr^itian 
has been deq«iled by some mlhleM band. There is lUso a 
marble monument on the north side of the chancel, to ao 
Admiral Caldwall, who died at Birtsmortrai Court A.D. 1718. 
The deficiency of interest in tbe fabric of tbe chureb is, bow- 
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erer, amply oampenBated b; its no leaa uicient naighbour, the 
Court Houae (now occapied bj Mra. Pope). This k a most 
iDteredtdiig Bpedmen of a Ibrti&ed maiiDT-hoiue, having its 
nioU complete, turreled walk, an embattled gtteynj, with tb« 
ahottered, bat original, gates, loft; oroameiited tdiinmeya, oonit- 
;&rd, minaetdted dining-rooni, with acolptared ehimney-pieiM, 
beanng the anna of aereral diBtingniahed fiunilieB with whom 
tile Naofsn bmily was connected. The once fMive iMnqneting- 
room ia now periiaps niore mefiill; nnploj^d aa a cheeae-room, 
and the onl; armed retamen about the fern coveted walla 
are rusticB with apades and pitchforlu). The Court waa for 
many years in the poSaeseion of the Nanftoa (a Comiah &milf ). 
Jolin Naoiaa was an "eequiro of the body" to Hetir? VI — 
that is, he arrayed and unarrayed him, no one elae being 
allowed to tel liand apaa the king ; and moreoTer he hail 
the invaluable office of taking care of the capboard all night; 
beaidea this, he was governor sad commander of variona ialanda 
and oaetlee, hia pluraliciea having been acquired thraugh liia 
having lent the king a good round aum of money in one of 
bis anergenoiea. lUebard Nanfan waa made aheriff of Wor- 
ceetttihire by Heniy VII (at a time when that ofBca waa a 
mote lucrative one than at present) for the great aervicea 
fae had r^idered the houae of Lancaater during ita atrngglea 
for sovereign power ; be waa also by that monarch appointed 
captain of CalaiH, atevard of Elmley Caatle, aleward of the 
lordahip of Tewkesliniy, and keeper of the park and lodge 
there. There is a legend that Cardinal Wolaey waa chaplain 
to another of the aame family, Giles Nan&n, who, having great 
influenoe at court, was inatmmental in the cardinal's pro- 
motion. Catherine, the heirees of thia fomily, married, in 
1680, the Hon. Richard Coole, aiterwarda Eori of BeUomont, 
an Irish peer. Hia second bod, Htcbard, sncceeded to the 
title, whose sole sarviving issue, X^dy Judith Coote, died in 
1771. Catherine, Countess of Bellamont, after the death of 
her husband, married the Admiral Caldwall, whose monnment 
in the church 1 have before referred to. Afler his death ahe 
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mm mftiried, in 1737, to William Bridgen, Esq., of the city 
of London, and died tiie following j^ear. Sha left £300 in 
the tunds for the benefit of the free school, hat it has aiace 
been lost throagh the ingolvency of the persoD to whom it 
was lent The BtateBmau HuBhigBon, who was killed oa the 
opening of the railway from Hanchegter to Lirerpool, in 1630, 
was bom at Birtsmorton Court in 1769. 

The living is a rectory. Patron and incumbent, the Ber. 
S. Thackwell. Curate, Bar. W. H. Thackwelh The tilheg, 
including twrnty-seren acres of glebe, are commuted for £330. 
A school was endowed by the Rev. S. Juice, in 1 703, with six 
acres of land and tenements, but the fnnda are now appro- 
priated towards liquidadng a debt incurred a, few yeus since 
in recovering the property for its onginal porpose. Tbe 
population of the parish was— in 1341, 313j ia 1861, 318. 



ia,ttetttiti[. 



eN eitenuve parish, nearly on the south-west extremity 
of tbe county, and was formerly called Redmarley 
D'Abitot, from Geoffery D'Ahitot, a descendant of 
the Norman Conqueror's steward, to whom I have more par- 
tieularly alluded in the chapter on Elmley Castle. A cross 
raguly at the east gable of the ohuroh refers to that powerful 
DoblemaD, UiBo D'Abitot; and his cognizance, a bear and 
tagged staff, adopted afterwards by his btan, the Beauchunps. 
[Ursa, the bew, as a baptismal name, is dropped at tbe preeeut 
day — as also Lorelt, Lonpel, or Lupellns, tbe little wolf-- 
thoagb we sUl letun Lionel, the little lion, and Agnes, the 
lamb.] The church is anything but a neat structure, being 
in a most dilapidated state; tiie walls considerably out of 
tbe perpendicular, and the roof decayed. Scarcely a vestiga 
remaiDa trf anything ancient except a niche near the pulpit on 
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tb« HOBEh nde of the nave, gapposed to fakTe beai used lor 
a lamp cr boor glau in fbimer times; an Early Engtkh 
pisrana, on the aoaih side of the chaoeet mil ; aome old beoch- 
enda ia the nave, very rudely eaired ; and the following 
inscription to George Shipside : 

" All flsah i> gram wanned mwt lod cIlji, A beie It bub ahDrt tlow 
For proote mbenaf both olg^t and day lU martftil wlfhU tuamplat giw- 
BoDCAth Itili Btone lut olaadv Id day dMh tleepa tti« oorpM of Goorga 

Shifidde, 
'Web. Cbriit iliill njw on js lut day uid thm wtb. him bs glotlBd* 
WbOM iDile DOW Una luanvilj [d h«v«n wlh. Chdtt ore SaTloTT 
In perfect peau miiat iayfvUy wltb God> elect^ for siumDrs. 
OUtdieDe'briiAn.D'nIllMS, Ac. Ad. £tatU nc S4. Ecoe quid arli." 
Either this Qeorge Shipdde'a wife, or hia son's wife, «b« sister 
to Ute martyr, Bishop Ridlej', to whom the free warren of 
Bury Comt^ in thia pariah, beloDged. A George Shipeide was 
her second husband ; he naa the bishop's park-keeper at 
Bnshley, wsa inearoerated at Oxford, and attended the martyr 
to the stake. Bidley'B aKotionate farewell will periiapa be 
remembered l " Farewell, my dear brother, Qeorge Shipside, 
whom I have ever found bithfnl, tmstj', and loving in all 
states and ooniUlJons, and now in the lima of my croaa, over 
all other to me most friendly and steadfast, and that which 
liked me beat over all other thiags, in God's cause ever hearty. 
Farenell, my dear sister Alice, his wife ; I am glad to hear 
of thee that thou dost take Christ's eross, which is laid now 
(blessed be Oed) both on thy back and mine, in good part. 
Thank then God, that hath given thee a godly and loving 
bosband; see thon honour and obey him according to God's 
law. MonDur thy mother-in-law, his mother, and all those that 
parl^ onto bim, being ready to do them good, as it shall 
Ua in thy power." 

The tower was built in 1798, and contuns a peal of uz 
bells, cast in the last century. The pewing of the ehnreh is 
most unsightly, and will not accommodate one-fifth of the 
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population. It is Bcoordingly contemplated to enlarge the nave, 
at a cost of £1,200, tar whieh object the Right Hod. Earl 
B«auch«mp has promised ^100; D. J. NibleCt, Esq., the 
patroD, ^00; the incumboit, £100; O. Bieardo, Esq, MP., 
£SO,&e. 

By a table of beueGtctioiiB I find that in the aecond year 
of Edward IV John Bower gave a piece of knd, called 
Nottindole, at Weetfield, aod another parcel lying in Darkham 
Common meadow, for the repur of the church and the use 
of the poor. Widter Ryley also gave, about the same time. 
Carter CIob^ Bean Pitts, the Bell Acre, and other pieces of 
land, for tbe aune purpoaea. An unknown donor iibewiaa 
bequeathed lauds tor the above object. William Church willed 
that £1 a year fiir ever be paid out of the Churches estate 
" to put ont poor children to achool ;" and Ricliard Ryley and 
Margaret Birchett are also on, the list of benefactors to the 
poor. With regard to education, there is a day school, having 
ftirQ' ehildrra, which is entirely Bnpported by the iucambent 
and the children's pence. The school-room was built by the 
late rector, the R«v. J. Commeline, in 1846, and is a very 
neat stone structure, capable of holding aboat one hundred 
children. The late Earl Beaachemp gave the site, the National 
Society £40, and. the Committee of Priyy. Council £G1; the 
reet was raised by subscription, the whole having, cost about 
£230. It is now Uceneed by the Lord Bishop of the djoiceae 
for divine service eji Sunday evenings. There are one hiindred 
and twenty children in .di«' S^ud^y schoola, bat a Bcbool-room 
is much wanted for them, the one used, for the weekly school 
bMng upwards of a mite from the church. 

The living of Redmarley is a rectory in the gift of the Niblett 
family. Tithes commoted fin; £916; glebe, sixty-three acres. 
Incumbent, Rev. E. H. Niblett. Curate, Rev. A. Newton. 
Clerk, Joseph Lowe. Population in 1S41, 9S1 ; in 18A1, 1,192. 
The elegant manuon of Oaman Ricaido, Esq., M.P. for Wor- 
cester, is situate partly in this parish and partly in Broms- 
berrow (Gloncesterahire). The wake is held on the first 
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Sanday before St. Bartholoniew'B Di^, when, I bear, then ia 
geoenUf moob dnmkemien and figfating, and pettotu are 
Iben TOiuUlf hired bt hop-pioking. Tlie Wealejuu bare ■ 
place of woieliip in the pariBh. Both Hedmarief and Bmblej 
Iwd parlis, but no oastles, in old timea. The name of D'Abitot 
ma corrupted uito Dorbytott in tbe register, Ifiifi. The Ship- 
ndes, Bome of the CoreDbria^ the respectable fiunilf of llie 
Coadien, and tbe knigfatl j ^nQy of Panneefoot (once powcned 
of the manon of Paiintle]' and Haffield, in this n^hboorhood), 
are also iuun«d in the old ragistar. 
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S pariah tbrma Qm extreme aonth-weet angle oT the 
only. It ii a rectory, in the patronage of J. F. 
G Stnier, Esq., of Haisemore Lodge, near Glonceater, 
who pnlduued tihe adTowaon at a pnblie anction in Hardi, 
1863. Tbe titbea have been eommnted for £375, and there 
ate Sf^ aerea of glebe. The church is partly in the Decorated 
and putly in the later etyks, with a tower and spire. Tbe 
imth fransept oontains a cniioue monament of mixed stone 
and marble, with n^«ed fignns, to tiie memory of William 
Hortoi^ Esq, and family. Date, 1612. In the belfry is a 
mnral tablet to the meowry of William Barnes, who waa 
a noted ringer fbr fifiy-fire years. The Rot. Thamaa Hill 
is tbe present incnmbent. Clerk, Samnel Bnndey.' The 
poptilation in 1S41 waa 402 ; in ISfil, 669. There ia a fond 
for the relief of the poor, amaantiag to abont ££0 per 
a ijT> iim, chiefly arising from land and eottagee ; the priodpal 
donor tmng a Mr. John Beud of Gloaceeter, Niunber of 
sritolara in the Sonday and day achooU, from thirty to forty. 
The utter aommenced in May last ; it is supported by the con' 
tribntions of tbe pariahionerB and a small money paymeiit by 
the acbolaiB. 
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Partly in this pariab and partly in that of Cone (GloneeBter- 
thire) are ritoate tbe SniKsand eatates, being one of th« 
looatiooa of "The ChutiBta' CoOpantlTe Land Sodet;," 
afterwards called "The National CoOpentiTe Land Sodety." 
The eataicfl are called " The SnigBsnd " and " Tbe Moat Faim," 
and conort of abont two hundred and eighty acres, on which 
there are mght;-two honaea. In 1851 an act waa pwwed for 
dieaolTuig the abore company, dispoaing of the lands, and 
winding-op the nndertalung. An offidal manager waa HUbse- 
qoantly aent down, who adjoalad the claimB of the occnpiere. 
Haoy of the original "settleTB" have left, and their allotment 
are occnpied by Ttirioua peTBOoa in the neighbonrhood, chiefly 
of the laboniing clasa, who bad saved a little money and bongbt 
ont tbe intec«el of tbe settlera. Whether the scheme will 
answer in the long mo I cannot undertake to a^, for while 
Bome of the occapanta seem to be doing tolerably well, others 
are faring bat indifferently. 



(fliitrafitlit. 



UNBjAD I TiaitAd this plaoe aome two or three ytus ag», 
31]^ jE a truly lamentable reptot would have been the god- 
mMIR sequence. It wonid be a difficnlt matter to deacribe 
tbe state in which the Archdeaoon of Worcester fbnnd thia 
"house of Ood" in the year 18S0. Tbe sacraDMat waa then 
administered from a table, the "fitlr while linen cloth" of 
which was ooOiing bnt a pieee of calico stnetaog, and the 
y«)B«lB were made of pewter. There had been no rewdoit 
vicar tor npwarda of seventy yaus, and the choreh — andent 
and once handsome — had fallen into anch ■ deplMable state 
of decay, tiiat the archdeacon fonnd it neneBai? to make an 
order for ita immediate reatontlon. This was the state of 
things when tbe preaent viear (the Her. R. Holmea) wm 
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ioatitDted to the liring in lB51,aiid the difflcumea fas had to 
Mlcomiter in the way of rqiairiag die calpable ne^igeiwe «f 
otbon WBM of DO oommon kind. Theie wu no reaident 
■quire or buidlord ; wTond of the fwnu were h^ by penone 
not Bring in the paiidi; the population wm entird; agrioul- 
tnral, sosttcred otct mi area of about 3,300 acne; there waa 
tm Boboid-honBe, and no one to eoflpcoate with the vicar fn 
the work so imperatively neeetaaty to be done ; indeed, had 
be beat inetitnted to a linng in the baok aettlemenla of the 
diocese of New ZeaUnd, bie engagetnent oonld aoareely hare 
pn>T«d mi^e onemoa, or the talk «et before him lesa eaay 
of aocnnplidmiait. The nault, howeier, haa abown what 
may be dime when men are aerionely bent on the perfbrmanee 
of their datiea. A mib«eription wtwi aet on foot, whieh waa 
luded by giaate from the Diocesan and London Societies, by 
parah tatfs, and a k>Bn of £300 borrowed on fte aecnrity of 
fnrthtt rates. The restoration of the dmrch haa been gradually 
proceeding to the present time (the dose of 1863) nnder the 
direction of Mr. Clarte, the architect; but before 1 detail 
what haa been done, it will be neceaaary to give a aketoh of 
Ibe old chmch aa it isiu. From the arrangement of tiie plan, 
and several small portions of walling, it ma; be seen that thil 
waa fbimerly a-Normui church. The ages of the aeveral parts 
at pres«nt renuuning are aa foUows : in the obaneel, the eaat 
window ia aa E^ly Decorated one of two lighta, and the dde 
windows are lancets; duuwel aich, Norman. In the souUi 
tnosept there is toansitioo work from the Decorated to the 
Perpeodicnlar in the windows, and tbe roof is open, with flat 
[ntch. Good Decorated arches and [oers ^vide the nave frnm 
a north aide, the latter being Early Deora«ted with Elizabethan 
roof. The roof of the nave is edled. A small Norman window 
remaing In the south wall, and on the same side <s a doorway, 
<rf the Late Decorated style, with remains of a Norman doorway 
traced in the wall above it. The tower (which contains an 
excdlent peel of bells, now ont of repair) ia also of the traiUHtion 
period from the Decorated, and the arch between it and tbe 
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Dave ia good, as likewise the vest^n window. A spire nses 
fram parapet uid pinnacles. The east window of the eluuicel 
was fimaeriy punted with the arms of various noble bmilies, 
and bras 'an' inseriptioD setting forth th«t "HenrieoB Sp^Har, 
miles," was tbe posMSSor of Eldersfield in 1629, and that his 
familf had oansed tbe window to be painted. There is now 
no stuned glass in the east window, bat in the sonth window 
of the tnuuepl are the 'arms of sereral of the lords of the 
manor, of whom Sir Henry Spfllar was the last. Among the 
monimiental remains' was a plain ' stone, with the figure of a 
priest vested fbr ibe altar/ and on a . broken stone a oroei 
engruled. On a flat stone in'the'chancd, the inscription — 

»1dier, iHb^haUoT, of (ba drU Iio, Km lo CbrirtoptiH Bdiae, Boetot 
or tha nme bmlcj, whoH dla«1utiHi wh on tbe 3SUi o( Ibj, IW2, 

His widow Margerj', who died in 1679, deplores the loss of her 
partus in tbe following pDnuiog couplet : 

** My ibJp, long on tha tema of tbla world t«t, 
OI kdw bwnv'd, lo bm Is nink u luk" 
At this period (the seventeoitb aentar;] puna and odd etme^ts 
were plentiful!]' need in epitaphs, sermoaa, Jetteia, Ac Milton 
himself pnns in the most serions part of his sublime poem ; 
and his epitaph on old Hobson, the Cambridge carrier, abonnda 
with the same ingredieDt. 

The chancel has been paved with encaustie tiles, the tnosept 
and north aisle new roofed (the latter so as to open clerestory 
windows) , with open timbers ; all the windows are restored ; 
the old gallery in front of the (owec arch has been taken down, 
and the arch restored, ao as to obtain a view of the west window. 
It is contemplated to restore the parapet and funnacles, and 
to place a new nmf on the nave, bnt the present state of the 
fnnds ^yes hot little hope of aocompliahing this object. New 
altar , rule, stalls in the chancel, and seats in the transept and 
aisle, have been fnmiBhed. The tombstones troif tbe cbaocel 
are to be rel^ elaewheie, lo make room for eneanstic tiks, 
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Befbre Ibe reetontioii wm conunenued, green monid corered 
the mtlla of the dinrch to a hdght of four feet. Thia wu 
removed, the siul od the ontdde dog aw*f • ^' walls pointed 
and repaired, and three neir ctopiim placed an the gables. 

Formerly the prior and conrent of Little Malven] held thia 
church in fee btna of the Abbot of Lyra. The licaiage i> 
now in &b gin of the Rer. Richard Htdmea, who ii aJso the 
incumbent. (The late Rev. C. Ihinne waa hia predeotoor.) 
The impropriate tithea, helwiging to the Rev. C. Martin, 
have been convnnted for £680, and the vicarial for £290; 
glebe, two acree, with a honae. John New is the pariah clerk. 
The old vicanLge bouse is now osed aa a school, and a new 
scbool-hoiue i* ranch wanted. Tlie present vicar haa caosed 
Mr. Thomaa Dee to be trained at Weatminster, and appointed 
hun Hchoolmaster, giving him a salary of £40 a ye«r, with 
bouBB and garden rent-free. The Bcholan average from thirty- 
flve to forty, bat great neglect and indi&^noe are shown by 
the inhabitants of the parish {many of whom are extremely 
ignorant) on the subject of edncation. A Mis. Folloek, in 
1616, beqneathed £450 in the funds fbr,tbe endowment of 
Aa above free whooL William Undo'hill; in lG46i left land, 
remutly let at £20 a year, the rent of which, is distributed 
among the poor on the tongeat and shortest days. The Wes- 
leyana have a idi^iel at Ctnse Lawn, in this pariah. The 
population of Eldetefleld m 1611 was— 837; m 1861, 794. 
The parish register contwns the foUowing eiprteuve entry 
in the year 1721; "No wedding this year. Alach-»4ay 1" 
Dr. Savage, cbapl^n to Charles II, and prebendaiy of Glou- 
cester, was bom at Dob's Hill, in this parish. He travelled 
in Fiance with Lord William Sandys (whose sister he afterwards 
married), and waa the author of several. works on divinity, &c. 
Eldeisfield is said to have given its name to one Riciiard de 
Eldeisfield {hmp. Edward I), who held a hide of land here 
of the honour of Gloneeater, by the odd service of "serving 
in a red pair of stockings on every Christinas Day." EUrdwick 
Court, in this parish (now a farm-house belonging to the 
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ErtI of CoveatTf), wu tbrmerly the leat of Qxe axuAaii famSy 
of De-la-Mere, who rIbo name time lived at Tedstone, and 
gave name to it. The lost iiotabilit]r of the parieh ii a 
renurkable Hleration, called Gadbury Basks, or Oadbmy 
Hill, the top of wbioh k a dead level, and tlie ndea very 
Bleep. It is well ratoated &r a place of refaga or fortificatioii, 
and is beUered by some antiquariee to be the site of an aocient 
BriUsh town or camp. 



^mgLTHOUQH a new building, howertr trae id pnpoKioa 
SSyB aad beaaldfDl in decoratiaD, poeseoee not ^e chann 
xVI^ which attacbea to the structures of the olden tiine, 
wh^i ecclesiastics and maaaoB worked for the glory of God 
and the admiration of fulnre ages, yet there are some modem 
edifieea which have a pleaaiag attracUon niKmt them, and of 
snob ia the church of Boahley. It was some ^ht or nine 
yeaiB ago that I attended the conseeratian of this hnilding : 
except the bare walls there was then little to admire, bnt I 
have a viiid recollection of a sonny sommer day, a la^;e 
gathering of clergy, gentry, and commonalty, an hospitable 
** q)read " at a Deighbonring farm-boose, and a long but 
untiring walk home by the banks of the Severn. Last antnmn 
an invitation by a &iend, whose skill in the divine suence 
of harmony and io the ar^ratiisalion of church choirs brings 
his services into frequent requiution, induced me to accompany 
him to Bnahle;, where, through the excellent taste and 
lilmality of the incnmbent, the pariBhioners are made well 
acquainted with the very beat church muuc The ^ipe«r- 
anee of the spot was gre«tly altered. The neat little Gothic 
duich was now Butrounded by a lawn-like boryinf-groand, 
enclosed by a mbstantlal stone wall and handsome galas, 
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baring tall shrabe on oMsh ^de of the enlniioe. Tbe oM 
taat, wliieh for centDriee had held the mleiw of regenentioD 
in the tonaer ebnrch, now stood derated on the graee, its 
*hiIt remainiiig foneliDn to reoeire the nint *nd the dews 
from HeKTcm — like an aged ChriMiaii, who, in hii declining 
dayi, fonakeB the active dutiea of lif^ to enjoy more nnre- 
Htrietedl]' that celeatial aunnnmiOD which ii to fit and prepare 
him tor a holier stale of ezistoiee. Beds at roaes and other 
flowerB, taatil; grovped, dispersed their fragranoe aionnd the 
giavee of the departed genaiation ; and here and there seats 
were [Jaced, where both joong and old, while reeling nnder 
tiie shade of venerable trees, might enjo; to the full the 
rural beauty of Ihe seene, and draw a wholesome mraal m 
to the breri^ of hnrnan life. 

Tb« first memMial which attraoted my attention was a 
small stone, on the grave of Conrad S. Uglow, who died in 
1860, and who was one of the chorister boys belon^g to 
the ehuFch. It contained a carved repreaoitiLtian of Ibree 
dKOister lads, with the inwiription— " Then I said, O that 
I bad vings like a dove " (bom Kent's aothem, " Hear my 
prayer," which wa« one of tbo best tbings the poor boy 
sKQg when alive). The stone wag ereoled by the incambent 
as a marh of reapect to this young servant of the duFch. 

Among tba inactiptions bere I noticed the foUoning; 

" Short wu Ibe wuniog Oat Death (■>«, 

ISj Dunliga bad Uh Id tha dott, 

ObiM li Oe Mda In whom 1 tmt." 

" Her Uma wu ahoil— On hugti b her mt. 
God oOed bar hanca tiecuiis he nw It beat. 
And bi tbti illant grsTe It dotb unbrace 



The chnrdi is bnilt of blue lias stone found in the nngh- 
bonihood, with freestone facings; it is cnicifann, with western 
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tower and ootagoool q>ire. The.itjie of the whole is Perpen- 
diculnr. The walls are embattled, hariog bntacflMs sod 
CTOcketted jnnnaclee, aod the eorbel heads which termlDale 
the door and window mouldingH are sharplj cat, and hare 
an indiridoalitj' abont them which impliea that thejr are 
Ukeaeases — probably of some of die ardfioeis engaged in 
erectJDg the building. The tnoery of the window u very 
neat. Abore the priniiipal entrance door (whi^ is beneath 
the tower) are the initialB— " E. Q D.— 18. DD. *3." TWb 
refers to the Her. Dr. E. C Dowdeewell, fbrmerlj hummbent 
of the pari^, who in IBiS reboilt and munifioentlj' aagmented 
the endowmeot of the church, at the cost of £5,000 and 
£10,000. On the interior of the wall near the entranoe is 
a haodaoQie brass erected to Dr. DowdesweU's memory; it 
was executed by Hardman, and ha« the Ibllaving inscriptioii ; 

"To nnrd ths pletj wd maniaiwice of Edwud Chrlitopber Dowdnwall, 

Chrlrt ChnTcfa, Oiford, ■( obon axpenn tba cfaareh wu rsbolll inil 
SDdomd. A.D. 1S43, Thli plata l> InHTibsd b; fall TOUngHt ud Ml* 
mnlTbg bnltaer, J. E. DowdHireU. E. C. D. died Auguit 1, 1849, 



J. E. Dowdeswell, Esq., who erected this monument, died in 
November, 1 8£ 1 ; he was one of a family of fifletn, and 
SDrrived his eldest brother exactly forty years I 

The ioterior of the chnreh is in keeping with the neatness 
and beanty of the outer prei^cts; and. althongh some of 
the fnmitiire and accessories wonld probably have the effect 
of alanning sensitiTe minds, I saw nothing in thou per m 
or in t^e conduct of the serriOM to deeerre condemna^Mi. 
It is true that the minister preached in his surplice. Sot a« I 
am told that custom has existed in the parish &om time 
immemorial, to tXiec it now wonld be as much an innoration 
as to introduce the surplice where it had not been prerioualy 
worn. The majority of the windows are of stained ghua. The 
east window repreaente flie . Tnuuflgnralion, also Hoeee and 
the tables of nnumaadmento. la the south transept, which 
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treea of fbnr arobeB, 
unbleni&tiDBl deaigm, 
the eruigeliata, &c. The north tranaept ii occupied b; the 
organ. In the nave, one windoir on each iide codWdb two 
saintB, viz., John, Petw, Andrew, and Jameo — exeonted by 
Rogere, of WorMStw, and mnch admired; and the remumng 
wiudowB on each tide are at aome future time to be filled 
with the other apoBfles. The chorch is defeated to St Peter, 
which probably aeoonnts Ibr the frequent oecnrrence of the 
emUon of the kejs. Upon the conunonion table are two 
oaadieetiekB, , Qie~ apper part of which hare sbielda charged 
with keys, and the Eune emUem appeals on the eorona tiieii 
(chandeliers). Theee last are general]; nwd at aflemoon 
service during winter, the painted windows having the effect 
of darkening the chmch ; they are of brass, with purple 
decorations, and have the foRowing inscriptions : " Cmnna 
aapientiea timor Domini," " Domine da nobia lueem," and 
" Corona mea Chiistaa." There ie bIbo an eagle lectern — 
that is, a desk from which the lessons are read ; it was 
andcotly in nae in our chnrclies, and the eagle eapporting 
the sacred volume waa intended bi convey the idea of the 
gospel being - carried all over the world. There are fixed 
oak seats witii elaborate canopies on each side of the com- 
munion table; and the seats in tJie body of the church are 
i^pen. When the church was rebuilt, calcplation was made 
for sentbg twb-thirds of the popnlation. This iiccommodstion 
has BQbeeqnently proved insuffidenl, and Mr. Dowdeswell is 
now aboDt to reseat 'the chorch (in oak) with a view to 
greater accommodation. There is a small gallery nt the west 
end, whieb SDrmonntH the vestibule of the principal entrance, 
the Utter being- lighted by two lanoetB with trefoil heads. 
The roof of the church la srani-hexagonaL Near the entrance 
is a handsome little octagonal toot, with' a qoatrefoil on each 
&ce. There are some old monnmeiils here, among which is 
a brass to one "Bobert Freeman, gent.," aged twenty-seven, 
dale 1651, with the inscription — 
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Must ahortly be 

HesTeo'i fmnaa bo-^ 
Tat (OA la b*.' 

There la aba a flue old bnuB to ThomM Payne and Urania 
hie wife. This ia the Payne whom Nub mentioaa •■ baTing 
obtained the right of tepDltare toi this chnrdi. The figncee 
of himself and wife, with seren Bona, fonr daughtras, an 
eacntobeoi], &c^ are beautifully i^maented ; in tho head dr«8B 
of the lady ia the motto — " Dena meoB m tn," end bdm* ia the 
inscription — " Hie jaoet Themas Payne et Umila nioc ejna ; 
per enjna qaidam TbcnntB laborem et in«t«nii.iiij hcentia prina 
habita fait et obtenta ad Bepeliendnm in hac eccleua et ejuadnm 
cemeterio fideliam corpora, Q,ui reio Thomas obiit pennWrno 
die mensis Octobria, A,D. miUeainiD qningentedmo : qnarum 
animabua prapitietor Deua." To each of the walls flanking 
the east window ie attached a anall [uUar, as monnmenta to W. 
and Judith Dowdeawetl, datea 1683 and 1666— a mode of 
nrnnarialising the departed, which, while 11 ia nnnanal, ia by no 
means hiappropriate, and oeenpiea &r leaa room than the 
pompous pagan tomba that aboonded in the reign of Qnerai 
Anne sod snbaeqneDtty. The monnmenta of the Dowdee- 
wella — aa might be supposed from the bet of that family 
having been the chief bndownera and residente here for more 
than two aentoriea (Pull Court bcdng tbe^unily mandon)— are 
to be met with all over the chnroh. There is one to Hoger 
Dowdeawell, 16S3. AnoUier to lUchard Dowdeswelt, 1673. 
A third to Elizabeth Dowdeawell, 1706. A fourth to William 
Dowdeawell, who was a general in the army, H.P. for Tewkes- 
bory, and GoTamor of the Bahama lalanda, who died in 1820. 
But the moet remarkable epit^ ia that inaeribed to tho 
memory of the Right Hon. William Dowdeawell, who in 176S-6 
waa Chancellor of the Exoheqaer in the fioeldngham adminia- 
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tntioii, and who died U Kee in 1776. The epitaph (which i« 
u IcQgthy and m aHoi^a&e m aoy Dun could d«wre) wm 
wzittoi bj tha graat Barke, who was his iDtiiiial« tneai. 

The aervieee of Ow da; wen adminUy perfbimed, and the 
organ having been reop^ied after aome additions and impioTe- 
ments made to it bj Mr, Nicholson, of Worcester, the musical 
staff (assisted bj Hr. Jabez Jonee, of Woreeatw) gire selec- 
tions Gram MeadelssohD, Spohr, Beethoven, Hoiart, sad Dr. 
Clarke, in a manner which left nothing to be desired. I 
nudentand that the chini here is capable of perlbnning the 
beet mnsie withont any asidstsnce, and that, nnder the direction 
of Mi. U^ow, thai orgsnlst, they had arriTed at a state of 
efficient^ which we never think of eipectiti|; in smsU cannti7 
chuTchee,sndbiit seldom In tboB«<^ large towns OF dliea. This 
is OYiing en&wlj to the fact that the worthy incmnbent is himself 
"smit with the love of sacred song," and has spared neither 
tronble nor expense in the improvement of this important part 
of the cbnr^ aervioes. The choir, it sppears, was organieed 
by himself, and at his own cost at first Luckily there was no 
"qnire" existing in the parish previonsly, or bis reverence 
wonld have fonnd andeat prejndioes and vested rights to 
he more than a matdi for bim. The socceae he hae met 
with, and the liberal sappoit he now reeeivea from the 
panshianere, show clearly what may be aooomplished by a 
clergyman who has energy, tsst^ and liberality, and 
shonld act as a stimulus to other of bis reverend brethren 
to coltivste the rude intellects of raw uneducated countey 
lads, and enable them to participate with pleasure m the 
ehnrch services, instead of sleeping and snoring through 
them, or vocalisiog in snch a manner as "(o make the 
judioions grieve." Dr. Bnsby remarks with mnch naiveU — 
" The vocal part of our parochial ehnrch eervioo is generally 
so ill performed, that an organ decently played, and lond 
esODgfa to drown the voices of the clsik, charity children. 



Bnahley is a perpetual curacy. Tslne, j£350. Population 
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ID 1841, 334; in 1851, 339. Patron, W. Dowdeswall, Esq. 
IneumbeQt, the lUv. Charles Allen. Qerk, Mr. Wilkee. 
There is m Snada; and day sehool kept at the emt of 
Mr. DovdenrelL Namber of sdiolars, abont eeventy. 
Schoolmuler, Mr. Cupper. Matron, Mra, Beavaa. There 
are a few parochial charities, and loiae priTate onsa dis- 
penaed b; Mr. Dowdeavell. Bnehiey once beicnged to the 
bisiiopa of London, and in Q,neen ' Mary's time Biihop 
Bonner had ib About the year ] 630 it «aa purchased, 
under an Act of Parliament, by Hr. Roger DowdeaweH. 
Pull Court is channini^y wtoate in this pariah, the whole 
of which haa belouged to the Dowdeewell family for upwards 
of two centuries. The manaiou, a building in the Elizabethan 
style of architectnrt^ baa been rebuilt^ and is enriched b; a 
good library and aome &ne pictnreo. The pleasnre-gronnds 
and planlatiouB are extensiTe and pictnreaque, and exhibit, 
in many of their moet admired features, the peculiar 
tMte of the eelebrated Lannoelot Brown, better known as 
"Capabili^ Brown," by whom they were planned. An 
ancient road runs from the MaWem Hills to PuU Court, 
oppodte to wliieh, on the eastern side of the Serem, waa 
discovered, a few yeais ago, the ute of some Roman 
pottery works. 
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JMOfNOTHER of those ancient litUe places, once Iho 
9 i3[ S highway of traffic, and at leaat as hr back aa Roman 
nSlK tunes tlie abode of civilUatian- Fragments of sepul- 
chral nms and pans have been diBCOvered at Bow Farm, 
which led to the belief that this was a Roman potteiy-ground, 
the clay bemg excavated near the spot ; and from Bow bridge 
(• most ancient piece of architecture, spanning a braak which 
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dmdes the counties of Worteeter aud Gtoncestei) are traeea 
of n n«uul pared road or patli, (bar feet wide, made of blocks 
at akme, bemg id eoine pUeee in remirLaUe piuaeitMJua, 
levJing w fitf as the Mf the Tate Hill st Tewkeeborj', aad 
nbich probably extended to the Ryakoidd Street, od the oth^ 
Nde of the town. At Towbory Hill, iu Tvyning pariah, bat 
near Bipple, and overlooking ^e aforesaid road, i« the rite 
of an ancieDt camp, of an irregular oblong square shape. 
It is said tbat a monastery existed at Ripple as early as 
the yeu 770, ia Bishop Mildred's time, and that it was 
granted to the chnrch of Worceeler, b; Duke Alfred, about 
the oommencemeDt of the ninth century ; and from an ancient 
ledger of Worcester priory it appears there waa a lineyard 
here, as in many other parishes of this county, bnt no trace 
or name renuiiie to indicate its wbneabont The appearance 
of lUpple village itself proves that it had no muHhroom origin. 
The blood-thirsty and plnralist Bonner once held (he living — 
a tolerably good one, by the bye — and there are bouses here 
neerly, if not qnite, as old as the period of tbe bishop, who 
woold have been equally " at home " in screwing the thombs 
of Protestants or Bomanists. The old coach road from 
Worcester, throngh Ripple to Tewkesbury, baa been aban- 
doned within Uving memory, and one or two of the most 
venerable inhabitants still cberisb the recollection of having 
seen one of those now exploded vehidee npeet on attempting 
lo torn a sharp angle in tlie centre of the village — such 
angles as are not generally seen in new towns, except the 
tasteless bricb-and-mortar Stourport. Moreover, the base and 
shaft of the village-cross, denuded only — by Puritan hands — 
of its supposed anperstitionB limbs, still maintaina its old 
porition, and brings to the tisveller'a mind a crowd of historic 
associations. There ia a similar cross at Uckingshall, iu this 
parish, and a third in the churchyard. The ijmsbouses in 
the village, supposed to have been founded by one of the 
Woodwards — a fiunily of considerable note here in the six- 
teenth oentnry — were rebuilt in 1701; the chai^tj^ a in the 
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gift of ths Udf of tbe maiiar, Mn. PuUrarat. Ooe of the 
Woodvardi also left money, which WM fortonatelj' iDvested 
in loud, nov producing £120 Jeax\j, at the disposal of tbe 
clergyman and ohurcliwardeiia, to keep the church in repair, 
and for other parochial purposes. The GoTenunent Coin> 
misHoueis receatlj decided that one moiety shoald go to 
tbe poor and the other to repair the church. The old stocka 
and whipping-post toaintOiu their place with as macb reso- 
IntioD aa the crosses, although their office has long been a 
sinecure — the morals and sodal condition of tbe villagers 
being not only highly creditable to tbemselvea, but attesting 
the exoellency of the superrisioo nnder which they are placed. 

On entering the village I passed by the handsome and com- 
modiouB national schools, erected in 1814, and on inquiry 
fonnd there is an averagB attendance of eighty day scbalars, 
but one hundred are on tbe list. The Sonday school is large, 
aud perhaps a more deligbtful or graliiying spectacle can 
nowhere be witnessed, even in our own bvonred laud of 
education, of pastoral care, and rural beauty, than the lengUiened 
proceesiou of jaTeniles whiah I watched going up to the house 
of Ood through tlie beantifal rectorial gardens on that sanny 
day of May when I had ihe good fortnne to be present. The 
reotory-honse was built, and its pleasant gronnds lud out, by 
the Rev. Dr. John Holte, more than a century ago ; aud here, 
amid luxuriant foliage, ahady recesses, blooming parterres, and 
pleasant terraces, no wonder that the Mnse has been snccees- 
fnlly invoked. Indeed, if the Moses possess as good taste as 
we generally give them credit for, they might weU be ashamed 
to refuse an invitation to such a spoL Dr. Lncia, who held 
the living in 1780, published a very modest poem descriptive 
of the place, from which I have only space to select a few 

■Tho' not tlka Wlndnr'i nfml pride. 
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Ta mtch Uw t<* U» ihsde below ; 
And hen tha ciulbig rot 1> (eH 
JtiX taka lu losDd ttit ganJan Iwlli 



'« and meditation inaila. 
u or imi Imped* Uk oaj ; 




Td llitan to lb; teodar Kwg.' 
The only thiog to be regretted witli regard to the poutimi 
of tUe church and parBODBge is, that tbef are wtoato od tiw 
ontaide instead of the centre of the paiiifa, the brook which 
difidee the coimtiee of Woiccster and OIoao«Mer mnning 
doee by the gardens of the rectcwy. The different riewa 
of the church, which ia doae to the gardeiu, impart an 
additional beanljF to the aeone. The edifice ia almoM 
eotirdy Eady Engliah, or commencement of thirteenth 
century worii, its hanoDny only being broken by a Per- 
peodieular window at the cMt and weet enda, aome abomi- 
nable openioga made in the nave iralb to giTe light to 
a f<nTDeF chnrcbwarden's pew, and the shabby work of the 
top part of the tower, which waa raJaed Bbont iiizty yean 
ago. The steeple was destroyed or injured by lightning in 
the year 1S83; and by a MS. dDOUment I tind that on May 
12, 1713, Frauds Tustian aud NicholaB Kempaon, church- 
wardeuB, signed aud sealed a contract, "upon paper firat 
stamped according to Uw," with Thomaa Wilkinson, of St. 
Helen's, Worceater, to take down the spire and part of the 
tower of Ripple clinrch, and rebuild the toner five yards 
higher tiuu) bef(«e. It was stipulated that he was to "finish 
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the some with rails and batiaters, fiower-potls, faimea, and 
other handaomo ornaments at the topp and comer* of the 
said tower;" for this he wan to be paid £100, and to have 
all the materials of the spire " eicept the weather-oock," 
which was probsblj' intended to do dot; on the renovated 
lower, in lien of the spire. Id 1797 t^e tower was again 
nused, and the " flower-potts, finnes, and other handsome 
e wajr to a still more onslghtly railing, which 
1 plaoed on fonr arohes at the 
juQcUoa of the chancel with the nare, and there are transepts, 
bnt the arches of the latter were blocked ap in consequence 
of unmistakeable indications that the tower was too heavy for 
them. This may have been done after the renovation in 
1713, as it appears that no leas than ninety tons of stone 
were nsed on that occauon ! Bnt in that case there is no 
oooountiiig for the tower having been rwaed again in 1797, 
in the face of this known weakncH of its supports. Tlie 
other arahes, giving a view of the chanoel, were also blocked 
np till a reoent period, vhea the preeent incumbent caused 
them to be reopened ; and could some moms be devised for 
restoring the tranaapta to th«r original uMidition, there are 
few ehnrchea in the county that can afbrd a more pleesing 
internal view. In the north transept some portions of mmal 
paintings have been brought to UghC, and by a careful removal 
of the accumulated washings of many years it is probable that 
tome illustrations of ancient times may be discovered, these 
transepts were formerlj' chantries, one John Solemon having 
left proper^ to fonnd them about the year 1320, on the 
usual conditions — to say mass for his soul uid the souls of 
otliers named, besides whieb the chaplains were to find three 
pounds of wax for two tiLpers beEbre the altar of St. Peter 
here, and to distribute five shillings, or com to that amount, 
on the anniversary of the founder. As I before stated, the 
masonry of the chnrch is all of one style — and that bekraging 
to as chaste and beautiful a period of the art as any that 
followed ; the derestoiy is lighted by the original little lancets. 
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de^l; iplayed, and ia supported aa e«oh (ide by nz bknd- 
■ome painted ardies, whieh, with tbeir ah&fted pillM*, bate 
been scraped and jndi^oiuly restored by the incumbeDt, who 
also esosed the soil to be remored from tlie base of the walls 
outside, and restored the old oetagonal fbnt, wliich bad for 
many years done dnty in a fartn-yard as a drinking vessel 
for cows, while a Corinthian pillar «ad basin, for vhich some 
sdentiflo ehnrohwarden bad charged the pariah £60, had 
oBurped its futcttotu in the eharoh. The next suggested 
unproTunent will be to rsmore the gaUery at the west aid, 
and place the organ in one of Uw wslea or transepts. The 
principal entrance to tbo chorch is on the narth side, tati 
the burials are also on that ude of the yard — an nnnsnal 
oirenmatanee for conntry ohnrchyards. A correepondent to 
"Notes aod ftneries" says — "A writer has raeratt; endea- 
Toured to explain the popnhr ^slike to bnrial on the north 
side of the chorch, by reference to the place of the chnrohyard 
ansa, the annninesa, and the greater resort of people to the 
Kvth. These are not only meagre reasons, bat they are 
moorreet. The doctrine of regions was cosTal with the 
death of onr Lord. The east was the realm of the oracles ; 
the especial Throne of God. The west was the domain of 
the people ; the Galilee of ail nations was there. The south, 
the land of the mid-da;, was sacred to things heaieuly and 
divine. The nordi was the devoted region of Satan uid his 
hosts; the Uir of demone and thrir haunt. In some of onr 
ancient chonibes, over against the font, and in the northern 
wall, then was a devil's door. It nss thrown open at every 
bap^m for the escape of the fieod, and at all other seaiona 
carefully closed. Hence came the old dislike to sepulture at 
tlie north." Over the porch was formerly a room, or Galileo, 
wbich projected into tile church, and was supported by two 
of the nave pillars; it extended over the aisle, and bdng 
conadcred an eyesore, was taken down a few years ago; 
traces of the stairs leading to this room may still be seen ia 
the eastern wall of the porch. There is no reoallection a 
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this room having been naed for the reception of dooaments 
(the livinj; beiog tben a peenliar) or for other pnrpoBee ; but 
& traditioD exiits that it vta pracUeaUj' known &t one time 
U the best place in the parish for keeping game 1 !□ the 
chancel of Hippie ehnrch are two nuigfeg of sIjUIh, or miserere 
Beats, the enriona earringa of which are still preserred and 
placed on the lop of Ibe aeala. The anhjects cooaist of a 
delineation of dameetie and social life, and are highly 
interesting. AgrioaJtoiista are repTesented as feeding pigs, 
thrashing grain, harrowing the land, and a man and woman 
are reaping. Others are engaged in pig killing, digging the 
ground, mettding a paling, and driving piles ; there are COU' 
ventional representations of the sun and moon, as aleo of 
Plenty; two men &re apparently armed, one with a sword 
and the other with a sheatli and dagger, as far as oui be 
■scertained ; these latter look not so much unlike some of the 
qiecimens ot militia men which hare recently £Jl«i in oar 
way; while another aewmOatioo to modem times and bshiont 
will be noticed, by the moat casual obserrer, in the large 
cone-like eoat aleeves which the " distreased agrionlturiata " of 
tiuse days (more than font- centuries ago), like the young men 
of the preoenl, rejoice in. Otiier two men are carrying what 
appear to be a bag aad a box, another ia riding a richly 
caparisoned horse with a dog behind him; and two women 
are sitting, witd-like, over a cauldron or porridge pot, a 
distaff being near one of them, and a hungry and sanguinary 
looking cat anxiously watching the calinary operattons from 
behind. The arms of the seats are adorned with busts, 
bouing shields. PorlJona of the rood-screen, which display 
some elaborate and tastrfiil earring, are distributed here and 
there, now forming pi»tions of dotoa, &o. The chancel has 
been neatly adcxned by encanslie tiles and handsome carved 
chairs. Some mx or seven y«Ars ago a brenie eenrnx at 
thurible was dug np in the chancel, and is now m the 
poBseouon of the incumbent The remains of many of the 
former rectors repose in the chancel, where alaa lie Dr. Johu 
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Holta (1734), whose benevolaDoe and ohariciea were notoiioin, 
uid who built the rector? ; the Rer. F. Paikhurat (oefdiew 
of the celebnted lexicographer, the vicar of ^Mm); and 
Samh, wife of William Hodgea (a ronnet raeteff), and daaghter 
of Bialiop Pridcaux (1653)— a lady who had ^veii birth Co 
thirleea children, ahhongh ahe died at the age of thirty- 
three 1 Here abo is H bnsa (o John Wcxidward, "aome- 
timo jeoman of the guard to King Pbillipe and aIbo to 
Qfieea Elizabeth, who died Oct. 4, i59G. William Woodward, 
geuL, graudaon to John Woodward, is here Uid down to sleep 
with hia grandfather, in the dost of the lanie grave, Alarch 
30, 1663, aged aeventy-lire." Nash atatea that in the middle of 
the chancel waa a elooe inlaid with brass, and at the top the 
Ggnre of the Virgin Mary, with the Saviour in her arma ; 
below, a man robed, praying ; (hia waa Thomaa Bastard, 
rector (1584). Some of the Dingleya also lie in the chnrdi, 
but I waa glad to hear that no bnriaU have been permitted 
in ^le interior during the present incumbency. In the chnidi- 
yard ia the followiog enrioos distich : 

" Ai yiHi pAiH by, bebold ep; l™^. 
But arrtr glor; in your itnngUi.- 
Thia atone was raised to the meinory of one Bobert Reeve, 
who died in 1 626, aged fifty-six. He waa sud to have been 
a giant (seven feet four inches in height), the length of hia 
body heing indicated by the distance between (he bead and 
foot ttonee ; and a tradition is current that he met with 
hia death through over-exertion in momug an acre of land 
one day in Ucbingahall meadow. 

There ia a good ring of six bells in the tower, and the 
imstoni, I hear, is to ring instead of toll them, at funerala. 
Thia ia a pracUco which, however oppoaed to the common 
notions of aoraety, ia not at variance with eonnd Chriation 
feeling. Heroic pagan and licentious Mabommedan displayed 
no fear of death ; why then should the Christian view it 
aa a deplorable circumstance I We Prolealanta (not very 
irisely, I tliink) enctHopaas death with go many melancholy 
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emblems, willi so mucli gloom and SLidness, even io its 
nutward fbmis, that tliere is little to remind one of tbe 
hopes beyond the grave — of a reunion wUli the beloved, 
where BicliDeas and death shsU be no more — save in thoee 
Bublima words of the burial service, " 1 know that my 
Redeemer liveth." 

The parish of Rijiple includes the hamlet of Hold&«l and 
the chapelrj of Queenbill. Nash calls Holdfast also a ohapelry, 
bal there is no trace of a chapel there. He states that on 
the wall of the chapel was painted a young king, riding a 
lion. On my way to Longdoa, after passing over a hill 
which commands the beautiful vale in which Tewkesbury lies, 
I had an opportunity of peeping into the chapelry of QueenhilL 
Mr. Dowdeswell had just purchased the estate, and was 
restoring tbe chapel in good s^le, and improving its approaches. 
There is nothing in its architectvire calling for notice, but 
the lood-sereen remains, as also a bandsoine carved polpit 
and a Normiui font In the diancel is an incised stone with 
the outlines of tbe figures of Henry Feeld, of Kingsnorton, 
and Diana his wife (IG84). The principal families buried 
here are the Knottesfards and Barnes. To one of tbe latter 
the following strange epitaph (data 1624) may still be read : 
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Tbe living of Ripple is a reclory in the gift of tbe Bishop 
of Worcester. Net iacDme, £1,040. The tithes were com- 
TDQted for land and k moDey paj'ment in 1801 Kod 1813, 
under endoenre acts. Glebe, SHO acres. Incumbent, the 
BeT. G. Clifton. Curate for Queenhill, Rev. Joe. Hill Grice. 
Clerk, G. Moore. The organist of the pariah church rejoices 
in the somewhat appropriate name of Horniblow, and one of 
the charchvardens possesses tlie still more eapbonions patro- 
nymic of W. Thomeloe Homtblov, bis associate being Mr. 
Thomas AUard. Ripple Hall, now tbe residence of John 
Empson, Esq., Iiard by the cbnrcb, is the property of Mrs. 
Parkhmst, lady of tbe manor. 

1 find that in the year 1437 John Baldwin incurred eccle^- 
astical censure for endeaTonring to deprive the rector of 
Ripple of hie usual mortuaiy, which was, the second best 
beast, in case the lord of the manor clwmed the Grst. When- 
ever the master of the family died, if the lord bad no beriot, 
then the rector claimed the best living animal (tbe feudal 
■yetem having no tenderness for widows or btherlesa children]. 
The abore-named John Baldwin endeavoured (o evade tbia 
shameful extortion b; giving away, during hia illness, all his 
live slock to his cousin ; but as the unfortunate man happened 
to recover, the indignant pariah priest soon acquainted him 
with the enormity of bis crime by eajoining, as a penance, 
that be should walk, bareheaded and barefoot, for three 
Sundays, round the i^urcbyard, holding a torch in his band. 
This is, no doubt, the salutary and godly kind of disdpline 
which the incumbent of Northiield would lain restore t 

Ripple was prob^y in ancient times tbe burial-place for 
Pirlon and tbe three Croomes, as to this day the incumbents 
of those parishes pay a small annual sum, or tttartaary, (o the 
rector of Ripple. 
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^JSS^ORMERLY called Cromb Simon, &om Simoa de 
Of^fi Cnimb, who bold land bore in the time of Heiuy 
^WC^ II, and the name waa entMeqnently alterod tu 
Earl'a Croome, from the Beandump fiunily bmng connected 
witb the parish. The muKir went to the king on the 
atlunder of the Earl of Warwick, and Henry Till granted 
it to Mr. Wimbiah and Lady Talboia his wife. The 
lady'a father, it would seem, had bsen in favour with the 
liing, through a circunatiuiee, which, had it happened in 
lower rauka of life, would have been deemed a lastuig 
diegraee : his wife was a rare beauty, and he, winking 
at the king's paauon for ber, poaketed the inanlt, and 
reaped the pecnniaiy reward of hia wife's dishonour. The 
conaequenee was that she gave birth to a boy who after- 
wards bore the high aounding name of Henry Fitzroy, 
Duke of BJahmtmd and Somerset, who, however, died 
unmairied near the close of his teens. The manor 
Afterwards came Into pooession of William Jeffsrice, Esq., 
who had been cofferer of the household, of Henry Till. 
He resided at Earl's Croome, in 1569, and bis grandson 
it waa to whom Butler (the author of "Hudibras") was 
clerk. The poet found in bim a very kind master, and 
being of a gratefiil turn, Batler used to paint portnits 
of the &mily, whieh were afterwards used to stop up 
windows, there being no merit in the paintings. The 
manor of Earl's Croome bad formerlj the priTilege of a 
fair, which was held amtually on the feaat of St. Laurence, 
in the spacious Harewell Wood. The pariah lies N.B. 
of Upton-on-Sereni ; the village is highly picturesque; 
the church and recloiy-houae look towards each other 
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aa if mntoallj depcmdent; mnd cloie hy, emboeamed io 
trees u>d sbmbbei;, u the Court, the seat of the Hot). 
W. J. CoTontij. 

The church is chiefly of Nomuui conBtroctioD j it has 
neither aide nor transept ; at the veetero end U a battle* 
menled lower with an exterior staircase on the north 
side. The two Normaa doorwayH, north and Bouth of the 
nore, have been blocked up, and . the entrance is now 
ondemeatii the tower, whereby the first view of the interior 
is rendered very plcaung and appropriate. The edges of 
the masonry in the Norman Hgbta in the cbanoel are 
CDrioosly ornamented with ^;-zag, star, bead, and other 
mouldings, or rather acntehinga in the wall, which are 
now nearly ohUterated by a Mmstant tnnceKlaoa of wiwhinga. 
The chancel arch is Norman, haTing a plain Boffit, with 
B roll and chevron mouldinga varionsly diaposed ; and on 
the sontbem impost is caired a lion rampant and a Sowing 
foliated ornament. There is a sqoare bracket in the wall 
on each ^da of the east window : this window has eome 
stained glaas, with onblema, and a small painting of Christ 
taken from tho cross. The other windows are chiefly 
I>ea»raled insertions, bnt one is cut square, and has a 
wooden frame I The church, I believe, was repaired in 
1832 by sntecription, a rate, and a lease of pariah lanila, 
at a. coat of jCIOO, Every inch of gronnd in the sacred 
boildii^ seems la have been rendered serviceable lor the 
accommodation of the parifAionera, and, although the gallery 
at the weatem end by no meana adds to the internal 
q>peaTanca of the ehnrcb, it is one of the neatest little 
edifices hereabout, and the ivy clinging to its w^ls 
barmaniseB very gracefully with the antiquity of the 
masonry. There is a new stone fbiit of a Tery chaste 
oonBtrucUon, having four engaged shafts, the united 
CBplaU of which form a quatrefoiled barin. Among the 
monuments is one to the late Bev. C- Dniine, who died 
in IBGO, after for^-tbree jeait' reotoiship, also some to 
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tbs family of the Jefferys, of TBrioos dates more and 
leei than two centuries old, inelading one to Maiy, vife 
of Witliam Jeffery (1668)— 

■'WheliywUtehenanneredye jourg. 

There is a table of charides dated 1712, sbawing that five 
pieces of land, fire honseB, and £20, have been left to 
the poor at varioua timefi, £be interest of the £21) to be 
given m bread on ChriBtmaH eve. A Sunday school is held 
in A bonse near the church, but I bear that a new school 
is to bs built. Average attendance about twenty. The 
Rev. C. Dunne is the patron and incumbent of the living 
(a rectoij); ralne, £200. Population in 1841, 194; in 
1851, 199. Clerli, Thomu towe. 




%^^T the southern base of the Bredon Hilli, and in a 
^ n S loiS Worcestershire peninsula running into the ad- 
0Sf^^ joining county of Gloucesler, lies the palish of 
Overbury. From Aehchurch to Oveibury the scenery is of 
such a kind as to wanant me in saying that if the viator to 
Woicesteiabire neglects to rint the Bredon coontry he hna 
but an imperfect knowledge of the natural cbarmB we can 
muster in this part of the world. The most fertile orchards 
and meadows, having a kind of frame-work of cottagers' 
gardens, which line the road sides ; undulating and serpentine 
roads and lanes, rejoicing in the shade of hedge-row timber; 
and the ever-varying pnwpecia which the delightful Bredon 
Hills afTord, dotted with churches, m 



ong the prominent features of a locality 
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wbicb is Justly famed fiir its raral beauties. Tho village 
(or "town," as it is denomiiiated □□ mme old nioiillineiite} 
of Orerbarj U both neat and clean ; its Etone walls, and 
cottages of tbe tame mateiial (the atune htaog obtained 
from tba billi) Temind one of ila pmnimity to Gloueegter- 
abire, and afford a contrast to tbe dark brick and timber 
dwellings and the hedge-rows of onr own county. Some 
of the outlying cottages are on tlte ascent to the bill, 
and odd greatly to the pictureeque eGTeet. I noUced a po«t- 
offioe, and a cbnrcb school built m 184S. This school is 
managed by a mistress ; the children pay a b^fpenny per 
week, and about fifty attend. Tbe cborch is embowered in 
lofty trees, and close by is the Court Hooae, the property of 
R. Martin, Esq., bat now occupied by Mr. Berkeley, jun., of 
Spetchley. l^e late Mr. James Martin and his father planted 
nearly erei^ tiee on the estate, built the mansion, and in fact 
made the place one of the most delightful villages in tbe county. 
There are two silk and two com mills carried on here, the 
motive power being derived from the bill rivulets. The rulers 
of the village have taken every precaution that the identity 
of the place ahall not be lost^ for the name " Overbury " is 
placarded on almost every old wall and gabte — an act of 
redundancy, however, which no traveller will be disposed to 
find Rtnlt with. The parish incladed the cbapelries of Alatone, 
Tedi^gton, and Little Wsshboume, with the hamlet of 
Conderton. Little Waahhoume and Alslone are now in Glon- 
oeeteTBhire. The population of the whole parish, exdnaive 
of those two chapelries, waa~b 1641, 749; in 1861, 638. 
In 1811, when the tithes were commuted, the living was 
valued at £429 ; it is now probably wortb much mora, Tba 
Rev. W. Smith is (be vicar. Patrons, tbe Dean and Chapter 
of WorceatM?. 

On arriving at tbe church, soon aAer nme o'clock in the 
morning, I was surprised to hebr the service going on within, 
and lifting the latch, I entered. In the porch was placed a 
notice-board, with the following anuouncanent on it: "Morning 
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prayer at aioe o'clock. The litany tmd c 
»t ft qturter-paat eleren. ETeoiug prajBF &t s quarter-past 
three. N,B. — The holy wcnments of baptism bjiiI the Lord's 
supper on the fint Sniiday in every month, and aleo at the 
hoi; festivals of Christmas, Bpipbany, Easter, Aacengkin, and 
Whitsandaf. Holy days: morning prayer at nine o'clock, 
oommunioa service at twelve, eveniog prayer at seven. Duly 
service : morning prayer at eight, evening prayer at seven. 
Litany on Wednesdays and Fridays at twelve. Ascension 
Day (or Holy Thursday), Hay 29; St. Barnabas, June 11; 
St. John Baptist, June 25 ((} ; St. Peter, Jane 29 ; St. James, 
July 26 ; St. Bartholomew, Augost 24 ; St. Matthew, Sept, 2! ; 
St. Hicbael, Sept 29." Having paused to take breath, I 
looked round for tlie slonp of holy water, and &ncying the 
smell of incense was not far off, I qnictly slipped into one 
of the ontaide seals. The vicar was officiating. As he pro- 
nounced the benediction he raised his hands in the most 
approved mediaeval style, while I could not help thinking 
that a " Dominns vabieeum " would have been more congenial 
to his feelings than a simple " The Lord be with yoa " in 
the plain vernacular tongue of the English people. There 
were two lecterns, &om one of which' — that &dng the west — 
he read to the people, and from the other he prayed east- 
ward, witb his hack to the congregation. The former nss 
placed near to the people, and the latter not far from tbe 
communi<Hi table ; and from and to these three paints the rev. 
gentleman was constantly shifting, with genuflexion or kneeling 
at the aancelli. The services were intoned, and the responses 
made by the school children at the west end; there was no 
clerk, and a lad officiated as sexton. Feeling somewhat curious 
to hear what kind of doctrine wonld emanate from Mr. Smith's 
pnlpit, I also attended the second morning service, having 
occupied the interval by taking notes of the church, &c. 
The reverend gentleman preadied in his surplice, and in his 
sermon he soundly rated both clergy and laity of the past 
generation for their neglect of church building and of " the 
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Toice of the ehnrdi," and likewise coadenuied the lack o€ 
ulf-deaiil and moitiflcatioD of the preient day. Fn>m the 
teoor of this ^aconne I «aa delighted to Bud lo much zral 
and Belf-denia] od the part of a elergyman ot an extenaire 
pariah — attributed the entiTe repair of this Bne old church 
to hto muDifieotee — wondered that out of a popolation ol 
800 per8on» so few irere found to anemble onder his miniatry 
— and HM a palish, onoe the most united, ahonld have beoome 
BO morallj miBcrable and disaffected ; bat it does not always 
happen that by tiirowing dust on the bearda of our foreAitben 
we Tsry aboDdanUy uioint onr own ; at least it is erideot 
that Mr. Smith's very Christian seal and t«ider affection for 
the large flock cntnmted to him are completely ignored in 
the pari^ The dulji aei'tiues and lunta' days, aa I am 
informed, are attended by an average of aome half-a-dozen 
old penoni and the aebool children ; and althongh tbe bulk 
of the population live within half a mile of the ehurcb, 
eoareely more than a twentieth part of them come lo its 
■errices. Han; of the respectable psriahionerB attend Beck- 
ford chnrch, or prefto the Dissenting chapel at Overboiy, 
beiddes which is a handsome Catholic chapel recently built 
at Eemerton, and both an well attended. That at Overburr 
is osed by tbe Independents and B^itiata alternately : it was 
erected by sabacription in 1838, and contains nearly 200 
seats; a Sunday school is annexed. 

The ehurcb baa bem very effiwently repured, at a cost 
of about £480, bendes £50 for renoTiitions at the west 
end, not included in the contract, and for which there 
was a special subscription. To meet the greater sum 
there was about £70 in hand from the rents of the 
cborcb loud. The rest was to be niaed by rate; hut 
the ntmost dissension and ill-feeling have existed in the 
parish on this subject, oor is it likely that the parishionera, 
in the existing conditioa of things, can be conciliated in 
IkTour of that church, of which, under other i 
they might become faithful and tealoiu membets. 
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The church is on ancient and lundsome structure, 
having a ch&noel, aaxe, two aide usiea, and a lower rining 
between the nave and chancel. There is a raulted alona 
roof to the tduueel, ia two bays, wilh tlie head of a 
female carved od each boss. One of these probably 
repreecDlH St. Faitb, to vhom the church is dedicated. 
She was a French virgin and martyr in the third century. 
The masonry of the chancel ia Early Englieb : there are 
two long lancet lights in recess od each side, having ehafls 
with Btiff, volute-like capitals ; the groining of the roof 
BpiingB Irom a Blender shaft res^g on the ground 
between the bays; at the base of the window recesses 
is a string- course, which runs Dp into a DioaldiDg, tra- 
veruDg the ODtline of the bay, SDd impartiDg a richoess 
and flniah thereto. The east wiDdow is Peq>endicDlar, 
with handsoDie tracery for that style ; the lower part, 
which conusta of a string of quatrefoils, is blocked np. 
On the ebaueel wall is a rude drawing of a Greek cross, 
done in red, within a circle and square. The base of 
the tower is divided from chancel and nave hy pointed 
arehes : its walls have handsome Perpendicular windows. 
The nave is the oldeet part of the building, having four 
Norman arches on each side, with clerestory lights above. 
The archei on the sonth side hare an eaeaJep moulding ; 
the mouldings on those of the north are plain, and 
terminate on corbels, one of which represents the head 
of a man or fiend, having beast's ears, and the other 
that of a female wenring a dose fitting cap. In the walls, 
above these arches, are brackets and string-courses, 
showing that the original roofs of the i^es were lower than 
the present ones. A part of the slain which formerly 
led to the rood-loft still remains on the north side of 
the nave nearest the chanceL The aisles are new, and 
have handsome Decorated windows. The west end is 
aho renovated, and has an KE. window of triple lancets, 
in tecem, with detached shafts — a fine specimen of which 
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aaj be seen in the upper tmuepta of WorcsBter 
Cathedral. This is ooa of the moet beaatifnl and effective 
feUuree of the Early EngUah style. The principal door- 
way is Norman, vith a new atone porch. The tower ia 
FeTpendicDhir, haa three Btages, and is embattled ; its 
gargoyln and other carred work are eurioni, including 
the likeoeaB of a etnnge animal, which laaj he a cmcodile 
or a ferret ; there aie aleo some good PerpeDdicniar win- 
dows in the upper stage. The eaat end of the chnrch ia 
ahrouded in iry, which harmonieea with and throws out 
in high relief the aharp, bold mouldiDgs of the Early 
English work. The interior of the chnrch, moreover, 
eqiedally when viewed from the cluuiee], is liighly sng- 
geatire of beantj. The restora^ons have been well eieonted, 
■nd ail whitewash nod plaster have been carefully scraped 
from the walls ; bnt mnch yet remains to be done. 
The laata are very shabby, being probably between two 
and three eenturiee old : they are ornamented with Perpen- 
dicnlar carnng. The orgui also ia lying at the west end 
like a piece of tmnber ; it waa removed from it* place at 
the time of the repairs, and ia now greatly oat of order. 
Among the other furniture of the church is an old carved 
pnlpit, two lecterns, and an interesting old font. The latter 
has a eirculaF baun, large enough fbr total immer^on, on 
an octagonal shaft omammted with the hall flower. Ob 
tile bamn are carved a variety of subjects, divided by pep- 
pendicnlar lines of beaded and cable moulding. One of 
theae snbjecta ii qiparently our Saviour as the Good Sliep- 
herd, having a shepherd's crook in each hand, and standing 
beneath an arch, probably symltolical of Christ as the door — 
"I am the door." Next appears a figore bearing something 
in bia hand, but whether this represents a pilgrim with his 
■crip, or an eedcsastic with pix or ceoser, I could not discover. 
On the other parts of the font are scrolls, foliations, and 
the dove descending, aa an emblem of the Holy Glioat. 
a of this porUon seem to be so mneh 
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more modtm tliMi tha figure* «n the other side I slunild 
UBgn the tHUun to the Norman period. The font waa 
foonerly plaatered over, at a time probabl]' when the cmaade 
agaitut an kinds of imagea prevailed, and it iraa restored 
about fifteen years ago. 

Id the chancel lie the bmilies of Martin and Fanons, 
deaoribed u "of this lown." Tha monoments inclade one 
to James Uartin, who represoDted Tewkesbury in nine ane- 
iKssiTe Parliaments, and vbs niiiTBrBallf admired (as (he 
Andrew Marvel of his time) for his politJcal iategrit;^ and 
his tore of dTil and rehgiona Ubert;; he d[sd in IBIO, aged 
BeTeDt;-two. It has been aaid of him, that althongh he sat 
ao man; years in Parliament, he never gave a vote tiut eoat 
his eonntiy a guinea or a tear. Tablets and stones to the 
Darke fan^y are so namerona hrae as to enggest the idea that 
(hey would have been an admirable race to colonize a new 
tettlemeol In the north aisle is an inscription setting forth 
that " this stone was lud down by direction of Mrs. E. Wood, 
who haa by her will requested that the adjoiiuDg vault may 
not be dieturhed." The frequent repeti&n of outrageoos 
panegyrio on the monuments here is perfectly shocking : " He 
waa truly posMsaed of eveiy Christian principle," " He was 
one of the best of men," and anch like, conalanUy meets the 
eye, notwithstauding the elaqnent rebuke contained in a verae 
(o be seen in the churchyard : 

" Bngnn no flaMery on your itone, 

Formiobxuttin'ilon: 

BaliraUaa count bg Chriat aloiu, 

Aod what haa mu lo boaal?" 

On a table of cbariCea in (he church is an account of £200 
left by Mrs. E. Wood, of Gloucester, and which benetaotion 
bad since be»i converted into £Ui, 6b. 3d. three per cents., 
pi<odncicg annually £13. 6b. 6d., for keeping in repair her 
ftmily vanit, and the remuadec to be applied in porcbasiDg 
dotbea for the poia- of the pariah who shall support them- 
«slv«8 and their fiunilies without parochial aid. This charity 
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is vei7 proper9]r giTen away u directed by her will ; and > 
few years unce a new tnut was appointed to saeceed tbe 
deoeaaed of Mr. R. MartJn, banker, London, Mr. J. Martin, 
Mr. T. Bamett, aod Mr. Veend, of Orerbuiy. Mis. Agg 
ako left ^£10, the anniutl interest of which to be laid oat OD 
poor widowB, and the principal waa vested in the hands of 
the oTeraeeis. Thia is supposed to be lost, not having been 
paid for about twenty years, and for several years it waa 
pud oDt of tiie poor-nis instead af the interest from the 
beqnesL I wM noable to inspect the parisb register or 
other documents, having been informed that the vicar had 
talien poasesaion of the chest, and remared it te his house 
(where I did not choose to seek for it). I am enabled, 
hovever, to present a curious docDmoit belon^g to this parish, 
beingaeopyof tbe will of John Baxter, of Conderton, Overbury, 
as proved in the Couwstoiy Court of Worcester in 1734 ; 



Nine tbtttnf I btqneath irnto hU ie«h, three a pee« 1 
Wbicli belDt p^d hit bends la fr»de I mswie tbe tblrt; 
I gin ud l»queath (eon poundi to taj uin !□ Isw Jc 
And ttane poundim peece Co bie S youngeiC ODH^Biimuel^oiit 
I give ud bequeatli to dhj liiten Ibne chUdwi John 
HoH uid Add one pound nobtei ■ peece. A altnder 1 
I gtva ud beqneuh to m; unn la Iswe WUIlun Wbll 
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U(88£ SMALL village atxiiit trmr miles from Eveshun (o the 
|E id K Chettenliam road. It has a loiga church, all ia the 
hMHS Perpendicular style, with a kind of turret (hexagonal) 
at the weM end for a tower, and a apire to match. The 
interior of the buildinjt presenla merely a large oblong room, 
with tall tiro-light windows in the aide walla, an east window 
. of fire hghta, and an open wooden nof of spmi-circular shape. 
There is a alone porch, same date as church. The exterior view 
is pleasing, and from one or two weeterly pointa it ia singularly 
so, owing to the novel shape of tower aud spire. In the 
chancel, the canopy' work of the recedos haa been rudely broken 
olf, but the occurrence toob place so mwiy years ago that 
DO distinct recollection of the cause is preserved, except that 
it was done dnring some parochial riot, when the mob got 
posseswon of the church. Fragments of the stonework have 
since been fbnnd in a mill-pond near. There is a veiy elegant 
canopied piacina with stone shelf, the projecting basin fomiing 
the capital of a shaft descending to the ground, and there are 
two stone sedilia like phuD arm-chaira. The rood-screen remuns, 
fdtowing the unusual feature of being punted, not carved ; 
and on its topmost crosa-heam, which traverses the entire 
width of the church, stand two lofty upright beams, supporting 
another cross-timber, which is Bied on the walls at the spring 
of the roof. The date on some of the older seals is IGG6. 
Too much light ia admitted inlo the church through the large 
and numerons windows. Only a t^w hits of stained glass are 
lo be seen, one of which, in the north window of the chancel, 
contains a figure with a church in its hand, probably intended 
to represent the founder. I noticed the following epit^hs 
here. The first is to one of the Ciandertoa family, who was 
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pnbilily attached to the Kience of astronomy ; the neeond to 
a joimg womim, vhme surviTiog friends orinced thmr idolatry 
in • deplorably indecent mitiner : 



r 1 doa Ltv* by lootlnge of mj b»4t1]«, 
ice Chrlil ba batb unblng'd ;s gntn of di 
id ctimns'd nij (rctp'cft oF mortAllty 



^boogli bodj lye In gan. 



Of lit perfection ere thy ki could bout. 
Bt«o In UiJ lender }tm Uij Tirtum inc 
Aj vimderliif ugeli thought for arth tc 
Bo bogged thea buk (choice gifll u moc 
To add »» glorj to tbj nHll** Haaien.' 



The burials in the ehnrehyard are all on the north iid^ the 
principal entrance to the church beinjt on the ulne side. 

About twenty adalta only attended this chnrch on the 
moming of my vigit, out of a popnlmtion of 348, bat ti bett^ 
hope may be cherished of the generation to come, aa there 
wai a large mneter of school children. I hear there are 
nearly Mne^ namea on the scbool-booka. The only two 
well-to-da looking individniln present of the congregation bo 
hx forgot themselves as to ut down during the Kngiag, but 
I was g;Ud to observe that the poorer people had a niore 
eorrect idea of what was due to the place and occauon. It 
must be admitted, howerer, that the musical perfbrmanceg 
were of sucb a cbaracter as totally to preclade all noUon 
of wcoship or praise. The clerk (or rather the clerk's deputy, 
fi^ the real official was kept at homo by indisposition} was 
afficted yntb an iafiexible obstinction in the throat, which 
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be nude the moat Tigorons bat futile eSorto to remove about 
twice in eTerj' Hne ; he yna jomed bj another ruatio, who 
IJtanUI; groaned out an Bccomptuiimeat, conaiB^g of a nnge 
of but three notfs only, the utelody of which spproiciiaated 
more to (he drone of the bagpipe than to any other article 
or thing professing to be moaicat. 

The living is a rectory in the patronage of the Dean and 
Chapter of Worcester; net valne, £22B, besides residenceL 
The tilhes were eommnted for huid and a money payment 
in 1810. The glebe oompriaea 200 acres. Inomabent, the 
lUv. W. H. Barber. Clerk, Richard Mayo. Popntatiou in 
1841, 318; in 1851, 318. A few yeari ago two bronze apear- 
heada, with portions of their staves attached, were found in 
the bank of a brook in this parish, ako pieces of Roman 
armoor %nd Britiah cells, SB though Che rude Brit«n and 
the polished Roman had latlen here t(^;ether in the death 
Btmggle, each leaving his weapon to tell of the event ; several 
very large antlers were also dag np at the same time. The 
great indent road, called the Rycknield Street, or Bidgeway, 
from St. David's to Tynemonth, is said to have been traced 
west of Sedgebcrrow, 



§tnt mi litth CnmlitttBn. 



eHE way to these btereetlng villages is by rulway to 
£cbiDgton, &om whence a walk of three miles will 
bring you to the greater of the two celebrities. The 
church IB first seen on ascending the bank abont a mile from 
the rulway atatioa, where it appears slmast within gun-shot, 
but the ftirther you walk the more it seems to recede : occa- 
nonally it pops out of sight attogether, and then yon must 
wait patiently for some sharp curvature in the road or the 
■acent of some acclivi^ to reveal it once more. I took it for 
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ft nrt of ■rcMteotoiml tgrnit fatutu or fiUa morgana, and 
BDHpeotod the tnnaparaia; of the lir Kroiuid the Brcdon 
Hilla (which you skiit in panHog) muat bare had •omething 
to ^ with the iUnaoiy neiriKM of the little bnildiiig. Bat 
bow exqniiile ia the taped of Datore Ima thin point 1 Right 
before yoa i> the tower of the aforeaaid chnrch Ennnonnting 
a clnater of traes, like « brown filbmt with its dependent 
fUiage; ft veidaot little valley lies between ]nin and thia Srat 
object of joor adminUimi; on the Tight aie die aieep gre^ 
aidee of old Bredon, with its mmennu elmnpa of trMa 
dotting the sorboe with their deep abadowa, wlueh contraBt 
moat atrikingl; with the large and brilliant white elonda 
HuliDg aftjeatically within a few jraida of ila top ; on the 
left the beantifnl Talleya of the Avoo and Severn wem to 
unite, and are varied by the licbeat oolonn, with ydlow 
waving grain and gnat maww of dark brown woodluidi 
while behind is a hmg awn^ ti 0(ninli7, terminating in tha 
other bOla of which WoTocMraahire ia ao jnatly pmnd, and 
with Strooaham dmreh im a gentle elevation in the ttre- 
gronod. The neighbooriiaad of Grcftt Comberton ia aaid to 
have been &mona tor the nure and enrioua planta foo&d 
thwe, and it will abo be diatingoi^ed in histoiy aa having 
been the birth-place of Anthony Palmer, whom Naab deeeribefl 
aa " a notable &natie and aji active man both before and 
aflw the RMtotation." Tbe cboreh, whidi is dediisted to 
St Hiebael, ia kept in vary creditable order, since ita realo- 
ration in 1836, and the burying-groand betokena great care; 
there ia alio an ur of comfbct in the labourers' oottagea that 
mmnmd it. Tbe bnikling ig oblong, with ■ tower at the 
weat end, nnder which ia the entrance dow. A portion of 
the baae of the walla ia Early English, but the cbnroh waa 
nearly rebuilt during the Perpendicular period. The chancel 
leqnirea much to be done, and especially the insertion of a 
good window, the removal of the wooden vesbr, and the 
oeetion of a better cfaaneel aroh, when the effect of the view 
on entering the chureb at tbe west end, de^Ue the gallery 
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fixed there, wonld Dot be impleaaiag. There is a trefoil- 
headed piBciiia in the chaneel, nhich has a stone shelf not 
tnore thim three iuches broad, and the edge nunilding of the 
piacina ia ogee. I observed nothing else irorthf of note 
except that on one of the fire bells are the raised imprestdoiu 
of three coiiu, one of whkh I found was of the time of 
Charles II. The charity table records that lands and premises 
(called "the pariah Isjida") were left many years ago by an 
unknown donor, and the proceeds had always been employed 
by the landholders of the pu'iah to some pahhc uses, tiz., 
sometimes hi the repurs of the churoh, and at other times 
to the use of the poor or to soch other public use as the 
landbolderH thought fit. Benefactions have also been left by 
Alderman Gibbs, of London, Ur. Edward Walker, Mr. Joseph 
Wright, Mrs. Wilhams, and Miss Middleton, of Sbrewabury. 

Grreat Combertou is a rectory, value about £260. Patron 
and inenmb^t. Rev. C. H. Parker (1826). Robert Groves, 
clerk. Population in 1841, 21G; in 1851, 239. There U a 
Sunday school areisging thirty-fonr scholars, a daily school 
with about twenty, and an infant school. The parish register 
commences at 1640, and the vestry book at 1674. In the 
year 1 697 the chnrchwardens' jvor'y account was ^. lis. 5d. ! 
" Charming " for bums, eorea, Ac, is still practJsed in the 
parish, and lucky and unlucky days are observed. 

Little Comberton is a parish and rectory by itself. The 
value of the living about the same as that of its major oame- 
salce. The population in 1841 was Q29, and in 1831, 216. 
Pabon and incumbent, Bev. W. Parker. Curate, Rev. Mr. 
Vaagban. Clerk, Q. Faulkner. There is a Sunday school 
with forty, and a day school with thirty-Gve scholais. A 
new school-house was built in the churchyard in 1840. Two 
ancient timbered houses in the village attract the notiee of 
the paaeer-by : that nearest to the church is probably the 
manor-house, which formerly belonged to Justice MaliepeMe, 
and came to the Wi^ey family, and is now poos c oo o d, with 
» OMidderBble e«tat«, 1^ Uc. Seveme, who married the eldest 
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Uisa Wigtey. Tbe charoh tUnd« oa » lisiiig gmnnd, Bor- 
Tomided by lofty trees, unong wbioh the handBome Ferpen- 
dicniar towei is seen to great advaolage. The building is 
(onal), having no Aisles or traasepta ; the walls ars white- 
washed, and the pows painted stone cotonr! The ehanctd 
■roh, which is ahnoBt flat, and rests OD plain Dorbeb in the 
walls, is a narrow strip of sometlUDg like wood, ochred over. 
The legs of the tower, which eopport lofty archea, are Open 
to the church, and enclose a space occupied by seats. The 
head moulding over the west window terminates in two ball- 
flowers as carbela ; the window is of three Ughts, cinqnefoiled. 
The east window, which is painted, and contains the Crucifixion 
and other events in the life of Cbrist, was given by the 
rector in 1843. The chm^h was new seated in 1336, when 
also the mtire south wall was rebuilt, and new windows 
were put in. That moat extraordinaiy chancel arch, and 
varions square holes for windows here and there, were probably 
also the work of the same period. In ^e chancel is ■ trefoil- 
headed piscina, the shape of the top fblia^n being ogee; 
the basin is gone. There are some eneaostio tiles here, four 
and more to a pattern. The porch is of stone, bearing the 
date of 1639 on one side, and on the other some capital 
letters, piobablj' the initials of the church wardens. On the 
stone tympanum of the door areh (which is Norman) is a 
rudely oarved repreemtaUoo of the cross in aubibui, the 
sani-dnde of the areh no doubt being intended for the flrma- 
moit. The Norman carvers must have been thinking more 
of apple dumplings than of elouds when they chiselled this 
Spedmen of their skilL The tower contauia UiTee bells, which 
have the inscriptions — "Proeperity to this parish, 1760," 
"Abell Rudhall cast ns all," and "Richard Neale, Thomas 
Young, ohnrchwardens, 1760." The families of Neale and 
Shekell lie underneath the chancel. The Shekells still retain 
pn^>erty in the parish, but live at Pebworth ; the Nealea 
have left entirely, la the south wall of the nave a stone 
■lab is inacrted just above a mail sqoare hole, being ume- 
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tiling like s pbdoB, with zig-sig nDder tba ntooli^g. The 
slab is thoB inecribed : ** There are two acres of Uuid beloDgiog 
to this ehureh which was an antient ff&. Ye doDer's name 
ia not known by any man resident in this pariah, NoT'mr ye 6, 
1710. Charles Lawrence, geuL, John Cole, chur^wanlenB.'* 
1 noticed in the chorobyard the memorials of several deoeaaed 
children of the rector, and on the Bame stone a few afiectioaate 
lines in remembiBniia of Maria GaTes, their Quthfnl and 
attached none. Such instaucefi of good teeting and lack of 
pride I am alwi^ lu^PP? ^ record: they are honourable 
alike to master and serrant. It is recorded that in the 
sixteenth of lUchard II the prior and convent of Worcester 
granted the following coirody to John Sonnebume, rector of 
Lit^e Comberton : " A loaf of the larger size, anoth^ of the 
spoDsalile size, snd a draft of the beet beer that the oonvent 
drank, eTery day during his life, the sum of 53s. yearly, 
and Ukewise a chamber in the Priory, decent and suited to 
hia rank, to be repured and fumlahed at th^ expense." 
Seine of the rights and privileges of the parochial clergy 
ui those days were amuaing enongli. At Croesthwaite church 
the minister's stipend was £5 per annom and " goose-graBs," 
or the right of commoning his geeee; also, a " whilUegait," 
or the valuable privilege of umng Us knife for a week at a 
time at any table in the parish ; and lastly, a hardened aark, 
or shirt of coarse linau—A Saxon ama of Edward the Elder 
was a few yearo ago fonud in this parish. 



ItitkkjramptnD. 

vJSIgT often happens with ehorches, as with individuals, 
HAW that those from whom yon expect the least prove 
»tSfit in the raid the most entitled to notice. Now I caw 
the little tower of Bricklehampt«n dnrch from ibe distance 
of a field or two, and doubled whether or not it was a pigeon- 
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hmue : it ii a snuJl, qneer, modero thing of brielc, and is 
tiled. The chnrch, too, on mj entering tlie yard, appeared 
BO diminutire — there conld snrelf be nothing in it. HaTing 
knocked at the door of a cottage hard by, an elderlj voman, 
at my request, branght me the key, observing with a smile, 
"It be a nighty anld on, sir." The bey was maaaive, and 
beloaged to the cfanrch-door lock, on which was the date 
1C41 ; the door itself is however modem (1837), and has 
a French Uteh, for which no doubt that venerable key, 
grasped as it lias been by the hands of chnrch-going officials 
fiir between two and three centnriea, vonld feel Uie greatest 
contempt were it bnt capable of conscionsnesa. The door' 
way ia a good spedmeu of Late Norman, with the chevron 
on several bees, billet and other moaldinga, and good corbel 
faeada. The next thing observed waa a mity — a massiTe 
atone stonp projecting &om the interior of the waU >i«aT tbe 
entrance : it is of rude workmanship, rounded and hollowed 
ont, with a bra^et in the waJl above it Then came a very 
large Norman fbnt, conical, with the croea palte and the star 
of six points on it ; ancient oak sealo, or latber planks and 
junlia &atened together, on which nothing but the saw and 
the hammer seemed ever to have been need ; some mde 
bricks fi:^ a floor, with a few tiles In the chancel ; the remains 
of some old miserere stalls, whieh have beoi badly used, as 
nothing bnt the backs and ndes remuns ; two stone sedilia, 
irithout canopies, and mudi Uke arm-chairs ; two trrfoil 
piscinas in chancel and nave ; a monldering oak chest, long 
and gaunt, and in the last stage of decay. The chancel 
itself, too, reminded me of one of the chambers of Pompeii, 
although not much more than eix centories had paased since 
the hammers of the Early English masons had resounded on 
its walls. The deeply recessed lancet lights snd massiTe 
masonry of that little structure, the sepulchral smell of 
mouldy timber, and the solemn ulence, broken only by my 
own faot-&ll, wizard.>lilie, recalled the shadows of by-gone 
sgCB, whose actors presented themselves to the imagination 
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in rarioDS characters — some all nidiant and hopeful, otheis 
covered in a veil of black despair, and with never-ending 
remone reverting to the period of deapiaed opportuaities 
which the ministiy of the word in that humble edifice had 
in their life-time held out to them. A long line of village 
pRatorB, too, seemed to move by, some Belf-convicted of not 
having pracdaed what they taught, and others rejoicinjt in the 
promise that " He who caoBcth a sinner to be converted 
from the evil of his ways shall save his sonl from death, 
and sball cover a multitude of sins." The only noticeable 
monumeat in this church is to the memory of Frances 
Elizabeth, wife of F. Woodward, Esq., who died in 1849, 
aged IhirQi-ux. The ecfaool-nmm in the cbarchyard waa 
built by F. Woodward, Esq., and the late John Phipps, 
Esq., of Bricklebampton, for a Sunday school, and there 
ue now nearly thirty names of children on the books. There 
is also a dame's echool in the village. Coals are distributed 
every Christmas, and a treat is given to the old peopie and 
the Sunday school children. A amall olothing club has also 
joBt been estabUabed by the curate. 

Bricklehamptrai is one of the chapelries of Pershore, the 
offidating curate being the Rev. B. Hemming. Clerk, John 
Asbwin. Population in 1611, 173; in 1851, 170. 

P.S. — There are two or three windows in the nave of the 
above church wbicb bavs been cut oat in modem times, and 
are supplied with wooden fiames. The sooner a reetMBtion 
takes place the better. The chancel is intended to be restored 
by Mr. Woodward, as the owner of the tithe estate. 

In the Townsend MS. is an entry of an order made at 
Worcester Sessions, Jannary 13, 1631, relative to "one 
Corbett, a Parliament soldier settled at Bricklebampton, who 
did pm>chase half an acre to build an hanse with ; the 
parishioners were content, but the lord (of the manor) 
refiiaeth : " ordered, " that Corbett shall have liberty to build and 
eonlinew it for his habitacon." This was at a time when great 
jealousy was entertained as to the building of new cottages, from 
a dread of encouraging poor people, or harhooring paapera. 
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yiiffijOBERT, the steward of WillUm the Cooqpiaot, in 
9^B pnmnanee of the poliey of his lord ud roaster, 
TBSBt wized EhDley from the manaateiy of W(»CGSter, 
■nd built a caatle under Bredon Hill, bat Robert b«ng dis- 
graced, and ijiag vjifaont imie, the maDor and cattle fell 
to hia brother, Uiso d'Abitot Urao haiing become hereditary 
sheriff of WorceBterahire, had muiots audgned to him in 
erery part of the county. This was done as a matter of 
policy, inrestiog him with power to keep this part of the 
newly Mm^oered kingdom in sabjedion. Tbe race of the 
D'Abitote mded ia an heireea (the daughter of Uroo), who 
wa> raarzied to one of the Beauchamps, and then we find 
the name of the lattra fiunily as extenuvdy nsed in con- 
nection with a large nnmber. of manora in the connty a« 
that of thrar predecesw^ had been, the castle of Ebaley 
bdng thnr chief seat. Tbe castle vaa dealroyed upon 
the attunder of the Earl of Warwick. Heni7 Till granted 
the manor to Chriatepher Savage, whose &mily long remained 
at Ehnley. This parish and that of Hantey Castle hare 
disputed the honour of giving birth to tbe blood-tbira^ 
Bishop Bonnn. It is said that George Savage, parish 
priest of Denham, in Cheshire (a base son of John 
Savage, Knight), who had previously been the &ther of mx 
illegitimate children b; various women, begat this unpriii- 
rapled and relentless firebrand hi a aimilar manner ; one 
Elizabeth Frodsham being the mother, who was sent to be 
confined ^t Hr. Savage's bouse at Elmley, after whieh a 
sawyer, named Bamier, married her. 

The village and the capaoioiui ohnrch attached thereto 
•fiU afibrd proa& of the eomparative importance that formerly 
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belonged to the place, hiBtoricsllf. Among tbeee is the bue 
will Ebafl of the cross At the entnuice to the village. The 
church Etaoda in need of the akill of the renoTBMr aa much 
as an; one I know oC The chancel arch ia a paltF}' thing, 
nith wooden wunscot and , keyatone ; a huge gallei^ and 
a decayed and nnaightl; wooden staircase to tbe lower 
obstruct the view of the weetem window and greaUy deform 
that entrance — already sufficiently ngly by its large unappro- 
priated apace and its long flight of steps from the higher 
ground of the jaid down to the centre of the church. 
There ia likewise a doorway in the north wall, and the 
thoiongh dran thus occ*«oaed cannot bat be datigeroos 
to the penonq who ut ne«r. I am giad lo hear that an 
improvement ia contemplated at the western end. The 
dioncel is apudal ; fbuT pointed arches divide the nave on 
either side from the usles ; some of the sapporting pillara 
are square and cdien octagonal ; the roof is aemi-oiroular, 
whitewashed, and liaa, ^paiently, a wAoden cornice ; strange 
holes are also cut out of the roof fbr windows, the ulflil]/ 
even of which — not to mention the beauty — ia hardly 
perceptible ; the walls are damp, and the tower in a flitting 
oonditiOD. It contuns six bells. The eaat window of the 
north aisle or cha{)el was atopped up some hmidred and 
fifty years ago by an immenae mooument, which is the 
more to be deplored aa it was a Jesse window. Some of 
the windows in the apsis were restored about six years 
ago, at the expense of the Rev. W. Parker and Mia. Daviee 
(now Lady Pakingtan). The walls of the church are almost 
mtirdy of the Perpcndicnlar period, with a httle earlier 
work at the base of the tower. The walls on the north 
aide are low and batUemented, and those on the sonth are 
propped np by strong bnttreesea. Tbe stone porch (on the 
north aide) is apparently of the same dale with the churoh. 
On one dde of it is a gargoyle, representing the bust of a 
man, life-size, having his coat buttoned in front, and a band 
passing from the left shonlder under his light arm, ucder 
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which arm ia A Bttma pipe ot cflioder, for tha water to 
nm throu^. On the other dde of the porch a a curious 
nanBter, in the act of oompnaaiDg his cheeks with his 
handa as if to force out the water. 

Here is a remarkable font, being oetaffonal, with a ehietd 
on each fate. The charges of some are armotial, of otfaore 
emblems of the pasuoo. At ita base are four dragons in a 
• state of subjection, as STmboIical of the powerful efBcacf of 
the waters of bspUsm. The monuments in this church abound 
with interest. A. small stone slab is inserted iu the north 
wall near the west end, to the memorj' of Elizaheth, wife of 
Thomas Harper, Ticar of Ehnley, in IG09. In the north 
chapel is a handsome alabaster tomb to William Savage, his 
son, and wife, the latter holding io her arms a newly bom 
babe, white at their feet are four children, kneeling, and 
being their parents. The whole is cut mth exquiaite grace 
and skill, and maj be adTantageonsly atudiod for the coetume 
of the period (t631},'and also as showing the gradual dis- 
plaoement of armour. Attached to the east wall of this chapel 
is the marble monomait (complained of above), with a recum- 
bent statne of Thomas, Baron Coventiy (I6S9}, pointing to 
ft coronet on the ground. On each side is a fignre, probabi; 
intended fiir an angel, but it is clear these ethereal personages 
did not owe Ih^ existence to the chisel of a Chantr}' or a 
Canova. It i^peara that the deceased's son refused to allow 
this monument to be put up at Crooms church ; and the 
Countess Dowager, at whose charge it was mad^ being then 
wife to Thomas Savage, Esq., it was brought to Elmley 
diurch by his order. In the chancel is the following enrioua 

" e. Q. poe luBticfl &iDa glT0 Ii0f bar due 
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The above tnacription, which is to a serruit, is supposed 
to b&ve been written b; the criebiated Izaatc Walton, who 
was in this neighbourhood about the time in qaestkil). Two 
lines try one Thomas Vale also Btraclc me as bdng qnunt: 

'■ Hnch migbt b« Bid. In trnlh, of hli pitiw, 
But M Ui«n Ibal know him, speiik It" 

There is likewise ■ mural aUb to the late Colonel Davieo, 
who died in 1816. He served at several battles, including 
Waterloo, commanded the stormiDg party at Peranne, rapre- 
sented Worcester in Parliament for nearly twenty yeara, and 
was a liberal and honest politician. On a board in the church 
IB the following : " A tamer of j* land belonpng to y* parrish 
church of Elmley Castle, in this county. One land and a 
hedg in Lilel Bradley. One land in King's hedge furlong 
in ;• feilds of Elmley. One land in a furlong called CrowelL 
One land and fonr ieyes in a feild called Bartiets feild in 
Brickiehampton, y* donor out of memoty." The only bene- 
(aetion that seems to have been left to the poor is one of 
£100 by R. B, Charlett, Esq., in 1B21. The legacy dutj 
of £\f> was tahen from this amoont by Government, but 
made up again by Colonel Davies. All the burials in the 
churchyard are on the north aide — a somewhat unnsoal cir- 
eumalance. Here I noticed a curionsly carved slone obelisk 
or sun dial, of ingenions and singular conslmction, which 
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BeemB to bave bean erected by the Savage fiunil]', whose 
anns are cut at the back of it Here ie alao » record of 
one John Chapman, whoae Dame, it is allied, " Bouada in 
{or threoghant) the world," bnt for my own part I have 
never been privileged to bear ^Iher the original blast or the 
echo. Perhaps some of the leaders of " Notes and Q,iierie* " 
can iafana me who and what was the owner or this higb- 
eounding name. Was he related to George Cliapman, the 
tnuslatiu' of Homer I The inscription is as follows : 



BMa gndum, Vister, u Itgn. In tpe b»u> Rtmrrwllonb 



AU« d* Wlgbtford. Id ComluL Wi 
dsduarunt gion. Vailte miHnul 
li Id UR9«Dtl JuTentutlft a 



There is a DatioriBl Echool iu the churchyard, built in 1834. 
The day scholars amount to forty. Lady Pakington supports 
a girls' school of twelve, and there is a Sunday school of 
between fifty uid sixty. The living of Ehnley Castle is in 
the gift of the Biahop of Worcester. Value, £120. Vicar, 
Rev. H. Bennett (1800). Curate, Rev. W. Parker. Popula- 
tion in 1811, 403 ; in 1S£I, S85, Near the church, surroimded 
by handsome park Bcenery, ii the seat of the late Colonel 
Davies; it now belongs to the Right Hon. Sir John and 
Lady Pakington, and is occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Hill, 
whose extensive benevolence is much felt by the poor in the 
Deighboarhood. In the park is the nte of the castle built 
by Bobert D'AbitoL The moats are sUli perfect, and answer 
strictly to the authenticated plans of the Normui castles of 
that date. The historian Nash states that on Bredon Hill, in 
this parish, was a large pyramid, built of the loose stones 
picked off the neighbouring grounds, and that m the foundations 
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of this pyramid vbs boned » horae-BliM of immense size, in 
order to puzzle anUqiuriea in the jem 3000. I believe, 
hovever, the moimd ii Dot now ia existence. The havtn 
Deviation Saltway, an ancient road from Droitwieh to tbe 
coast, panes throngh this parish. 



(U>ffrajiam. 



rTI^Vftlir "churches of the I'ale," or rather psrochial 
S^C chapelries, which were originally subordinate to the 
^S^K moaaat«7 of EveshaiD, are those of Offenham, South 
Littleton, Middle Littleton, Bretforton, Badaey, Wjckhunforil, 
Hampton, Norton, Church Honejboume, Bengeworth, All 
Saints and St. Lawrence, Evesham. Some of these I have 
already described, and the remainder I shall now treat of. 
It appears that the lordly abbota of Evesham succeeded in 
rendering a large portion of the vale what is ecclesiastically 
called ** a monastic peculiar " — that is to say, they kept the 
bishop out of that circle, and would allow him no coatrol 
there, but appointed one of their own number, styled "the 
Dean of the Vale," who visited the chapelries and likewise 
collected Peter's pence there. The monastery had the tithes 
of some of the parishes and served the churches by its 
own monks. They rested the rights so exercised upon a 
bull sud to have been received from Pope Celestine, about 
the time of the Norman Conqnest ; and it does not appear 
that any of the bishops of the dioccaa of Worceatcr bad 
the courage to take this bull by the horns, although it ia 
Juflt possible they might have disoovered it to be a forgery, 
as many such documents undoubtedly were. The ancient 
fonts and well-filled graveyards at the above-named places 
show that the rites of baptism and burial were perfiinned 
there from early Norman times, and therefore they may be 
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properly called p&rochiat chapelricB. Let lu now croas the 
terrj at " Offenliam BoM," notice the beaa^ of that dianning 
spot, ascend the bulk, and then to Offenham diurch. The 
mndition of this building is as bud aa it can well be. It 
is Riled with old aeatg of a pigs^e character, HOme of which 



have ertdently been absorbed into more comfortable square 
pewB for cburcb warden a' fainilies in past times, leaving little 
room for the poor in the church. The nave is partly divided 
from the chancel by a wall which formerly supported an arch, 
but the arch was removed by the late inomnbent, for what 
purpose it b impossible to divine, and the appearances now 
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presented are like those of ft building wliich bad been oom- 
menced to be pulled down. The flooring hu been interfered 
with, and white lime has been trowelled on to the wftlb, 
pra^iape to hide thmr weakness, they being oonudeEabl]' oat 
of the perpendiealar, and supported by bnttreesea of all shapes 
and sizes, while the condition of the roof is so bad that It 
win be impoBCrible to repair, but to rebuild must now be the 
coBudenttioii. Tbe charge and repair of the chancel of conrse 
devdre on the lewee of the gnat tithes, J. A. Digbj, Eaq^ 
the late incninbent's hmr ; and I shall be glad if any remarks 
of mine ma; be instrumental in leading to a coaperation 
between that gentleman and tbe landownerB of the pariah for 
remedying tbe diocking state of their church, which reflects 
no credit upon them nor honour to the saints to whom it is 
dedicated, St. Maiy and St. Milburge, who I am sm^ would 
withdraw their patronage if they were only aware of the 
existing state of things. At present, the only expenditnte 
iocuned in repurs or nen fomiture has appareotly been 
such as may be made araitable for a new diurch, and 
considerable prudence has been evinced in this respect by 
the incumbent and churchwardens. The church is chiefly 
of the Perpendicular style, but tracee of an older building 
remain, eapecially in a kind of nail-head moulding or string- 
course under tbe east window, internally. The lower, which 
is at the west end, is, like tbe other towera hereabont, 
embattled, with gargoyles beneath. There is a stone porch, 
a Perpendicular octagonal font, and in the chancel a projectiiig 
pis^na, supported by an angel's head and alioulders, winged, 
as a bracket. But the most interesting relics here are,. an 
old hour-glass-stand opposite the pulpit, which has remained 
here fWint thoae Pniitanical dayg when the parish Boanerges 
" held {oT& " by the hour, and on the ridge of the gable 
of the nave, outside, tbe remains of a sanctus-bell turret; 
this is sunaounted by a trifoliated decoration, like a ttnial, 
which was not improbably one of the flniab of the tower 
pinnacles, placed there comparatively recently by way of 
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:, aa anotiier bd^i ib pbeed on the dlMieel gabl^ 
and one or two more are Ijing ibout. There are five belli, 
but I was not tempted to Male th» periloas-lookuig ascent 
to (hem in search of iiucriptions. On a atone in the yard 
is the following t " To the memoiy of Mr, Anthony Bnggia, 
of this patirii, and Elizabeth hia wife, who both are laid 
togetiier beie to re<t till the pennrrec^a. Sbee waa daughter 
to Mr. Robert Uartin of ETeaham. Lore and marriage made 
ihem one in the bnd of youth, when he waa 15, shec but 14 
ye*n old, Ann. Don. 16QB. They lived tnaryed 53 year*, 
blcaeed widi ten children — 6 sone and daughters t — B of 
which iJtey tnoomed for dead before them, and hid 2 
daughters, Elis. and Mary, in thie grave. 6 othera anrviTbig 
were the eom&rta of theirs age. Shee died first, tie., Not. 3, 
1681, aged 68. They lived togetiier long. Death did not 
long divide them. He lingred but till he attained y* psalmiet'a 
period of man'a age, 3 score years and 10, and then gave up 
S* gboot Feb. 3, A.D. 1682. Hia amicable and affable dia- 
position rendered him beloved alive — lamented dead." There 
is rather a carious hi«b»y about the chnrchyard. I onder- 
■tand that when Uie late incumbent came to die living the 
whole piece of ground which was formeriy called the dinrch- 
yard was the proper^ of a farmer in the place, who warned 
Mr. Digby igBinBt patting his sheep into it. Eventaally Mr. 
Digby bought it of him for a eonuderable sum, and, with 
the help of the testimony of some of the oldest inhabitants, 
Mparated a narrow strip on each side as being onconBecrated 
gronnd. These atripa, together with a field adjoining, he left 
to be porefaased at his death fbr the Ihring for £300, a Bum 
eomlderably below the valne, and the pnrchase waa accordingly 
made with meney, in the hands of the Governors of Qneen 
Anne's Bounty, belonging to the living. The present incum- 
bent, bcdng unable to ascertain whether Mr. Digby was correct 
in hia views, or not, kept up tiie boundaries as before, replacing 
the dilapidated rails with a qnick fence, and throning a path 
OD the outude of the fence instead of the inside. Last year 
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(1861) die puioh in yatij agreed to the cloung of the 
chnrchTftrd, bo u to prerent its hecoming a tboroDgh&ie, one 
gate, hDvever, to be kept open ; but tiie inciuDbent has sot 
attempted to enljoroe this. 

And now vith regard to tlie parodiial ehari^ea. There 
is a field at the entrance to the viOige, about Vko acres in 
extent, whieh goes by the name of " Tbe Foor'B Cloee." 
Tbeie are no documents extant with regard to it, bnt by 
cnBtom it is let by the parish offioen, and the proceeds dis- 
tributed among the poor in Invad on Old ChriilBMt Day. 
A sum of money was alsu left long ago by a Mra. Brent, 
-which, by tbe jqdidouB mamkgement i^ the late incumbent, 
now brings in £B per annum, of wbich, by cnalom, dating at 
least from the last century, £1 is paid to the nuDiateT for 
a aermoQ on Good Friday, and the rest goes to the snppcM 
of a BohooL There ia no writtai document req)ecting this 
charity save memoranda in Ihe late incnmbenfa a<^ool 
Bcoonuta. Also money in tha alocbs, yielding £S per annum, 
was left about thirty yean ago by Mr. Millard, of Pebworth, 
for the teaching leading, viiting, »nd arithmetic, in the 
Sunday school, at a time when no day sdiool existed. Also 
£3. fis. vaa more recently left by a Mr, Kerry, of Erealuun, 
to find a teacher for eight poor boys, and to proride each 
of them, on leaving, with a New Testament, with the donor's 
nune in it Tbe beqneet is insnfficient for its purpose, as the 
eipcnses of the school are found to arerage eighteen shilliDge 
per child. A small school-bouse iras built in 1846 at a 
distance from tbe Tillage, on a comer of waate gronnd in 
an ill-drained and unhealthy part of the parish ; but according 
to tbe requirements of the Committee of Connoil with regard 
to space — eight feet per child — tbere is only mom foi tiiirtj- 
nine children, although there are about wzty on the books. 
The incumbent, I hear, baa proposed to convey a site near 
the churchyard for the purpose of erecting a new and larger 
scboi^ with a teacher's house attached. Neariy £200 has 
been raised for the purpose, but the prejudices of many of 
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the bndQwnen agunst edimtion have raised aome diCBcnlties 
tad delays. 

Offenhun is lud by a vagne tradition to have owed its 
name to one of the moBt celebrated of the Merdan kings, 
■nd the "king's bank" and tha " king's piece" or meadow 
are atiU Bhown as the dte of a regal palace. At a subse- 
quent period the village also became the bvourite retreat 
of some of the abbots of Eveahun, and here the bat actual 
abbot, Clement Lichfield, died. The park is bIjH clearly deSned 
by a broad feasa and bank, known as the "deer's leap." 
The nte (^ the abbatial manabn (see Hay's eicelleot " History 
of Evesham") is npon the Manor Farm, and the present 
jarm-hoose seems to have been constructed out of the remains 
of the iormer. In 1S4S, while digging in the yard adjoining, 
extemve fonndatioiis, together with &agments of muUions 
and doorways, were found. Great part of the moat that 
extended round the manuon may stiU be clearly tnced. Saxon 
ocous wei« a few years since dug up here. Id 18fi2 the 
^eleton of a man was found in a field near the rtulway, 
belonging to Mr. W. Stevens. Unfortunately the remiuns 
were not prepay cared for hy the ignorant persona who 
were present si the discovery; but from -the fragments of 
anuonr wMch were preserved, the head of a spear, and the 
umio of a ^ield, the remains ore pronounced by E. Rudge, 
Esq., of the Abbey Manor, and other competent antiquaries, 
to be those of an Anglo-Salon wartior. Another spear-head 
has been fomd more recently, and it is supposed the spot 
may have been a burial-ground, and may yield further relics 
of the past. Ibere is a place caJled " Dead Men's Ait," in 
this parish, where bones have been dug up, supposed to have 
been those of some of the slain at the battle of Evesham. To 
illustrate the vcr/ retired charader of the village, I need 
only state tiiat iherg u no road Ihrimffh it, so that those who 
ride into it must ride back the same way 1 It conmsls chiefly 
of one etcaigbt long street of straggling, irregular houses, 
of a most primJtJve aspect, bedizened with laburnums, whose 
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golden chsitiB, han^g over the garden walU, imparted a 
Toried and most pletwing cbaracter to the rarol scene at tlie 
lime of mj visit (iiie 30th of May) ; bnt what gave me most 
delight wa« to fiill in with — Btajr I let roe nib my eyes, and 
moant my "specs," to see if it is an absolute fact — ay, indeed, 
a real, genuine May-pole, at the end of the village street. 
The pole Is a fixture, and was given by some farmers about 
fifteen years ago. The old one, which was accidentally brokei, 
had stood as long as any one can remember. The period 
of rustic festivity seems to have been transferred from 
May Day to the twenty-ninth of the same month ; but instead 
of the pole being decked with fresh flowers and boughs, 
the custom is to hang it with ribhons and crowns of artificial 
flowers. On the night previous to my visit the villsgera had 
danced round it, and afterwards took tea in a Deighbouring 
bam, where they prolonged Uieir b^tpiness ^1 a lale hour. 

There is a superstition here agunst having remains of 
washing about on a Qood Friday. I have been assured that 
no poor woman in the pUwe wonld have traces of a wash 
about her hoi^se on that day for £20, thongh tha« is no 
scruple at observing the d^ mudi less strictly in other 
respects. There is also the tradition of "firstfoot" — i.e., the 
belief that it is unlucky if a female is the first to enter the 
house on New Year's Day. Boys accordingly win halfpence 
by coining round early to the neighbours' housea and setting 
their minds at rest They have the usual carol aod bonfire 
on the fifth of November, and on Old Christmas Day the 
children come round singing a rhyme somewhat similar to 
that preserved among the popular eantielea of Harvington 
(seevol. 2af "TheHamhler"]. The version sung at OO'enbam 
is as follows : 



Come all good lellcm Knd drbk with i 
Tba MIhui Ii op and lbs muler dom 
TUi l> 111* DM haDM In an tiM toira.' 
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They expect b, dlBtribatioD ot apples or other eqiuTaleiita 
OD the eonpletion <if the cktoI. The pariah register goes 
back to 1536. Among the entriea in it are the fbUowing; 

" 17TI. BtpL SOri. ^nh, dugliUr of Jshn and Mary Hudnum. 
Baptlud. Tbb chitd *u boni witb >ix flngtra upon «cb hand, and 

inaciilHM In tUi pariib for tbe Knall pox, oat ol whlcb number onl; 
idi dM, marked thus * * on (be oppoilte pggs. Tiiel?« people bad 

Uiiu * on the Olher ilde.— R. Boaaia." 

Also among the entriea of baptisms tiiere come?, after one in 
\6SB, one dated 1663, and opposite to it ia writlen — "Formerly 
forgotten." This is immediately followed by one dated 1650, 
with s Dote appended— "Fformerlie forgotten by reason of 
y waraea." At the commencement of an old pariah minute- 
book is inaeited a list of the perHoiiB from whom the miniater 
and churchwardens collected money ; " October the eight, 
1676, towards the building of Paol's church in London." 

Ofl^nhaln ia a perpetual curacy, in the patronage of Cfariat 
Church, Oxford. Returned at £123. Incumbent, the Bev. 
R. LawEon. Cleck, John Porter. Population in ISdl, 355; 
in 1851, 400. 



€'^t XMthu. 

^IStgHGRE are three TiUsges, known as South, Middle, 
j| SD H and North Littleton ; they are, howerer, but two 
1^8^ poriahes, N<Mh-aad-MiddIe-Littieton constituting one, 
and Sooth Littleton the other, each having a church. It is 
supposed that in early times Ihs three places were but one 
pariah, and Middle Littleton is said to have been ■ ehopelry 
to North Littleton, bnt there is now no trace or record of 
a church at the latter place, though I am told there is a 
cottage which was once probably a paraonsge, and tbe remains 
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of a fleh-pond perhipa OEice used bj the monks. The Doble 
fiuoilj of the LjtteltODS took thur name from Soath Litdeton, 
but the mBoor waa porchaeed by the Lord Keeper CoventT}' 
in the reign of Charles I. Stone tmlb and cotti^n of the 
same material, instead at hedges and briok, abound here, in 
ODOwquence of the abuodaoce of Btoae proonrable in the 
neighbourhood. There was no morning service at Soath 
Littleton, and so I applied at tbe cottage of a labourer bard 
by the church, and obtained a key, which appeared to be 
at least coeTa] with the present stmctnre. The chnrcb baa 
a chapel at the north, a Dent emliattled tower at die west, 
and a rode porch on die south, covered with ivy. Portions 
of tbe walls are Late Nomun, and there is a Nmnau fbot, 
thickly enerusled in nHooB paintings and washings; it is 
circular, and has tbe calile moulding top and bottom. Tbe 
north doorway (now, as uiual, stopped up] is also Norman. 
The chance! arch is pointed, and there is a good deal of 
Early EngKsh work, and several lancet hgbta. The rest is 
modem. There is in ihe chancel a plain pointed piscina, 
with a stone shelf, and in the cbapel a triangular recess to 
the right of the east window. Tbe seats ore very old, of 
maasive oak, carved, and open; and the pavement, of email 
glazed tiles (several to a pattern), still retain traces of the 
original decoration. Over the prieat's dcx^ to the chancel 
are carved corbels, representing tlie head of an abbot and 
something like a fox (1 hope the carver meant nothing satirical 
by the conjunction). The churchyard is kept in a praise- 
worthy state of cleaolineas and decency. In ^e church are 
the following memonalB : " Near this place lyeth ttie body 
of John Daffome, gent., a sojourner here, who died in the 
year of our Lord 1728, and gave to the poor of this parish 
the sum of £20 to be put forth and the interest of it to be 
given them m bread or money quarterly. Four times in ^e 
year, at the discretion of my execntor and the minister of 
this place." " Ann Harris, widow, of this parish, who died 
lem, left X£, the interest of which, at the feast of St. Thomas, 
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to be given to tlie poor at tlie diaenitkni of the """"<"■ and 
cbuTcbwRTden." The last-named charity liaa been loat, but 
John Dsfibme's ^ n settled in a bonu in South Littleton, 
the owner of which is liable to paj one aoTsreign jearijr 
for tbe use of tlie poor. Miaa Tomea also left one aovereign 
yearly, now paid by her execnton at Cleeve. The £2 are 
distribnted in bread »i Christmaa to the poor. There ia 
also Hillaid'a Charity, £B annually, Tcated in the Btoclu, 
and paid to the schooL 

Within a few minutes* walk of tlua chnrcdi stands its neigh- 
bonr of North-and-Middle-Littlelon. Old people remember 
that about bftlf a century ago this edifice wae so much out 
of repur, especially in the roof, that a regular aviary was 
estAblislied in it, and pigeons (of which a great number vere 
kept in these villages) had an unlimited right of mUrie, and 
brought up their hmiheg within its walls, so that the church 
was totally mifit for divine aervice. I need scarcely aay tiiat 
it IB in much better order now. The building is cruciform, 
without aisles, but having north and south diapels, and 
weetem tower. In the latter was formerly a brass, containing 
a figure, with the inscription — " Pi»y for the soul of Thomas 
Smith, who, under the licence of my Lord Abbot of Evesham, 
made this chapel of hie own proper cost, on whose soul 
Jeans have mercy. Amen." This family is now extinct, 
and the chapel was subsequently repaired by ths parish. 
The chapel is much later than the rest of the church, and 
its arch of sepaistian appears to have been removed or fallen 
down. Early English work is the chief feature of this 
chnn^, which, however, presents detiuls of nearly all the 
Bubseqnent styles. In the north aisle is a tretbil-headed 
piscina, with stone shelf, and close by is a recess in the 
wall or pier which formerly contained the rood-ioft stairs, 
and probably the groove through which the rope of the aanctus- 
bell passed, the little turret which contained the bell being 
Mill to be seen on the ridge of the roof outside, at the junction 
of the chancel with the nave. 1 am informed that the bell 
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ilaelf ts also in eiiatence; that it vasiued to call the childFen 
to the Suoday «chool, when the school wbb held in the 
chuccfa; but that it was removed when the Mhool was built, 
about ^lirtjr years since, and ii now oier the roof of the 
school. The master of the school says that it haa a date 
and is seren bandred years old (I), but is dov cracked. 
Thare is a large coUedJon of old encaustia tiles here, same 
intereating veatigw of the original oak screen, with pordoni 
even of its folding doors for commanica^d, the besutifnll; 
carved quatrefoih of ivhinh are much admteed as a specimen 
of mediffival art. These portiont are now pUced in front of 
•otna of the pews. The Ibnt is Nonnso, having cable and 
lig-zag mouldings, also lozmgea, enclosing rade designs. The 
chnTchyard cross remuns mtire except its terrainaUon, where 
a triangular stone dial has been fixed in the pUce of the 
cross. The churchyard, which is mainly eorezed vitii nettles, 
is surrounded by a stone wall, which im the west «de assumes 
an ancient character, and contains a door leading &om 
" Littleton Farm " house (occupied by Mr. Smith), a building 
which speaks eloquently of the "olden ^mes" in their mial 
associations. CloBe by, but within the parish of North Littleton, 
stands an exienure and remarkable erndform stone ham, 
m good preservation, which was built as a tithe-bam by Abbot 
Ombresley nearly five centuries ago, at the time when the 
magnificence of these lordly abbots and the extent of the 
abbatial possessions had increased almost to their highest 
pitch. This immense bam is one hundred and fifty feet 
long, and has lofty pointed archways tor the great doors. 
There are stone creases still remuning on the summit of two 
of the ptrints or gables. 

There are about fifty children on the books of the Sunday 
school, and alioiit forty In the day school, but their attend- 
ance fluotnates conrideiably during the sonuner montha. 
There are two dame echools beeidea — one in South and the 
other in North Littleton. The two pari^es are held 
together as perpetual curadee, in ike pmealation of Christ 
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Church, Oxford. Votoe, £260. iDcumbent, Rev. H. Bltckdl. 
Clerk, HenTy Rcae. PapnlMioa—Sontb LittleloD, in ISa, 
189; in 1851, 312; Nortli Littleton (including the townihip 



[ AbllBy TltbB-bun at liOiBOm 1 

of MiMe Littleton), in 1S41, 236; ia 1051, 314. Some 
sntiquaries hare aBserted tliat tlie ancient Rycknield Street, 
or Ridgeway, p&B»eB through the Littletons, from Tawkesbniy 
to Alceeter. 



€\mt l^rinr. 

gNOTHER old mosaia chnrch, it that term ma; 
E used in reference to a bnilding which shows . 
^ the fluetna^onB of architectural fashions for i 
rice. The liand of the Early English mason 



T,Coo<^le 



9i 

tjtptreat in & good portion of the waUb, tbe lancet Hgbbl 
■ottered aboiit the diancel and lUTe, (lie mouldiogi, &c. 
Tbere are Bemi-ciraular headed iloorwafB on the noith and 
iODth of Uie n&ve blocbed np, bnt Oity are eridentlj of 
the same dftte (E. K). Id tbe walling of the latter a 
small window has been opened, and a little blind stuck up 
on it [ Pointed arches divide the nave from the chaneel 
and tower. Then there are Deeoiated, Ferpendiealar, and 
Tndor windowa, betides sraoe lighla of no s^le at all 
piet«ed in tbe roof, to amwer the porpoae of ft clerastoi;, 
Tbe tower is handsome, being of good Perpendicular work, 
of three atagea, embattled, having diagonal bnttresaee, 
eauopied nicbea in the waJls, and canopied openinge to 
light the staiTB. The window in its west wall has, unfor- 
tunately, had all ita trac^^ removed, and an aieb jnterHeets 
the bottom part of it for a door underneath t This eatrance 
was made in 1S25, when the sootli ponsh, being dilapidated, 
was taken down. There is a cbtfel built of brick on the 
»oath side of the nave. The (out, which is octi^oal, plant, 
is placed tn the chancel, and here also ia a roond-headed 
pifldna. The traces of a pointed arch may be seen in the 
north wan of the nave, which was probably the sntranee 
at one time. The nave of the chnrch has just been restored 
to its original beauty, having now all its seats open, the old 
Btall-endB being carefully replaced, and what new ones were 
neceflsajy wc^e well carved to imitate ^em by a carpenter 
in the village. There is a western gallery, with a barrel 
organ (given by the widow of the late Rev. J. Slilliogfleet 
in 1623). In the vestibule is a cheat of con^denble antiquity, 
cut out of a solid elm tree ; ita key-holes are flat in the 
middle of the top of the two covers, and the said holes are 
protected by woodm hasps. Fnm liie &shion of the key, 
and the ^peannce of the i^efFt, both ate probably as old 
as tbe chnrch itself. In this chest I found a piece of the 
houF-glaas frame whidi formeriy Blood near tiie pulpit to 
eoEure the full amount of " lectnting " being dealt out to 
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the people. The andent familj of the Biuhella tre buried 
in ^e chancel, and to one of than is the foUowing inecriptioii : 
" Here lies the bodj of Thomaa Boshell, son of Anthony 
Bashell, Lientenant-Collonell for Hia Hajea^ Charles the First. 
He died April 17, 1704, in the 60th year of his age." In the 
chnrchyard is the record of a Tenerable worthy who died at 
the patriarchal age of 309 ; it is probably meant for 39, bat 
the village chiseller thought it most proper to pot (he 30 
first and the 9 afterwards. And 1 ooticed the following to 
a model servvit : " Here lieth (he body of Williara Rice, 
vho departed this hfe the 9th day of August, 1687. He 
was scrrant to Mr. Tboe. Bushel and CtBcillia bis wife 17 
ye«Ts; in memory of his many good deserts and careful 
seiTis his loring Ma. Ctecillia Bushel erected this." 

There is a Sunday school near the churchyard, where an 
average of forty childroi attend ; and a day school is sIbo 
esbblished iu the vill^e. An old manor-house slsods within 
gun-shot of the church, which at one of its entrances has 
an eitisordinary avenne of yew, tea or twelve feet high, 
cnt into shape like walls and arobes. The houae has stone 
muUtoned windows, and in it a portnut on oak (among man; 
others) of one of the Busbelb, who, as also the Fettiplaces, 
resided here; the portrait ia dated 1616. I have been told 
of a curious closet in this house, access to which is by taking 
up the floor above. This is not Uie only antiquity connected 
with Cleeve Prior. Mr. Tomes, of Cleere, has now in his 
possession some Roman coins which in (lie year 1 81 1 were 
dug out of a Btone quarry by a man raising stones for tlie 
roads oear " Earl's Way," leading through Cleeve to Evesham. 
They were found in two earthen pots, the one containing a 
large number of gold and the other rilver coins. It is 
somewhat cnrious, as showing that the art of " smashing " 
was known in very early times, (bat several of these coins 
wore counterfeits, executed in a very clever manner, being 
copper, plated with gold. The coins have been since dispersed 
in various quarters ; the finder, Thomas Shsppey, having 
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rolieed e, laige sudd of mane; by Iha mie of thnn. On 
Cleeve Hill — a beantiful terrace which I htiTe briefly desctibed 
in a former chapter —tli ere is a tomnlna and a lai^e square 
Btooe, with B. hole ia tlie top, beiog apparently the base of 
a road-aide cross. Some few years ago, ia remofing the soil 
of this part of the hill, to ewe the accent from the mill 
and meadowB, there were found a Dumber of akeletona, with 
a barb of an arrow. There a a ford in the Avon at 
the foot of this bill, and it has been oonjectored that the 
skeletons belonged to some of the soldiers who fell in this 
part of the line between Kenilwcolh and Ereaham, in the 
battles between the bsrons and the forces of Henry Ill- 
May, in hia " History of Eiealittni," Says that the bridle- 
way on the terrace of Clee»e Hill, paswng by the abore 
mejitioned tumulus, is a portion of the andent Buckle Street, 
or Kyeknieid Street. On Littleton Hill (a continuaUon of Cleere 
Hill) there is aaid to be a petrifying spring. The only 
remaining object of interest in connection with this place 
is one of those very ourioos porcelain aeals, inscribed with 
Chinese characters, which excite so much interest amongst 
antiquaries, and are as great a pazzle to them as the round 
towers themaelves. It was found in a fiefd near Cleeve, 
and is DOW in tlie posseaeion of Mr. R. Lunn, of BirmiDgbam, 
a gentleman to whom 1 am indebted for much information. 
Some wild anUquariea got it into their heads that these seals 
were brought from China by the Phranidana about the time 
of MoHes ; bat tiiis theory baa been exploded, and it is now 
thought they are no older than the sixteenth or sereuteenth 
century. Mr. Croflon Croker (to whom an impression of the 
seal bad been submitted) says, in a letter to a friend of mine — 
"My dear Sir,— As 1 now feel quite satiaGed that the 
tittle china cubes, surmounted by an animal, are comparatively 
modem, I take little iotereet in them. Many have been, 
I believe, fonnd in England; at least I can aasure you Mr. 
Moake'a is not the lirst, for I hare among my notea the 
impr«BHion of one which Mr. KoMb Smith exhibited to the 
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Mnncil of the Britiah ArehaBalogiBal AmeUlioD, Uaieli 7, 
184S, wbicb WM (bund st P»dHlo«. Ur. Price ami me, in 
Huch laet, ui impneuoQ from one whioh an aeqiuiiitanee 
of bis poaseeBed, and whiob had been in his funO; np«»rdi 
ef eight; jeaia ; and I hare uiother, porobasad bj Mr. 
FairhoH at a broker's shop in the New Road for a ihiUing, 
April 4th, 1849. The inwripfon npOD Mi. Modke*! aeal ia 
perh^a one of the most common occnirenoe. I know at 
tttne similar spedmeni, and pose aa a a ibnrlh. No. 14, 16, 
ud 43, as fignred by Getty, in Bel&at Mueeum. Id Ntown 
Unsenm (nnlen it wae the specimen I purchased at Mr. 
Anthony's sale, by Solheby and Co., July 20, 1B46), and 
wlueh yon may find figured in the journal of the British 
Arclueological Aseociation, vol. 1, p. 43 (not over accnrately) ; 
and tbe third in the poewswin of Mr. Hemy Jacobs, of ClonmeL 
Gntxlaff at flist tnmslated the inscription on Mr. Noalce's 
bcbI, 'The Aznre Cloud (the Mediator).' Another biuislation 
reeeired from China vas — ' The enow is not before the history 
or the histman.* Again, a tnoslation recraved through Mr. 
Comelatc^ from Shanghae, was — 'A man of parity of mind.' 
And Gntslaff, upon reoonaidenUion, corrected his prerions 
tranriation into — ' A iratery cloud coming down upon » man.* 
Mr. Murphy, of Belfast, who studied Ihe anbject of these 
seiUa with far more attention than I have done, agrsee with 
nM in Mrigning their period to the time of tha introduction 
of tea ; and ao many of them haying been fonnd in Ireland 
may be acoonnled for bj the &ct that the East India Com- 
pany had lai^ premiaee there, eepeoially at Kinsale, where 
they boilt ships, &&, between 1G12 and 1641. (See Smith's 
Cori^ vol. 1, p. 311, Dundaneere.) Birch also ooincidea in 
this opinion, and so docs Sir George Staunton. The characters 
aie ancient, and what is called the * seal obarBcler,' whicii is 
quite difforcnt from the modern Chinese, ae written." 

The living ot Oeeve Prior is in the gift of tbe Dean and 
Chapter oF Wonester. Value, £160. Vicar, the Rev. R. D. 
~ i (1812). Curate, Rev. J. H, Cardew. Clerk, 



T,Coo<^le 



98 THE tUHBLGR. 

CbarlM HaaniiDg. FopuUtioii, 339, being tbirt^-sevra Uae 
than in 1841. Cleere PrioT ma the birth-place of an extra- 
ordinaiy efaaraeter — one Thomu BoBhell — earlj' in the 
aerenteenth centuiy. He waa a servuit and disciple of Lord 
Bacon, wai much gi-rea to mining apecnlntion, and became 
tha farmer of the king'i minerala in Walei ; he cnt through 
mountains, carried ur tiirongb them hj pipes and bellowB, 
worlied day and m'ght for yaaiB in druning water, esUhliahed 
a mint for the use of the liing when the latter was in the 
greateat want of monef — hid bimBelf in a garret Cor more 
than a year, from a dread of the Parliunentariana^WHS 
always borrowlDK but nerer lediong, and died (1674) 
£130,000 in debt. He once entertuned the king and qoeen 
at his house at Enslon, in Oxfordshire, where he had cnt 
out a large Took into coriaas shapes, and caused antonuloii 
hennits to ascend from the gronud with poetical addresses 
to royal^, while a sonnet was sung by some invisible agency 
in the |nllar of a table, and other exploits were achieTed, 
for which the reader is referred to "Plott'* Oxibrddiire." 
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aiBtKECIDED L Y one of the pleasantest Tillages in "Uie 
ll low Vale," and the land highly prodoctive ; especially 
SiBw! in wheat, beans, and fruiL The farms ia this 
neighbonrhood are generally oecupied by tfaeir ownen — a 
marlc of as good tsBte or iostinct on their part as that 
which indacet a Scotchman, when he has left his own 
conntry, never to return if he can avoid it. I can't admit 
of any eicnse why a man shonld leave his patrimonial 
estate in thia " happy valley," unleaa he belongs to the 
Zingari trilM, or is driven away by uncontrollable cirennl- 

" Bcatoi iLto, qui procul ugDCUi, 
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The chnrdi a in the shape of a T, haring ■ chancel, 
lUTe, md dde aislea, which eipaiid into cfaapeh at their 
east endi. The tower is at the wnt end, being of three 
Btages, embattled. The roaf of the church ia poljgoiial, 
haTiag <nk ribe, loagitndui^ and tcRwrerae ; thick oak 
heaina tie the walls t<^ether, the wall pieces hdng sup- 
ported b]F corbel heeds. The principal portion of the walls, 
as also the oolnmns and arches which separate the nave 
from tbe sMes, ia£cate transitjonil to Earlj' English work, 
bung ^ipsreotl; of the date of the earl; part of the twelfth 
centmj. The east window is of three lights (E. E.], bnt 
there are also lancet lights and windava of every sueceedinK 
etjb to be fbond here, some containing modem painted 
^BBS. The nare colntnns are circular, with pointed arches, 
Iran one of nbiob the masonry, all except the skeleton of 
the aroh, has been taken out to give light to ■ gallery at 
the weat end. The capitals of the columns are carious, 
having monldings of which each pillar presents two Tarietiea, 
the nune elaborate one being the nave, and the more simple 
one die aiale. Among diese are a stiff, upright nonlding, 
the nail-head, and others, wiUi here and there a eu^ed 
head ; and on the capital of one of the pillars on the north 
■ide are two strange figures carved, which I at first took 
for St. Michael and the DeiiL Tbe supposed saint has 
something like a sword in hia hand, with which he is pur- 
suing an abject that appears to he a very emaciatBd repre- 
sentation of " the man of sin," having a head such as we 
see very accnrately imitated from mediieral art on modem 
waking-sticks. Moreover, the object is serpentme or undu- 
lating in its chape, which led me to think it was intended 
for the "old serpent" A geatleman, however, who has 
seen the carving, says be belierea It to he the legend of 
"Maid Margaret." A noD b^g tempted by the devil, 
reosts, and is devoured by turn ; hut the holy wster, having 
• cross in her hand, by means of ila miraculous power emerges, 
through his body bnrstbg Monder. The i^ped flgare has in 
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the tail of its Tettmenfa the cured head of a ingoa, looking 
in A eontmry dinetinn to Umt of the figure, wluee feet ^ipcmr 
immediatelf beneath. In the south <^pel are the rood ataira 
in ezoeUent praerralion, as aba the doorway at the top that 
led to the lofk The chnrch ba* been reoantly rMtored in ■ 
anbstantia] manner, haring reoeiTed b new roof, new stone 
pordioa sonth and north, and an exeeUent stone wall all 
mond the yard ; the pewa having beta also stained. There 
are aix bell* in the towsr,whiib hare the following inscriptiom: 
" L PnHDtX bj JUH A^wlo, Eiq., Unj M, IBn. 



5. Oa Hymetj'i dsy, like TlfglEU fire, 

Uxy wt all kiflp tba nil illTfl. 
S. And whlli til* nIsjiD ksdl I ring 

Here are aereral monmnenta of the Timhrill bmily, 
■ncloding "Ji^ Timhrill, Esq., CommiBdonBr of the Peace, 
and in 1760 High Sheriff, aged 67." Tlie Ashwins and 
Hancocks also Ue in the ohaoceL There is an inieijptian 
to ThomsB, the inOunt eon of the Ber. Thonas Willcs, the 
Ticar in 1783, u followg: 

* ^ Though oft joa H* kind parenU trut 
TbB huinml of dilldivi inaU 

Yil Biiul tlwj nose forbid. 
But niBbr aD 
To ooina whom CbrlR dotta uU, 

Oad'i Unidom li mad* Uf of acta.' 
In the churchyard lies Ur. Jamph Byrd, snrroonded by his 
four wivca, after the death of whom he hred for twenty-one 
y«an a widower I Some ill-tempered poson — who, I am 
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toM, WM an old maiden ladj — hu awnpoMJ the fcdlowiag 
spitefiil linsB on Hr. Jolin Hi^j irfaich ue kla> ■> demid 
of oompliment to tlie nader u to the departed indiTidnal : 

Wban I ma Bomknd with tb* died, 
Pnb^i lor fw ml OM will maani, 
Wban jon go lune* mi u'lr iMim.'* 
Here is also the gnre of » Hr. Skhaid Price, nho manj 
jnars ago UA fnnda fte the payment of tan ahillingi to the 
minister and ten ahillingB to the poor on Good Friday, bnt 
vhkh fimda have been loM bj being entnuted to a man 
who absaonded, and (aa the tale goes) feigned to be dead, 
1^ meana of a mook Inirial, bat mbseqneothr Rqipcarsd 
in the floah, and greatly aitoniihed the awindled poor of 
Bretfortm. The register of the pariah waa dunm me bj 
tlie elerl^ who«e firtber, gnndbther, and himaelf, bare held 
the office for aboat a oeotmy. It wia oMnmnMed in }M9, 
bedng oopied on TeUom from an older <aie dated IB38. Id 
one portiMi of it ia the (bllowing enlij: "Hare begini the 
regist0-boob of all and erery peraon that hare been bnried 
ia the pariah of Bretbrton according to Act of Pariiatnent, 
eotitted ' An Act far liorying in woollen imly,' unce the 
I«t of Angnat, 1678." In die year I72B an immense nnmbcr 
of the inliabitaols Hei tuna amaU-pai and ftva. The popa- 
ktian of the parish in 1841 was £11; in 1861, £76. The 
living ie a vicarage in the gift of the Timbrill family. Valne, 
£90. Incnmbcnt, Rer. Q. S. Hoiria. Clai, William Shep- 
pard. Xbere ia a neat aBhool-honae opposite the ehnreh; it 
was built m IS49,as a national and Sunday adiool,at a eoel 
of about £S60, of which £76 waa granted by the Cranmittee 
of Conndl, £46 by the National Society, and Ibe rest by 
parochial snbecriptioii. It is oapabla of aeaommodatiiig nearly 
one hundred ehildren, and is supported by the oMldren's 
pence and annn^ snliaoriptioii. An organ waa recently erected 
in this ehnreh, baring been fimiahed by anbaeription of the 
inhaUtanta; it waa opened by Miss Aahwin. 



T,Coo<^le 



^ISC^BOM tbe Bretfoiton road to Eveoham the very pretty 
a^K toww of Badray (or "Baddesei," u the Abbey MSS. 
^It^ have it), peeping out from the trees, eotieea tiie loTer 
of the picturMqiie acroas some exceedingly plearajit field^ 
and through the village to which it beloDgs — a village whose 
BUtiqui^ ia wairanted by the substantial old stone edifioes, 
with thdr gables and mullioned windows, wUcb her« Bod 
th^e stand out in bold relief &am the serrated liue of houses 
oocatituting " the street." It was in this parish that Abbot 
Chyrj'ton (^nnp. Edward III] prorided a garden and buildings 
for the retirenmt of uck or eonTaleaceut monliB from his 
abtiey. May says that the sita of this appears to be the 
■pot now known as the manot ferm-house, to the left of the 
path called " Menken Lane," on Altering the Tillage £ram 
Evesham. Some vestiges of perhaps the aodent buildings, 
within the present tenemoit, have indaoed strange notions 
among the villagert as to two disosed drains and part of a 
culvert, whicih some of them gravely canaider to be burial 
places and a mbterrauean walk. The fish-pool may be traced 
north of the garden. In a field called "Fox Hill" some 
andent pottery, human and other aiumal bones, stone slabs, 
and a rude head, have been fbmid ; and some have sup- 
posed this was an early BriUsh settlement. 

The dinrch (which is sud to have been conaeerated in the 
■sme year and by the same prelate as the church of Bretforton) 
i« plaeed on a gentle elevation riung from the street, and, 
being Barronnded by a good opeo space, Its good old maaamy 
and the andent yew hard by are seen with good effec^ 
though the burying-gnnmd is kept in a most stevenly stale. 
I had to wade np to my middle in nettles to took after the 



T,Coo<^le 



BADSEY. 103 

inscriptiooB, and fonnd nothiDg after all to reward my pains. 
The chnrdi has a chancel, nave, with north chapel, and 
lower at Ihe west end. Aa with muif other ohnichca herc- 
•boDt, a great portion of the walla ia Early English work, 
with rcetonttiona (if they may be so called) made daring 
and since the Perpendicular period. Bat there is a amall 
oircnkr-lieaded doorway, with a bomontal lintel, in the 
□arth wall (now (topped up), wMch presents the chevron, 
cable, and peUet mouldings, and indicates an earlier church 
on this ate. If the chnich was eonsecrated in 1295, aa 
receded, one woald lutve expected to see Geometrical rather 
than £arl7 English maaoory in the walla. The roof is of a 
steep pitch, tiled. There is a cross patee, in a hoop of stone, 
on the chancel gable, and a handsome floriated cross on the 
gable of the chapel. There are trefoil lancet lights in the 
west wall of the chapel and north of the chancel ; the other 
windows are Perpendicnlar, except some wretched square 
onea with wooden bamee, which ought at once to be removed. 
A well proportioned window of four bays aboie the western 
entrance — the only good window in the church — is shnt out 
from view by the stopping ap of the lowet arch, and a 
gallery at the sorae place completes the deformity. The 
chancel arch, too, ia supplied by a trumpecy curve, not very 
■m'i'"'l'f to a piece tt bent timber. An obtose alcb divides 
the chapel from the nave. The tower is of three stagea, 
embattled, and is singularly conspicuous for its grotesque 
gargoyles, one of which ia like the head of a walrus, with 
projecdag teeth Or tusks. I noticed bere that the hideous 
heads, whether human or Sendieh, were toward the north, 
and the more amiable coonteiuuicee southerly — on arrange- 
ment, I suppose, in harmony with the sniaent saperstilion 
that all evil influences proceeded &om the north and reigned 
abaolnte in that cardinal ptnnt. The heads are nearly alt 
represented as being in that stale which is usoally experienced 
by persans when they first. go to sea; and as the mediesval 
carvers were waggish fellows, it may be that they intended 
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tome of tfae gargoylfla u portlwtB of the sick monki of 
Bvedum, vho eune to this pariah fcr the reatormiJiin of 
their beaUfa. In the ehorch ia & monomait with the figures 
of a knight and hii lad; kneeling, vith three children. Theae 
tie memben of the Hob; famil;, to one of irhom, at the 
diaaalntion, Badae; wm (granted. In the chapel is the 
foUowing inacriptiMi to one Edward Seaward, 1772: 

H« ns'u irith inrin iwslM hli Uitlt nan. 



Bit tWMt iMrr mi UnnUilr." 
^le WilBOo bmil; oocnp; the chancel bniTing-graiind. Tba 
loot ia octagonal, the bamn supported bj a pillarsd shaft. 
There ar« lix bells in the tower. The Snnda; schools namber 
■ii^ or Bsvent; children, and there ia a day sohool beside. 
The living is a perpetoal curacy, in the gift of Christ Chnrch 
College, Oxford. Tilue, £150. Rev. Mr. Hnnt, incumbent. 
WniBm Banuurd, clerk. Population in IBtl, including the 
hamlet of Aldington, 197; in 18£1, 521. In an andolt 
ninate-book belonging to thii parish, beginning in J6S1, are 
aevaral cnrions oitcies relating to the ceremonials of tba 
ehoidt joat preceding the Reformation, as follawi : 

UST. Paid for piiBtlii| of tba dalb nfon out Lh 
„ Paid fm th« palctlns of Iha nod . 

Un. Paid m (ha upu lal ■dm Bl N^cIioImi 



Paid for raiallna of tl 

I. Paid for making tha f 

Paid for tha Jnitai . 



Hie three laat entriea relate to the tepTeaentatiail of Chrisfa 
enlombnient and Msiuieulion, farmer); made in onr clmrcheB 
during Pasnim week. 
Jnat oppoDte the chnrdi at Badaey, diaaent beaidi the 
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cBtablishiaeiit in the Blupe of a W«ale7*Ii oh^wl ; but 1 «m 
erediblj infbrmed that if mil the fbimei incnmbentB of thii 
ilnuoh h>d done tfaair dotj fUtfafulljr, no Bocb erideneea of 
■ectuiutiom woald h&TO been Tioiblv hare. 



Bitkjiamfatii. 



M8MEAVIH0 Badge;, snd paaaiog over the brook whidi 
S i^ Jl probably gave that pariah it> name, we oome at onca 
limit in right of Wickhamfbrd ehnrah, a imall and nnpre- 
tending Btraetnre, which ii bnt one long field*! length horn 
Badaey, aod being bnt a amall liring (perpetnal emmef ) of 
about £10 or £60 a jear, ia held b; the tame ioonmbent 
When I cotered the church, which waa nearly half an honr 
before the ararioe CDmmeneed, the seats wer* quite fbll, 
exe^t srane monstronsly large pewa on the sontb tide^ the 
only occnpant of which scowled on ms ao whea I looked 
round for sitting room that I was fiun to retini, and at 
last found a reeting-plaee in the laps of two laboorens, sittiag 
on a plain benoh behind a partition six feet high, forming 
the boundary of the aioreeud pews, whidi nlost effeotnall; 
shut out from US the view of the reet of the church. 
Hare comers oonldnued to pour in, tilt the pews were sIbo 
crowded, and in a place less sacred it would have afibrded 
some amosement to note how delighted tbe rustics were who, 
by coming early, and being secure iu the enjoyment of thnr 
own seats, watched the disappcnnted moTements of those who 
came late and looked round implorin^y for an inch of room. 
Behind na was a ladder reaahing up into ibe tower, and a 
nmnber of boys took np their position on the rounds, till 
die sermon patting them to sleep, they would probably most 
of them hare hrolcBn their nects had it not been for the 
Tigilanoe of the deri^ who k^ himself awake by evai7 
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aow aad then adTuiwng to the wee( end and bnaduliiDg 
his cane tonrda the aleqimg beanties od the Udder. I 
tfaongbt tlus was such a case of chiu<Dh repletion as 1 had 
DO where dee witneesed in (be ooonty, and began to think 
of writiag to the BeoretBij of the Ineorporated Sodetj for 
pecimiat]' wd in the enlargemeDt of the bnildiog, or to the 
clergyman and ohuTchTardeiis to induce them to ramove the 
immcose monumentB in the cbancet, which are BDme twelve 
OF thirteen feet hmg by five feet wide, when I diacoTered 
the secret of the large attendance — it wm a valedictory 
sermon by the late incumbent, it being his last Sunday 
among the people of Badsey and WicUuunford, and the 
church-goers of both places had assembled together to take 
their leave of the reverend gentleman. An old Scotch wife, 
once parting with her priest, assured him that " he baith 
cam' and left wi' the gnid will o' the parish ; " but although 
this might have been deemed an equivocal compliment, I 
must beg to flSBOre the Rev. Mr. Boggia that I do not mean 
it as such in applying the anecdote to his case, as he seems 
to have left behind him a savonr of good works, and to have 
conciliated the esteem of hia congregations ; yet much remains 
for his socceasor to accomplish in both parishes, and that, 
too, with a firm but gentle hand. 

The ehurch. and f^ily monnmenta were "restored and 
beautified (aa is somewhat oetentationsl]' recorded on a t^let 
above the chaneel arch) by Arthnr, Lord Sandys, of Ombei^ey 
Court, in the year 1841," by whose family Wickhsmford 
was purchased from the Throekmortons, to whom it had 
fallen at the diasolulJOQ. The seAt-ends are carved, and the 
pulpit has alto-relievo figures earred ou its panels. A punting 
of the royal arms, executed in 1661, occupies the width of 
the church where traces of the aadent rood yet ranain. 
Folding wooden gates divide the chancel tiom the nave. 
The font is wood, nicely carved, with the four Evangelista 
surrounding the shafts and winged cherube the basin. The 
old fbnt (a plain drcular one) ia turned upside down in tin 
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chADcel, uid is made to serre u m Mat. On the frcmt of 
tbe galleiy, which is at the west and, are earringi on ths 
panels, ni[iiiw»iLiliiiig dunda sod sonraeopin, ■■ ilao Joseph 
and the Tiifpit, A chuie^ n»ve, and tower, aomplete the 
little ^nreh ; some of tbe nindoire are lancet, and others 
sqaare-beaded ; the walls are eorered with scripture sen- 
tences painted mthin black oatlines, and the roof ia tied 
with CToss-besiiia. In the chancel is a plain pointed pisdna. 
The walls of tbe chorch require cdeuring, the doon 
paining, and the pewa a sweeping measure of reduction, 
which, uoitedl;, would gmitly improre the appearaDce of 
this neat Jittle churoh. The oldest monnment here is a 
mural Islab — "Here l^eth Jane, tbe wife of Tbomas Sponer, 
who departed the 10th of Marche, lfi84." Two gorgeous 
tooibe, which glisten with gold and bright ooleurs, occupy 
the greats part of the chancel. They have recumbent 
flgores of alabaster, lying beneath bedstead campiea, sup- 
ported by five Corinthian pillan in length, and arches 
betwesi. One of the monnmenlB ia to Sir Samnel Sandys, 
"eldest son of that famous prelate Edwyn, Archbishop of 
York," died 1626, and his wife Mercy, who wag detoended 
&om the ancient family of the Culpepraa. Tba other is to 
Sir Edwin Saudys, who also died in 1626, and Penelope 
his wife. This is the knight described as "a bold-spoken 
iDwnber of the House of Cotnmoiis," who was arrested 
■omeUme between Jane and November, 1621, npon the pro- 
R^ation of Parliammt. The Commons, upon reassembling^ 
stood by tiieir member ; and, as he was wck in bed, they 
sent two members to wait npoo him, and hear from his 
own mouth the cause of his arbitrary arrest^ giving no 
credit to the declaration of Secretary Calvert that he had 
not been committed for any Parlismenlary matter. 

Close to the church is an ancient manor-hDUse, now 
occupied bj Mr. Taylor. The papulation of the parish in 
1S41 waa 123; in 1861,129. 
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^mgROM the railway, by tbe riTsr^ nde, to Hampton 
S^K ig k Kene that would nuke Hie heart of a Dadl«7 
SM^ miner, a Stonrbridge artisan, or ■ " Bnunmagon " 
meduHiie, la^ for jo;; and if this aeries of akelchea m 
" the Tale " shall have the effect of enlidng an; of those 
hard; and long-aafferiag sons of toil forth from the black 
and miolf seane of their labours, to imbibe pure air and 
a taste for the beautifnl in this lovely nedgfabourbtMid, one 
portion of my objeet will have been gsined. The parish of 
Great and Little Hampton ooitssts of tva Tillages, watered 
by the " soft-flowing ■ Avon, from whose sloping banks a 
number of pretty villas and mansions look down over verdant 
lawns and meadows, producing scenery of the most richly 
Tariad ehancter. Among these are Hampton Hoose, the 
■naiwoQ of B. Workman, &q. (from whose hiwn the parit-Uke 
landscape, comprising bill, wood, and water, becomes, under 
the infloeiice of the setting sun, truly enehanUng) ; and Avon 
Tilla, that of H. Workman, Esq., the present liberal and 
thrioe elected mayor of Eresham. There is bIbo the manor- 
house at Little Hampton, oocupied by a farmer, and Hampton 
Lodge, tiie reddence of J. Allen Stokes, Esq. We need not 
be sDrprised at finding that tiie sagacions old abbots of 
Evesham also posseesed a mansion here, as indeed it appears 
the; did at most of the parishes comprised in " the Deanery 
of the Tale." In tLe reign of William I, Abbot Walter 
oonatructed a vineyard here, apon the bank now eaUed 
Clarke's Hill, being the park then bdonging to tbe monatteTj 
on the other »de of tiie river; and in Domesday boob is an 
account of a salt-work then being within the pariah. Some 
saluhriona springs hare been lately discovered here, frm the 
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tjitiytaa of which it appeus that they contaiD 1«m of common 
Baits and more of th« medidnal than those of Chelteaham ; 
and, referring to the Hampton waten, Dr. Haaliiigs, in 
his " UlDatratiana of the Natuisl History of the Coun^," 
thoa remarka : " We only reqiure Bome acddental drcomstance 
to tempt bsbionable TiaitorH to resort to the n^ghboorhood 
of Ereshua, in order that the springa of this spot may vie 
with those of the two former celebrated watering piacea 
(Cheltenhani and Leamington] in their famed reatoratiTe 

The church is boilt apon a gentle knoll above the tiTcr, 
whence its modest tower looks fbrth as tbongh in admiration 
of the repose and beaaty which teign around, aod desiring 
to have its own pleamng features reflected by the Btream 
beneath. The bnilding consists of a nave and chancel, with 
the tow^ at the junction of the two. The latter stands 
on four handsome pcnntsd arches, with vaulted stone ceiling, 
and the effect is to (pve the interior a light ^d lefty 
appearance, aided also by the open roof and the absence 
of galleries. The chancel (which ia of Dnnaoolly large aize) 
was rebuilt in Uie thirteenth century by Abbot Randolph, but 
the church has been wnce ahnost entirely reconatmotsd in the 
Perpaidicular s^le. Bubble, &ced with ashlar, is the material. 
There is a cniious and handsome stone pomh on the south 
aide. It has a somewhat depressed pointed arch, with a square 
label above, teiminaUng in corbel heada} the buttresses at 
the side of the porch are eontinned up the slopes of the 
tiling in an angular ridge, the tiling or roof itself being 
annpoaed of stone slabs. There is a square niche over the 
doorway, and in the porch are traces of the stoup which was 
torauaiy attached to the wall. The chancel contains a pointed 
pisdna. On the north ude of the tower is a turret staircase 
leading to the belfiy, and upwards to the chamber in which 
the bells are hung. There is also a doorway before reaching 
the bclfiy, which formed the approach to the rood-loft. There 
were foimerly dx bells, but the firat and R(th are missing. 
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I hava been infoTmed bj an old pariBMooet tliat about Rhy 
yean ago they wa« sent to be recast by a bell-foimdeF who 
became ineolveiit, and the chnrcbwarden, who took littla 
iDtereat in the matter, did not care to recover them. Tbe 
abaence of bells from other towers hereaboat bas been 
accoontad (br in the same manner, which leada one to doubt 
veiy much the hooest; of those who rejoiced in the profeesion 
of bell-foonders, or else to siupect that the pari^ionere in 
those da}'s preferred to put in thur pocketa the, paltry price 
of the old metal to haTing a new bell wherewith to complete 
their peaL The obnrch is in excellent condition, having been 
recently repaired and rq>ewed by subscription. A little brick 
vestry at the north of tbe ohancel spoils the view on that 
wdc. There ia an old conical font, raised on two sqnare steps. 
On the north wall ia a table of beqneets, setting forth tlint 
John Martin, of Little Hampton, in 1713, gave a meesoage, 
tenranent, and lands, at Little Hampton, foun which £10 to 
be paid to an " orthodox and pioos minister, that shall read 
prayers, preach, and catechise, every Sonday in tbia ohurcb ;" 
BDch sum to be payable in March and September; also £ID 
for a similar object at Bengeworth ; 3fis. yearly lor leaching 
poor children of Hampton to read and learn the chnmh 
catechism; lOs. in bread to the poor every Christmas Day; 
fs. yeariy to the parish clerk, and the reudne for Betting 
ont boys and ^Is apprentices; and £193. Is. 6d.,the midae 
of peiBonal estate, laid ont in land at Pebworth, for the benefit 
of the minister of Hamptim. 1 am told these bequests ore 
fully carried out. On the south waQ is tbe fbllowing 
inscription : 

In piety 
With itDcerit; extmf]arj. 

With boDODr nrlcL 
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la dnih tunniM. 
Fab. 1 

•"'*"-' °'{X^«™ 
The name of Scarlett Dccun freqaenlly in the pariah register 
aboDt the year 1700. Benjamin, to whose memory the above 
slab was erected, is thoe characterised iu the book: "Buned 
1739. Feb. 4. Mr. Benj. Scarlett 'Quo nan tntior alter, 
et mnlto imprimis, bilarans coovivia Baccha." The family 
of the Clarfces lie in the chancel. In the chorchyaid is the 
fallowing veiu npon the tomb of tbe aboTe-named benefactor, 
John Mutin: 

" Bcjood J* proplMt'i settle Ivm of *(*• 
Wither'd ind dry, I Iben dnpt off jri itaga. 
And hen nmfdM my kindred ck>dt do Ije, 



And ohviKed TnortsUty for ev«r LIT4." 
" Vieit pott fitnera v^tHt.'* 

The pedc«tal of tbe aid churchyard croea remains here: 
it ia octagooai, with qoatrefoib and rosea on each &ea, and 
ia -irarthy of attention. There is a school-hoiue in the cbnrdi- 
yard, wliicb *m erected by private ■obeeription in IStU, far 
the purposes of a Sunday school, and during the week tot 
inbnts. The elder childron attend the naUonal school in 
Evesham. It is at the present time iu contemplation to 
build a national school and teacher's residence in the centre 
of the Tillage : fonds are being raised for this purpose, but 
not without opposition from some of the intiabitsnis, who 
" see no good in educating the poor," and would prefer to 
have them led to tbs nidiDly and danisging influences of 
"charms" and other benighted ignorance. From some cause 
or other there appeare to have been a gretit number of destha 
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in the year 1 728, wUdi is stjled " Letbifer Anniia." The 
npStBT ooqUuiu (hir^ barala in that year, and twenty- 
three In the year follawing, the average being about fanr 
or fiTG per year. 

Great and Little Hunpton form » perpetual curu^, in 
the gift of Christ Chnrch College, O^iford. Value, atunt 
jeUO. Incombeot, Rev. F. F. Fawtes (1839). Corato, Rev. 
Henry TindaL Clerk and master of the echool, O. Lovesy. 
Population in 1841, 469; in 1851, 656, wbich inclades the 
hamlet of Little Hampton and the Ercaham miion irorVhouse. 

[A oorrespondent aaggests to me the propriety, before 
eoncluding my aketehea of "the Deanery of the Tale," of 
remonttnidng against the coBtom of clergymen fanning their 
own glebe. He says that by so dobg "they are becoming 
vn^ddly-minded in their ideas, and, when the prai^tice 
is combined with an assumptJon of the magiaterial office, 
attendance at poor law boards, &a., it tends to aeeularize 
the ministerial charaoter, and leaves bnt little time fiv 
apiritual and parochial duties. It is true the law allows 
a clergyman to bnn his glebe if it does not exceed eigh^ 
acres, bnt the thin eongregalJonB which usoally attend on 
these clerical fannera afford a proof that the cnslom should 
be abandoned. MoreoTer, aa a pecQniai7 ipeenlation, it 
almost always &ilB of the object sought (o be attained, as 
bnt few clergymen can contrive to turn poor livinga into 

good ones by Each means. A wm^y agriculturist at 

was used to say that his vicar got only about sixpence a 
sermon for every one that he preached, which would not 
have been the case if he hod let his estate, and abandoned 
the (tultivation of the bread which perisheth for the sowing 
of the good seed of eternal life, whereby bis nscfnlneas as 
a minister would likewise hare been greatly increased. 
Doobtlees there are some of the clergy who (to ose a oonuDon 
but expressive phrase) would 'feel more in their element' 
wtber as msgistrates, fox-hunters, or agriculturists; and I 



^iT,Coo<^[c 



believe it was a saying of Dr. South, that ' Taanj a man 
ran his head against a pulpit nlio might hare done his 
eouDtiy excellent Becrice at the plongh.' " I Bhonld state 
that the above observstiQiis do not apply to Hampton; but 
there ia one thing here that calla loodl; for reprehenaon. 
The Dean and Chapter of Christ Church, Oxford, have 
(aa rectors) oeaily three hundred acres of land in the pari»h, 
for which they do nothing bat appoint a curate, whose 
income from forty acres of miserably poor soil, and other 
BonrceB, does not exceed £110 per annum ; and yet that 
nest of eccteraastical sinecarists cannot find in their consciences 
any motive t« indnce them to build a house wher^ thdr 
poor curate " may lay hia head." This is one ot the many 
ciymg evils at present under the sun.] 
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eOME ceDtnriea ago the Tillage of Broadway n-wi 
eoaipaxMiwe\j important Hemy III granted to the 
manor a charter or free warren, a niarket oQ Friday, 
and a fur on the ece and feast of SL John and on 
the day next following, but these have long been extinct 
The village consial* chieBy of one main street, nearly 
Uiree-qnarters of a mile in length, and the great width 
of which must have first given rise to the name. The 
housea are of stone, maHsive and strong, with mullioned 
windowfl, aome of them being apparently upwards of three 
centnriee old. At the western end of the vilUge is a 
carious old house, supposed to have been formeriy con- 
nected with the Abbey of Perehore. Stone being got in 
the immediate neighbourhood, the old baildeis seemed to 
have rejoiced in the abundance of the material at hand, 
and certainly deserved the &ila invoked in the epitaph 
made on Sir J, Vanhrugh, an architect of the early part 
of the last century— 

>' Lig huvy on him, euth, tor ha 

To those good quiet lonls wbo scarcdy ever atdr &>om 
their own parish, a jonrney from otir brick and timber 
part of Worcestershire to the stone territory of Broadway 
would be a tranrition of as great novelty as could be 
produced by a tour at tax greater pretenuons. There is 
DO village Uke it in Worcestershire that I know of. That 
long, wide, and romantic street, with its heavy, irregular 
houses, and strongly mnllioned windows, looks like a petri- 
faetion of Its former self, long before the Gnt waggon to 
London from Worce«ter pKed its lazy way to the yard of one 
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of tlie Miiaent boatelries here — before a coach wm thought 
to be a possibaitj, or ■ (bownile-Hii-hour "flying Tan" waa 
coDBtmcted, to be deoouaced as an ioraad on the eonatitution — 
and long, rery long indeed, ere a mlway "loomed in the 
futnre." Allbongh the eomporative importance of the place 
may have BDmewbat dwiadled, it is owing probably to the bet 
that the rest of the voild has progreaBed while Broadway hai 
remained ataUona^, rather than that the latter has positively 
declined in extent or the nmnber of ita population, aa it even 
DOW contuna nearly 1,700 inhabitanta. The village has had 
ita ahare of through traffic by the pack-hone, the waggon, 
the van, and the coach ; but that mighty modem disturber 
of all things, the steam-engine, which has already raised or 
put down thousand* of village dynasties, now pasaea by Broadway 
aud at a distance snffiineDt to leave it out of the line of eOm- 
municatitm. Tliat well-^pointed coach, the Sovereign, which 
straggled so gallantly against the openiog liDe, has at length 
sneeumbed to its rival, and the sound of ita i»pid wheels no 
longer ie£cbo firom the stone walls of the village. Sie Irantil 
gioria mimdi I The extreme natural beauty of tbe vicin^e 
of Broadmiy must however at all times reader it a delightful 
site for reaidence aud the blessing of health. The hills on 
its southern side are highly picturesque and well wooded, and 
from their summit the beautiful valleys of Woicesterahire may 
be seen as in a panoraoiB, contrasting very favourably with 
the flat, bleak, and unfruitful coontry which the traveller 
soon after passes through, on bia way to London. On Middle 
Hill standa the manuon of Sir Thoroaa Phillippa, Bart., with 
its mine of literaiy treaanrea ; it waa erected iu 172G and 
enlarged in 1776. Broadway Tower, a short distajice there- 
from, built bj' Uie late Lady CoveaXry, commands a charming 
and extensive prospect. Springhill, towaids the S.E., is the 
el^ant mansion of General Edward Lygon. 

But it is now time that my readers should accompany me 
to tbe old parish chnich, which is situato ne&rly a mite south 
of the village. In eooieqnenoe of its venerable age and 
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dikpidationt tbi« old edifice wis recently closed, t, tumdstnne 
and spftdona new church (now mode paiDchial) bftTing be«i 
erected in 1839-40, on & rite dose to the Tillage. The old 
chnrchTard, faowerer, i« still tued for mortnory purposes. 
On sarmoiinting the flight of Eteps which Ind over the 
dinrohyud wall, the first view of the old atnictnre, with its 
nnoldy and decaying walla, its windows open to the nnpitying 
blast OF boarded op with patched nuteriala, the many memoriale 
of nwrtali^ around, the solemn rilence of that deserted spot, 
rendered itiU more gloomy by (he tail trees and tiiick foliage 
which overhang it on all sides, was pecniiuly Etriking. The 
old chnrch is oraci form, with the tower li^ng between nare 
and chancel. The vnlls and windows belong diielly to the 
Perpendicular or fifteenth centnry Btjrle, while * poition ot 
the chancel, together with the coloiniis and arches separating 
the nave from the aides, la Norman. The capitals of these 
oolnmna hare a stiff apright moulding. The arches of the 
north and aonth chapels and of the tower are pointed. The 
tower ia embattled, with turret on the north side, and there 
is an tuelent stone porch north of the nave. Old monldy 
galleries, from which it was next to impoBsibla that those 
who sat in them oonld see or be seen, are jammed in jost 
beneath the arches of the nare ; and on the weslam gsJleiy 
is an inscription setting forth that one John Knowles had 
left £1 00, the interest of which to be applied in the purchase 
of bread for ten oM and infirm poor, bat that a si^t in 
Chancery compelled the trustees to refund £M to certain 
olsjmants, and the remainder was invested in the stocks. 
This gift is still adminislsred. In 1841, Thomas Fewson 
Eagles, of Brixton Place, Brixton, in the oonnty of Surrey, 
gentleman, ga»e by will the sum of £200, three per cent. 
ooDBolidated bank annuities, to be invested in the names of 
the minister and ohurchwafdens of the parish of Broadwfty, 
upon trust, " to keep in good state and condition the stoue 
and iron palisades of my late daughter, Ann Eagles; and 
the surplus of such dividends to be distributed on St. Thomas's 
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Day amoDfist inch poor retidcmt inhabltuit bouiehalden of 
the said parish of Broadway, Worowtw, Mt reetttiitg paiochial 
c«lief, as shall be conBidered by the inoambeDt for the time 
heiag deeerring objects thereof." Among the fDmitnre of 
the church ii an alma-box with toot faat«ningg (all of which 
bai« now relaxed thni hold), an old oooiol foot, a carved 
oak puipit, a oommnDitm table of Mono in the Eu4y En^iih 
atyle, and a trefoil-headed piwriu near it. The bIodb table 
was removed from the Dew to the old ohnrch, and a band- 
aome old oak tftble beknpog to the old chnrefa placed b 
the new one. Underneath the table, in the pavement, ia a 
amall etoie, with the date 158fi and initiaki. On the ea«t 
w&ll of the chanoel is the r^ireeentatiou of a man in brass, 
1^ aimed, except his head and hands ; he is slanding and 
prsyiag; his aniu are in a shield above his head. This was 
in memOTy of Anthony DaltoD, data }572. His widow, who 
lies near, was sud bj Habingdon to have been the moat 
bonntifii] geuttewomaii for hoqHtali^ of her degree in England. 
In the chancel is also the s^inlchie of the PhiUipps* family, 
and memorisla of the Savage* and BaaeUs, one of the latter 
of whom laid the Siat stone of the new church in 18S9. 
The soath ehapd contains a moral slab to William Taylor, 
of Middle Hill (1741), who is described as an onuunent to 
his coonti7, and distinguished in the senate ; the ostentatioua 
report going on to allege that " few made a better figure at 
the bar," and that he possessed " fevm tMlings tiuin twaally 
fall to the lot of human lifa." Leaving this immaculate 
gentleman in the hands of Him "to whom all heaiti are 
open, and from whom no secrets are hid," let ns retrace our 
al^a to the Tillage, fint of all taking note that near the old 
church are the remains of the andent muiot^hanse. 

The new ebnrch next olauns oar attention. It stuidt on 
the site of an old ehapel, the date of which was 1608. The 
building is me of the late Mr. Eginton's beat efforts, and w 
in the Early English st]4e. It coDsiste of chancel, nave, 
aisles, and western tower. The roof is vaulted. All is of 
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(tone, including pulpit, Kodisg dssfa, and font ; and there is 
mn air of freehnesB and snbitantiality aboat the oleaa yellow 
materia], and a plessnre derived from the sharp cbaracteristjc 
earTingB, witli tlia light and cheerful gracetalueBa of the 
pointed aroliiteetnre, vbich all most readily feel. The aiileE 
are separated from the nare bj five arohea, mpported b; 
piUan which conust of a drcnlar centre, having ibor bouUI 
circular ahaFts running up them at eqai-distant points. 
There ii a clereeb>i7 light in each bay above. The seats 
are open, having fiaialg carved with the ball-Qower, and 
there site three gallerieB. 

Touching the services, I have tM remark to make beyond 
tendering a little advice to that important meniber of the 
choir who' perfbnos the fuudamental gioondwork of barmony 
— I mean the base singer. I would advise him, ^en, for the 
future, not to strain after eCFect, nor to tyranniae, by his loud 
singing, over the other vocaJiatB— like the giant Folyphemua 
among the gentle lovers. Harni<»iy and a pleaung effect can 
only be prodaced by a nice and judicioos blending of voices, 
without the predooiiDanco of any one of them — just as the 
best BBUcee are those in which none of tbe various ingrediente 
of which they are compounded have an asoendancy over 
the re«t 

The church waa rebuilt by voluntary contribution ; it has 
about 850 sittings, and, in couaequeuce of » Sodety gnnt, 
450 are free. The pulpit and desk require to be removed, 
aa at present they spoil the view of the interior. In one of 
the veetibules are the remuna of an old wooden pulpit, which 
belonged to the cluqiel of ease that formerly stood on this 
ate. It has Perpendicular tracery carved on each panel, 
and around the top the inscription — " Where the word of 
God is itot preached the people perish." — Frov. 29. The 
bell turret which belonged to tbe old chapel now stands upon 
the vicar^e lawn, having on it the date 1608. Sir T. 
WuuuDgbm, Bart, H.F., is lord of the manor of Kwadway. 
Tbe living is a vicarage in the gift of trustees. Value, 
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about £250. IncumbeDt, tlie Ber. S. FnnUio. John Tustin, 
derk. There ia > good Simdajr school here. A Bohool was 
endowed in 1686, by tSi, Thomas Hodges, for ednokting, 
etothing, And apprentidng twenty boye; it is now carried on 
by Mr. Wiiliua Davis, at bis own honae, for which he rMsiTeg 
£30 per »"""" Each boy is educated for thres yean, 
during which time he is supplied witfa books and two psjni 
of shoes ; a few boys are tim apprenticed. There are aboat 
one hondred ehildien in the schoola connected with the church. 
The Independeate and Wesleyaos have chapels at Broadway, 
and the Soman Catholics have obtained a eon^derable foatjng 
here. Some thirty yean ^o a Roman Catholic chapel was 
bailt in the village — it belonged to the Benedictines. In the 
end of the year 1650 the building was sold to a company 
of Pasuonists, who have built school-rooms, bat have not 
met with gTMt enconragement, the partial Buccess of the 
monks having been chiefly among girls who work at a silk 
mill in the parieh. 

The parish register goes back to the year 1539, bat many 
years of the commencement appear to have been copied at 
a later period. Some scribe has perpetuated thmein his 
exceeding dialike to that unprincipled reformer, Heniy Till, 
by the following entries : " These vaoaninee were occauooed 
by the small and insufficient muntenance and vieaiage 
afforded, great part of the parish being abbey lands, 
whidi, togelhar mtb the tithes, were disposed of .blindly, 
wiUiont regard to the credit and support of religion, by that 

Inatfnl beas^ King Henry VIII, who quarrelling with ■. 

y* Pope, that be was not by that man of «n aUowed in his 
■nntdll change of wires, destroyed the reUgious liousea, gave 
way y* lands to each creatures as flattered him in bis robberies, 
lewdness, and murders : al nunc interna dooet eaemph miierabiti 
guam iiap — fit lacto Dei vocrare." And after much similar 
abuse it goes on — "The improved rents of abbeys amounted 
to £1,500,000 per aonom, yet no provision was made for 
preaching or praying in most of the parishes in the kingdom. 
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Just was God's jodgment >|[aiiuit Cromwell, y" promoter of 
y suppreaaioQ of reli^iu houBca — that ha wis aocriSced to 
j« otpriee of ■ laadwoua womanly* Lady Howard. This 
notable reformer, who, under that pretence, had seized y< 
revenues of j* church, when he eame to die, ownd he had 
been sedaoed, and died a zealoos Papist. He was attainted 
of treasm and hereeie without bcdng heard in his defence — a 
proceeding j' be himself had loo moch encouraged. RighteouB 
art thou, O Lord, in all thy wayi, and jost are thy judgments." 
Then it is said that "Benry VIII made a formal snlipiBmon 
to y' Pope in writing a little before bis death — that his only 
object from the first was to emicb himself out of the 
monasteriea; and that if any good efTecta anwe &om it, ii 
was no more to be atttibated to Ms inten^n than the 
salvation of the world to be imputed to Judas or Pondua 
Pilate," During the time of the dvil wan and commmwealth 
the entnes in the register are hot few, and those in a moat 
Puritanical style, having ebiefly reference to eermona and 
apeeches mode by the intmded miniatras at fdnerala. The 
foUowing is a sample : " Wm. Walfaer, yewaan, third son of 
Nicbolaa and Joyce Walker, was very decently bnryed, and 
the livinge thoMOpon earcAilly instructed by a aolemne speech 
touching y' mortally of man, upod y* firat day of October ; 
and for his sake a sermon was afterwards preached touching 
y* glory of sunta dqnrled by Rd. Walker, minister of y* 
Lyttletons." There ia likewise an entry of " Some moneys 
in hand fat certun breefes which have never been called 
for, and the money was directed to be left as an esse to 
y> pariah in y' Dent collection, as shall seem good to y° said 
parish." On Anguat 2, 1791, " Robert and Henry, twin sons 
of Robwt and Martha Baanisler, travelling players and 
comedians," were baptised. There is also the following memo- 
mndum : " That Mr. John GliSths began to serve at 
Broadway June y* first, 1703, sequeatring y* profits of y 
vicatage, which were but £17 before y* augmentation, which 
was obtained cliie% by the kindnen of Mr. John Foster, 
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tobacRonist, in New P&lace Yard, Westmiuter (see ;* deeds). 
On M*; 2G, 1706, wu inititntod and indacted, npon Mr. 
Savage's preseDtatipii, Hie bishop not knowing of its being 
lapsed to y* crown, &>oni whence also Mr. Griffitha wrs obliged 
to take ODt j* broad mti. The vicarige wu lapsed to y' 
crown in tbe year 1616, and tbere it continned to y' ytaa 
1693, when Mr. GMbaon was presented, and afler bim Mr. 
Gregory, who, by aooepling Willecae withont qoalilicaten, 
lapsed Brosdwa]' again to ;* crown. After whom Mr. Griffiths 
came jpd look out ;* broad seaL The setling Micklekin estate 
upon It, and obtaining cDHts, which was £&0, cost Mr. Griffiths 
12 yevcB eoite in Cbaacery at bis own expense." 



jTWirrTTi the otden time this was also a place of considerable 
« X K importance, being one of the reaidenoes of tbe bishops 
nUKM of Worcester and the only burial-place (ot seTeral 
of the samnmdiDg pariahea. There was Hkewise said to have 
been a monastery here in Saxon days. Dean Wilson, who 
was proctor for the Dean and Chapter of Worcester at the 
lamons Synod of WeBtminster, 1562, was rector of Blockley, 
and leA £40 to (he poor of the parish. G^Ies Gtllter, sn 
"asHbtMIt" to the Puritan CommiBHionen for the ejection 
of those who were " soandaloDB, ignorant, and insnffiraent 
mnusters and schoolmaaters," was vicar of Blockley, but 
afterwards conformed at the Beatoration ; be died at Blocfcley 
in 1678, and vras bniied there. Dr. Derham, " sotiior of 
many cnrions sod excellent works — mecfaamdon, philosopher, 
pbyndan, and priest," was edocated at Blockley s<diool. 
Btdtop Wakefidd died here in 1S94 ; and Walter de Cantelape, 
fonoder of the White Ladies' Nunnery at Worceeter, and the 
advocate of the liberties of the English chorcb against Bi>miBh 
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oppreg»0D, died at Blockley in 1267. A good hanse still 
stands on the site of the bishop'H palace, bnt it is of » more 
recent date than the fifteenth century, when the palace wis 
deserted by the bishopB. There are remains of fish-ponds 
at the batlom of the garden. Park-kandH Carm, on the bill 
opposite, is BoppoBcd to have been the bishops' park. Mr. 
WestmacoCt now lives at the Park-Eunn. The manar original]]' 
belonged to their episcopal hirdsliips, bat ms granted to the 
Childe family in the fifteenth centnry, from whom it passed 
to that of Rushout in tlra lime of Charles II, and still rfmuns 
with them. 

Blockley village stands pleasantly on the side and base of 
a hill, or rather, near the bottom of a valley Himoniided 
almost enUrely by bills. The clean yellow roads, the substan- 
tial Btoao housee, many of which have an ancient appearance, 
the noduladng and in some poiots rather precipitous position 
of the sti-eela, and the abundance of fine trees in and about 
the village, render it altogether of a most picturesque character ; 
and a rather unusual circomstance on this ude the ehannel— 
a public faontain dispenses one of the neceesarlee of life to 
all who require it. On the other aide of the hill on which 
the village rests is Northwick Park, the prindpal seat of 
Lord Northwiek, the Ubenl patron of literature and the fine 
arts, and the promoter of every good work. The park contains 
three hundred acres, and is most agreeably dJversiEed with 
hill and dale, wood and water. The mansion is a handsome 
structure, modelled hy the late Sir John Rushout, after a 
deugu by the celebrated Earl Borlington, but has bsm 
subaei^ueDtly altered. Here is a fine collection of paintings. 
Addison passed much of bis time hera. Dovedale is a 
deli^tful summer retreat for the inhabitants of Blookley, 
bemg situate at tbe western extremity of the village, and 
oonsisting of plantations and romantic scenery. 

The parish comprises Hither and Farther Uptoo Old (two 
firms united with the township of Bbekley), the hsmlets of 
Northwiek, DraycotI, Ditchfbrd, Paxford, Aston, and Dom. 
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There are chal^bente and pebiiyiiig spriogB in die p«teh. 
A bnxik rises in BomioD Wood, vhicb also Aohb tlmragli 
tbe pirish, and after affbrding a supply of water to Tarioua 
corn and alk milb, empties itseir into (he Slow, near ShipsUa. 
The first mlb mill erected here wu by Mr. H. Wbatcot, in 
17I8. There are now eight silk milb here, emplojing aboot 
eight handled hands ; proprietors, Hr. Stanley, Mr. Anbury, 
Mr. James Smith, Mr. C. E. Smith, and Mr. H. Wntmaoott; 
the trade is at present (1853) in a vei; Sonidshuig state. 
BesideH tiieee are ught com mills, folly employed. The 
prindpal landed proprietors are Lord Nortiiwicli, the Earl 
of Beauchamp, Lord Redesdale, the Rev. the Tioar, Adnural 
Collier, and Mr. Roberts. Fairs are held here on Old 
Michaelmas Day and the second Tuesday after Easter. 

The ehorch is utnate in the centre of the Tillage, and 
presents exceedingly Tsried featoree. It conusts of a chancel, 
nave,jiorth aJsle, with east chapel, western tower, and Boathem 
porch. Tbe chancel is chiefly of the Iraneition period (&om 

, Noiman to Early Eagltsh), and was portiaJly rebailt and 
restored in 1838, at the expense of the lessees of the great 
iiOim. Its Mulh wall has, extemaUy, a ciuiolis corbel-lable, 
consisting of small duplicated arches and corbela set alter- 
nately. The windows here are Perpendicular, with broad flat 
pilasters between. The east window (new) is of Sto lights, 
with Oeometrical traeray, and a cable moulding runs beneath 
it on the oulcndei there is a handsome new reredm of four 

• ogee arches, crocketted and finiolled, which correspond well 
with four ancient arches of a umilar character in the south 
wall, intended for the three orders of clergy, and the fourth 
enckwng a pisdna, tbe stone shelf of which still renxBJns. 
The old rood-Bcreen also preserres its original place, with a 
fuitas^c . omameDtatiOD of later workmanship mnnmg along 
the top of it ; and where tbe rood formerly stood is a wooden 
frame-work, with the inscription, " I will wash my bands in 
innoeency," && The chancel oreb is pointed. The nave, 
which is sepanted from the north uele by fbnr pcduted 
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u^ea, wo* rebuilt in 1635 and 1636, uid its walla (on whidi 
are seriptora] Hentencea painted) contain rajiges of immense 
TindovB, mullioned, some of which cannot be lees than twelve 
or fifteen feet in beight In the north west angle of the 
pier which anpporta the noitb dde of the chancel arch is a 
onriouB piscina, with cellntar pointed roof and sbme ehelf. 
* There is a gallery at the west ends of the nave and ai^e; 
and the fan^ an elegant octagonal one, which is also at the 
west end, was restored and placed in its present position, 
And its ooTcr added, at the expense of the vicar, in 1853. 
The porch was reatored in 1847, at the cost of (he parish. 
The old tower was taken down in 1734, and the present one 
erected in the three following years, at the expense of die 
parishioners ; it is of four stagea, and contains a peal of six 
hells, one of which is so horribly cracked that It may well be 
supposed to discharge efficiently the duty assigned to belts 
in BnperstiUoos times — namely, to scare away the "fool fiends" 
of the air. 

The monnmental records of tMs church are not devoid of 
interest. In the north wall of the cliancel is a brass to 
William Neele, who was vioar here tmip, Henry VII; he 
is represented as a priest, with a cope, and a La^ inaoriptiOD 
which may tbns be interpreted : " Jesna, my love, my life — 
the joy of the jnsti Be not br from me, O my Godl 
Blessed be God 1 Pray for the sonl of Mastn- William Neele, 
finmerly vicar of Blookley and rector of BonrtMi-on-tiie- Water. 
Ha died August 8, 1510, on whose soul may God be menafnl." 
On the floor is a brass to Philip WarthniD, vioar, who died 
in 1486; be is represented in his sacerdotal robes, and in a 
kneeling posture, prajing to the Virgin and Child ; out of bis 
mouth proceeds a label, " Unioa spos ritee mihi, Virgo, ccelica 
pandej" which means — 

nuven'i Vlrglii, opa (or ma." 
The Virgin and Child have disappeared, bat the priest ramaina ; 
hy his side is a chalice. On another slab was the figure of 
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Thai, itnogflr, puBe ud pny nc me." 
This is to Maater William Jombharte, rector of (prob&bty) 
StrettoQ-on-Fowe. On the north side of the chmcel is a 
eoMly marble monament to the Hon. Anne Rushoat, daoghter 
ot Lord Norlhwiek, who died April i, lGi9. Deceased 
is represaited as praying, with two lemsle figores, or angels, 
in nidies, on either Bids; it is a good spedmen of sculptnre. 
There are also momuneDts to the Rev. Giles Collier, vicar 
of this puiah, who died 1678, and • long list of the family 
ot GiUier-, aba to the Ber. Charles Jasper Selwyn, ivho was 
dewoided from on antient bmHj in Gkiucestenibire, and was 
Tirar of this parish in 1794; his memory was long cherished' 
with affection. At the east end of the north ^sle is a chapel 
(founded b; Ralph de Baketon in 1320). It contuns the 
effigies of William Childe and his wife, in a kneeling position ; 
dale, the early part of the seTenteenth century. Ha nas 
twice sheriff fbr the eaunty, and many of his family were for 
a long time justices of the peaoe. The Latin inscription to 
his memiwy has been thus rendered i 

" While fne from care 1 Ute tniofed, 
Ms cotmtTT'i good Auh thougbt employed. 



■When gooi tliieea Ba» km Englind'i Quel 
When angBia nhoot the chDnl ania. 
When biuh'd In death mj mouldring ulies 
Ky spirit upwurd riiei to HnTen*! Itsrrjr di 
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In the aroe mclaaort, at the east end of tbe aiale, \b the 
&milj Tsalt aad a number of monDments to the Rosboats. 
tioM ani^ent fiunilj were related to the Dukes of Noimandy, 
and csme into possession of the Bhwldey manor in the time 
of Charles II. The family manaalenm contajna buale of Sir 
Johs RofdKiut, treasurer of the navy, who died in 1775, and 
his lad;, the fourth daughter of the £u-l of Northampton ; 
also the Conntesa Dowager of Northampton, third daughter 
of Sir James RnehoDt, who died 1 750 ; Sir James RnshoDt, 
ambaoaador to Constantinople, who died in lb'9S, and his lady, 
the daughter of Edward Pitt, of H arrow-on- the- Hill ; Sir 
James Rushout {1706} and hia lady; and Lord John Northwick 
(1800) and lady. Some of the boata are by Rysbinch and 
the others by Moore. On a flat stone the folioning lines to 
George Rushout, who died in infancy (180S): 

"Blegp on, iweet babe, amlt ih' AlmlgbVi will, 
Tben riN anohsiged, ud lie an scgel still." 

The most remarkable monument is that in the north aisle, 
to Ana Maiy, wife of Thomas Cbilde ; it contains the effigy 
of a woman, reclining at full length, in the drees of the times. 
Ske hene(f compoaed IhU epitaph a abort time before her 
death (1659): 

" Whilste Hybige I, Hellgloii ™s my Oulde. 

Rj nhich ui liviiilile mLrnJ I gained, avojrded Pride ; 

This UTghle me lo dlicry of Binns tlioa datdJj rscko 

It madfl me cvrt«0T9 to my friends ADd gvcb an*ivi« gBve 
That mjdeportenwDtt all were deemed J VBt and en Ta. 



Let me Uiy (ampler be, all tbrns ao 
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A pretty ^>ecimeD, tmly, of that shocking profunitj' and egotiam 
whicli pcevailed in the aeventeeotb centnry^iF, indeed, it be 
poBBihle that Mrs. Chitde conld thus hare golemnlj' reeoTiied 
her own virtoeB '. In the imvt U a mural slab to Dr. ErBamiu 
Saunders, Ticar of this parish, ' vhone piety of life and writings 
promoted virtue and religion, and his prudence io worldly 
matters improved the ralae of the living." This, I Buppose, 
Via the Df. Saunders, a native of Wales, who in 1713 erected 
a school near the dinrch, and which was rebuilt or enlarged 
by Lord Noithwiok in 1826. On the south wall, a slab to 
Edward Croft (1706) and hia relict, who bequeathed £3. 10a. 
per annum for clothing the children at the charity school and 
buying thetn books. There are also recorda of the Martyn 
&niily of Far Upton Old, who left (nearly a century and half 
ago) small sums to inatrnot poor girls in reading, knitting, 
sewing, and the principles of tbe Christian religion, and for 
coals and clothee ; some of this has been lost, having fallen 
into the handa of one who became a bankrupt There is 
likewise a monument to Edward Carter, of Upton Old (1667), 
who is eet forth aa a model to posterity, with Mary Carter, 
" who, while endeavouring at Bath to prolong the life that 
now is, obtained that which is to come, June, 1675, aged 19." 
This is aa good a eneer at the efficacy of mineral fringe as 
that contained in tbe celebrated epitaph — 



'^d' 


He with my two daoshten 




as the following 


nscrip 


••NeMlollil.pl«™aBli^ 
Ten pretly l»b«. gf .nen 


nlancy. 



ig their (ath« lyeth hi 



And I noticed the following on a stone at least nine feet high : 
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May thii thought out courage nlae' — 
Snifl Ood*> gnitt dit7 approuhei: 
Sighi ihiJ] ibeo be cbuig'd to [iFqiaa- 

Haj m triumph 
When ib« worW Ij tn a blaie r r •■ 

Several of tlie Carters bequeathed Buma for the support of 
the etiuioX and other cbaiitabte pnrpoaeB, Goddard Cuter 
eapeeiftlly (1723) giving £10 a year "to teach poor cbildren 
to read and write, and Bomething of ari^unetic; also £10 for 
clothing the poorest of the parishioners; and the owner of 
the estate out of which it is paid to appoint the teacher 
of the school and what poor persons shsU be clothed j and 
that a full account in writiug under thnr hands be delivered 
yearly to the inhabitants at Easter week, when they shall 
meet to choose diurchwardeus, bow they have disposed of 
the said charides." Richard PerkioB, in 1703, invested £400 
ID land, the rent to go "to cloth poor, old, impotenl, indastrious, 
and honest people, who regul^ly attend the service of Giod 
in the parish church." Elizabeth, Countess of Northampton] 
in 1760, left £S00, with the interest of which twenty loaves 
were to be distributed every Sunday (a gratifyiDg process 
which I witcesaed on the occasion of my vWt). It was 
arranged so that a list was made out of forty poor persons 
in the parish, who partook of this charity in their turns ; 
and if any absented themselves from church for three Sundays 
witlioat reasonable excuse, they vera to be stmck off the 
list. Bebecca, Baroness Nortliwick, left £200 in the funds, 
the interest to go to twenty poor women. Mrs. Martha 
Scattergood, abont a centnry ago, left £100, in Government 
security, for the poor. Rev. W. Bougbton, in 1832, £300, 
to be applied, fini, in repuiiug bis monument, and then to 
go to the poor. Frances Bowhay, mdow, 1836, £500, the 
interest to be given away in coals in January. Mias Ann 
Bougbton, 1334, £200, interest to go to the scbool. It will 
tb&s be seen that the charities of Blockley are rather extensive, 
and, I am glad to hear, are Uthfnlly administered. Nor 
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hkve the «harcb and Ha miniitntlooB been forgotten in the 
pioos liberali^ of put geoenttiona, for I find that some landi 
hkTe been left (prodndng abont £i per ummn) far the repair 
of the chnroh ; and that the CoimMs Dovager of Northampton 
(1732) uid Elizabeth Uar^ (1706) gave mocb eilrer plate 
fitF the eommnnion service, &e. Ah to the scIuioIh, there are 
now two, held daily ; . one, a mixed one, nmnberiDji; fiixty or 
■eventy children, supported by the vicar ; another, with abont 
forty or fifty, Bnpported by Lord Northwick. The Sunday 
aebool« nnmber 220. 

Blockley !a a vicarage ; net income, nearly £FIOO. The 
Biahop of Worcester is the patron and appropriator. The 
titbea were coniiDQted for bod in 1772. It waa a rectory 
tin the time of Edward I, when Biahop Cobhun ohtwned a 
bnll for the appropriation (^ the churdi to bki aee, with the 
chapelrtea dependent thereon. It woe formerly a peculiar, 
exempt from the archdeMiw'e vigitatiooa, and claimed moi^ 
tnaries fcorn Bourton-on-the-Hill, Moreton-in-Mareh, Batsrrad, 
•Dd Strettm-on-Foeae. The inhaUtonte of these plaew aeem 
to have entertained a very natural abjection to croniog the 
intervening hilis, wadmg thnngh the floods, and tramping 
long distanese over the (at tjmea) impassable highways of 
those days, merely to bring griat (m the shape of dead bodies) 
to the ecdesiaetical mill of the priest of Blockley ; and one 
by one they socceeded in obbuning far themselves the right 
of sepnltore. There were chapels at Blockley Warren, of 
wliich tbtra is now no vestige ; at Paxford, where the name 
" ohapel dose " still proves the site ; and at Aston, where 
ttieie is now a very neat new stone chapel, not on bnt near 
the mte of the old one. It was boilt at the expense of Lord 
Redeadale in 1B44, and afterward! an endowment waa added 
by him together with a parsonage house. Aston is a vill^ie 
situate on a slope of bine clay, which has given immense 
trooble to the railway engineers who attempted to carry 
their iron bands tbrongh it, bat were compelled to divert 
their works, owing to the alarm occasioned amongst the 
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inlutbiUiita by the ahifting of the imS having swept uvaj a 
n>n of cottagm, and the dread enterlwned that the whole 
village ibself nonld be gpeedil; transUted to a lower level. 
There ia a Baptist chapel here, but it has been almost 
deserted ever since the church was built, and nearly erery 
child in the place attends the church Sunday schcxile. 

The Rev. Miles Coylo U vicar of Blookloy and rural 
dewi. Curate, Rev. L, H. Coylo. Clerk, John Taylor, The 
Rev. E. F. Chamberlayne ia perpetual curate of Alton. Clerk, 
SeCh Dyde. The populatioD of Blochley has increased from 
2,136 m 1B41 to 2,587 ia 1851. At Dom, in this parish, 
many Boman and British coins have been found, and tradition 
Bays that it was once a city, or perhaps a minor Roman 
station on the road from Cirencester, ftrom whence it vas 
about a day's march. The situation of tfaa ancient streets 
has been pointed out, but those ntihtarian gentlemen, the 
rulway engineers, have cut into it, and so I found no traces 
that oonld be considered eatisbeloty. The old Fosse-way 
from Gtoocestrashire towards Warwick runs through Dom, 
but for the short distance that I was enabled to inspect it 
Uiere was noUiing to distinguish it from our modem highways. 



fninlnttii onii Sntjlwfntii. 

Sgig|pTESE parishea ate two of the isolated fragments 
X^W of the coun^ of Worcester which lie scattered 
^BSOS ahoot on its remote south-east borders. Evenload 
derives its name from the small river which rune through it. 
The " four-shire stone " stands partly in this parish, where 
four counties meet, at a spot eaid to be the dte of a battle 
between the English and Danes, in 1016, when the latter were 
defeated by Edmimd Ironside. Several camps and earth- 
works are in the adjfnning parishes. The church is on the 
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w^ Bide of Sxe Tillage, being a ehuU undent etractnie, witJi 
soma Norman details ; it bae a western tower, with fire beUs. 
The church was repewed and otherwise repaired *t on 
expense of £200 in 1837. The liting is m rectory in the 
gift rS the James Ctmily. The greater portion of the tithes 
were commnted for land nnder the Encloaore Aet of 1765, 
nnd the remainder bava been commuted (or a rent-charge 
of £Bi. 7b. The glebe comprises two hundred and aerenty 
acres, valued at £H0 per annum. Incumbent, Her. Charles 
James. Clerk, William Bryan. There is a scfaoal, with 
Gfty-fiie scholars. PopnlatiiHi of the parish m 1341, 3-25; 
in 1851, 312. The parochial charities are a payment of £2 
per annum, payable ont of a field called " lies' Ground ,■" an 
enclosure of about five acrea, awarded by the commiHnDners 
nnder the Encloeore Act ; and also the bite of the lance and 
greens in the parish, under the same act, for the benefit of 
^e poor (the proceeds to be laid ont in coal) ; also ten 
BhillingB per annum from land in Longbro*. 

Daylesfbrd is more &mous for its historical asso4^lioiis 
than for its geographical extent or importance, the whole 
parish comprising bat one estate, of less than seven hundred 
acres, uid a population of only «xty.six, which ia 1811 had 
numbered eighty-one. A few words as to the history of the 
place are necessary. In Saxon timee, King Ethdbald gave - 
land here to Begia, a servant of God, to build a monastery, 
but there is no record of it in existence, or it might have been 
destroyed by the Danish invaders. The parish of Daylesfbrd 
was 80 highly favoured by the see of Borne, that when the 
whole kingdom was under on interdict in the time of King 
John, this church enjoyed the full exercise of religions 
worship. The cause of the indulgence does not appear ; 
bnt to those who are acquainted with the history of the 
court of Borne, and know that how Uke a harpy it preyed 
on the pecuniary resources of every conntry under its sway 
(as shown and lamented by all monkish chronicleni of 
1 days), we need not rack our brains to gness a 
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motiTe. The Hutmp &mi]y, who owned the pariah tot roati? 
centniies, are Btid to btiTe been traced back to one HaBtings, 
a Dane. Of this family ytax the barana of AbergaTenny, and 
during the dme they «ere earls of Pembroke they married 
thrice into the royal &mily, and historiana say that for fire 
geoerMiona the Gtther never ww the son nor the eon the 
bther; the latter always died before the fbnner naa bom. 
In the year 1650, John HoBtiogB waa the first to introdnoe 
■aint-f<nn, or (unqnefnl, a Frendi gissa which he bronght 
into England and cnltirated at Daylealhrd. The family 
III I mil to bare bem imporeriihed by its adherence to 
Toyal^ during the dril wars, fbr it is alleged that John 
Haa^ga aptnit no leaa than fbur manora in the defence of 
Cbarie* I. D^leaford, bowerer, continued with tbem till 
1715] wb«D h waa aold to Ur. Knif^t, a merdiant. For 
upwards of •eTenQ' years it ronuned in alico hands, till 
Warreo Haatings, the celebnited Qamiior-Genentl of India, 
at the oonolwdcai of hia long and extTBordioBry career in 
that connti7, proceeded to put in exeention the dream of 
his childhood — a dream which had never IcA him — and 
after some difficulties had been overcome, obtained the estate 
in 178S. The purchase-money waa barely £11,500, with an 
annmty of £100 per year to be pud to the Mr. Knight and 
his wife who then had the eetate. The pnipanttiOQ of the 
articles of Haetinga' impeaahment and hia trial lasted from 
1766 till 179fi, and dnriag this interral he oontrired, amidst the 
overwhefamng anueties attending upoo his defence, to baild 
the pKBcnt mandou at Dayleelbrd, to lay out and plant the 
grotmds, conatmct grottoes, dig a lake, and otherwise improve 
the properQ'. This he effected at a cx>at of upwarda of 
£40,000. The verdict of the House of Lorda acquitted him 
boat the charges to etoqu«itiy, pereeveriDgly, and betionsly 
bronght againat him b; Borke, Fax, Francis, Sheridan, and 
the other movers in the prosecution, but it left him a rained 
man, wid ah^jetber d^endent npoo the bounty Of the East 
India Company. It was in Dayleafcrd that, ia compan; 
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with hia fAsdoating wife (hiB companion throagbant hu 
ebeqnered Indi&n career — the " ele^^t Mariaone " of 
^acaulaj^B Essay), ha noDght a relirement from the pec- 
plexitiea of buainesa and the penecntiaiia of hi« enemiei — 



Here he passed his last twenty-^or yean in tranquil enjoy- 
moit Macaulay gires a graphic aeeotmt of his mode of lifo 
and occupatiODB, when literatare divided his attention with his 
oonservatories and his menagerie. Like anoth^ CincinnatnE, 
he derated himself to the pnrsnita of the farmer and the 
hortienltarist^ became a breeder of cattle, a landscape gar- 
dener, an experimentalist in the natnraliHaUon of tropical 
MiimnU and plants in this country. He delighted in equeatrion 
exenuses, and traditiona are still extant in the neighbonrhood 
as to the purity of breed and eicellent qualities of his steeds. 
He died at Daylesford in IBIB, at the age of eighty-fiva. 
" Behind the chancel of the poristi church," says the befbre- 
maitioned ekiquent aathor, "in earth which already held the 
bonea of many chiefa of the house of HaslJDgs, was laid the 
coffin of the greatest man who has ever borne that ancient 
and widely extended name. On that Tory spot, probably, 
fouTHCors yeoTB before, the tittle Warren, meanly clad, and 
■cantily fed, had played with the children of plonghraen." He 
died without any snrviving isene, and the estate was left by 
him to his wife, wlia continaed to reside upon it tilt her death 
in less. It then came into the bonds of Sir Charlee Imhotf, 
Mrs. Hastings' son by her first hnsliand, by whom it was 
held Utl his death, which is a recent event Following the 
directions of Hrs. Hastings' will, the trustees brought the 
property to the hammer in 1653. The estate, including the 
nianrion and the advowsm to the parish church, were sold for 
£80,360 to Hr. Orisewood, a yoong gentleman connected with 
the London stock exchange. [It is stated in Beid's Anecdotes 
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tlut Mr. Thomsa Wuim, the goy^toar-geaaai'a ttntenul 
uncle, kept & lea-garden about eight^r jeais ago at Twyning, 
clow b; the road to Malvern.] Daylesford was alao famous 
for baTing given birth to Dr. John MarUall, Canon of Lisle, 
in Flandera, a zealous adrooate for the Soman Catholic cause 
in the time of Queen Elizabeth, aiid who dedicated to Her 
Majesty a " TreatisB OD ths Ctom," being emboldenBd thereto 
by her keeping a cmciSii in her private chapel, which he 
termed " her good affectton to it." 

Ihe oborcbnaa rebuilt in 16ie by Warren Hastings, from 
the materials of the Norman edifice whieh previously stood 
here, and <rf which only tiro of the arcbea now remain. On 
a tablet erected by him on that occasion is the following 
memorial of the event : " This chorch derives its fonndation 
from a grant of Ethelbald, King of the Mennans, who reigned 
between the yean of our Lord 716 and 7S7. Sanctified by 
the pmyers, rites, and oblations, of its euccessive parochial 
members, through a period exceeding one thousand years, 
it was rebuilt with such of the same materials as canatitated 
its primitive structure, and had escaped the mouldering hand 
of tdme with it« identity unchanged ; and the uniformity of 
its Saaon architecture, which had sufTeied some encroach- 
ments upon it from the licence of incidental reparations, 
restored; ia the year of our Lord 181S. 'For a thousand 
years in thy sight are hat as yesterday when it is past, and 
as a watch in the night' — Psalm xo, 1th verse — Bible version." 
The Saxonicity of the architecture, and the antiquity Msigned 
to the building by Mr. Haatings, would, of eonrse, through 
oar improved linowledge of the history of ardiitectnre, now 
become a mstter of doubt. On a flat stone in the chancel 
ia a brass, representing a man with short cloak, booted and 
spurred, and the motto " Frudenter magis quam feliciter" — 
more prudently than happily (he lived). Thia was William 
Gardiner, of the county of Surrey, who married into the 
Haating &uaily, and died 1633. To him the tttUowing 
Hues are ioacribed: 
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Tb; erijoy'd plsuum do but wtatf men 
What will (hr bboun da F Thli nuidt DM. toon 
To twk Kir n*t, belon m; Iga't naon. 
Bboutd snj blunc mj huts, M Uila nfficf— 
1 irent to bed tKlhDW, Ntlmcs to rlie." 

On a Tsbad tomb in the chttrchyard ie sn iDBeriptioa (now 
nearly obliterated) whidi reminds me of that extremely religious 
kdy of family rank, who once expreaeed a desire that her 
coffin might be deposited in the grave with its lid unecrewed, 
that no unpediment might exist in the tray of her inslant 
obedience to the ardtaogel's trmnp at the last day. It is 
to Simon Hastings, 1627 : 

" Don iniui*], taadar. tlut I her* do !;«, 

Vn» iniglit hsv« uuda tbJj chunb my aukopy? 

Whj 'I It 00 wonder. Should a itrong-bulU lUIrp 

Hinder mj corpi In mnuntinff lo Ut slorji, 

Mf pwtins eoiU forbkd II, and witliall' 

Charged mfl to itbDae this plac« of bnrliilL 

Tlie; mint eipect tbe tound of puilDg beU. 
Bl^itj-two jatt compWt my dsye dU BOkt 
BcAm my mothw ewtb me tujoH did lake. 
And wben bcF right In all muMnd ibe 1e*v«, 
HeBTen to the bl«t my purest eiiRb nceiie." 

The Hying is a Teetorj', and the tithes bare been conuauted 
Ibr i£ZOO, with four Herat of glebe and a neiv hoose. 
locniDbelit, Rer. T. Whiter. Clerli, John Webb. There is a 
Smiday soliool; bat the pariah, being so small, does not 
contain mx cliildren of an age to attend schools. 
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%SBIgK MiotheF of the isolated {ragments of Woroestoahire 
H X E lyiDg eaatv&rd of tbe county are the puKshee 
WtS^ and places of ShiiiBton-upan'Slonr, with Tidmuigton, 
Tredmgton, Newbold, and AldermiiiBter. Tbe first two-named 
ware formerly tovmehips or chapolriee in the parish of 
TrediDgton, but were separated by Act of Parliament (Geo. I}, 
Shipston becoming an independent incnmbenc;, to which the 
rectory of Tidminglon ia now annexed. In 1833 an act was 
also obt^ad for ^le fnrther dlTiirion of Tredingtan, by 
fonning a distinot pariah (for ecelewaaUcal purposes mly) 
of the hamlets of Newbold and Armsoott, and a new dinreh 
was soon afterwards erected for the nae of those places. 
The rectory of Shipeton with Tidmington boa a net income 
of £700. The Dean and Chapter of Worcester, and Jesus 
College, Oxford, are patrons, the former presenting to every 
third vacancy. The Dean and Ch^ter also possasa the 
manorial rights, and hold an annual court, at which a constable 
is appointed. The present rector is the Roy. W. Evans. 
Clerk, George Adams. The net income of the rectory of 
Tredington is about £550. Patrons, the Principals and Fellowa 
of Jeans Ctdlege, Oxford. Incumbent, Rev. C. H. Watling. 
Curate, Rev. Edward EUol, S.C.L. Clerk, William Lyne, Sen. 
Nawbotd is a rectory, valued at about £450. Patrons, Jesus 
College, Oxford. Inctunbeut, Rev. lUdiard Pritchard. Cleric, 
Richard Gsrdner. Alderminstfir is a lUacharged vicarage 
in the gift of the Lord Clianoellor ; tbe great tithes have 
been commotM for £IGS. 4b,, and those of the incumbent 
for £160. ISs ; the glebe con^rises twenty acres in the parish, 
and three-and-a-half in Bengeworth. lacambent. Rev. M. 
Ci Thompson. Clerk, James Smith. The populations of the 
re^eotive plaoea ai« aa follows : 
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A aehool was gome yean ago mdowed b; Mr. Tbomas Eden 
with £12 a fear, which benc&otkm is still admioiBtered at 
Newbald; and Mr. John Joidan, in 1890, beqnaathed £50 
a year to found a day adutti in tba hamlet of Armacott, to 
teach poor children from the whole of the pwiah of Tiedington. 
Thi» beqneet now maintahui a we«Uy echool at each of the 
bamleta — Tiedington, tvrelre hoya and two giria; Blacbwell, 
rixtem boys and sxteea girh ; Darlingaeott, nine boya and 
nx girla. There ii a Sunday school at Tredington, sopporltid 
by tha rector and the Rer. W. Hopkins ; hut thoae who are 
able to afford asustance in this parish, I am told, are Tciy 
apathetic in the eaose of edneation. Shipeton is an aaraent 
little town situate on the bank* of the Stoor, in a beaatifully 
nndolated conntry, and is aud to hare derired its name 
frran the immense nnmbeis of sheep formerly prodoced here, 
and sold at its &irB and markets. The greea hiUa and 
fertile dales saitounding the town still feed many sheep and 
eattie. The (own is about two miles from the Stratford and 
Horetou tram-iailway, to which a branch was opened in 1136. 
With this Tcry slight ezceptioa the unfortonate hCtle place 
seems (now that ateam is working so great a revolution in 
onr social Byetam) almost cut off from the modem world, 
and its trade ia consequently dwindling. The lachrymose 
elerk of the cbnrch, in bewailing thia condition of things, 
asanred me that he could " do no end of work at hii trade 
if the railway would only come there." There is a mediseral 
air about its little irregular streets, and pictureeque hms, and 
that central nncleus of houses which I suppose mnet be 
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dignified by tlie name of a gqnaiQ (tboDgh I doubt much 
whether ita predse shape mnld be described by an; malfae- 
maticat defioitioD), which, taken in connection with tite 
anraent foss-way that mm in ttie nrighbonrhood, Uada one's 
thonghta irvesiatibl; to the pas% and to the eoDcltuioQ that 
thia is by DO meang a " go-ahead " town. NeverthelesB it it 
the roetropotis of the poor-law onion to which it gives a 
name, is the place of tilting for ■ pet^ aeational diTision, 
has a poat-offlce, serenil banks, a iibraiy and reading-TooiD, 
a free school, ebapels Ibr Baptists, Quakers, Wesleyans, and 
<1 believe) Roman Catholics; and, lastly, we come to the 
ehnrch. This edifice twing inoommodioDi, and much too 
small for the reqiuremenls of tiie population, it is pnipoaed 
to erect a new one (pieaerving the tower), and a handsome 
snbMription has been raised for the pnrpose, the Worcester 
DioMBSn Church Building Society granting £450 towards the 
purpose; the new stroctim to be on the site of the old one. 
The present building oonsiMs of a large chancel, nave with 
north aisle, and tower at west end, containing six bells. The 
style is chiefly Ferpendicalar, with many SDbaeqnent slteralians ; 
for instance, in the sonth wall are some tall, semi-circular 
headed windows, which admit an enormoos quaoUty of light, 
to modify which some blinds have been put up, and these, 
having apparently never gime tinvngh the ablutions of the 
wash-tub, now present a series of maps of Itrra meognita 
and laodtoapes of fmlastie outline, that perhaps may some 
day stir np the imaginatirai of a sucking Columbus to follow 
" Tb£ bQaven-dltvelAd prow 
Of uTlgUlan bold, that ftarlw bnna 
Tba bninlDK line or dam the wlslrr pola.' 
These windows have also iron frame-work. The aisle (the 
east wall of which is flush with the east wall of Qie chancel, 
that end presenting two irregular gables) is divided from 
the nave by six plain ardies, and is occupied by a gallery 
which, <m aoDMint of the low roof and the high pews below, 
•EBisely admits a tall penm to walk braeath it. This gallery 
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nnu the whole length of (he able and the weat end of the 

nave, the l&Uer portion being occupied bf a snuUl orgui, 
over which some Uuttfvl huid baa placed a plaster bnat of 
a hen) unknowa to me— onleee (judging from the colour) it 
be the hueband of the poor Bmotbered DesdemoDa, who laoka 
down with a Idnd of fidgett; eipiHHion at the danger of the 
eleration to which he has been rsised. The organ wag olent 
on the da; of ray tiuI, and I aftenrards nadentood that the 
lady oigMiiat had " gone off ibr tbe bolidaya." A flute, 
therefore, was brOQght into reqni^tion, to which the cboir 
aang tolerably well, only wanting a little ttaluing in part 
Knging. 

Egotum and petty ranity are conEpieuoua on the walls M 
the chnreh. In lai^ letten at the western and it is announced 
that in 1826 and thiee ancceeding years a new d>urchyard 
wall was buih, iron gates and railing^ pat np, and the church 
whitewashed ; the names of the cburchwardeiu tor each year 
being ^Ten so as to lead at onoe to the conclusion that the 
perpetuation of their names, rather than the record of tbege 
trifliug repairs, was the object of the inscription. So likewise 
on the tables of eharities, whoever had presented a pulpit- 
cloth, or fumitnre ttft the communion table, or repairsd the 
&ont of the gallery, or some o^ier little matlw, was posted 
up for the admiring ey«B of after generatiotlB. If this is not 
purchasing fame and immortality at a cheap rate, I at least 
know of no easier method. It is recorded of one of these 
benefactors that he repaired the pavement in the churchyard ; 
bnt if this is ihe some pavement over which I walked, the 
liberal impraver must have carried out his benevoleot de«gn 
by piously abetraoUng the grave-stones of his neighhoors. 
John Pittway, iroumonger, in 1706, bequeathed lands and 
tenements, out of which £4 a year was to be paid to the 
minbter to teach six poor boys to "write a legible hand, 
and say tlie chureh catechigm, with the expontion thereof, 
without book, and to learn two or three rales in arithmetic ;" 
UliewisB he left pniviuon for hooks and clothing for the said 
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boys and for iqipreDtiuiig ttaem, aa abo for bread to tbe 
poor, &a. George Mushall, timber merchant, of London, 
in 1747, left £1,000, Uie intoroit of vhich, after tbe death 
of hia Dephew and niaee, was to found k Free school Itv boys 
Htid girls. Tbe Rev. Thomas Jones, in 1789, aapnented the 
salary of tbe schoolmaBtar, mt that tbe aoited beqneets of 
these geatlHDCD formed a respectable endowment for a ooontry 
school. I have endearoured to asoertain the present coni^tioa 
of this school, hnt, nnlike his brethren ia other parishes to 
whom I have applied, tbe incnmbent rafoses to aflbrd informa- 
tion on this or any other point eomieeted with the chnrch or 
the parish ; and &om another sonrce I learn tiiere is now no 
free Bcbool at Shipeton, but what has become of tbe fonds 
" nobod/ knows and nobody e&res." 

Among the otlier memorials here are — that of Thomas 
Hodghi, who left £100 in aid of the local charities ; lUchard 
Bolton, who was clerk of the parish for npwards of half a 
centnry, and who died in 1810, sged eighty-eigbt ; John Harl^ 
" a conudetable improver and promoter of manabotiireB in 
this bis native town, who in tbe year 1739 won the office of 
high sherifT of the eonuty ; died in 1747." The foUowhig 
inscripdon is a specimen of the eanons ooneuls of file se*en- 
teenth oeotiuy: 

(To OutldmoD Ilycku — 16tl£) 



In the cliurchyard are the following: 

" DHtb lopt ma of, and lalda me taepe to alHpe 
H; 'iol'i lun'd id lb- Mund of them tbit weei 
Yett God, 1 truvt» «UI gtVLt mj »ui'e d«i». 
To Hug B put fD Bli moil bayaij qulrd." 
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Oh ttaan these bods which did k> mrlj bhut, 

I find that in ancient Umea Stiipalon belonged to the priory 
of Woroealer; and tlie prior uid eonrenl, oa well ut the 
paiBon, taxed thia place pretty smartly. At the death of 
evra? tenatit the fotnier had the be«t beast and the paraoD 
the aeomid beet, bo that death was a double miafbrtniie to the 
nitvil'on. Besides paying th«r rents, they had to plough 
and BDV the prior's land for twenty days, to mow four daya, 
to winnow fbnr days, and carry the com from the manor to 
WethingtoQ; and for every beast they sold they paid one 
peaay (equal to half-a-crown of present money). It seems 
the prior, too, was a milicr uid ntalt-grinder ; the tenant 
pud a penny for every qusiter of malt ground at the prior's 
mill Every new prior exacted a fine called Sadul-^reri 
and at his yeariy court at Blackwell, all above twelve years 
of age pud one penny, called head-ulver. 

TredingtoD church nest claims our attention. This is a 
floe old Btmotnre, bespeaking its former importance as the 
mother ohnrch of many iorraonding ph«es. The ttiteusive 
ehurohyard, closely packed with graves and memorialB of 
death, also attests the same fact The village itself looks at 
once exceedingly rural and mediteval, consisting chiefly of 
small irregular stone bouses. It has an open space with a large 
tree, the shade of which is a rallying point for the youthAil 
rustics, and near at band is a publie-house bearing the curious 
sign of " The Bear and Bscchus," which a &cetious friend 
of mine (a vile punster) says must have been a corruption 
ot " beer and backy-boase." Not far from thence is fixed 
a new pair of stoclu and whipping-post, as thongh to remind 
the rustics how to temper thnr festivitiee with discretion. The 
old TBClory here, which was supposed to have been the 
relic of an anient religions estabUshment, or episcopal palace, 
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bis been taken down iind nsbailt. On deacendiog the steps 
leading into the church, the vi^tOF is bt oaoe struck with 
the mSigDitiide and tine proportions of the buildings and the 
air of «intic[aity by which it is charwrterised. Two rows 
of Norman pillars, supporting pointed arches, separate the 
ualea from the nave, and in the lofty walls above are clerealorj 
liglits. At the west end is a fine pointed arch, Dnfortimatel? 
blocked up, and the chancel arch is pointed. A new window 
is projected for the chancel: it is to consist of five lights, 
the stained glasa in which will represent ten parables of 
Christ, && The tracery is DeeorstiTe, rich and beautiful, 
tiie dedgn and execution of the stonework being enlnisted 
to Mr. E. Gibbs, architect, of Stratfbrd, and will be in con- 
fbrmity with the general character of the bnilding, Mr. 
Holland, of Warwick, who executed the stained windows in 
Leamington pariah ehuroh, is the artist ; and the Rev. WUiam 
Hopkins, son of the late rector of Tredington, is the munificent 
patron in both instaaeee. When this work is completed, and 
the weat end of the nave thrown open, few chnrchsfi in the 
diocese will be eomparalde with it for sizo and grandeur of 
prop<ntioD. The rood-screen remuns, as likewise the doorway 
which once led to the loft ; and the seats and pulpit are good 
q>ecimens of PetpendionUr carving, apparently as old as the 
later portions of the idiarch ilselt At the west eod is an 
octagonal font, nused on two steps, with a wooden coTeiing 
in the ihape of a crown ; and here also is an immense low 
galler;, spreading the width of nave and aisles. In the sontfa 
aisle is a trefoliated piscina, with ogee top ; and in the north, 
a aquare aumbrie, with wooden shelf. The n>ofb of nave and 
MSlee are flat, open-timber'd, and the wall-pieces which sapport 
the roof rest on grotesque carved heads, chiefly of animals 
rcaembUng beam. The walla of the ehnreb, I am told, wer^ 
prior to 1641, covered with rude designs from Old Testament 
history and Bomish saints and l^ends, but in that year they 
were entiiely scraped and retinted. I hope, for the sake of 
art and antiquity, that fait drawings were taken. North 
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of the chancel ia a Testry. There are entiBiice« to the 
churcU both frcm the north and south : the fbrnier baa a 
large stone porch, with handHome arch, having square four- 
teaved Oonrere in a diallow cavetto or hollow moulding; its 
Bide-lighia are Perpendicnlar, and over the front arcbway is 
a canopied Diche, containing the remains pf a Sgnre whoaa 
partial destruction aeenu to have heen occaaioned more hy 
expoeure to the weather than ao; other caiue. On tJie south 
side, (he doorway is Late Normiui ; its sbafis are gone, but 
a good spednien of the chevron toay be seen in the arch, 
each chevron enolosiog a cinquefailed ornament. The tower, 
which is at the west end, is lofly, and of three stages, with 
handeome parapet, pierced with quatrefbils ; it is of Perpen- 
dicular w<n;l[, with diagonal buttresses; and is eurmonnted 
by a huidsome oct^onal qiire, with ribbed angles. The bells 
are chiefly of the early part of the seventBeoth century, and 
have Iba names of George Purdye and Mattbev Bayty as 
makers, besides the churchwardens ; on one of them is 
" Drawe neare to God," and on another " Gloria Deo in 
excelmai Jean be our speed." In the cbancel are two 
remariiable flat stones, bearing tntces and remuns of brass 
figures and Latin legends in old church text : one is of Richard 
Caeay, rector between 1363 and 1127; the other of Huiry 
Sampson, 148S; and there are other tablets and slabs to 
sabeequeDt rectors, chiefly of the Hyde Parker &mily, who still 
have estates in Tredington and Newbold, but do not reside there. 
In the south aisle, on the floor, ia a large atone, with indsed 
outline of a cross, the limbs of which are trefoliated ; it is 
elevated on four gradatirais, and Ihe ontUnee of a dudice and 
book denote a piicet; there ia do aeeompanyiog ioscriptioo. 
Here also I noticed an old lectern, and, still attached to i^ Uie 
chain which, two or three centuries ago, when hterature was 
mora valuable than at present, held firm from aacrilegians 
hands some precious volome — probably the identical work 
of Biahop Jewel, which still moulders there. Two or three 
^prions inscriptions in the yard only remain to be noted. 
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0ns of these puses bo eqnirocsl oampliment on the doparted, 
bf aUnding to " bis ^irit iiniiinf to ita rest." The second 
is m ibllovB, on Maiy HaU, 1682: 



Thai not ■ dBjc to ba wu g 
Bub 9h9e Kdvmnead a itop toil 
WtalUur >h« noir li fled lo I 
PulOu « ft btoM MwiUtT." 



The third (on Lavnnds Smith, 1680) is far less fUttering: 



<!Dltilitrrntti. 



[ The fbUowbg Kcount wu fornlabad b; b mliwd Mend,] 
%I8^HIS parish conaialfl of a hog narrow strip of land, 
n ^ n ^itei"^8 from Beole; in an easleriy diieelian, and 
WiSfu running a considerable distance into the cdud^ of 
Warwick. The church Is situate near the eastern extremity 
of the pariah, about two miles from Henley-in-Arden, on the 
border of Barrels Pork, the property of Stephen Knight, Esq., 
to whom most of the land in the parish belongs. In eon- 
sequence of some unhappy &mily ciniamstancee the mansion 
and grounds have be«ai sofTeFed to fall into a state of min. 
Some of the doorways are briekad up, and those that remain, 
as aba the window-fiamee, shutters, &e., axe rotting and 
falling to pieeea. The trees and shrahs, which must have 
been the ornament and pride of the pictUTSsque and once 
beantiful lawn and pleaanre grounds, are running wild, and 
the whole presents an appearance of a place that no one owns — 
an illnstiation of the consequences of " a house divided against 
iteeli:" 
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The church eaimot hqr claim to an; oniunenUl oT^partieuUr 
H^le of architecture. The walls appear to ba old, are built of 
Btcoie, and SDpported bj stone bottreeees; tiie roof is of a 
modem date, covered with commoQ tiles ; the lower part of 
the tower appe&ra to be of the same date with tbe walls of the 
clinrcb, aod is ver<p maa^TS ; but tlie upper part, or bell 
tower, is of latb and plssler only, and cannot be bat of very 
diort duration. The windows are of various styles, sizes, and 
fashions, including the Norman arch, the pointed arch, the 
loophole, and the modem cottage casement — about an equal 
proportion of each make up tbe total. The structure is of 
email size, bnt very much more tban ample for all the 
inbabitoDta of tbe parish, althongh eighty or a hondred persona 
would fill it oompletaly. The population, which amounted to 
but siity-three in IB41, had dwindled to fifty-six in 1951, and 
is now much less, being no increase whatever unce the time 
of Elizabeth, when there were ten families here, although in 
1776 there were twenty-seven families. The interior of the 
ehnrch is very neatly kept. In the east window the arms of 
the Abbot of Eveehajn still remain, painted on a small pane 
of glass. In tho troat of the little gallery in the obnrch ia 
what is called a " table of gifCa," on which ia inscribed the 
bequeelfl of some lands, &c, for the poor of the parish of 
"Oldborongh." It generally happen* with these bequeets that 
the applicants are &r too numerous for the gifts: at this 
place, however, the reverse is the case — the difficulty is in 
finding proper reoipienta for the gifts. The font ia of andent 
dat«, hot bears no marks of recent uiage. At the west end 
id tJie church is a small galleiy tor the accommodation of the 
bnnera' servants. I attended this chardi in the morning of 
Trinity Smiday, on wMch occasion the service was very 
effectively performed by the rector, the Rev. S. D, PeehalL 
The worthy clerk appears to ditTer occasionally in his reading 
from the translators of the authorised version of the Psalms, 
pariiaps from the praiseworthy object of adapting the imagery 
to the comprehensive capacity of his heareis ; for instance : in 



■ ,Co(v^[c 



the sixte^fli ytne ot the 107lli Psftlm, which in the Frnjier- 
book BtBDda thnB — " For he h^h brokea the gates of bram, 
and smitten the ban of iron in Bonder," the clerk Toiderad 
U — " For he hath broke the galea all of bnaa, and emit Qie 
iron bMS in snndrj pieces." The clerk's is certainly the more 
GomprelmiBive and emphaldc tranalation. Again, in the Utter 
part of the nghteenth verBe, which Btaodi thna — "And the; 
were even hard at death's ioar," the clerk rendered — " And 
thej were even hard ' op ' at death's door." 

The GODgregBldon eonuatad of Mghteen persona, which 
included the rector, the clerk, the writer of this chapter, 
and a swallow, which latter came in at the commencement 
and renlBuied daring the whole of the eervice, its cheerful 
twitter (brmiug the only muMcal part of the sarviBeB. 
The sermon was very appropriate for ihe day, upon the 
subject of the Trinity ; although it stmek me tliat the 
aiguntent, leamiog, and etoqaeuce, dis[Jayed therein, would 
have been bettM underatood and appreciated at OzGird or 
Cambridge than at Oldberrow. Th« Email atteudance at 
church (wfaicb, however, formed one-third of the whole 
population) did not admit of the realisation of Goldsmith's 
descripUon of the village pastor: 



For although, on leaving church, the greeting Iwtween the 
I«ctor and his little floclt appeared as cardial as conid be 
deaired, there were no "honest rusticB" to Burrouod him, 
not a single labourer's cottage exiating id the pariab; uor 
were there any children to " phick his gown with endearing 
wile;" for ou iiic[uiring of the rector'a lady where the 
Sunday school was, I was met by the reply, " Where 
are the acholarat This is the only child in the parish," 
pointing with all a mother's pride and hope to her own fine 
little iMy. There ore only seyea houses in the parish, 
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namalj, nx bxtn hoiuaa and the redory. There vent 
ierenl cottigea «ome fevr jeus ^ee, but they were directed 
to be polled down by the proprietor — the Bune baleful 
hifluenee which hu Imd anch a diBaatrous effect upon Barrels 
House and groiiodB hoii eilermiuated the cottages. The 
" surplice feea " luTa in eleven geare amounted to otu thtilins 
oiUyl vhich was for the pnblicaUon of banna. Oat interment 
has taken place within that time, but from special cause no 
fees were recuT^lo for it. Thns nothing of life or death 
indicates an; change in this sequestered spot The pariah 
has rejoiced in a varie^ of names — OMbenow, Oldboroogh, 
Owlborongh, and Oleberge — the first is supposed to have 
been derived from an ancjent tomulua here, and some hare 
coQJeelnTed that it was called Owlborongh from the nnmber 
of owla found in the parish; and it is known that in the 
reign of Edward III a femil; named Owleborough resided 
here, whose arms were three owls, as painted on the chancd 
windows. In Domesdaf it was called Oteberge, and belonged 
then to the Abbey of Evesham. There were at that time 
twelve acres of ground, and two countxymen that were 
swineherds, and one lewe of wood ; it was worth five shiUings. 
From hence we may conjecture that great part of the parish 
was untilled. As the church of Evesham had then no 
ploughed ground, and only twelve acres of meadow of pasture 
(that sort of land b^g generally counted by acres), probably 
there was a great deal of oak, or beei^, which famished 
food for a nnmber of awine. The advowsou was purobased 
by an ancestor of the present incumbent in 1761. It is a 
^scharged rectoij'. The tithes were commuted for SSOS, 
and the glebe comprises twelve acres. The Rev. S. D. Peshall 
is patron and incumbent. Clerk, John Hollis. 
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SBBPjO fortber proof is aeceBsaiy of the ancient inipartaiice 
jB^^H of tliis town than the fact, that it fonncrly gave the 
KlSdi name to an exIenBive forest, the baunils of which are 
described aa commencing " at the fore-gate of Worcester, 
thence along the higbwaj' to Droitwich (or Wyche, as it vaa 
then called) through Ruahock (o the Stoor, and then to a 
water called Salewarp, next to the Arrow, down that water 
to Bordesley, and eo to Avon, and from thence to Evesham 
and Spetchley, terminating at the Southburie (Sidbmy) gate 
of Worcester." A great portion of this forest had probably 
existed from the earliest times, but Henry II completed what 
nature had left undone, and regardless of tbe tnghts of the 
manorial lords and of many hundreds of " the baser sort," 
who were dependent on the tJUing of the land, ousted them 
from their occupation, and greatly enlarged the borders of 
the forest. This eitensive district was not completely disaf- 
foreeled till the fifth year of Charles I — a consummation, 
no doubt, bdlitaled by the extensive use of wood in the 
Droitwich salt-works, and at length the in&odnction of ooal 
rendering the cultivation of such estenove woods no longer 
necessary. A cnrions chapter in tbe history of our coantry 
might be written about these same woods and forests, and 
the operation of the sanguinary laws by wbiob tbe Norman 
despots maintained their rude sports at the expense of the 
lives and liberties of disheartened Saxons. The old Saxon 
Chronicle informs us that " William the Conqueror made 
large forests, and whoever killed a hart or a hind vras to be 
blinded. He forbad killing the deer and the boats, and he 
loved the tall stags as if he were their father." Even the 
elergj-, all powerfij as they were in most matters, were 
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obliged to look Bfaupt; after tbdr tighls when Ihey cama 
jDta ooUision with tbe royal prerogative of tbe chaac It 
Beams tiiat the bialiopa of Worcester, wbo had 1uii)b in 
Faokenbam forest, aad certain privileges to take and carry 
away oot of tfaeir own woods, were freqaently disturbed in 
their rights; bat generally the mitre prevailed against the 
crown, as must always be the case when the former ia backed 
by inilnences deriving their force and efficacy from con- 
aideratioDS relating to another world. Heory, soa of King 
Joba, granted to the prior and convent of Worcester (where 
the body of his htber lay, safely guarded between two saints, 
and a mook's twwl on bis head) that they skoold keep tbe 
s^d woods and enjoy their privD^es, provided tbe foresters 
appointed by tbe prior and monki took an oath to the king 
not to destroy his gune. In June, 1408, King Henry IV 
granted Bishop Peveroll licence to cut down and sell ont 
of Ms own woods, within his forest of Feckenham, as many 
oaks as would amonnt to two hundred marks, to enable 
him to repur tbe manor-housea of his bisboprick, which ha 
found in many places ruinoue. " On tJie eve of Lady-day, 
1289-90 (says Dr. Thomas, in bis "Account of the Biahops 
of Worcester"), there was a court held by the kiog at 
Feckenham, and mquiry made thronghont the whole oonuty 
who had transgressed in banting in that forest, and many 
were imprisoned, and otliers that were indicted for the 
some found six aoretiee for th«r appearance before the 
lung at Wodestoke, on the nones of April, to hear hia 
sentence of mercy or judgment ; and becanae there was no 
other equity hut the king'a will, tbe bishop's redempttoa 
was taxed at five hundred marks, and the prior's at two 
hundred," About the twenty-seventh year of Edward I, 
Richard Fontfrait lay unprisoned above three years in 
Worcester gaol for fishing in die king's pond at Fecken- 
ham, and was fined 20a. (worth as many pounds of the 
present coin^e)! The last-mentioned king, who frequently 
Tiotad tbe tomb of St. Wulstaa at Worcester, on one of 
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these occaaions' slept at Feckeohuii on bis retnm. The 
lordB luid jnatices of all th« king's foresla on this side 
Trent held their court at Feckenham, either in persm 
or by depntf, to determine causes concenling the brea<di 
of the' forest laws. Tbej liad also a prison here, and no 
doubt hard by a gallons — ao instmment as nscesMt; to 
the support of the feudal systeni as lemon and spirits are 
in the nunu&ctnre of punch. It is recorded that in Maj, 
1300, Hugh le Despenser, then chief justice of the foFSBl 
(afterwoi'^ the &fourite and prindpal miniater of Edward II], 
attended by all the foreetera of Feckenham, held bia court at 
the hospital of St. WulBtBC, in Worcester (now called " The 
Connnondery," in Sidbury); bat the reason for this cbwuge 
of the seat of forest justice is not specified: it was probably 
merely a temporary arTBngement. The prieOD at Feckenham 
stood on a fonr-acre piece of ground near the ohuroh. It 
bod a strong ditch round it^ and on the north ^de was the 
dungeon. In the reign of Charles II the ground was planted 
with lobMco, whidi grew rery weU till the " wicked weed " 
was prohibited by letters from the Lords of tho Council in 
1662, which commanded that "all tobacco planted within the 
county of Worcester shall be speedily destroyed by aider of 
tbe sheriff aud justices of the peace,^* to whom the sud letters 
were directed. The ditch ronnd this ground is still plainly 
peroepUble, and other memorials of the forest are likewise 
in existence in various parts of the parish, such as " the 
forest &rm" and the "forestlaae" — the latter aCtording 
evident proofe of antiquity, and recalling vividly to one'a 
&ncy the soond of the forester's born, the sight of boars' 
heads and venison, and long and narrow vistas cnt through 
that "bonndleaa contiguity of abode" which is so lefreeluDg, 
even to think of, during the heat of the dog days. 

In this forest was bom, of humble parents, the celebrated 
John de Feckenham (his real name van Howman — a name 
still prevalent in tbis nwgfabourhood), who was afterwards 
the last abbot of Weetmlnsler. It is Bud the parish priest 
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fint dieeovered hia ubilitieB, iiistiii«ta4 him, and obtuned for 
him admiBBion to Oxford Univeni^. Hs beealiM moccsBiTet; 
chaplun to Dr. BeU, Biahop of Worcester, to BoDtiMr, snd to 
(bMBD Haiy ; he was Picbraidary and Dean of St. Paul's, 
and had a rectory beaidea. He was made abbot of Weat* 
miDBter Abbey m the r^gn of Qneen Mary, and wm the 
laBt mitoed abbot that sat in the House of Peen. Allbou^ 
a staunch Painst, he waa remarkable for learning, piety, charity, 
and hnmili^, and Qneen ElizabeUi would have elevated 
him to the arehiepiaoapal chur of Canterbary had he not 
dedined to conform to her Proteetant ■Heendaoey. Hia stroDg 
oppositioD to the Belbnnation occauooed his bdng BRit to 
the Tower, from whence he was ooeaBonally " borrowed " 
to take part in diBputalions, on one of which oeoasioiui he 
waa opposed by die cdebrated Bishop Hooper in a oonfereuoe 
at Persfaore. He was removed from one confinement to 
another (thongh he seema to have been treated with lenient^, 
eomndeiing the temper of the age}, and died at Wisbeach 
. Chatle in 1586. I( is pleaauX (aaya a lecrait writer) amid 
the troobled reoords c^ thoaa times to meet with something 
treditaUe to onr conunon nature. Thns, if Banner kept alive 
the flames of peraecntion, good old Feckraiham — as hearty a 
Papist as any of them — scattered Uie faggota, and saved the 
eoudemned whenever it was in his power to do so. The 
thorough goodness of the old dean's heart ia exemplified by 
another tnut As he waa planting the ebn trees which now 
weave Ihur leafy honotm in the Dean's Yard, WEstminster, 
some Mie told him that be was doiog a fbol'a work, and 
making a pleasant place for heretical sncoeesois. " What 
then," eaid the good old man, " they who come after me 
may be pions men, who will love the Bhade cast by my elniB, 
and who will thank me for it." He was right : the Feolienluua 
elms still stand to win the gratitade of those who think of 
the gentle spirit thai preaided at their planting. 
Having renqotnlaled the ancient celebrities of the town 
mi, let OS now descend to more modem limes, 
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and fake a bird's e;e view of this mterestiiig neigbboorhood 
M it is at present. On ■urmoiintiiig the eminsnce which 
OTerlookB the village, the prindpal street is in aa Btraight a 
line before yon as an/ old lUimaD road could be, sweeping 
down SDd oaward till loit behind the foUage of the trees 
vhich are intermingled on either Bide with the houses- 
There are Bome ancient inns here, bat nothing remarkable 
to an antiquity hunter. The chorch is situate in a street 
which diverges from the principal one, near an open place 
or square, where I should aoppose many a bear has been 
baited and many a cock's eye knocked out The pariah 
(which has a population of 3,254, being an increase of 454 
nnce 1841) is chiefly supported ^y the needle and fish-hook 
trades, the principal manufacturers being Meears. T. and J. 
Webb, and MesBrs. J. English and Son ; and at Astwood 
(or at Astwood Bank as it ia generoUy called, a popolons 
hamlet, though thare is no mention of the word " Bank " 
in any of the old title deeds of property in this locality), 
Mr. Jsmes Smith, Messrs. Joseph Morris and Son, Mr. 
James Hemming, Mr. Jason Hill, and Messrs. Thomas 
Hawthorn and Son. 

The church is large enoagh to accommodate five ae wk 
hundred persons, having a cbaneel, nave, north usle, and 
tower at west end. There are also galleries on the north 
and vest (ddes, the latter containing an organ, which, thoogh 
at old as the year 1789, is yet capable of efBcient service. 
The geoenl view of the church reminded me of an old 
pensioner, with one arm, wooden teg, glass eye, and other 
fractures very badly repured. The east end is piinapallj' 
tranffltion to Early English work, but the edifice appears to 
have been nearly rebuilt in the Perpendicolar period, and 
again repaired in some modem da^ the date of which I 
was not anxious to know, for a more glaring deformi^ cannot 
be conceived than that which the " beantifler " of those days 
caused to be perpetrated on this good old Golhie boikling. 
The south wall was rebuilt, and adorned with immense semi- 
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circnlar-liMded windom, reaching almoM from Iba roof to 
the ground; the entcanee door waa of the same Benu-QTednD 
character, having tiro circular pillars for BopportiDg a pedi- 
m«Lt ; and an extraordinary piece of work inserted in the 
weet wall of the tower was evidentlj by the Bame " jodiciouB" 
hand. The chancel arch is pointed, its impagtB brang bracketed 
off into the viall, and bar pointed arches on traneition pillars 
separate the tiM» from Uie nave. The roof is flat, and 
whitewash triamphant This is one of the worM acts of 
barbarism apparent here, the ceiling haviiig been nnderdravu 
ndier to hide the timbers of the high pilled roof or to 
make the dmrch warmer. Thus the height of the interior 
WIS greatl]' diminisbed, the pleaaing effect produced bj the 
repetition of heam after beam in long tiala deUfoyed, the 
eye diatreased by the glare of the white, sqaare, flat, and 
kiw cfflling, and the Gothic aapiiing character of Ute interior 
com[detely dignified. In consequence of the introdactioQ 
of this ceiling, another barbarism naturally reaulted. The 
east window woe too high tor the cfflling, so the tracery in 
the bead was plastered Dp. Perhaps the onuunentation needed 
repairs, so thia waa the cheapest way of getting over a couple 
of difiicnltiee. The north door had not escaped a mmilar 
bie, being btioked np, and the walls generally were 
prtftped by buttresses describing various shapes of triangles. 
One side of the roof is leaded, and ike other tiled. The 
tower is of rubble, faced and bonded with ashlar; it has a 
hattlemented lop, with pinoactea indented on each face, and 
diagonal buttreeseB. The end of the chancel near the com- 
munion table was blocked np on one side by a dirty gallery 
for school children, and on the otiier by a monument with 
marble figures, so that there could scarcely be room for the 
proper peribrmance of the dnties at the altar. I am glad 
to state that sinee the above was written, Mr. E. V. Neale, 
tbe inf impropriator, gave orders for the rebuilding of Aie 
ebauoel, which, in addition to the disGgnrement it had recMved 
from ignorance, parsimony, oi pzide, was in a dilapidated 
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and most duigerooB eoniUtioD. The wall» &re of great thiok- 
neas, bat they bulged out threateninglf in viiriaUB placee, 
sod though, peih&ps, toleraUy safe, produced a feeling of 
inBecDrity vhich was very dinagreoable. The architect entmated 
with the iTork was Mr. Bntterfield, whose eminence in his 
profesalon vas a snffldent gaaiaotee tot th« doe obBervaoee of 
the reqnirenieDts of the pecnliar style of the stractnre. Such 
of the features of the ohancel as belonged to ilB origiual 
omoeptioD hare been carefully copied in tbe new work, and 
particulariy some charaeteriatie laacat windows. The roof 
ii DOW open, with &amed principala, Uie Umberg b«ng dreaied, 
stained, and Tamiahed. This gives room for an east window 
of tbe full pioportionate dimimaiong. About one-half of the 
chanod contuns oaken benches, the other half is Icept clear 
ot seals to make room for tbe communion table and a proper 
appcoMh U> the altar cute. The floor of the chancel is 
paved with enoaoEtie tike, intenpened witii Ytolmhire stone, 
the whole forming an elabomte and beautiful dengn. The 
oommunion table and rails are oaken and mttaire, the latter 
panelled and perforated. There are ux belk, one of which 
immortalises a pieije of parochial thrift in the castiDg of six 
bells out of five, thna: 

" Jdl Hflmmlng and Bdward Get^ej did contrlvA 
To hHTV ill balli when then wb but Bw. — 1770." 
Among the monuments is a tomb on the south of the oom- 
mnoion table, with alabaater figures of a knight and his lady. 
Tbe knight is in armour, except his head and hands, and on 
one of the gidee of the tomb are represented three danghtecs 
and a sleeping in&nt, the whole being cniious and interesting 
on aoconnt of the examples of ooetume — date 1601. Nash 
gives the fbllowing inscription; but as tbe tomb unce his 
time has been removed from the m}rth side of the church, 
and much mutilated, I did not perceive the whole of it: 
"Sir Martin Cnlpeper and his wife Joyce; he died 1604, 
aged 2G. The lady Joyce, in memory of his virtue, and in 
perpetual testimony of his love, erected this monument. 
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" Wasp. lAaHM'Er lb!> tomb doth (w, 

IJnleH mora hud tliu itona Ihon be, 

For viidom la wall knlglithixid'l flower 

Cropt of In BO antlmelj bour- 

Sah^OD, mMkuBBi, fsltbfuj lOTfl, 

-Which uf b«n may hO; move. 

That wont Uiad In Sir Hanin'i braat 

Dad In hli death, with him do mt. 

Wa«p thou. whoaV tlili lonb doth ase, 

Unlaa more hard than itone tfaon ba." 

After notidng the existanoe of a font at thia ehnrch, which 

in shape bore a strong iikeoeas to th« old alone balustradee 

of WoTMeter bridge, I took note of the yery Dmnerons aharitjce 

which are recorded on the walla, bnt have not space to detail 

them. One of the benebctiona, however, attracted my notice, 

■s having heea left by » blackBOUlb. There is likewise the 

fbHowiug : " Henry Neal, Eaq., the worthy patron of this 

chorol], by giving £6, procured a libiary &om a soinety in 

London for ye ose of ye vicais his mcceason. He ako 

obtained £400 of ye pious beoefaotion of bis uncle, and £200 

Queen Ann's bonn^, for Bngmentatioa of ye vicarago for 

ever." John Egiock, Esq., gave a aitver bowl and cover, 

price £4. Sir Thomas Cookea, Bart, endowed a school with 

£oO a year, from lands at Feckenham Pools, to okithe and 

edocate twelve boys. Tliis mnniiioeDt baronet was founder 

of Worcester CoU^e, Oxford, and directed this to be Uie 

aaeond school from whmee the scbolan of the sud college 

abould be choseo, Bromsgrove bang the fint. His Majee^ 

Charles I gave to this free school £6. ISs. Id., payable out 

of the foreet lands ; and Arthur Bagahaw Gs. 8d. to ditto. 

The school is still in exisleuoe, bat no acholara go to college 

therefrom, and the truatees aj there is no mention of 

Worcester College in thur deeds. The other t»eneAwtiaus 

(or as many of them aa remun) have been amalgamated, and 

are given away in bread eveiy other Sunday, except Hunt's 

obarity, which is distributed in beef and bread on Chiistmaa 

eve, aa desired. Some diaaatiafaction exists among the people 

of the town as to the kws of certain funds belonging to an 
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alnuhoDse, from which coal was mii to be fivmerly dbtri- 
buted to the poor ; but one of the chorabvardeiu usnrei me 
that he is oot aware of an; almahoiue funds ; that the building 
has beoD always repured out of the poor-rate ; but that some 
coal was distributed to the poor in the almshouse and others, 
by enbscriptioD, after the encloanre of the commons in 1816, 
which deprived the poor of fuel from the moors. I was alao 
informed that the chorch repairi arc paid for from the cents 
of certain buida, but on inquiry I find Do record of lands 
haying been left for that pnrpoae. The bistory of charities 
and benevolences in all ages affords melandiolf inslaikces of 
the mntability of human intentions. I think it is the venravble 
Beds who tell* ns that King Ethelwnlfe directed through aU 
bis hereditary domimons that one poor man in ten gbould 
be supplied with meat, drinlc, and dolhing, by his sucoeBaoiB, 
until fA« day qf judgment I But the probability is that no 
portion of this &moQB bequcat ever graced a churchwarden's 
charity tabl^ or was beard of after the Conquest, notwith- 
standing the royal authority by which it was baofced. 

The chnrchyard ia cut up into a great nimitwr of intersecting 
paths, and is oicloBed by a feaoe which ia in character with 
the patched appearance of the churob — a few atoues piled up, 
then some wooden rulings, next a bit of brick wall, &c. This 
arises from the stupid ciutom of a portion of tba fence being 
allotted to eooh old hoose in the parish, for the purpose <^ 
beuig repaired. Even this trifling oircnmslanca showa how 
completely mankind were made to differ. Scarcely three of 
the repairers have agreed on nniformi^, and while tome have 
repiured snbstantiallj tor themselvea and poiterity, cthen 
have satisfied themselves with a post and rwl. As if to 
make the pre^cta stiU more DnsighUy, two handsonte chesnat 
trees have ■ufTernd decapitation, and the bare stumps have 
bees left standing on the ground, some two or three yards 
high. On one lA the graTe^etones is a conventional nfire- 
senlation of the entry to Noah's ark. Then is nothing 
remarkable ia the epitaphio line, but it ia on record that 
in the year 1B03 a Mrs. Eadee died here at the age of 103. 
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The good people of Feckenluun are yery orderly at ehnreh, 
and the noise of the kte comets (if there ore any) in preTected 
by tbe mattiEg on the floor. The choir is the verj heat rural 
one I have yet met with in the county. Nor must I forget 
tile worthy clerk — a model clerk I may call him — an indi- 
vidiml who can boast of bis inceBtora having occupied the 
same important office before him for two centuries ; and Borry 
was I to hear that the connectian of the clerkship with his 
femily is likely to cease with him, for these hereditary b«80' 
datioDS are not only pleasant but commendable. The northy 
old gentieman, although he boa passed the allotted term of 
man's life, stands as erect, looks as handsome, and reads as 
well, aa any man in the parish. Long may he lire to occnp; 
the desk of hi« forefathers i 

The living of Feckenham is a vicarage, in the gift of Mr. 
Ntale. Valae, £120. Vicar, Rev, James Beesley (J82S). 
Eev. Mr. Ramsdeo, enrate. Clerk, Mr, David Clorkson. 
Organist, Mr. Hope. There is a Sunday school — the boys 
meeting at Cookes's school-honse, and the girls at the clerk's 
bouse. There is an inhnt school be^des. The neighbourhood 
abounds wiUi ancient moated hooses, inclading Norgrove 
House, ibnnerly bdraiging to the Cookeg family, and now 
ooonpied by Mr. Cunningham ; Shumock Court, tlie property 
of Mr. Beareroft, and occupied by Mr. Merrill ; and Astwood 
Conrt, <Hice the seat of the Culpepers, now occupied by Mr. 
G. Webb. In the last-mentioned house ia a well carved roof, 
and a wunscot, in the hall, with a carved hand pointing to 
the name of John Calpeper, and other writing now obliterated. 
Tbero van on old oak table removed from the eide of the 
wainscot in ISIS, and tradition declares, first, that this ancient 
piece of fomiture bore the impress of the fingers of a lady 
ghost, who, probably tired of appearing to no purpose, at 
last slmck the table in a rage, and vanished for ever ; second, 
that the John Cnlpeper aboTe-meotioned was buried beneath 
the hall floor ; and thirdly, that a ghoat nalka &«m the house 
to a tr«e oalled "the cloven pear tree." This tree is men- 
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tioned in a Borrey of tbe estate a centuty and a half ago; tbe 
CKTity In tbe tree is Urge enough to hold geTeral perBons. I 
find Wibarg, t, Saxon widow, in the elerenth centory, " fbr 
the hotltii of her soul, and to keep up her memory," gave for 
ever, to the monaster]' at Woroeater, Sciranse (Shurnock), in 
the pariah of Feckeuham, to come to tiiem after her death, 
on condition they should hury hei there. The UhI point to 
mention in conneoUon with the antiquity of the pariah is 
that the Ridgeway, an ancient road, runs on its border, 
between the two counties of WorccBter and Warwick. 

Aatwood Bank is a high and healthy sitaatiati. Thrae 
ia a flonriahtng Bqitist chapel, first opened about the year 
1799. A new diapel vas erected in 1622 by volnntai? 
mbseription, on another site ; the old one has been rebtult, 
and is now used as school-rooms, in which aboat 250 children 
assemble erei^ Sondaf ; and a good da; school, well-conducted 
on non-sectarian principles. The Her. J. Phillips ia the 
present minister. The late Rev. Junes Smith, to nbom 
there is a handsome tomb in the grare-yard adjoining the 
chapel, was the first minisler, and preached there for 
upwards of half a century. To him the neighbourhood is 
much indebted for its temporal as well as spiritual proqierity, 
he hariog carried on an extensive needle manufactory, which 
he took to in virtue of his marriage to a Miss Butler, by 
whose ancestors the trade at Astwood had been carried on 
at least since the year 1698, and Is still continued imder 
the firm of James Smith and Son, being eoniddered the 
oldest houae in the ttade. 
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^Sa^THOUGH thl» b a ch^Mlr; eleea to Feekentuun 
8J31Jb it belongs to the pariah of Fladbnry, distant aboat 
^tllfk a dozen miles. Iti two gablea at the east end and 
wooden bell-cot at the wwt giTo it an aodent appeanmce, 
bttt the walla are modem, having been rebuilt of hrick aome 
thirty jrean ago, and eaaement windowi inserted. The roof 
is supported iatemally by pillars and arches of wood, and 
there is a porch of the same material on the south lude. 
The church was repeired many years ago, but tiro or thr«e 
(^ the old seats still remain. They ore ornamented with 
rows of earred fishes (the ancient symbol of the Christian, 
thiistii^ after the woteiB of life). These seats, I was 
informed, belonged to the Oak Farm, at Stock Green ; 
and die oeeapier, at the time of the repewing, stontty 
relating the exchange of oak tar deal, the improvere 
were compelled to abandon the alteration bo &r as he was 
concerned, and hence the want of uoifonnity. HoweTer, 
they succeeded in slicing off one row of hie fishes; and in 
revenge, it is aaid, he never went to church again. There 
Is an oak ebest here of very great age, three bells in tha 
little tower, a new octagonal font, a slab, enpportod by iron 
arms, tor a oommunion table, and a email barrel organ ; and 
this, I believe, terminatea the inventory of the fmmitnre of 
this little place of worship. Among the two or three charitable 
bequests left to the chapelry is one made by George Dai'by, 
in Ifi96, leaving to George Harris and Nicholas Davis, and 
their heirs, three buUariee of salt water at Droitwicfa, forty 
shillings annually to be paid to Ae poor of this place out of 
file proceeds. This charity, like many others, was lost at 
the lime tiie monopoly of the Droitwich salt-works was 
abolished. 
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The curate of Stock and Bi>dley is the Bev. John Home. 
Clerk, Thanuu Brutow. There is > Simdk]' s^iool lor bo;* 
and girb. The popolatioo is 2SS, b^g an increase of 
tfairty-Beven since ISll. Between this Tillage and Fecbeobani 
Bi« three ancient looking half-timbered tioases, at abont equal 
distances apart, called " Bean Hall Row." One of (beta was 
said to be the residence of the Hanburya, a fkmily of whom 
aeveral are boried in Fecbenhant church, and ooe of tbem 
(Sir John) was the donor of a bread charity. Each of these 
houses has a separate name, but what occasioned their principal 
denomination I don't Imow, eio^t we mSiy find it in the 
fact that the land was Ibnnerly open fields, known as " Bean 
Hall Fields," being sscellent soil lor the cultivation of beans. 



Snktmnm. 



J^Str^N extensiTC parish, contuning between six and seven 
9l " £ thousand acres, and a population of 1,711, which is 
0^^ a falling off of ninety-eight as compared with the 
censna of 1841. The village is on the sooth side of the 
pariah. The first view oblained of it from (he Crowle road 
(after paaung the old-Engliah-loaking reddence and almost 
model farm-yard of Hr. Adcocbj is over a mstic stj'le, from 
whence the little clustCT of habitations, nestling together as 
some of tbem have done for centuries, with the Gothic 
cbntch and elegant panonage, and the neat new schools at 
a short distance therefrom, all utttala ft ibe base of a pleasant 
slope, look pictoreeqne enough. The condition of the roads 
and the cultivation of the land about here have been greatly 
improved within the last twen^ fwrs, so that the locality 
would searcely be recognised b; the laat generation of 
&rmers. Kevertiieleea the eonnti; is generally flat and 
bleak, not having much timber ; and tJie cottages, which 
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tie scattered here and tbet«, seem to have ohoaen the delk 
and dingles, and to liave courted each others' aotH^iy, with 
the Tiew of DbtainiDg shelter and promotuig warmth. 

The church is chiefly of the Perpendienlar or fifteenth 
Oentary period, and coDaiats of chaacel, oave, north aisle, 
and Booth chapel, with a tower at the west end, and stone 
porch on the north aide of tlie nave, the entnnce to which 
k bj' a descent of several steps. The walls are all battlemented, 
and have erocketted pinnacles rising from batlreeses between 
the windows. There is a Euperabundance of nranBtroos 
gargoyles, especially on the porch, where the imagination of 
the designer seems almost to hare eihaostad itself. The 
tower is of three stages, embattled. There was originallj' 
an entrance to the church underneath the tower, but the 
doorway has been changed into a window, which now gives 
light to the vesUj'. The east wall of the chancel is tnodern, 
and stands in considerable need of reetoration. The window 
in it is nothing more than a circular hole, and the " altar-piece " 
nndemeath is also somewhat barbarous. It is, howerer, as 
I have heard, the intention of the worthy Tiear to carry out 
his taste for improToment here, as he has already done with 
tiie best effect in other instances. Tliere is a piscina, and 
there are also sedilia for three orders of clergy — the deacon's 
irat being sonnounted by a «inple pointed arch, the priest's 
hy a trefoil-headed ditto, and the bishop's by a clnquefoii — 
this being the only instance of the kind I have yet noticed 
in the county. The north aisle is divided from the nave by 
five obtuse arches, resting on octagonal pillars. The south 
ehapel was originally bailt by the Savages, of Bag End, in 
Domuton, but it fell to pieces since the time of Nash, the 
historian, and sadly dislocated the goigeous monument therein, 
which has bcon restored eince the chapel was rebuilt. This 
monumebt cDDslsta of a canopy supported by black marble 
pitkirs, under which ia a recumbent figure of a man in armour, 
his sword girt about him, and boated and spurred. It is 
intended for John Savage, of Egioke, who had three wives. 
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■ix Bona, ud bur danghttn. He died in 16S], haTing been 
in the commisnoii of the peace and high aheriff of the 
county. The atructore ia elatxastely ornamented, and lua 
aeretKl symbolical senlptured Sgnreti, among which is old 
Father Time, eitdng on a death'a bead, and having a eeytbe 
in big band, &o. Near here, on the floor, is the following: 
"Not loat, but gone before. Fiaada Sheldon, 1690." In 
the central aisle ie a flat braee to Qeoi^e, third son of Sit F. 
Egiolie, of Shumook Court; he died 1638. 



The Bonth aide of tbe diatiael eoatum memorials of three 
departed chtldreu of the present vicar, and on a atone of 
the pavement is the foUowing ; 



Manj' members of the ancient Gower family are commemorated 
on the wails of the north aisle. The font is a cniious specimen, 
being sqnare in baain, abaft, and pedestal, and each face of the 
baain ia worked into three circles, encloaing symbolical and 
geometrical designs. The church wag restored nnd repewed in 
1340-1, and the last sermon preached by tbe Ute Bishop Carr 
waa on the occa^oa of the reopening, when £130 was collected. 
About 1 SO additional ffittings were then obttuned, and in con- 
seqnence of a Sodety's grant, 1 1 3 of them are &ee. 

On two of the stones in the churchyard are sculptm^ 
representations of the entry into Noab's ark and Abraham 
otTering up his sou, and on a third are the toUowing lines : 



ralh (Au gratx lEei biuisd her«. 
neighboun mlH Um aln« hiB faO, 



T,Coo<^le 



163 

il i» raconled that in tbe year 1800 died in tfaia pariah Henr; 
DaTii, a Isboarer, who waa bora in the year 1699. At the 
age of ninety-nx he punned hia oecnpation of grafting, &e., 
with great vigour and aetiTit]'. 

There wm a large atteadanoe of the labouring oLubm at 
chnroh — a Tery gt a lifjiu g feature, wluch I was at fiiat inclined 
to pat down to the soin^ of the ranges of loarea wbioh repoaed 
on the wooden ahelvce ereoted for that porpoae, bat hare been 
nnce aimred that the attuidanee of the pon ia r^olariy 
good. Let OS hope, therefore, the motiTe ia iath» to partake 
of the bread of ettmal lib than to obtain that whioh periaheth. 
The seats aarigned to the poor are in the beet poutioa that 
Mold be aeleiited — another point worthy of imitation. The 
scr*ioee of the day were read in an admirable manner, and 
a aermon (roni the never-tiring text of " Come unto me, all 
ye that labour," &c., commended itself as much to the igno- 
rance of the poor as to the superiorly educated minds of the 
" well-to-do in tiie world." Such - oonrideration for the 
▼arjing c^iadtiee of hearers is not always rightly appreciated. 
The <M woman who vowed that Dr. Chalmers was no great 
preacher, for she underetood every word he sud, was only 
a type of a vast mnitituds who think nothing is great or 
uncommon anlees it is wrapped in obecnrity. The vicar stopped 
in hia aermon to order a coaghing child to be taken out of 
the church. The vicar was qnile right, notwithstanding what 
my old friend, the Kev. Lnoios Arthur, would say In a ^mUar 
oaae. The attendance of these young barkete can produce 
no good to IhemBelves, and prevents the majority of the 
coDgiegation fnxn deriving pleasure or profit from the services. 
The singers, who were ehiefly school children, made up in 
vigour and goodwill what was deficient in knowledge. A new 
txffn m aadly needed here, the present Instnunent being a 
proof of titber an entire lack of mumoal taste or of parsimony 
iin the part of the parishioners. 

There i* no memorial of charities on the walls of the 
chnreb, as I nadentand the old board fell down some time 
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kgo, to the danger and great aatoiuHhinent of an old lady 
iritt[Dg nadsmeath, and baa not ^nee been replaced ; the 
chnichwardenB, howerer, will no donbt consider it th^ dn^ 
to do so. Moseg MaoDcell, of CookhiD, tanner, and AUee his 
wife, gave in lAeir lifetime (1672) to twenty poor hooBekeepers 
of CookbiU and Cladaal twenty groat loaTee on Holy Thorsday, 
also to twenty widows twenty groat loaTea on Whit Sunday. 
John Savage of Egiolie, Walter Smith of little Inkberrow, 
John Lacey of Tbome, Robert Haines of Cladsal, and Ann 
Frankley, were also among the beoefacton to the poor, 
Francis, Lord Conway, confirmed Uie giil of bis ancestors 
of the estate of Cladsal 10 the poor of Inkbccrow Ibr erer, 
the rents to be distribnted in bread to those who are constant 
oomen to church, and have no weekly pay from the parish. 
The identity of these TMioQS chariljea seenu to have been 
lost (in the seventeenth century Mime of the lands intmded 
for the benefit of the poor alone went toward the repair of 
the chunjh), and they are now merged into one general 
distribution of bread every Sunday, at the cost of about £40 
a year, the poor behig divided into three detachments of nearly 
forty each, which Bwd detachments receive this relief one 
every Sonday, and thus all the poor in the parish are i«lieved 
once in three weeks. The lato Mr. Danied George, of Hoor, 
bequeathed the sum of £100 in peipetuity to the poor of 
this parish, the interest of which is to be expended in fuel 
every Cbristmaa Day, and distribated to those who are 
deservbg, at the discretion of the vicar and churchwardens. 
In addition to this there ia a peony clothing club, the m^nbem 
of which receive tiokets at Christmas to purchase clothing at 
any shop they may choose. There are, besides, three friendly 

Nash states that the register of this parish began with 
the year 1588, and was interrupted from 1653 to 1676. 
Since his time the register op to the last-mentioned data 
haa been bOrut or lost. The remaining book contains "a list 
of y* gospel places and boundaries in y* parish," which said 
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bonnds, after being fully deeeribed, teiminxte " at Jahn 
BnntoD's bocue, y* end of y* kilohen table M Thom." The 
book Gkewise oootaina & list of faraituTe, Ac., belooging bi 
the church in 1677, unang vhich La meatioiied tbe earlier 
regiBteF book, commencing in Uie twentieth year of Elizabeth 
(I57S). Then are oome carious mtrieg in the register, among 
whkh ig a chacge of fire shiUingB for taking five foxea; and 
a " puish writer " ii fteqaoitl; mentioned. The itana, 
bowever, refer chiefly to tbe parochial management of the 
poor befbre the eBtabitdunent of the preaent po(a lava: 
" Paid at Lightibot's wife's groaning, for midwife, and other 
expeosaa, IDs. Bd.;" also innomerable mme for noiBing, 
** laying out," binding apprentices, mftiding akoes, and fining 
■"kida" (faggots) for panper ftmiliea. Great jealousy is 
^parent among the Inkberrowitee of former genentioas as 
to the approach of vagrants and tramps within Otear boundary ; 
all " foreigners and intrnden," as they were called, were 
diligentiy watched; and in ITSS, "tor tbe better regulaljon 
of parish afiairs, it is i^reed that two proper pereans be 
cboaoD yearly by the majority of Tolea to attend BeasioDS, 
remove intrnden, and inspect otbnr neglected iSum in tba 
aud pariah, and that they be aUowed 2b. Sd. a day each for 
a journey and trouble above foor miles onl of the said pariah, 
and Is. 6d. tor less Ibka four miles, m within the said 
parish." Rnasell Laugher and Richard Windle were the 
first two ofBeera so appointed. As to the poor raCee, the 
whole weekly pay in 1697 was £1. Os. 7d., the recipienla 
reoeiving from 4d. to Is. 4d. eeeh weekly. Aa nearly aa can 
be guessed, the pay is now £]5 or £1S a week, againat which, 
of couiae, must be placed the present decreased value of 
money and tbe increase of the population. In the year 1800, 
the Rev. W. Ueatb, Ibe predecessor irf the present vicar, 
and who was forty yean in tbe living, makes this startling 
entry : " For some months before the end of this year the 
pOM^a levies of this parish amounted to nearly tbe ei 
wun of iCIOO a week, owing to Uie extraordinary high p 



T,Coo<^le 



166 

of pTorisiou, which wu, on ui arenkge, during llie winter 
of IBDO-l, aa follows: beef, 6d. a ft.; feal ud pork, Gd.; 
b>con, 14d.; poUIoea, 5b. k bushel; wheat, £1. 4b.; barky, 
1 5a, ; o&U, Ba. ; beaiiB, 1 3s. At this time, too, erery article 
which oontribnles to the sopport and comfort of the hnnua 
bodj' was proportionablj high. It was indeed a time of 
nnivowJ mfTering, both publia and private." The luideiit 
eommnnion pUte ooouits, Grst, of a ailrer chalice and small 
paten, with an unicorn's head as a Crest, and tnaring the 
foUowiag insariptiaD : " The gifte of John Savage, of Egioke, 
Esquire, deceased. Deceml>er the 2SDd, Anno Domiiu 1631." 
Second, a larger silver paten, with a coat of arms, and this 
ioBcriptioD, " Tho. Hunt tte Lindaey, gen., ad. p. m. Inckberrow, 
1565, D.D." Third, a silver gilt cup and cover, with a coat 
of Hmu, I)eanng the following inscription : " Ex douo Johannia 
Egioke, Arniigeri, Preeatant ntema adactB," hnt no date. 
Fonrth, a nlver flagon, recently provided by private snbsolplioD 
among the panshionen, 

Moreton Underbill is "a place of note" in this parish, 
where fbnneriy stood a chapel, of which there is now no tnoe. 
Noberry, or as it was fbnnra>ly called Newborongh, is aboot 
a mile and half S.G. from the church, and here also imoe 
Blood a chapel. Efforts have been made to replace this 
ehnreh accommodation so lost, by the erection of a chapel of 
ease somewhere near the Ridgeway, as at present some of the 
parishionerB have to walk three or four miles la chnrdi. 
Hitherto those efforts have not sacoeeded, but I nndenrtand 
it is the intention of the vicar to make another attempt, 
which it is to be hoped will prove sneceasfnl, as the church 
at preseot will not acconmodate more than a third of the 
population. It should be stated that the Baptists have a 
chapel at Cookfaill. Little Inkbenow is about half a mile 
from the church, and Egiock, or Eggeoke, lb two miles N.E. 
bora the same point. At the lalMr place lived Edward 
Eggeoke, "a gentleman of repute, and regardor of the ibrest 
of Feekraham," and ThMoas Eggeoke (^hth Edward 
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IV), one of the first who ware styled "gontlBinon," for it 
seems there trere "no gentlemea" prior to the reign of 
Henry VI (middle of fifteenth century). Cookhill is two milea 
from the church, and is the ute of a naiuiery a&id to bave 
been fbonded by Itabell, CoonteeB of Warwick, in 1260, 
although there ww s charter in existence which confirmed 
to the nuns their lands in 11 98. Isabell prafiaps reelored 
the house, or wu its benefactreffi, and was buried there. 
The ruins of a ch^wt were in existence in Nash's time, and 
a eh^«l, chiefly modem, is still on the some ute. There 
is in it a scntptore of the Virgin and Child, painted in glaring 
colonrs, and placed near the east window. The chapel 
being printe property, no service is performed therein. 
It belongs to Mis. Phillips, of Edrtone Hall, near Stratford, 
widow of the late John Phillipa, Esq., of Hanbury Hall. 
N<ar the chapel stands a faim-bonse (originally a gentleman's 
readence) which many ye^n ago furnished evidence of 
having once been tenanted by admiren of the Stoarts. The 
late Iter. Mr. Heath being on a visit to Captain Fortescue, 
and sleeping at the house in qaeetion, heard in the dead of 
the night a thnndenng noise behind the head of his bed, 
which he duly reported at the breakfast table, and on eiuim- 
inatioD being made, a portrait of King Charles was dieoovered 
fidlen down behind a ^ding panel, where it had beta hidden 
probably in the days of the ComnwDweaJth, and wonid s^ hare 
remained there but for the decay of a peg on whirii it was 
hung. The ptctnte was sabsequently purchased by a 
Lmidon denier at the sale of Mr. Heath's etTeets. There are 
several houses in this parish, and amiaig them the vican^ 
and the Thorn &rm, in which it is said King Charlee ekftt, 
bnl this is an honour so generally claimed by all ancient 
hooses in those parts of the county through which the 
" martyr " king or bis son found their way, tliat no reliance csn 
be placed on traditJou in this respect. It is an historical 
lact, however, that the king marched from lukberrow to 
Droitwich, on the 11th of May, 1615 (see chapter on Kings- 
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□orton). There is at the vicarage on old book of maps, 
oaDoected with which it the tradhionaxy historj that eitber 
Charlea I or II paued a night in the old vicange and left- 
the book bdiind him. The title page is curiouB, a« foUowa : 
" The Kingdome of EngUnd and Principallity of Wales, 
exactly described with erefy aheere and the small lowneg 
in every one of them, in Biz mappea, portable fbr evei? 
man's packet ; naeful fbr all commaoders for qnaHeriDge of 
BOBldiera, and all sorts of peTBons that would be informed 
where the armiea be — neYer so oommodiously drawne before 
this 1644. Described by one that tranwied throngbout the 
whole kingdome for its pnipose." 

The new achoola recently erected here are well situated, 
b^g neariy in the eenti'e of the parish, and an easy distuioe 
from the village. The site and a donation were ^ren by 
the vicar, grsols were obtwned &om edoeational Bocieties, 
and the parisbioners and the oeighbonring gentry snbacribsd 
ver; handsomely. To (he credit of the then churchwarden 
<Ur. Adcock) it must also be stated that, there being still a 
deficiency after all the avulable resourcea had been eihaosted, 
ha came forward, and after alluding to the worldly snocess 
with which God had blessed him during his long reeidence 
in the pariah, expressed hia intention to present the aum of 
£50 BB a thank-offering, (a cover the deficiency. A painfol 
contrast to Mr. Adcock'a liberality as a rock-renter was 
shown by several resident landowners ui the parish not 
eontribnlang one shilling towards this good work of education. 
The schools were opened in June, 1S£1, on which occaaion 
the Venerable Archdeacon Hone preached. The buildings 
are neM and anbetantial,. and afford ample aocommodation 
fbr 150 st^lars, with a dweUing-house for a raadent maatM 
and mistress. The average daily attendance of scholars is 
from 70 to 60, and on Sundays from 120 to 130. The 
name of the maat^ and mistTeaa is Threahsr (a somewhat 
unforCunale cue) ; Miss Gray abo kindly amkta In the tuiliou 
of the Simday scholars. 
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Lari Abergavcomy U the pMnm of the liTuig, which ii 
ntnmed tt tbont £800. The Dean Mid Chapter of Hereford 
■re the lay impiDpiuton. Vicar, the Rev. G. R. Gtbj (ISaO). 
CIrak, Ednond Jamea. Lord Aberf^vanny'B tenure is a ■ome- 
wbU cariona oao, there beiog bat tew Runilar in the king- 
dom. The nMBor and advowaoo were granted by Phillip 
and Mary to the " Brngarciuiy " fiunily (la the Dame w*a 
known), on cxmdition that in de&aK of male inue the same 
dioDld reTert to the otowd. Notbt dnce then, howerer, baa 
thci« been lack of males in (he family, nor ia the preaent 
lord "a^iamed to apeak with hia enemiea in the gate," Uir 
he haa Bereral xnu. 

About the year 789, Biahop Eathored, of WeroEster, had a 
eontre'rei^ with one Wnlflisaid, aon of Ciuain, ooDceming 
^ inboitanoe of Hemelesa and Duda, at Intan1>eorg and 
Bradankeg (Inkberrow and Bradley), which they gare after 
their deceaae to the ebmich at Weagomceeter, and which 
WoUheard endeaTOored to defraud them of. The tnahop 
proved his right to them, hat for peace sake he agreed that 
Wnlfheaid should have thent for his life, and that at hia 
death they should be reotored to the chorch, where the bodies 
of Hemelees and Duda were dopoeJted. 



Bingtan onti Snrraattnt. 

S3SKKANY of the liviogs in this nraghbourhood are very 
jtflilw poor, and kad neceaaarily to pluralities and non- 
nMlR reaidenoe, the emolumenta of the ofGciatiDg mioisterB 
Bcaroely amoDiildDg to aa much ss a country squire would pay 
his butler. This is the oase with Kington and DoTBUtone, 
the fint of which is a dischai'ged rectory, net inoome, £S9, and 
the Utter is what is called a " perpetual curacy exonerated," 
net income, £fi3. The patron of both la T. B. Vernon, Esq. 
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The tithes of Kiogloa were commuted for com rents li; an. 
Aet of EacdoBore ia 1781, aod under the recent Tillie Act 
a rent charge of £i has been awarded ; there ace seventeeo 
acres of glebe and a house. At Dormit<HH> Uie tithes were 
commuled for land and a money payment in 1790. The soi] 
itself is of coorae the primary causa of this eecleeiaatical 
poverty : it is bo poor and barrea, that, as a worthy yeoman 
Bsid, in reply to my question of " How is it yon hare no 
gentlemen's hooaes abont heret" " Ah, sir," said he, "thej 
knows better nor to come here — nobody comes anotr us as 
can stay anywhere else." The chnrehes are likewise small, 
vith fittings which >ie as mde and homely as thongh ths 
site were in the back woods of America. The popnlatioos, 
too (Kington 153 and Dormslone 109), are so limited and 
str^gling, that although tiie attendance at dirine service is 
snSodent to come nnder the denomination of " two or three 
being assembled together," yet mnsic*] geoins has been so 
scantily diSiised thronghont the parishes as to oooasian a 
total absence of those ** aweet aoonda " whidi in many rural 
churdies are so excmtdatingly pnngenC The dinr^ of 
Kington, Ihough Email and plain, is decidedly pioturesqae as 
seen from the N.W., which view embraces a neat porch and, 
at tba west end, a modest Uttle tower, the base of which is 
of Hlone, with a sapentnictnre of wood uid a tiled roof. 
On each nde, in the wall, is a trifoliated square-headed recess. 
The church has no dutntry or aisles ; it seems to have been 
originally built at the close of the twelfth century, whan 
Norman masonry was in a trandtimi state, but sad work has 
since been done in cutting the windows into a variety of 
shapes and carefully excluding all tracery. Indeed it was till 
lately, I bdiere, the custom to paint yellow and black Btreaks 
or outlines all round the windows, as if in order to rend^ 
their deformity the more conspicuous — an arrangement equal 
in point of taste to that of the noted beadle of a certain church 
in Yorkshire, who regularly on every returning Saturday 
poVshtd the feet of die stone altar with blocking I Portions 
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of the rood aanea aaj be Been at the bkck of llie pulpit and 
worked up into the Beats. The dengn and exeonlion of the 
earring tie admirable. Mr. Nath, who lires near to tlie 
dmrcJ], kindly diowed me Ibe p«rith register, vhich goes 
bacli to IfiBT. The Bev. E. Crane ia the rector of this Hring. 
Cletk, Itaao Uarra, 

Froceeding to Doimatone, I puaed by a bandaome old 
cnMB-tunboied house, with three gables in frrat, and its 
ancient moat rtanaining abnost perfect. Hr. Pngh, farmer, 
reudea hert^ and the hoose belongs to the Rer. Hr. 
Parker. Bag End, auDther boose of soma antiqniQr, aeat 
Ibe church, hekmgs to Sqnire Homer, and b ocenpied 
by Mr. Joaioh Gireen. The church of Dormstone is another 
odd little boildiiig, with a Mmi-irooden towra on a alone 
base. The nprigfat beam 'm the middle of the west wall 
of the tower is pierced for a small double light. There are 
three bella,thua ipscribed: I, "God sare our King— .1640;" 
2, " Jeevs be ovr speed ;" 8, " Ora pro noUs, sancta Maria." 
The ringere at this village hare covered the floor of the bell 
Iowa: with turf, under the notion thM it would kec^ the 
sound from descending into the church, and being thus lost 
to the admiring wtald without The ohnrcb is merely an 
ebbng building, and oontuns nothing remarkable except 
evidenoea of the odd freaks of the village masons from 
time to time. The east window has a new stone top, 
ogee diaped, but withant mullion, traasome, or traoery. 
The ebBDcel was "restored" in 1S37. On the wall near 
the pordi is affixed a dial, bearing this inscriptian ; " Callow 
Morrit and Josiah Giceu, chtuchwardens, 1841. ThomsB 
Davis, KiagrajAer (1), Inkberrow." The churchyard here 
is not used, the burials taking place at Kington. The 
dead of both places were formerly buried at Inkberrow. 
There is B Sunday sehool here, with nearly twenty children. 
The Ber. John Home is the incumbent. Clerk, Edward 
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EgOOR TOWN, ot "tha town id the moor," derived 
n the sdjaDct of its Dame fimn the &ct of the Iradly 
m abbots of the buaana monastery of Eveaham having' 
fixed one of th^ coantiy nddaieee here. It waa the r«tf- 
dence of Ranulf, brother of Walter, abbot of Eveaham, in 
the leign of the Conqaeror ; and the aite of some eonventoal 
bnildingB near tiie ohncch, now called "Coort Cloae," with 
traces of the moat b; wliioh lliey were anmnmded, and the 
remaina of gable-&onted buildings of timber frame-work, still 
in the village, are objects of antiquaiian interest. A little 
old print was sent to a friend at Abbot's MoMon, with the 
following account of it by the late Sev. Elba Webb, of Park 
Hall : " The enclosed skstch is a representation of a piece 
of great antigni^. The piece itself was sold at D. Bayhs'a 
sale, at Evesham, in the conn^ of Woivester, abont the jeor 
1761 ; its mie ii twelve inchea by eleven ; it repreeSDtB the 
top of the staff of office *camed before the abbot. The abbot 
not nnfrequently reaided for his health's sake at Moreton, 
or the town aitoated in the moors, now called Abbot's Mminn ; 
and whereeoeveT he waa, the ataff, of which this sketch ia a 
repreHcotation, was always in his poeseauon, as a bodge of 
his office ; to show that he bod jurisdiction over all the 
parishes in Hxe vale." There is a tradition that the slver 
hella belonging to the abbot are bnried in the aite of his 
old residence here. The chnrch was one of those "in the 
vale " which were ^ven In build the monastery at Ereaham, 
in T03, by Kenred, King of Mercia. After the Diasolntion, 
Morton fell, with much of this monaatery'a lands, by royal 
gift, to the all-graaping Sir Philip Hoby, whose nephew. Sir 
Edward Hoby, waa seised theieof (twen^-third Elizabeth). 
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Afterwards the tenuitii porcluBeil the fee of their own 
eetate«, and it beoune the property of Tariaua persooB, The 
church ia of the Decorated stylo, hurinj; a north chapel and 
we«teni tower, amhattlecl, and haa a very pleasing appearance 
&vm the auTTOonduig fields. There U, haveTor, scarcely a 
point of hiatorical or antiquarian interest about it. The east 
vindow, which was the gift of the patron, contain^ eome 
beantifnl attuned glass, of tlie date 163D, representing the 
history of David and Goliah, &c. ; the window of the chapel 
contains the airnonal bearings of the Walker Eaiaity. In 
this chapel I noticed the following lines to one John Haband 
(d^te,1736}: 

"I cbooia tbifl plan mjKtf. 

Thioklng It for the beat; 
^ I hgpa jau wiU not m dfaturb, 

Bat let me tie at reel." 

In 1640 the chttroh wia restored and repewed and a 
gallery erected for free sittings, at the expense of the Her. 
Thomas Walber, the rector, who is also prebendary of 
WolieriiamptOD. The parish ia situated on the road from 
Worcester to A1ce«ter, and on the confines of the county of 
Warwick ; it ooraprisea about 1,400 acres, of whidi two- 
thirds are arable aad the reioainder pasture, all fertile Liad 
in high cultivation. The surface is elevated ; the soil a 
marly day, producing good wheat ; and the parish is inter- 
sected by the river Piddle — its course addbg much to the 
beauty of the scenery. Population, 23fi. The living is 
a rectory, vaked in the king's boohs at £8. Patron, 
a. J. A. Walker, Esq., of Norton Villa. The tithes were 
commuted for land in 1803 ; the glebe altogether comprises 
167 acres, with a house, Value of living, abont ilSO, 
Curate, the Rev. J. B. Biky. 

A national school-room was built by subscription in 1841, 
under the auspices of the rector, who presented its site. The 
average attendance at this and at the Sunday school ia nearly 
forty children. There are thirty acres of laud let out by the 
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rector as Eonall holdings, and aboat seven atsee are allotted 
ks gacdeoB. An annnal horticnltnTal sbov U hM in the 
lectorj gronnd« in the month of Jnly, under the BDpetin- 
te&dence at Urn, Walker. I bad the pleasure of iritnewing 
the first of these rural fetee Bome Dine or ten yean ago, 
and then receired ample proof of the happf elate of the 
parish and of the good nndeistanding between the mcDmbcot 
and hie flook. 



lit ItntjiES. 



SBtlQf RAMBLE among 'the Leoohes" reminds one of 
jjl !n ]B an introduction to a large Gunilf of boys and gh^a, 
nS8K whose Christian names it is somewhat diCBcult to 
recollect : there is the parieh of Church Lench, with its two 
hamlets of Ast, Atch, or probably East Leneh, and Sheriff's, 
or Shreve, Leneh ; the parish of Ronse Leocb, or Lench 
Badolphi, including the hamlet of Hadford ; Ab, Hob, or 
Abbofs Lench, a hamlet in Fladbniy paridi ; and Lencbwick, 
a village, tithing, or i^pelry in Norton parish. Church Lench 
oontaiDB 403 iohatntants, being ten more than in 1841. It is 
a rectoij, in the patronage of the crown ; the tithes hare 
been commoted for ^117. Is. 6d. ; glebe, 81 acres, vith a 
new glebe house. The Bishop of Worcester is impropriator 
of Atch LcDch and Sheriff's Lench. Bouse Lench contuns 
277 inhabitants (bdng throe less Hum at the cemua of 1841). 
The hring is a rectory, net income, £U6. Patrons, ^e 
&milj of the Boughtons. The tithes were commuted for 
land and a money payment in 1778. The glebe comprises 
299 acres, with a house. There is a quadrilateral moat in 
the parish, for the most part dry. Lencbwick, the anrient 
chapel of which was long ^gq demolished, contains 162 
inhabitants. Abbot's Lmch, 73, being 20 less than m 1841. 
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Od amTiDg mt Chorah Leoch, I noted the gM*M all 
omgrowD iri^ n^tlea ; the oretched east nindow of the 
diiiTch, loo, wu broken, with name linen or rag filling up 
the gap in it. I could not belp contnutiDg tbis with the 
handBome new parwniBge honae bj which I had jnat posaed, 
bat I have aince ascertuned that this state of the chancel 
was owing to the bet of the bishop (who holds three-fifths 
of the rectorial titbea) diapaUng hia hability to eontribnte 
hig qnota towBTda the chancel repura. Uig lorddiip harlDg 
DOW giTCD bis coDBeat, the neoMaary worka have been or 
will be eiecnted. The chorcb ia in the Ferpendieulai or 
fifteenth century style. The duucel walla were lath asd 
[daatered, and in a minona coodition ; the dianeel arch 
was a somewhat Sattened semi-circle : in the north waU the 
stain \i> the ancient rood-loft were very perfect, the upper 
doorway leading tram the stairs to where the loft once atoad 
1>eiiig of eonrse blodced up, the lower door being still open. 
The piiwta' door into the chancel ia of a peculiar ctmstmo- 
tkm ; bang too narrow appaimtly to have admitted any one 
of thoae jolly eccleuaatics of the olden time whose obeu^ 
has been the theme of so many an enraptnred poet and 
pnay historian. It baa a two-light pointed window above, 
and is fianked exteriorly by coriooa narrow bnttresaes, the 
whole bdng anrmonnted by a hood monlding. The nave of 
the choreb baa been recently repured ; there is a south 
aisle, with three pointed archea, the pier of that next the 
chancel having a projecting canopy, supporting the areh like 
a eorbd. This uale contains a remarkable gallery, once 
naed for singing pnrpoHee, bat the echoolboys now at in it. 
The clerestory windows are pointed ; roof of the chancel 
flat ; a gallery alao at the west end. The tower ii at the 
west end, and is of three stages, embattled ; there is no door 
at the west end, bat a eingnlar aqnare-headed window, with 
a central tranaom. The other windows are chiefly aqnare- 
headed. The prindpal entrance to the chnrch ia on the 
ontude, with a atone porch. The font has been weU icdored ; 
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it Mandfl on ui octagoiuJ aliaft, the bssin and base being 
ornamented vilh the ball-flower in a cavetto. The old pewB 
in this chnreh are in a bmoitable eondhion, some of thera 
being remoTed all bat their flooring, and others Btandiog in 
variooB stages of decompoeitiaD ; the floor Ls of old bricks. 
There are no monuiDents here, but a few grave-eCones, on 
which I Baw the namee of BurdeCt, Rev. Stephen Bryee, 
rector in 172S, "that Rer. Divine, Nathaniel Halhead, 
rector in 1661," "Richard Masefielil, Esq., lord of the 
manor of Sheriff^ Lench, 17S7," and the names of 
Partington and Tovey meet the eye in all directions. It 
ia recorded that in the year 1796 died in this parish 
Mra. Tamer, at the age of 110. 

The register gives minute infbrmaUon as to the ranous 
coUectioaB made in this church during the eighteenth 
Century Sot charitable and other purposes - they are 
chiefly " for losses by fice " in varioDS jilaces, and for 
idiiuvhes thra^in named (probably to asiust in their erecUon) ; 
b««des which other objects are indicated, snch as — "Inun- 
dation in Com' Pdat* Lancaster," published July IS, 17^2; 
" The Palatine brief ; " " Tbe Protestants at Copenhagen in 
Denmark," Nov., 1729; "loss by bul-storni i " "For Bohi 
and Villar, in tJie valley of Lucerne in Piedmont, sufferere 
by inundation;" " For the oyster-dredgers of Medway and 
Milton, in com' Kent, lost by frost ; " " For Brightelmston 
fortiGcaUons, in y county of Sussex," 1757 ; " For tlie 
colleges in North America, 1763," &o. A collectinn of 
£1. 3s. 5d. was made in 1742 for the Society for tbe Propa- 
gation of the Gospel ; hot in tlie great majority of the 
instances mentioned abova not a farthing was raised, whole 
pages being Riled nitli " briefs " for varioos objects, having 
the signiUcant £00. 00s. OOd. set against them ; this however 
is not a matter for surprise, seeing that tbe calls oq the 
benevolence of the parishionen were loade almost every 
consecutive Sunday. In those cases in which a collection 
was made, the name of every individual donor is inserted. 
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with the uim set Bgainit it, but few snbecribing more than 
<Mie penny or (wo-penoe. In 1 837 ia the following entry : 
" The vealr/ agreed to accept 9d. per lb. for the metal 
oontained in the tenor bell, which offer wtw nude by Mr. 
HeuB, bell founder, of Glooceater, and to npproprute such 
part of the pmceeds «s should be reqnired for the purpose 
of erecting a g&llery at the vest end of the church," the 
cetimaled expense being £16. This vote on the part of the 
veetry I besitato not to denounoe aa uuorthodoK and a* 
deTOid of taste as that of the oorporatioit of Coogleton, who 
once sold their Bible to pDrchase a be«r for baitiiig. It 
^ipeaiB the bell bad been cracked by a dniDken blackimith 
during eome foativity, and was tbns rendered nselesB ; bot it 
night hare been replaced at a trifling cost, ai>d the nuisance 
of this vrretched gallery prevented. The rector also 
discloses a sad state of feeling between tbe clergyman and 
bis pariahioneiB, on the subjects of the right to DODunatc a 
clerk, the repain of the diurcb, and rates for the eanie. 
Far be it from me to lay the whole blame at the rector's 
door ; on the contrary, I am ready to concede that, sur- 
Bomided as be is by the hoetile sects of reUgionists which 
abonnd in this neighbonrhood, the pertbrmanee of his 
ooenias dutiee must be attended with extreme difficulty, 
whilst his motives and actions may be tbe subject of mach 
misiepreBentation ; but surely, the lact that he is so sur- 
rounded should teach tbe greater neceeuty for watchfiilnesa. 
Sat a bind and conciliatory spirit, a dispouUon to " win over 
souls " by the eloquence of gentle persaisjen and a peacafol 
Christian life, an absence of that undue stickling for pre- 
rogaUve and the withholding of church oidinauces from 
DisscDters, by which the minds of those who might otherwise 
bave been gained over to the church become for erer 
alienated. It was good advice of the sage who said "Pre- 
serve the right of thy pkoe, but stir not questioDs of 
jurisdiction, and rather assume fhj right in silence and de 
faeta than voice it with claims and challmges." 
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There we about fifty children ip the Sunday schoolB of thiB 
parish, who are t&Qght by the rector and the Miss ToTeya. . 
The ttev. Mr. Amphlett ia rector of the parish. Clerk, John 
Wegton. 

It is recorded that Bishop SaudjB prevuled npon Qaeen 
Elizabeth to give, aa a recompence for cerfaun lands which 
she had Uken into her hands belonging to the see of 
Worcester, the impropriationa of Church Lench, Elmley, 
and BiahamptoD. Id refereoce to the alienaUon of chnrch 
revennea ^8 bishop observed, in the orders he drew up 
In the synod of 156S, " Foissmnch as bishops are not born 
fbr thanselvea, bnt for their snccesBors, and are only pos- 
sesBOrH for their own time, every bishop, by the BubacripU<Hi 
of hia hand, promieetb that he shall not, either by lease, 
grant, or any other means, let, set, or ohenata any of his 
auoors) or whataoever heretofore bath not been in lease, 
except only for his own time, and while he is bishop." 
Therefore, it was deservedly made a port of his character 
in hia epitaph — " Eccleaiio patrimoninin velut rem Deo 
aacralam intactum defendit." 

In the aftamoon I went on to Roose Lench, where I found 
an interesting old church. The chancel arch, south doorway, 
and B portion of the walls, are Norman. Tlie rest OOniistS 
of vaiions podods of the Pointed s^ke. There are traces 
of ardies in the north wall, aa thongh there had fonneriy 
been an aisle there. The little bell-cot, or wooden tower, 
oontains two bells, on which are the inacriptiona— I, "Pax 
faomiDibuB, 1661." 2, "God be our speede." In the wall 
over the eouth door, exteriorly, is a recess or niche, orna- 
mented with the chevron, and containing, in a vetica piicit, 
a sculptured lignre, with the right hand raised, aa though in 
the act of benedictioo, the left hand holding aomethuig which 
cannot be ascertained. It was the custom of the middle ages 
to place carvings of the Saviour ovot the prinrapal entrance 
to the chnrch, in allusion to His own words, " I am the door." 
Srane suppoae thia figure at B«use Lcocb represents St. Peter, 
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in boaocr of whom the church ia dedicated, b mke being; 
Hao held in the Tillage (he week after that sainfa day. Theae 
flgnree are now very lare, owing to the effects of the icono- 
elaatio period which succeeded the RetonnatioD, There is, 
I believe, bnt one other instonoe in Worceaterahire, *nd that 
la at Leigh. The interestiiig relic at Rooae Lench ia partlj 
hid b; thick coalingB of whilewash and b; a great brick 
peicb. The Norman doorwa; i» a good specimen of the later 
period of tiuit style, having receded shaftH, and tlie apitab 
and abaci being ornamented with interlaced worii, something 
lika owhi' heads, and the billet moulding. In the chancel 
ii an Muuloie with shelf, and an ancient communion table 
with bahister legs, and a scroll earring roand the frame. 
3?iere is a piscina in the wall near the pulpit, and the remaina 
of the rood-loft staiis are on Ilia sonlii aide. Some of ths 
aeata are dated 1839, and their preeeot appearance may 
therefbre be otrnjectared. The font ia ootagonaL The numn- 
ments here are chiefly to the aodmit Ronae (or lUifaB) bmily, 
who came in with the Conqneror, and daring the civU wan 
were the great anpportera of Cromwell's eaoae in Worcester- 
tfaa^ almoat to the mia of their own eatate. There is a 
large marble monument to Lady Frajices Rouse {obiil 1716), 
with the statue of that lady in a sitUng posilJon, holding in her 
right band a heart, and by her on an urn two dovea billing ; 
above, in an oval, a bust amrounded with angels. The outliae 
of the ladj^'a fignre is very incorrect ; sod, except the above- 
mentioned bnat, the whole monument, costly as it is, is only 
worthy of the depraved taste of the last century. Opposite 
to thia is a raised tomb, with the recumbent effl^ea of 
Edward and Mary Bouse, the former of whom died in 1611, 
aod the latter in 15S0 ; they ace in the osual attitnde of 
prayer; be is dressed in a gown, dia in a roff; at his feet, 
a Saracen's head, as a creat — at hers, a dog. One son and 
&ree daughters are scniptured on the monament. The most 
curious object I noticed here was a marble tablet, with this 
inacriptioa: "Hmt this tablet is deposited {for a mortuary 
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to tha gnve) ibe bodjr of Elizabetb, kdy Rods, daughter 
to Jolm Lisle, of Moxhnil, in the county of Warwidc, eeq. 
Much of her eoul had heretofore accompauied the manrnfiil 
obfieqnies of her husband (tbe dearly heloved Sir Edward 
Bou8, Bart) unto the nine cold maa^n below, which 
retuming we^ened with grief for ao great a kns, she awhita 
afler became dispirited by a dead poUiy, that so she might 
bear about her some reeemblaiKe of bia mortality, with whom 
■he aHected to live and dye; nevertheless there was vigour 
enough left in her tongue to praise God daily in his holy 
temple, in her hand to Bdminialer onto the wants of the 
poor, and in her heart to share in (he sorrows of the afflicted. 
Her greatest delight was in those that were constant in their 
loyalty, and asserted the cstabhshed doctrine and discipline 
of the church of England ; in all which she exemplarily lived, 
and died 12 March 1691-2. Mary Lady Hacket, sister t» 
the deceased, caused this minor to be placed her^ that by it 
many may hare the benefit to dress themselves in suitable 
attires of virtue and pie^." There is likewise a munil 
monument erected to the above Sir Edward Bens by his lady, 
who survived him fourteen years : it contains the Ibllowing 

" If pnrtn, tetn, and righi conld hsra 
Mads muom K/r him vllb llie grave, 
No eje within (bli count; bat 
Had lent ■ ta»r to par the iliot." 

Nosh records the following inscriptions on flat atones, which, 
however, I did not observe: 

( On John and Thomas Rons, two infants.) 



Who fint wen both cosoultd in ana mmb." 

( On the Rev. Mr. WhittingdaJe, who died in 1772, and had 

a flat stone in tbe porch.) 

"A aun for poDte knowtedge and tme Uute hi oeenil tiCeratuie 
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After all this cant, hyperbole, and affectation, let ua get 
into the churchyBrd, to breathe a purer air. Here I fonnd 
an old stone coffin, with the upper portion hollowed for the 
reception of tiie head. The body bad been either diepened 
to the winds or bad taken its station in some distant aurgei^, 
and the lid of the coEGn was also gone. On uiolher Btooe 
are the following lines : 

" Tlnd of awidDini: tlmnigti a w«ld oF liii. 

To rat mj wturj boHi for b nigbt 

In bopM to rlH agBio 

Tlut ChrlU ma; glT« me Uahl." 

The register of this paneh is of porehment, and com- 
mencee as early as 1S39 — that ia, it van probably copied in 
1597, from an older one of the former date, for it was not 
till the canon of 1597 that old regiatera were ordered to be 
tnosotibed on parchment. There were between forty and 
fifty children in the schools. Near the church ia a moat, 
surrounding about an acre of land. The Bav. C. Poeock 
is the vicar. Clerk, Robert Williins. 



ftrtji liiiblt. 



gSStg GENTLEMAN well acqo^nted witb this neighbour- 
3|3w hood writea to me oa follows : " Between Peopleton 
^tiS^ aud Abberton lies a district which, ere mads were 
improved, might be considered oat of the pale of civilisUioD. 
Soch ore Nanaton Beaachamp and North Piddle, each of which 
I believe has a chnrch. What a pity it is that each parish 



■ ,Co(v^[c 



182 

hag Dot a day scbooi, and not merely A Sondky sdicxri 1 
Ignorance is the parent of Tice and crime ; and olthao)^ 
things are better tbur they used to be, there is much room 
for improTCmeDt. Reading, writing, fignree, and a sufBciency 
of Christian knowledge 1o malie them comprehend their daties 
to God and man, is all that they require, and this ongfat 
to be fdmiahed." On visiting the district for myself, I found 
the above description to be greatly under-stated. Owing to 
having lost ray way two or three times, it was nearly twelve 
o'clock at noon when I arrived at North Piddle church ; 
and finding the door locked, and no service going on, I 
walked up to a yeoman who was in his little fold-yard at 
the Church Farm, close by, and a dialogue ensaed which I 
would liavB published hut for a wholesome dread of the ]a,v 
of libel, which does not always spare the truth. However I 
found from him that the morning service bad terminated a 
qnarter of an boor befbre, although it had been commenced 
at the regular time 1 that the two or three who assembled 
together were rarely over-bordened with tongthtoied sermons ; 
that on M»ne oocsHons there was no service at all, owing to 
the rector having the burdensome task of coming a i^eteoee 
of seven miles fi-om hia other living (Norton-jnxta-Kempsey) j 
diat (here were no schools, the Sunday sdiool which for- 
merly existed here hanng been broken ap for want of 
as^tance from the quarters where most it might have been 
expected, although my informant (the yeoman} had found 
(he children room and firing at his own expense ; that the 
children were now s«it to Qrafton school, where they paid 
four-pmoe a bead per week, and as my &iend the yemnan had 
thirteen "oBve brauchca" to his own share, his statonent 
tiiat it had cost him "a power of money" may be readily 
believed ; that but few of the parishioners went to church, 
one of the cbarchwardens himself going to Gr^lon ; that a 
" Dioe yoang man " bad officiated in the church some twelve 

months ago who had attracted crowds thither; that 

Bat I dare not record one-half the ^ckeniug detwls in 
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eoDDection with this poor deetitote poriab. It jb for the 
anhdescoD and the biahi^, if they do thrar datj, to 
inquire into it theimeliee. 

Tlie little charch is an apt index of the state of religion 
in the porisli : tbe windows are broken and the tracery 
dMnalished ; the cold bricliB offer their uninriting surface 
to the knee of the communicaDt, and Ihe gaunt old oak table 
is as nailed aa the sourest Puritan could desire. 1 wis alu 
told the church was mortgaged some twent; years ago, to 
proride the means for erecting the wret^ed pews which 
disgrace even this miserable and cheerless place. There ia 
an endosnre of old worm-eaten boards, at one comei^ in 
which some nngers once sat, bat the clerk inforaied me 
" there were not many ungera in the parish now." There 
is nothing in ^le architecture of the church worthy of note : 
it is hut an oblong room, with s wooden bell-lower of turret, 
and a porch on the north ade. The windows are square- 
faeaded, bnt portions of the walla are older. The leading 
shafts BQpporting the wooden arch of the little tower have 
corbel heads carved in wood in the rudest manner. In the 
ebanoel wall is a small square opening, with a piscina and 
a corbel-head. There are two bells in the tower, dated 1676. 
The broken slate of the windovrs reminded me of the fact 
recorded in monkish chronicles, that it was owing to the 
wind blowing out tbe Hghta Ihrongh the fissures of church 
walls and windows that King Al&ed was led to the invention 
of long sixes and laDthorus. Thus it is that good freqnendy 
arisee from evil ; and in the instance now before qb, the 
necessity that exists for a glazier at North Piddle may indnce 
the incumbent or some other literal gentleman to present a 
few handsome stained glass windows to the cburch. Close 
to the church is a raised bank, with moat around it, called 
" Chnrch-bsnk." My guide had never heard of any ruins 
of house or castle thereon, but confessed he had heard that 
the oottage in whidi, he himself lived had been " moved 
over" &om that ute to where it now stood, in some snper- 
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natoiBl waj for which he wis not prep*red to Mcotmt A 
house ID the village oppoaite ww also known by the Dune 
of " The Moat Farm," anil its andent moat and dravbridge 
were perfeet within hia own recollection. The pariah ia 
divided into very sinall farms. The living is a rectory, in 
the g^ft of Earl Somer^ and the incotne arises from I£l 
■teres of land nasigaed in 1SI3 in lieu of tithes, and now 
valued at £1 per acre. The Rev, H. Faulkner is rector. 
ClerL, Thomas Nash, to whom is assigned a qnarler of on 
acre of land near the church in lieu of salary. The papula^on 
in 1S41 was 158; in 1851, 119. A cnrioas cubIoid prevails 
in this n^ghbourhood, but more espeaiaUy at Flyford Flavel, 
that when a wedding occurs, the neighbomv come at night 
to the honse of the newly married conple, and serenade 
them — not with music, bnt the firing of as muiy gans, 
pistols, and blunderbusaea, aa they can " beg, borrow, or 
steal ;" and even the gnve bnt eoeentric inoumbent of — — -^ 
has not disdained occasionally to bead the " popping " party. 
No marriage is believed to be duly oansnmmaled without 
this addition to the oth^ ci 



Mttitntnn aJtutitjiainii. 

^SS^OR can I report the state of this parish to be tnnch 
j^fiJB superior to that of its neighbour of North Piddle. 
0iSS^ I have heard much of the bad feeling which exists 
here between the clergyman aod hia flock, and of its canaes, 
bnt for obvious reasouB must refrain from entering into them. 
There was a congregation of about twenty posons only, besides 
a few Sunday school chitdren, attending the evening serriee, 
out of a populatioD of Hi. The church seemed naked and 
neglected, bnt that it had bean tenanted some time or other — 
by burds at least — plentiiiil proof was sprinkled about the old 
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dirty Beats. The inenmbent peribnned the entirs service in 
fifty muiDteB, inchidiiig a Bertnon uid a thanksglTnig for Her 
Majeety's tale deliTery from childbirth. Thie diecotinte (the 
senoon, I mcHn) was an admirahle one in its way, from the 
text of "Give an aotnont of thy ale wardship ;" and although 
eiceedingly brief for a pulpit cotnpoaitioii, it might be very 
beneficisUy published as a lecture to all unfaithful paators — 
to the man who, in recklees disregard of ordination tows, 
and of the knowledge that at hia hand will be required the 
Bonla of those entmited to hie care, leaves the aheep to waader 
whither they may — tlie man who Hres in coostont hostility 
with his parishioDcra — the man who 
" PeSatt Hit lii 

Whlkt, Ilka 

BimtBH tbg prlmnH path of dalliuM tnadi, 

ADd ncki not bti om n»d." 

No other feature of the service called for remark except 
the peenliar intonation of the clerii, which was so low and 
inaudible as to produce the suppouCion of his grnmblin^ with 
some yonngeter in the seat for having incautioDBly stuped 
on his com. The church was rebuilt aboat eighty years 
•go, but the old towHT remains. Mr. John Hnnt lent the 
anm reqiured for the pnrpose, and held the church land 
as a secarity — there b«ng in this pariah, fartonately, nine 
acres of huid appropriated to church repairs, otherwise 
it is not difficult to imagine what would now be tho state 
of that edifice. The new building requires no comment, 
bat the tower is a part of the old Btmcture, being Perpen- 
dicnlar in design. On the gradationa of its diagonal buttreeaeB 
Bie carved representatians of a bear, the symbol of Urso, 
vfao held the pariah under the Abbot of WesttninBter at 
the time of the Conquest. This Uiso is sud to have been 
BO great a tyrant, that it was commonly said, if any one 
mkbehaTed, "Tradator Urso," or "give him to the bear." 
Tliis " great bear " was, no doubt, as Mash supposes, a bright 
GODStellatioi). The toner is op«aed to the church by a kifty 
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arch, ehowing s good Ferpeodicnlar window in the west wall. 
The rest of the church is merelf im obtoog raam, tX mean 
character. There is a good old stone font, vhich has beea 
well cleaned and restored ; and in the tower ai« three belb — 
dates, 1674, 1676, and 1683, one being cracked. On the north 
wde of the church is a mnral moDiunent to Mr. Homfre; 
LittletoD, a gentleman of noble and voiihy descent, with 
whom Habingdon (the historiao) disagreed in his life-time, 
but was reconciled before bis death; he died in 1624, and 
tike ibllowing lines (now defiued) were inscribed: 






Vleldi la comiption till tfae d 
Id irmett health, impaRlAl R 



On dnth ba trlotniAi. ttHHigh tali oorpaa ben Uat, 
Not gIwI wilb modi, to ilesp tUl all kHk." 
On the floor of the chancel Sa an inscription to " Sarah, 
wife of Thomas Fnok, minister of tiiia parish " (1666). He 
was DO doubt the mioiater pot in by tho Puritans after the 
Ber. F. Sobinaon had been ejected (see below). The inscrip- 
tion is to the effbct that " She was a branch of tbe prosperons 
and hnmble, pnideut and pious lamil]' of the Terrets in 
Forthampton (GloucEstershire) — a pereon also of singubv 
modes^ and meekness ; in works of piety devout and serious ; 
of charity discreet and enlarged ; and of such a life as did 
both argue grace and teach it." (See remarks on a nmilar 
^itaph, versified and slightly altered, at Bishampton, rd. 2.) 
On the north wall of the chancel is a monument to Frands 
Robinson, rector, who, according to the Latin inscription, finr 
his fidelity to the king, was sequestered, but restored by 
Charles It. The following curious effu^on is insmbed on 
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the Blooe of Captain Andrew Wunbey, in the cbincd, of 
recent d&te. It is probable the c^tain was a wag> and 
being imbued with the ilemeet military sentiment, dictated tite 
lines hinudf daring life-time : 

'■ Hen 11a, rettred from worldlr deMb, 
An old oBlissr dI thf Inialldi, 
Who in the trvay ma barn ttod brad. 



One of the ancient Dineley fiunilj lies in the cbancel ; and 
on the north wall of the nave is a memorial tn tbe Rev. John 
Hiuit(1747). This gentleman was a member oF a good &mily, 
kMated here for two centuries or more, the present repre- 
sentattre of which is G. Hmit, Esq., the hoBpitable proprietor 
of the New Houae and of a Urge proportion of the pariah. 
NanntoD Conrt, a timber-frame atroeture probably more than 
two centuries old, ia at present occupied by a bailiff. Coulesdon 
Hall, the ancient moated numor-houee of the Lytteltona, is 
teoanted by Mr. G. Pearce. The rectory house, near the 
chnreh, another venerable timber structure, appears in a state 
of great dilapidation. The liiing is in the patronage of the 
crown; net income, £96; glebe, two acres. The tithes were 
commuted in 1771 for thirty-six acres of land, with a modus. 
Bettor, the Bev. W. Dannett. Clerk, William Perka. The 
pt^ulatitm has decreased Ihirty-two in ten yean. 
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jenSKETWEEN six and seven mites on the ETesham mad 
aHBJI (oifi Wyre Piddle), t. pretty lane on the left, over- 
SOSd! shadowed— but not gloomily so— bj tall trees, inTJlea 
the lover of the pictoreaqae to tack about in the direction of 
the above vill^e. At the end of the lane stands Wolverton 
Hall (in the pansb of Slonlton), the tnanaion of WiUiam 
Acton, Esq., a county and dtj magistrate. The honse was 
bnilt in the reign of Queen Anne, when so many unmeaning, 
eharao(«rieeB speiumena of arohitecture were erected; never- 
theleia then is abundant room in it for much qniet old 
English comfort^ and it was with regret I heard that the 
worthy owner had for some years reuded on the Continent. 
Worcestershire can ill spare the services of ooontry g«ltleiDen 
with buaiaeBa talents and mental qualifjcalions like theoe 
possessed by Hr. Aclon ; and should this little pablieation 
find itB way to Bruges, I may aipreHa, withoat imperti- 
nence, a hope that he will not much longer permit himself 
to be nombered with the aliBeateee. Mr. Acton is a zealous 
Bomaii Catholic, bnt I think I can promise that no one 
will dislike him as a neigbboor on that account* Wolverton 
Hall is not the aninent seat of the Actons, but came into 
their poaseaaion in oomparatively recent times. Acton Hall, 
near Ombeisley, it appears, was the original rendenee of 
the fomily in Saxon times — for the Adons, as indeed tlMir 
name denotes, can show a kmger pedigree than moet of oar 
aristocracy. 

Croeaing the park-like grounds you come to a metic plank- 
bridge, with a single hand-rail, leading over a Uttle alream 
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whlcli supplies tbe motive power to a mill, bard by. Tlieii 
a amall common only dirides yoa &Dm tbe village and its 
diminntiTB church, A long irregnUr row of cheerful looking 
cottages coDuecla the parHonage-bouse, at one end, with the 
church, at the other; between which also is a neat gravelled 
walk, finnhed and protected by shnibbeiy.' A wann, snnDy 
aspect bas this Dice little villafje aad the coiomoii whicb it 
overlooks, while tbe babbling brook and the cackling geese 
discourse to each other most maaically on the aweetneas of 
primrose banks and the delights of aiii«sCricted rights and 
priiitegee. Both church and village are (not arcbitectimlly 
■peaidag, of contsa) models in thdr way ; and seldom has 
it been my good fortone fa> note a more satia&ctoiy state of 
things than at Peopleton, in regard to those coDditions which 
exist between the clergy and the people ; in this respect how 
Btribing the contrast with the poor deserted parishes of 
Nannton Beanchamp and North Piddle 1 The neat and well- 
repaired ^pearance of the church, the cleanliness and decency 
of the grave-yard, the conduct of the sernces and the respectful 
demeanour of the parishioners — all attested tbe beneflcial 
influBoce of the Christian pastor — not one of the jovial pariah 
priests of Cowper and Ciubbe, who gave 

" To Oildi lh« mdriUiig, and lo feaits tbe niglit." 
nor to whom could be applied the old saw — 

" When tfa« tBwni sou muoh to tha lull, 
Ths poor parlihioDCTi go to the vail." 

Tbe present rector of Peopleton and Churchill — and I say 
it without " favour or affection," not even having the pleaaure 
of knowing the worthy incumbent, but simply from a desire 
to commend clerical fidelity whenever I find it ^ has not 
ceased, during tbe eight years of bis incumbency, either by 
example, iaSnence, or outlay, to benefit the parishes committed 
to bis care. Almost the entire improvements lately made at 
Peopleton were at his cost, since which be lus laid out a 
large sum in the renovation of the interior of Churchill church. 
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The SnndAy school >t Peopletoa ia likewise sapported to ■ 
great extent by the benevolence of ^e rector and his wife. 
JSn. Duielej hns wai-mly intereated Itci-Belf for the welfsre 
of the ohildren, and indeed her kindness end synipattay are 
in no small measnre inBuaitial Hmmghout the parish. More- 
over the able coadjutora by whose sasistance their exertions 
are go well seconded have not leee MthfuUy diHcborged their 
dntke. No one could have seen the assemblage of Sundaj 
scholars in the ehanoel, beard thor admirable responses (i> 
Scriptural qaeations, noticed their respectful behavionr, and 
die pleasing and efficient style of their part singing, without 
perceiving the hand of a master; all of which, 1 hear, is 
attributable to the aelf-denying and praseTering exeMiona of 
Mr, B. RickettB, of Worcester, who has fbr many y«Bn 
assisted Mr. Dineley in the parishes of ^letchley, Chnrohill, 
and Peopleton. The nnmber of sdiolars is forty-fbnr, wbe 
are entirelj' from the parish of Peoplebm. Nor shall the 
peculiar merils of the curate be nngung, for if Uiere is one 
individnal to whom, more than an; other, I feel grateful, it 
is the clergyman who will not persist in punishing one widi 
the dullest commoQ-places, dehrered in the sleepiest of all 
ways ; and although I by no means admire what Grattan 
calls " the noisy familiarity of the sectaries with thedr God," 
nor the heated atmosphere of that reli^us ecstasy which 
appears to be essential to the Uvea of some people, 1 imnnot 
endure, witbont great irascibility of mind, the wretched com- 
positions and lifeless " elocution " — if such a term can be 
applied — from which I am a very frequent anfferer. Lately 
1 read an anecdote to the effect that a clergyman, being 
applied to iu lees than a year after his appointm^it to pnt 
a stove in the church, asted how long his pTcdeeesBor bad 
been titere, and when answered — " Twelve years," he said — 
" Well, yon never had a fire in the church dnriag his time," 
" No, or," replied the applicants, bnt we had a firft in the 
pulpit." The excellent curate of Peopleton, on the Sanday 
of my visit, k^l (if not his pnlpit) at least the hearts of his 
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bearers warm with emotion aa he commeated on the Scriptural 
Durative of the ceatnrioD, *nd set np the feitb of the Roman 
officer as an example for modem ChriBtLanii. His reading 
WW olear and emphatic, his manner earaest, style chaste and 
effiaetive, and with a little correction of attitade he Till be 
aneiu:eptiouab1e. 

The church, which was renovated in 1860, is probably about 
fbur ceuturies old, except the littie brick tower rising above 
the vest end, which not many years ago replaced a wooden 
one ; and north of the chancel is a modem Teatry-room. 
The west wall of the church has two windows, with gtadoated 
huttresfies between, and the buttresacB at the angles are 
duplicated and set sqoare. The east window is of painted 
glass, and is to the memory of the wife of tbe Bo*. F. F. (^thrd 
Dineley, who died May 1, 1841 ; sevetsl other membeis of 
that andent family also net here. At the west end is a gallery, 
baring at its lower edge a carred strip, which was probably 
» remnant of the old rood-loft. There is an octagonal foat. 
The tower contains three bells, and underneath is the following 
notice, which ought to be placed in every belfry in the kingdom, 
•o aa if possible to pnt an end to the -scenes of drunkenness 
and desecration which frequently prevul on the oeoasi<ais 
allndad to: 

" Ttie tlngeni are st Hlwrt j to ring when Ihaj plewe, eicepling on the 

rollowing candiLiQiiA, DAmBl^-^hab bhert b« no boyi or rabbiA adioitted : 
Ibat there ba no drink takan Into lh« belfrj'; lliBt.lhF; sb^l not Bicaed 
the boor of ten o'clock, vltLlbA BicopLlonof Ike last n^t of tbe old year; 
Bod tbal the key a[ the belfty door Ih deliTercd np to Jobo ehminglon 
oa Ui^ leaving tlie chnrcb. Note : Tium ragulailMu an to 1m itrlctlr 
obKTied, otbvwiH tbe ringen will not be sUowad to anembl* in tbe 



The living of Peopleton ia valued at about £160. Kector, 
flie Rev. George Dineley, B J>., tiie representative of the ancient 
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Worcesterahire &iuily of that name. Curate, the Bev. Gieai^ 
Jenkin, M.A. Cleri^ Johp SherriDgton. Population in mil, 
316; in IHSl, 26e. Tha only residences of any note in the 
pBrish are the rectory and Norchard Hoose, the latter being 
the reudoiee of Edirard Goldmgham, Eeq^ who has reoently 
gone to reMde there. As I left this pretty secluded village, 
and took a lost view of its little church and quiet grave-yard, 
I oould not help aayiog vrith Dickens — 



i-liliiii Inniislittttj. 

%S8S^IKE many other parishes, aa Spetchley, Bengeworth, 
BsL jE Oddingley, CoQieridge, Himbleton, &.e., Upton derivei 
wIS^ its diatinotive appelhUioa of Snodshnry from its Saxon 
owner, Snodes ; at least it appoan thai a part of that pariah 
ms andmtly so called ; while the names of Upton Stephani 
and Uplon-juxta-SiKklBbnry were also used, perhapa &oid the 
drcnmstanoo of there being two or Bora manots, or paWB of 
manoTB, in the pariah. The abbots of Westminster and 
Persbore sabaaqnently had poBseeaiona here, which in the iaae 
of Henry YIII were granted Ut the Walsh and Sheldon 
&niilie«, and afterwards fell into the hands of the Coventrys 
and Lytteltons. The recMry was appropriated to the priory 
of Great Malvern, and at the dissolution of religious hooaea 
part becftme the property of Judge Berkeley. The present 
patron and vicar is the Bev. H. A, Greene. Value of living, 
£100. Population, 341, beiog an increase of one since 1811. 
On the morning of my visit to this chnroh, 1 fonnd, Id my 
regret, th^e wu no service, it being held tJtemately here 
and at Ciowle, wlueh living is also held by Mr. Greene. In 
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a room fitted up benettb the tower a. large number (perbaps 
forty) Suuday echolori were recdring their iDomiDg'B ioetruc- 
tkm from an apparently diligent master and miEtrcaa. The 
approaohea to the churchyard require improTement, one being 
op a ileep flight of iteps, and the other by a very maddy 
roadway. The church ia a large edifice, conaietiDg of chancel, 
nave, «ODtfa uale, and porch, and a tofty tower at the weatem 
end. The north vail and part of the chancel are Early 
Engliah, having lanceta and triple lights, while the east window 
>8 Decorated ; ttie chapel on the south ude is of later date, 
as also is the deieatory above, having «qnare-hended windowa. 
This part is bailt with sdilar, hut the rest of the church 
comiats of rubble, or flat, irregular, and unhewn stone. One 
of the buttresses supporting the east wall Hhowa a fissure 
which threatens to precipitate it into the road below. With 
this exception the chorch and tower eeem to be in tolerably 
good repur. The interior is whitewashed. The roof ia semi- 
dronlar, divided into bays by narrow ribs terminating in 
very small corbel-heads resting on a string coarse at the 
junction of the walls with the roof. The aisle is separated 
from the nave by four obtuse arches, and its roof is very 
Bat and low ; the c^itals of the pillars are ornamented with 
shields charged with crooaes, iwea, a chalice, hammers, a 
bairel, &c. In the east window of this aisle is some recently 
painted glass, repreBen^g a pelican on a coronet, ftc The 
prindpal entrance door is in the centre of the aisle, which 
mns the whole length of the nave. The doorway is nquare- 
headed, with depressed arch, the spandrils being occnpied 
with a rose and a shield ; and the porch is a large one, of 
brick. Long, thin, diagonal buttresses guard the angles of 
(he tower, going up to the parapet in no leaa than seven 
stages. There are six bells, one of which bears the following 
inscription : 

■ ' ContlHer, mu, jou who hen mH, 

Thit I 878 long HMJ ring for Ihee."— 1^3. 

The walla of this church were formerly covered with Scripture 
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sentences, which ara nov Dead; hid beneath the wbitewaeh. 
A great deal has been said and written M to this mode of 
decoration, and much ill-feeling has 1>een the consequence of 
the contTDversf , but, aa it appears to me, withont the shadow 
of a reason. The pointing of sentences on chnrch walls was 
originated by Proletiant r^ormen Ihemielvet, in the time of 
Queen Elizabeth, to supersede the superstittoos and iegendary 
paintings previously exhibited thereon, and which, with the 
statnes of saintB, angels, &c, then fell into great disrepute. 
It was thought that the exhibition of Scripture truths con- 
stantly before the eyes of the people might t«ad to foUet 
Tirtue and religion, being at the same time free irom the 
objection made to puntings and statuaiy, namely, that they 
promoted idolatry and the wor^ip of images. It is a some' 
what curious feature in the progress of rehgious oontroTersy, 
that the men who now revive the practice of sentenoe writing 
on the church walls, and thereby aim at carrying out the 
views of the Reformers themaeWes as opposed to the super- 
stitions of the oburob of Bome, are accuned of having a leaning 
towards her errors '. Such inconsistencies are begotten by 
party feeling I I disapprove of what are called Pos^te 
practices sa being unnecessarily plucked from the old chaos 
of cereoionialB in which they had long been entombed, and 
though perhaps many of them are harmless per le, yet are 
ftaught with mocb mischief when a whole nation watches 
them with jeaJousy as tiie straws which indicate the direc' 
tion of the current towards Rome. Nevertiieless, let not our 
opposition thereto be distinguished by a ridicnlous ignorance 
of history or fact or an utter lack of eommon sense. There 
is no good ground for condemning sentence writing, except 
when sncfa an antiquated text is used as to render it illegible 
and therefore usdess to the majority of those prasons for 
wliose benefit it is intended. 

In the cbancel are the tombs of the Rev. H. Greene (oUit 
ISOfi) and family ; he was formerly vicar of this parish and 
afterwards rector of Earl's Croome and vicar of Feclienham ; 
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of tbe Her. T. Pufces, a preriona rkar of thk pariih ; and 
« flat itone sUb to Richard Claridge, rector of Feopletoa, hia 
wife and son (1S76}. The itucriptJon on thia etone is eont^ned 
in the riniB of two ovak. Tbe old parochial chest haa on ita 
lid a drcle formed by the indaion of tiro concentric linee, in 
vhich are the uamea "ARRUEL GREENE oent. IOHN 
CALE CHTRCH WABDBm 1661." The fint letter of the 
name Airmel ia also enclosed in a small dnsle. A gentlemaa 
of the same oasie (Airmel Greene) was patron of tbe liring 
in 176S. The »od-tereen itill remains, and abore it ia am- 
pended a painting of the rojal aims, of the largest size and 
the mdesi desciiptiDn I bare yet seen ; it bears the initiab 
" QB " (which, howerer, is no certain indication of its date), 
also the inscriptioiis " For the king tnutetb in tbe lyiid, and 
tiuongh the mercy of tJie Most High be shall cot be mared," 
" Feaf God, honour y* king," &c. At the back of this screm 
U B small table of charities, dated 1 71 1 , " To be ^reu by 
the chnrchoBrdens on St. Tbomas's Day." Sereral donora of 
small sums are there mantioned, bnl I was particularlj stmck 
with the following : " Thos. Owen, of this parish, gate hit 
whole (uitfoncs, being /imr pound, to the poor of this parish, 
which the inhabitants hereof made np five poncd." At tbe 
west end of the sooth aisle stands the font, a handsome 
octagonal specimen, whiah requires scraprng and cleansing: 
on enob face is a subject — a rose, a head, an angel, a winged 
animal, &0q in qnatrefoila and octofoils. In the churchyard 
are the fbllowiug inscriptioDs : 

(On Alice AUfiott, 1716.) 
" Ms Ume it ipuii m; glH l< ran, 

Ai for Uw dead I have ber« pead 
Good <itu bB life, » wu ha aod." 
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The churohyard is BniTonaded bjr old timbered oottaget, 
■tingling ta though oti & commoQ. It b^ng a fine sniinj 
maming, the rilltigerg were oat of doors making the air Ti>oal 
with their made diacuBsioiLS and loud laoghter ; tm old broken 
pair of Blocks stood near the ahorch steps — a irith«red 
mEanenlo of past generations ; and inalaad of a yew tree (the 
lack of which I do not remember to liaTe witnened before 
tn anj' andent chuichj'ard) there is here an immensely large 
aycamore. I am informed that a piece of land, abont twenty 
acres, was given (whea the parish was enclosed) in an allotment 
for ^le repair of the church, the vicar and chnrcbwardenB 
being tmsteee. The vicar has cansed this to be let to the 
poor S8 field gardens, and I am glad to find that the renta 
are regularty paid, aod that this beDaralent arrangement ia 
fbmid lo work very BucceHsfally. This pariah ww rendered 
DotorionB about a century and a half ago by a double murder. 
On the oigbt of Nov. 7, 1707 (I quote from Nash), Mis. 
Palmer, of Upton Snodsbury, and her maid servant, wra« 
murdered, and her house burnt, by part of a gang of desperate 
villains, at the bead of whom were Mr. Palmer, htr only ran, 
and Mr. Syiuonds, whose eisler Palmer bad married. They 
were both persons of some proper^. Palmer was poasesaed 
of an estate of near £200 per snnnm, and £740 in bonds, &«• ; 
and Symonds was descended from Justice Symoads, who was 
a zealous &iend of Oliver Cromwell, and entertained him at 
tuB own house tbe night before the battle of WorceBler. The; 
were hong in ehaina for this morder ; Hobbins and Allm, 
two of the principals, VBre also hang. By the death of Palmer, 
a lease of a portion of the tJthes of Sheriff's Lenoh and tat 
estate at White Ladies Aston were forfeited to Dr. Lloyd, then 
Bishop of Worcester, the former valued at £36 a year, the 
latter at £30. His lordship, unwilling lo receive the price 
of blood, gave both eatates to charitabie naee, the latter to 
found a Bohool at Worcester {rtill failed Bishop Lloyd's sehool), 
the former to pay £5 a year each lo the curates of Bengeworth, 
Chnrch Lencb, and All Saints, Evesham, the i 
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dottae poor boyi taaghC Id the Eobool befnre-sientianed. About 
this tims HoendoiuineiB was Teiy preralent in this eount;, 
Mpecially in the Vale of Evesham, where penona of eoDeiderabla 
property led very absndoaed lives, and tyrannised over their 
inforior neighbour* : the gentlemen I allade to were Six Joha 
DIaelej (see the chapter on Cropthome), Sir Robert Jaaon, 
Sir William Keyle, Mr. Eazlewood, and many othen. 



35r0ug!itDti Sotkdt. 
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^WC^ the impiMNbility of uying much about it. The 
population ta but 133 (a decrease of twenty-one wnce 1641), 
a large proportion of whom are engaged in iime-bnming, 
then b^Dg a conridenble qnantit; of limeetone In the parish. 
' The histoty of the place is chequered only by the rarions 
names of its auecauTe owd«« ; *iid no fi^t of the slighteat 
oooaequenoe, that I am aware of, is recorded oonoening it, 
except an entry, irtiioh ia sud by Nash to be in the pariah 
leg^ater (which, however, I have not seen), setting torth tiat 
in the reign of Qneen Anne the mmister of this pariah was 
tried, eonvioted, and executed, tor b^lung his shepherd's boy 
in on oven 1 

The chuich ia amply a small oblong building, with wooden 
bell-oot It has ceeently been renovated — apparently almost 
raboilt as well as repewed. It has a neat Perpendicular east 
window of three lights, and a Decorated WMtern window of 
two lights, sqnare-headed windows of two lights in the side 
walls, and a new atone porch. A table of eharitiee is suspended 
on the wall, trtnn which it appears that Thomas Qould and 
John Cnna, the churchwardens for the year 1613, gave by 
deed, in the eleventh year of James I, * mMsoage called 
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tbe Church Home, with l&nd adjoioiDg, b^g sixty feet by 
thirty, two half acres of land adjoining northward to a furlong 
of Joha Bridges, then of Abberton, also other pieces of land, 
for repairing the chnrch, bridges, and highways, and fbr the 
reUef of the poor, to be distributed in every Easter week. 
William Yeardley, Thomas Croes, and William Hirst, alto left 
benelaotiom fbr the poor. The folly of bequeathing funds to 
be divided among mch mnl^arious objects aa the above is 
DOW pretty oleariy demonstrated bom the history of Mr. Hail's 
lega^ to the church, bridge, and other purposes, at Upton, 
snd the mischievous detoys, and the litigation, to which it 
baa given rise. The principal manammtal records in this 
church and small bnrying-gronnd are those of the Bridges, 
a &nuly wbiah has been localsd in this parish and neigh- 
boorbood for several eenturies. The name is probably derived 
from Bioges, in Flanders, whence tbej originally spmng. John 
da Bnigea was a Dontemporary and helpmate of Edward III, 
in Ms wan with the French, and if not so notorious as the 
bmoaa Artaveldt, of Ghent, lent a not impuissant arm to the 
English monoreh. 

Notwithstanding it wss a cold day in Febmsi7i the door of 
the ehuroh was kept open daring the serrioes — an arrangement 
which, however nncongenial to " hot-house plants " from the 
dty, seems to agree very well with the hardier inhabitants 
of viUages. I have known some mral folk who are never 
decidedly h^py unless they ore in a straight lina between two 
open windows or doois, and I once heard of a country preacher, 
who bwng much annoyed by those who kept dropping in after 
service bod ooaunenced invariably clowag tbe door after them, 
at length vociferated to one of the offenders — " Friend, do 
for gDodMM mlt« let that door be open, I believe if I was 
preachiug in a bottle you would put the cork in I " 

When tlie rector of Bronghlon Hockett sseended tbe pulpit 
he onnomiced to the oongregation tiiat inatead of preachiug a 
sermon he should read a homily to them, cenuvldng that gutdi 
was la aooordance with tb« cnslon of the cbnreb ever uuoe the 
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lime of Elizabeth, and that the original intention of thne 
ootawmiJ leadiDgs «m to giTo the people an opportonit; of 
JDdging fbr thelliBelY«B trhether their minister'H naual teaclung 
waa in aooordance with the fixed standard of ehurah doctrine 
as exonplified in the boolu of homilies. The adrantages of 
snch a practice aie bo obvioos as to be vorthy the ooouderation 
of eveiy olergyman. Some of oar forefatheni had carious 
scruples about this homily reading. During the pereecntioD of 
the Noncoiifbnnists, in the reign of Elizabeth, John Penry was 
imprisoned for his " exeorable heresy " in asserting that mere 
readers of homiliee were not preachers 1 Of coarse we moat 
admit that it is not preaching, but it is equally certain that 
in many casea it would prove an excellent substitute for the 
sorry compoedtions which are digniSed by the name of Bermoos. 
An old olergyman once accidentally slipped his sermon through 
a srerice in the pnjpit, aad being unable to rescue it, soothed 
bis anditory by obseniDg — " My brethren, I hnTe lost my 
sermon, but I will read you a chapter in Job umrA ten af it." 
And so with regard to homiliee, for however dry they may 
be, or ontiqaated in style, ^ey are infinitely to be preferred 
to some sermons which I bare been compelled to heur. 

Wbeatley, in bis work " On the Common Prayer," saye — 
" The homilies mentioned in the rubric are two books of 
plain sermons (for so the word agnifies), set out by public 
authority, one whereof is to be read upon any Sunday or 
bolyday, when there Is no sermoo. The first Tolume of 
them vae set out in the begimiing of King Edward Vl's 
reign, having been composed (as it is thought) by Archbishop 
Cnamer, Bishops Ridley and Latimer, at the beginning of 
the Refomuitioa, when a competent number of ministers, of 
sufficient abilities to preach in a public congregation, was 
not to be found. The second volume was set out in Qoeen 
Elizabeth's time, by order of Convocation, A.D, 1563. And 
thftt this is not at all contraiy to the practice of the andeat 
ohnreh is evident fcom the testimony of Sixtus Sinensis, who, 
io the fourth book of his Library, soith ' That our countiymaa 



^iT,Coo<^[c 



200 

AlcuiniiB collected and reduced into order, by the comnuuid 
of Charies the Great, the bomiliei of the most funone dootora 
of ibe church upon the Gospels, which were read in churches 
all the year round.' He saTS they vere all in namber 209; 
bat Trhere that work lies hid ia not known." 

The living of Broughton Haokett ia a rectory in the gift 
of the Lord Chaneellor, value aboat £80. Rector, Rev. H. M. 
Shemood. Clerk, Thomas Holt. 



ftnftan /lijfnrL 

UFT&N while pasung oa the Worcester and Alcestar 
E road have I slopped to admire the pteaaing aapect 
K of thia little church, aa it stands on flie top of ui 
which gently slopes apward from the road. It ia 
one of those placra which, from their very pleasantness, 
beoome fixed in the mind's eye, and ever afterwards remain 
M iandraariiB of the memory. The name of Flyfbrd, it seenia, 
WOH attached to the parochial deaiKOaUon of Crrafton, from a 
brook which runs near to it, and dialiagujahea it from Grafton 
near Bramsgrove. The village is very small, containiag only 
a population of 2I'l, being a decrease of fifteen in tlie last 
decade of years. The livmg is a rectory. Inoome, £270. 
The tithes were oommuted for land and a money payment in 
1779. Patron, Lord Coventiy. Reoti^, the Hon. and Rev. 
W. W. C. Talbot. Curate, Rot. Henry William Covoitry. 
Clerk, William Prioe. 

The church has a chancel, nave, with north ch^Mil, and 
weetenl tower; all is of Perpendicular worli, except soma 
portions ot the wall bases, which are Early English. The 
chapel was the burial place of the Bakers, who lived at Hill 
Conrt; and here tiiere is a low sepulchral recess and tre&ril- 
beaded lancet windom. In the soatb wall of the chancel 
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■re klao trefoil-headed opeoinga. The king's anns put up in 
bxint of the ireet galleiy are dated I6S7. On the roof of 
the nave, cloae to the chancel arch, is a aeries of wood 
paneUiog, contuning painted represenCaUoDS of the enn and 
stara, the panelling terminating with large emblems of the 
ETBDgelists. There are ux bella, all coat in 1676 ; they are 
thos inscribed : 1, "Jesna be our good speed ; Qod save tlie 
King." 2. " All pnuae and glory to God for ever." i, " John 
Martin of Worcester, hee made wee, bee it knowne to all that 
doth wee see." 5, " Wee wish in Keren theer sonla may iring 
that cans'd as six here (or to ling. Amell Doxly." 6, " All 
men that hear my roring soiud repent before f on Ij in gronnd." 
Among the inwriptions <Hi the grave^rtones is the fdlowing : 

" BehoM Uh lUent gmn nfaa-e now he lliw, 
'Wbam death nutchcd off to oar grsst lurpriH i 
Bat to our Joy ha in bb deadi vu Jiut, 

In the chancel are bmied the SConehalls and Derhys, and 
there is a long Latin inscription to Rogems Stouhallus, 
who (with Sir John Grafton) founded a school here, and died 
in leifi. The table of bene&ctiDna sets forth that Sir John 
Qrafton gave one honse, called Child'e Place, with land in 
Woodhonae End Fields, and one pieoe of ground called the 
Stockinip, containing aboat aix acres, and also about seTen 
aerea, being in North Piddle Fields; the rents to be dirided — 
one moiety towards a school, and the other to be divided, 
the one-half towards repairing the chm^h, and the other 
half to be given to the poor of the said parish. Mr. Roger 
Stonehall gave £100, which purchased one close of land in 
Woodhouse End, containing about eight acres, for the " miun- 
toiance of a uhoolmaster to Instruct poor men's children, 
that have no laud, gratia." Also Mr. Roger Stonehall gave 
die rent of one house and close in Woodhouse End, to he 
yewly distribnled to two of the oldest poor people to be 
chosen by the ehorchwardens and three of the best and 
ablest panshioQen. Mr. WiUinm Dugard gave one acre of 
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land in Woodhouee Ead Field, tho rmt to be divided — 
oae maiety towurds a schooi, sod the other between Uie 
poor oF the parish and the repur of the chnreh. Abo 
Mr. W. Dngard gave £Si. 10b., the iotereM to be ^lea to 
the poor youiy. Mn. Elizabeth Sole;, vidow, gave £Z for 
the Bune purpose. Hrs. Bridget Darb]r gare £10 in like 
maimer. Kev. George Harria, rectcff id Girafton Fiyfotd, in 
1719, gave 2Db. yearly out of a l«aow in Woodbotue End, 
called Bookey'a Leaaow, to be ^veo at the eburch on Sundays, 
in bread, not exceeding fia. on any one Sunday. And after 
the deiermioatloa of the term of DiDety-nine years the nid 
Isasow to be given to the rector and churchwardena for the 
residue of hia lea^e of two thousand years (paying then 
yeariy two-pence chief-rent if demanded), in trust for the 
ose oF the poor, and the rent of the said leaaow to be laid 
out in bread. This lease having now run oat, the property 
belongs to the parish. Abo Mr. Goorge Harris gave a stable 
by the chorohyard to hia successors, the rectors of the parish. 
Mary George, widow, gave 20s., the inlereet to be given in 
t^ead on Christmas Day, by the church wardens, to poor widows 
or btharleas children. Andrew Baker, Esq., of Hill Court, 
gave 20a. to the poor, to be paid out of his estate at Flyfbrd 
Flavel, yearly &r ever, and given in bread at Easter by the 
minister and churchwardens. 

Mary George's charity has never been paid during tiving 
memory, and Elizabeth Soley's has also been lost. The total 
yearly receipt of bequests is now £S7, of which £14 is divided 
between the church repairs and the school, and £23 is paid 
to the Diaster of the school, Mr. Lamb. There are between 
seventy and eighty children in the day schools, including many 
scholars &om VM adjoining parishes, and in the Sunday achools 
there is an average attendance of twenty-five. 
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MStjCBOUT a mUe oat of the town of DroUwich is the 
8 i3 K andeDt church of SL Peter, being one of the pariah 
iCIB^C ohnrchea of this eiteoBiTe borough. It hw a cbnacal, 
UTe, north and aoatli ohapde of tranBept, and tower it the 
west end. T^ oldest part of the Btructnre belongH to the 
Norman period. Of this stjle is tbe ahancel arch, which is 
■emi-drcnlar, and supported b; duplieated shafta with cushioD 
capital. The chapel arches are pointed, but that on the Booth 
aide is supported by a Late Nanoan pier, the shaft of which haa 
a capital moulded in volute Awhion, being an iDtereating 
speoimea of tba transtion from the stiff and rigid forms of the 
NomuD style to the more gracefol foliation of the subsequent 
periods. Some porUona of the walls are also Nonnsa, but 
there are specimoia of ever; succeeding style in lh» windows 
and other parts of the building. In the south wall of the nave, 
exteriarly, are traoee of pointed archee, as though it had been 
intended to add an uste. The tower is of the Perpendicular 
or fifteenth century style, is of two stages, with thiu diagonal 
buttreAses. There is a handsome Perpendicular window in the 
west wall of the tower, and clerestory lights in the nave. The 
internal roof of the nave ia flat, being wooden square panelling, 
taslefnlly decorated with the Tudor flower, and is supported 
by oorbels. On the flat roof of the aoath chapel is a large head 
of Christ, carved as a boas. In the same chapel is also a 
trefoil-headed ^wiiia. At tba time when I saw this edifice it 
was in a sad slate of disfigurement : old windows were slopped 
up, and superseded by others of strange shapes ; an organ 
gallery and Uera of ohildlen's seats shut oot the view of the 
weetern window ; the walls and monuments were smeared with 
whitewash and defaced ; and the structure was here and there 
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pieced oat witli brick and bolstered ap with Bboddng buttrasea. 
It waa thus rendered ■■ nwightljr, by the lue of diMordaiit 
materialg sad wretched taste, aa it ia ptwaibla to concave. 
Not tbat I object to a brick church, if no bett«r inaterial 
can be had. Bat Bnrely the dej^erate repairers of this 
church enjoyed as easy an access to the use of stone as did 
their anontOTB seven centories i^ ; moreover, they required 
but a small quantity of that article as compared with vhot 
must have been used in the erection of the t^orch, and 
hence the mutilation of a tine old stone edifice with patches 
of brick was another proof of the unseemly ptywmony of the 
■ge fram which we are happily eme^ing. One of the Roman 
empcaon boasted that he found Rome bnilt of brieb, and 
left it marble. Dor aneeelarB built the temples of God with 
the beat malerialg they had ; we now too often find them 
of lath and plaster, and all kinds of tricks and deceptions 
need to ohott the eye, save the pocket, and to hand 
down to posterity — that is, if such buildings ontlast a 
genention — a miserable monnment of a selfish, Godlese, 
wealth-accumnlating race. But now, happily, the work of 
renovation in this church has been oompleted ; and by 
the liberal donations of the neighbouring nobility and gentry, 
together with the large unsolicited offerings of friends, 
the coHt of the restorations, wlucfa amounted to £450, has 
been defnyed, without leaving any debt The church waa 
reopened in October, 18S3. A new east window has been 
inserted, and three Norman windows in the north wall of 
the chancel reopened, and filled with Bt^sd glass by Holland, 
of Warwick, given by a friend of the vicar. A beautifal 
window of atuned glass in the soDth transept has been pre- 
sented by Mr. Mott. The chancel floor was raised four steps, 
and the part within the rails laid with Minton's tiles. Organ 
and gallery at the west end were taken away, and the 
ibmier placed in the north traiiBept ; a neat httie vestry 
replaced a mo«t unsightly bnilding which formerly oconpied 
It* idl« ; the pewB were all bwered ; and punting^ vi 
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efaiselling, «id glimng, hire been applied with the very 
beat effect. The priiuupaJ part of the work vaa by Mr. 
3. Silrock, builder, Dniitwicb, after dnvwinga bj Mr. P. C 
Uudwick, A Htone pii]pit, beaotifally designed and elaborately 
Oured, WM pieeeated by a Udy in the parish u a memorial 
of her husband ; a rich erimson altar-cloth is also a donation j 
M are a brua palpit deek, an oaken communion table, and 
a BBt of linsn for tbs communion aerrice. The font, which 
ii a cuTtooB qiedmen of the period of James I, when Byzantine 
arehilectuTe fiiat became common, has been raised, and some 
interesting old tiles of the Tudor date, which had been found 
ia the chancel and other parts, arranged ui patterns around 
it. But the moat valuable relic of antiquity G>and here is a 
piece of stone, with a cross on it, which onoe formed part 
of the high altar. Before the Reformation these altars were 
mailed with five crossce, lo symbolise the fire wounds of 
Christ. Members of the families of Brace, Wythe, Wylde, 
and Nash, lie in this chnreh. The loBt-mmed occupy the 
chancel, and their dates extend from 1618 lo ISl], including 
the rehct of Dr. Treadway Rnasell Nash, whom she survived 
but fbnr months; her monument was erected by Lord and 
Lady Somers (her daughter). Of the above funily was John 
Nash, alderman of Worcester, who was buried at St. Helen's 
church in 1662, and where his monament and efflgy still 
remain. He founded a hoapilal, and left many other charities. 
In the north chapel, under an arch, on a mural monument, 
is the recumbent figure of Serjeant Wilde, in his scarlet 
robes and coif, with a scroll in Ins hand, leaning with his 
left hand on a cushion. He died in IGlfi, aged sixty-six. 
This bos been restored by Earl Delaware, one of whose 
ancestors married the last heiress of tba Wj'ides. Here 
likewise I noticed inscriptions to the Rev. Roger Wiliiams, 
" long known to the parishionera for his Christian virtues " 
(died 1791); JohnWiUiams.hia son, brevet-major (died 1843); 
N. G. Petro, Esq., who, after leaving a variety of bequesta, 
bequeathed £21 te the girls' Sunday school, and £850 to 
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the \myt' school (died 1794} ; and Hr. Charlea ForteoinK^ 
town olerk of Droitwich in 1736, tud Us liuuily. In the 
dmrchyard wu pointed oat to me an dm tree which grows 
over the reauins of Captain Eruu, one of the Oddbigley 
murdereis, and ekne b; is a stone to Catharine Banks, who 
was related to one of the parties concerned in that crime. 
It was said that do reoord was put over the oaplun's grave, 
froin an (qipTehension that popular furj would have avenged 
itself on hia remaina. 

The living is a vicarage, vahie £\60. Patron, Eari Sonera. 
Inonmboit, Rer. WOliani Lm. aerfc, H. Priddey. 

The pariah regiMer begins in IMi. In 1661 is the following 
entry : " Efiubeth, dauglitcr of John Higgins, was presented 
to the toiniBter, as baptised b; the midwife before formally; 
as was testified by divera Uiai present ; and broaght by 
godhthen and godmoUieis, who in the child's name did 
undertake for ber Christian profession." In this parish are 
the Coventry charity (see p. 140, vd. 1) national and infiiut 
schools, &e. The papulation is 812, including the inmaieti 
of the Coventry Charity Hospital; in 1841 the population 
was but 703. 



lamrbolt. 



SISaiKN the year 1841 the population of tbis parish was 
miji fiAy-fbur; in 1851 it hod been reduced to thirty- 
^tUSliX four ; but it now amounts to fifty-aix. There are 
but Sve houses in the parish, beside the rectory and mill, 
and there is no living recoUectioo of a labourer's cottage 
having been ui existence here, No tear, however, is enters 
tuned of the total desertion of the village, as the laud is 
too good not to find ready cultivators, and the living is 
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worth some £250 a year. Some diffiool^ irDiild occaskiiully 
be experienced in muiteriDg a coDgregation, were it not tor 
the assistaooe of a few Omberaley people, to whom, in 
summer time, a two milee' gtrotl ocmas soma rery pleaaant 
fields is an agrseaUo preparacive for dirine BerTJee ; but 
during winter it is more than probable "a beggarly account 
of empty beuchea ^' distinj^iBliGB this little edifioe, if indeed 
the good rector and his cleik are not often reduced to the 
nme dilemma with the great anatomiet. Hunter, when, in 
bis first lectore, he desired his man to place a akeklon by 
bia side, that be might wiUi proprie^ address the audience 
in the plural number, as "geotlemen." Indeed, between 
this parish and Ombetsley there would be a good case for 
the opersUoo of the Sub-division of Parishes Bill, shonld 
it ever beoome law, ^ce a considerable population of the 
latter Tery wide-spreading parish IWe much nearer to Dover- 
dale church than to their own. But if the sphere of nsefnliiess 
aud the field for fame and populanty, which iie before the 
moumbent, be somewhat limited, he baa at leaM a Gonnter- 
voiling sotis&ctioD in perceiving that his reoponnhilitieB are 
in pmportioD — that there ore no vestry squabbles to oontend 
with ^ no ana-church rate party, (ermenting the polish — 
DO bstUing with the hydra of disBOlt — that the Cure ot 
■onls is no great task in a parish where every house may 
be viinted in one morning's call — and, finally, that tiie 
emolnmenta are more than equal to tbe valne of the services 
required. The worthy clerk himself seemed to partake of 
the ht^py infiaences which such a comparative sinecure 
cannot fiul to dispense, aa he spoke to me of the qnietude 
and tranquillity of their miniature parish : 

"4b, hsppj ra»n! hlj little world eitsndi 



Xhe desoiption of the little church at Doverdale ia soon 
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gireo. It hu a dutocel aad Dave, vith wooden bell-turret ; 
the windows are square-headed, except one or two bhuII 
Norman lights, r^es of the old structure. The old poroh 
ou the south ude has been turned Into a yeetry, and a new 
door opened at the west end. By an inacriptjon in the 
chnrch it appeuB that it was repewed and painted in 1832-3, 
the vestry formed out of the poreh, and a gallery erected, 
together with a new pulpit, reading-deak, floor, &c., the 
eipeoBe being defrayed bj anbaoriplion. The late Mr. 
Egiulon gratuilonsly designed and superintended tiiese altera- 
tions, and also presented a new stone font The rector has 
recently caused a chancel arch of stone to be put up m 
pUce of a wooden beam which did duty preTioualy. The 
chancel has been laid with Minton's tiles ; open eeata, with 
Jleur-de-!it finials, and new altar-rails erected ; the old 
masslTo octagonal font (which had been superseded by the 
■null new one above referred to) replaced ; and the pulpit 
moved ont of the chancel and reduced to a reosonable raze. 
There are in the chancel two modem braasea, one to the 
memory of' Sarah, wife of the Rev. Thomas Oldham, rector, 
who died February 14, 1814; and another, with floriated 
cross, to die memory of the wife of the Bev. George Lacden, 
rector, who died in 1837. There is also a mural tablet to 
the memory of the Rev. Thomas Oldham, who was rector 
of Doverdole upwards nt twenty-three yean, and died in 
1831. There are three bells in the little turret, bearuig 
inscnptions, " God be our good speed," " Ora pro nobis," 
sundry initials, and the date of 1616. 

The living is m the ^ of the Oldbom &mily. Rector, 
the Rev. T. G. Cortler. Cierk, Edward Cook, for whom 
William Davis acta as deputy. The tithes have beai com- 
niDted for £200, and the glebe comprises thirty-nine ture*, 
with a house. There is a small Suoday school hdd at the 

Near the church is Stone House, an ancient-looking abode, 
in the occupation of a bailiff for Ur. Williams, of the HilL 
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Nothing else attracted nj notioe except a gipa; " Bettlement " 
in a lana le&ding to Droitwich. The tents vers u black aa 
the cerements of a mummy; and whil« some oF the little 
ragged inmatee were intently watchiog my approach, with 
their disbeTelled heads thrust from hotea id the canTas, 
(wo other icfaote were puddJiog amongsl the mud by the 
nad-aide— 

*' Bimng, ju good u sold. Id the gDtttf, 
A- nuking or UtUe dlit-^H." 



EXORDSWORTH, in one of hia meet pathetig poema, 
S de«eribea the effect produced vpoa a country gii4 
X hy the notes of a thmah chirping from ita cage 
■t the comer of a street iu London. The girl was trsnaportBd 
in an instant to the home of her childhood, and resBsnmee 
her eady happy innocence. Ver; mmilar are the feeliogs 
mgendered by the first conntry waUi we take in spring 
time. The glowing thoughts and intense admiration which 
were flret awoke in childhood's mind by the oontemplstion 
of Terdsnt Gelds and badding trees and hedgerows are ones 
more revived, and with mndi of their earliest freshness too ; 
while our everyday senee of sin and sorrow, of sicknesa and 
difficoldes, aeema hashed and in abeyance — "so gradous 
and so hallow'd is the time," It has ^waya seemed to me 
a most delightful reflection that whoever receives pleasure 
in beholding the beautiful creation around na is participating 
in that divine act of complacency with which God himself, on 
first beholding this newly created system, pronounced it to be 
Tery good. There is aomething rapturous in the conscious- 
DeM that we are engaged in a mental exercise which the 
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great Father of the Tmiverse hss HimsdC ni 

rejoiee in, and thAt our exaltation ia His works is n moet 

accepttble tribute of pr^e to Him who called them into 

Hirch is nmially the month which Erst becbons me forth 
to the fields and coontry knes, far although it has an old 
eatablished cbaracter for roughneas and niicoogeDialit]r, there 
are freqaentlj calm and suim; perioda in wluch it gives 
promise of brighter dajv to come. In the present year of 
grace (1853) this, the first of the spring months, was charac- 
terised by drought, and an all-pervading dnst, which swept 
thiongh the streets like the simoom of the desert, penetrated 
doors and windows, nostrils and eyes, or lay deceitfully on 
hedge and highway, til), aa if by concert, it saddenly arose 
in dense clonda, and, after throwing its mantle over the 
passer-by, rolled away majeetically into dissolntioii, or dividing 
into detachments, chased each other with sportive activity, 
wrestled, twisted, amalgamated, and was only laid to i«et 
agun from sheer exhaustion. I took to the fields and the 
canal side, and watched from a distance the pranks of the 
pulverous squadrom, high op in ur. 

Hf. Galton's beaatifnl gronnde, ia which Hadsor chorch 
stands nestling close to the mansion, are situate about a 
mile from Droilwich. The worthy proprietor, I was told, 
was gone for a three years' tonr on the Continent, in pursuit 
of a more 'genial climate and variety of scenery. As I 
passed undiecked through the gardens which led by the 
house to the church 1 could not help wondering how a 
gentleman could msbe up his mind voluntarily (o abandon 
BO cbanmng a spot, and leave fbr so long a "time the family 
manairai with its blinds down, looking all so melancholy 
and deserted, with a yard dog and a couple of aervaQts 
only to repreewt the absent head of the house and defend 
his property. 

This manor passed !□ enccession through the hands of 
the Fitxwarrens of Wyke, the Earis of Warwick, the crown. 
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mnd the PaldngtaiH ; Sir J. PaldDgton (who vaa knighted in 
the iwBDtj-Bxat year of Elizabeth) sold it to NicholM Lewkner, 
who aidowed out of his eatatea hare an almBhoiue at Alvechoriib. 
The manor ib«a dcuended to John Copley, and afierwarda, 
by purchaae^ to the Amphletts, who hved bere from the 
time of Jama* I, and were deaceoded from a good and 
andeot family at Salwarpe. Mr. Oalton bought the pro- 
perty some few yean ago (rem the Ii«v. Bicfaard Holmdan 
Amphlett, the late rector, who then purchaaed Wicbbold 
Ball, where he died, and where hia aoD, Biebard Paid 
Amphlett, Esq., now reaidee. The preaent tnauaion, Hadaor 
Hooee, is modem, and oommanda eztenaiTe viewa of richly 
raried aceDery. 

The church ia of the Decorated giyle, and haa been 
tolerably well reatored, It haa only a nave and ohan«el, 
with a new leetiy on the north dde, and a wnall obkmg 
torret, or tower, at the west end, for bella ; nndemeatli 
which is the perch. The roof is t^ien, and a large Tttriely 
of grotceqne and moiutroua corbel-heads, diarply and 
cleverly carved, serve to amosa if not aetonish the looker- 
on. The only way lo aceotmt reaaonably tat theae hideona 
productions in our churches ia, that they were originated 
in an age when the people were taught thraogh iconography, 
picture*, and carvings ; these heads no doubt being intended 
as impersonatione of vices and bad passicais, and thua to 
show the defoimity of sin. The windows (iriiich contain 
some modem stained glass) have monldings tenninating 
above in finials ; these Sniala enter the oomice, which 
eonaiHts of four-Ieaved flowers placed at regular intervala on 
the top of the w^ externally. The oat window haa some 
elegant tracery, but nearly one-half of the window is stopped 
up by a board contsintng the creed, the Lord's piayer, and 
the commandmenle. The traceries of the windows all differ 
in pattern. There are candied recesses on e«ch side of 
the commanion table, and a pisdna orocketted and finiaUed. 
On the north side of the nave is also a canopied recess of 
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rather mmsiul character, in the large Bnr&es of curiaiiB 
traoei7 it exhibits on the wall abovs its arch and beoeath 
its finial. This receaa vaa probabljr the sepalchral tomb 
VMei at Easter in former days in the representation of the 



To Bhow the manneT in which this fettiTity was celebrated 
in the olden times, the followiog inTentoir of the fomitiire 
far the " Easter Sepulchre," at St. Mary's church, Biistol, 
will serve. It should be premised that the sepalcbre, or 
tomb, vas placed in the recess (which is stilt found in many 
of our old chorchee) ; the crui^fix was placed in the sepulchre 
on Good Friday, and watched till Easter Daj, when it was 
taken out. The document is as follows : 

" Me<- That HsyUa Cbdjdku twtb deljMed tha miW^ot Jute, 
la Ibe jvn it oat Lorda ItlO, to lltiu' Nlcholai PjcUu, Ticar ol 
Jtodcllf, Hdj^hi ContHTn, PlwUp Bgrtbwww. ud John Siowna, pro- 
Gunton {!) oT St. Haiy BedelU bjfoRHid. a n«w upolcn well gUU wilb 
Ijiw golfle, aniJ a ce»M IlMnlo. 

all the ordTnuDca that longeUi (hento, that li to m;, ■ latb Diide of 

item tbcKto Hon^th Hevyn, mwlB of t^b', and Btejpned dothw. 

of >1IJ ('l3|. 

Item iUJ (4) knfgiitee armed kHpyn^B Ihs lepulcrg «!th tfaelr v«p;RU in 
Ih^rhwdi, Uiatte toiej.l][S)ip«e>wlttalJI!)FaTya. 

ItsD UU (4) pajT of angeli' vhfngBi for UiJ 11) ingelimide of Ijmli' 
and w*Ilpe;nled. 

Item tbe flttdder lb* avimt and vtuge the ball wllb a atme Bpan, nsU 
gtlta with tyna goldg. 

£t£m the Holj Goeto ijomjng onte of Hevyn ^to tha iapulcra 

lum lODSjng to th« lit] (() aagelb illf (t) dievalan." 



By an inscription in the church it appears lliat the si 
was repaired and the accomntodatioD increased by the erection 
of a gallei7 in 1833, by which fbrty-ux additiooal nttings 
were obtuaed, and, in conseqaenee of a grant from the 
Incorporated Society, thirty-^ght of that number were free, 
in addition to seventy-nine appropriated aittinga forroerl; pro- 
vided. Most of the vaults in the church are occopiad by the 
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Amphletta (the Galtona having a new and costly tomb or 
ehameUhousa in the cborchyard) ; and to one of these (Wm. 
Amphlett, who died ia 17S8] is the foljowiog inscription : " Ha 
was a patron of tbia church, whom it were ncpardonabla to 
la; down in silence, and of whom it is bat jnetico to infoim 
poeteri^, that, as a bneband, (iuher, and friend, he was a 
patten worthy of imitatioii. Id the churchyard ia the followiDg: 

" Alio S fool en tbe NorUi ilda Ijeth ths bod; M Santa YeBtai, lAe 
KU Ibe dooour of (tali itoiw i she died Oct. 37, 1733, tgei M— 
Although bias BCBDdik hars bBBn nw on her dm life wai ipmt, 
God will those pertoiu Jaotlj Jud^, end ckar tba tonocent." 



Ana dnt the III 

Foe dud; a pel 

Haie oftttmM nt l»n» 

At up the Toed ■&■ ba 

Tbe poor mnalDB of » 



The patronage of tbis living belooga to Mr. Galton. Its 
valoe is returned at £261. Sector, Rer, Jamea Bearcroli. 
Clerk, John Frieat. Organist, Mr. Heming. There ia serrice 
tirice a day, and a Sunday acbool for boys and girls. Tbe 
population haa increased from 178 in 1811 to 191 in 18£1. 

On leaving the churchyard I observed an old man and 
his son filling ap a new grave in which the body of a yonng 
woman had been buried that inoming. The quantity of 
e«Mh that hod been dug out < 
required to refill the grave, and tbe I 
using their beat efforts to compreaa it into due shape. " We 've 
plenty o' soil, aint na, Williaml" sud the one to the other, 
topping down tbe spade as he said it. " Ay, but bim *11 eink 
when tbe rain comes on him," was the significant reply. 
The aoewer given by the bumble graveHligger has very 
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fireqnentl; mnoB occurred to me, aa a moet effident and 
Balotorjr coireetor of bnnuui ambitiaD. Let each of 1117 
readen repeat to biimelf, vhai he feel* a dlspoeitioii lo 
heap op th[s world's goods, to raise trophies of his iaxae, 
to proudly adorn his pavon uf his hatutatiou, or to loiA 
dowu with ooDtempt on the hambler cUasea of loeietj, 
" Aj, but him 'U aiub when the rain cornea on him." 



C!iaiiii«ltij Cnrhtt. 

' Mim OHunt taUd ■ tempi* wortta; of h[i Ifuksr. 



AD, an b niD 1 " 

UHKO nnmenuB and peculiar are 

B^S n^bbourhood — I mean, of conme, such attractions 
nWR as would captivate an antiquary — that 1 take no 
small discredit to myself lor not baring bent my steps 
thitherward at a mooh earlier period. Traces of a Roman 
load, of tumuli, and, as some beUsTe, of a buried theatre 
and town — the fact that the village (still very anoirait in 
^ipearance) was once the abode of a Corbett, a great Norman 
hunter in thii part of tbe king's Ibreat, and a enuader — 
old names and cnatoms yet lingering faars — Bobio Hood, 

authority), still haanting, in the spirit, the old lanea and 
bye-ways hereabout, tbe scenes of their former deeda (I) — a 
ehurch, which may be considered the cathedral of the diatrict — 
and lastiy, and what is still more extraocdioary than all, 
a foundation tchool /aii/^fuilf managed I Snob a list vS 
notabilia, I Teoture to add, it is in the power of bat few 
parishes in Worceetershire to present. My visit here was io 
tbe autumn of last year {16&2), and the only regret I felt on 
leaTing the pariah on m; retom bome was, that I oonld 



T,Coo<^le 



1^. 2ii 

cat devote more time to tbe exAmination of its fe&tnrea. 
With regard to tlie church itaelf, thst regret it bowerer 
dimioished, from the drcnniBbuice that an able work hai 
been written on its architecture by a profeasiona! gentleman 
(Mr. Bowman),* to which I am indebted for the grsatra> 
part of the iblloiring deeeripttre sketch of the bnildiog. It 
will therefore require no farther prebwe. 

The church hai a noble and Tcnerable ^pearance, not 
MOntetBoted by the ioooagmity of Myle in the tower, which 
is oomparativelj' modem ; and the apire aSbrds, by its elegant 
and taper oatline, a oompleteneea of ehaiacter to the whole 
compoaition, without betraying at the first gtanoe iti own 
ineorrectnen of detail. The building coiuiats of a nave, 
with north and aonth aislee, and a tower at the weat end, 
a chancel, and a Bpacions cti^>el on tbe oortb side, to the 
east of which ia a Testry. The pien and ardiee on the 
norAi side of the nave are the oldest parts of the oborch, 
of Norman character, and were built probably in the early 
part of the twelfth eoitary. The westemnuMt of these azdiea, 
aa well aa those on the soath ude, are of wider span and 
differcot form from the rest, being pointed, while the others 
are aemi-circnlar, and have more masBiTe pillars. The south 
aide, therefore, partakes of the baosition style from the 
Norman to Early English, and, with the Booth aisle, was 
probably bnih about 11 SO, for the porpose of enlarpng the 
church. At a period kmg enhsequeDt to this, the present 
wall of the north aide appears to have been r^sed, and the 
windows inserted, whioh belong to the Deooratad period, of 
which they are good spedmens. The bloeked-np Norman 
doorway belonged to the original walL The east and west 
windows of the south aisle are also Deoorated. The other 
windows in the south aisle are inferior, and belong to the 
fifteenth oeatary, at whioh period it would appear this aouth 
wall was either wholly or partially rebuilt. At the baas of 
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Ike Bontb wall, extenull7, is a monmnetitft] recees, witli an 
ogee arch, crocketted and flnulled, eorrespondiog in patteni 
to the tombe Dsnally seen in the chanoeb of old cburchee, 
ind which were farmerljr used id the repreaeDtatlons of the 
naurrecticai. How this tomb came to be placed in its present 
position I am unable to conjecture. There is no trace of 
an andent clerestory, or any break in the loof, which was 
continued down in one plane acioea the aislea. Some modem 
lights, like garret windows, have been opened in the root 
The nave is separated from the chancel by a simple pointed 
■nh, having square jambs, with the angles splayed off; and 
an arch wiA a double splay, the inner one djiing into the 
jamb. The ohancel is lofty and spaaous, and is by fiir the 
most valnabla and iat«reeting portion of the ehurch. It belongs 
to the Geometrical bnuich of the Decorated order, of which 
the windows are Teiy Iwautifnl instances, after it had made 
aonsiderable progress towards perfection. The three windows 
OD the south side have all the same jamb and arch mouldings, 
which are plun and simple, and not very deeply cut, but 
they have a good effect, espedally (hose which mn ronnd 
the tracery ; and the manner in which some of the cnspings 
spring out of the ribs is peculiarly interesting. The tiaeery 
of the east window appears to best advantage from the 
oulade, as the main divisionB are more distinctiy seen when 
the stonework is light and the glass dark. The monldings 
of this window differ from those of the others, being bolder 
and more divided ; the jambs have small attached shafts, 
both inside and oal, with bases and centals. A singularity 
occurs on the south side of the chanoel, viz., a diffarence of 
level between the westemmoet window and the two others; 
the string course which runs under them, the whole length 
of the chancel, suddenly drops under the west side of the 
nuddle window a depth of one foot seven inches ; and as 
the siches of these windows all spring on the same lev^ 
(he consequence Is (hat the western window is more lofty 
in proportion than the other two. This Angularity m^ 
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^Dh«bly hsTs been owiDg to an altemtion bftriiig been 
detemuDed on for the level of the ohaocel Boor during tbe 
iMilding of it At present the higher lerel U necesurf in 
order to obtain ■ proper height for the sedilia and the priest's 
door. While repairiog the floor of the chancel some years 
■go, a foundation vail, four feet thick, was discovered ruDniog 
quite across from north to south, at the place oppoeite the 
eut^n wall of the chapel on the north aide, and marking, 
no doubt, the eastern extremity of the original Norman 
cihancel, which would, on this enppositioa, be aboat thirtj-one 
feet mx inches \oag, while the nave would be, as near as 
eta now be conjectured, about thirty-eight feet long, and 
of oomse otmsideisbly narrower than the present one. The 
chancel is not placed in a direct line with the nave, hnt 
■Mnewhat to the south. A ceiling was some jeani ngo put 
over the ehancet, so as to conceal the roof timbers, except 
the nndeinde of the prindpal bouns, but the inof timbers 
were no doubt originally intraided to be eeen, which wa« 
not the case with the roof of the nave. The ohancel roof is 
■csni-cinnilar, with ribs and bosses ; tbe na*e roof flat, with 
ditto. The pisdna and seditia are simple and elegant in 
design, hut the ornamented parts are tnndlatad and covered 
with wash. The three recesses forming the sedilia have 
handsome canopies supported by shafta, the eapitoU of which 
exhibit earved h«ads of a king, » queen, a tushop, and a lady. 
The bowl of the piscina projects from the face of the wall, 
on a crocketted corbel, which has been chipped off. The 
priest's door has an ogee head, and good jamb mouldings. 
An elegant niche is in the north wall of the chancel ; it has 
an ogee head, with crocketted canopy, and remains as perfect 
as any part of the church. It waa either an " aumbrey " 
or a confeauonal, hnt is now converted to the better purpose 
of a bread-copboard for the poor. On the north side of the 
dianeel is a spacions ohapel, divided from it hy two pointed 
arches and an octagonal pillar ; the chapel is hghted by three 
lofty narrow two-light windows, and one of three lights on 
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the east ude. The chapel ■> DeconUed irorli, and a part of 
ita floor at the eait wall, where no doubt once stood an 
attu, is still raised aboTe the reoL To the east of this 
chapel is a veatiy — an addition probably made about the 
clow of the sixteenth century. It is remarkable that th« 
chancel of this ohuroh is in a mnch better state of reparation 
than the parts of more reomit ereetion, but its details, bean- 
tifnl as the; are, are much mutilated, and those parts that 
have escaped whole are so obscured by an aocumnlatian of 
washes that their beauty and finish are lost. On the west 
fkee of the' chancel arch, I am told, was diseoTered, about 
thirty jesra ago, when the chnich was ssr^ied, a paunled 
representation of HeareQ and HelL As fiir as my infonnant 
ean recollect, HesTcn was r^reaenled by a man on the top 
of a sort of ladder, poUiDg up the faithfal to a winding 
pathway leading to tlw celestial laly, while the devil was 
below, actively engaged in ^misting the damned into a fkunaee 
with a pike. He. Bowman, howerer, says that it was a 
complete picture of the Last Jodgment, and that indieaticni 
j^nfAT in many places of the walls in the interior having 
been decorated with paintings. The tower waa bnilt in 1783 
by a maaon of the Tillage. It is quite ont of character with 
the rest of the bnil^g ; and although the apire which crowns 
it has at a distance a fine and elegant outline, its incongruity 
of detail beoomea q>paraot on a nearer Tiew. The principal 
entrance to the chorch ia underneath the lower. There are 
ught bslla and a ting-tang. Moat of them are dated 1701, 
and the rest 17B3 (just after the boildiDg of the tower). The 
inseriptiona ihi them are — "Peace and good neighbourhood," 
" God pnufier thia chnrdi and pariah," " Wee all do ring 
God aaTC the Ung," "When yon me ring, I aweetly ling," 
" Ch. nod J. lUidhan, fbnndeia. Win. Bton^ton, D.D., riear, 
A. R. John Kileley, Thos. Hont, ebncahwardens." The bcUi 
are eonudered very mnaieal, and are highly valued by the 
paiiahionefs and the cnnpany of lingen, the latter ranking 
them with just pride among the nnf^boaring peala of 
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BromsgroTe, Clrait, and Belbroogbtoii. The belfi; u hoDK 
round with remrdB of farmer aehiereineiitH in the tiDdu- 
imbiilaiy art; the foltowiog is a specimen: 

" Dec. fiS» 1SS6. A complALa pi*l of gnndiEn Cripplet, containing 

S,Ma ctUDgH, wu ftttoanea In tlili tanr b; tha fdllDvlng panoni In 

Ita. Ira., ud, nuBfa to IbB credit of III of tbai* iHrfiirinen, atmlvemoDUi 

■go thla noble wt end Dunlf AierdM wu to tham e bidden mjitvj. 

InMnicLed bj Mr. Ed. Tarlur. 

Rlchud Pwrc*. 

John Breed, tnbla. Bd. Psna, HOoad. 

Jug. Dnffill, ihird. Sam. Potter, (ouitli. 

John Perry, Bftli. ThM. Jecluon, tilth. 

Thoe. PieUn, nnnlb. Dan. Put;, tenor." 

There are galleriea oa the DOFtb end veet eidea of the nav^ 
the lattw oontaimag an organ, wbkh was pieeented in 1817 by 
the late Jamee Pratt, Esq., of Sioii House. The seals raqtiiie 
renoration, aome of them tieing euffideutly large and a^<f 
to ^ve a bloated idea of the fixedness of property, and the 
unseemly and im-QiriBtlBn Tiewa of the people of the last 
century, vhile others are old open henohee, probably belonging 
to the period when the church was enlarged or repaired during 
the sixteenth ceotoiy. When the parishionera shall hare 
aonnaunted their present difficoltiee, occasioued by the Ute 
nolent abmns and floods, I hope they will turn tbeir attention 
to their fine old perish church, and cause It to be furnished 
with new seats which eball be more in onison with the prin- 
ciple, that in the house of God all men are equal ; also a new 
dock is among the fuiniture needed here, the present one 
hung antnent, crazy, and incapable of repur. The general 
rule is that church doclra role time, but here time rules the 
ehnroh elock. 

The font is a large and elegant qteoimen of the Norman, 
being carred all orer in low relief with interlacmg bands or 
entwined eords, oomtuned with which, on the bowl, are fbur 
grotcaqne sorpent-like forms. 

Amoogit the moat interesting features of tliia ohitrob are 
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On the lused floor iu the chapel tlv placed 
two Ikrge atone figores, id a recmnbeat poeture, six feet dght 
iuehee long ; ooe of them represeata a cioss-legged knight in 
chain umI, in the act of drawing his avord, and haa a lion or 
dog at bia feet Uabingdon taja it is, ocoording to the tradition 
of ttie pariah, aa effigy of one of the CorbeCs. Close to this 
figure ia another, representing on eceleaiastic, with his handa 
in the attitude of prayer. These two figures belong apparently 
to the tame age, aa they oorrespond exactly in aize, and 
hare the heiulB resting on the same diamoDd-shaped pillows ; 
but the flnt only is mentioned by Nash. The Corbels were 
the lords of the manor in the time of Edward I , if not earlier, 
and hence the original name of Chad's Lea became ehingated 
by the name of the reeident family, probably to distinguish 
the place from some other "lea" possessed by a "Chad." 
Edward 1 issaed his mandate to Peter Corbet, who probably 
waa a keem aporlankan, in these words : " Ron omnibus balliTia,'' 
Ac: "Sciatia qnod injnnximoa dileclo et fldeli noetro Petro 
Corbet, quod in omnibus forestis et parcia et aliis loeis infra 
comitatni nostna GloaceBter, Wygom, Hereford, Salop, et 
Stafford, in quibus Inpi potemnt Inveniri, lupus cum hominibns, 
canlbuB, et ingeniis suis capiat et destruat, modia omnibna 
quibas Tiderit ezpedirL" The banter of the wolves was usoolly 
in tiie Icing's pay. In the thirteenth Henry II, three shillings 
waa ordered to the honter in Worcestershire, who caught the 
waives in the forest. This king greatly enlarged the boundaries 
of Feckenham tbreet bj adding portions of Choddesley and other 
places to it, to the gre«t distress of the inhabitants. The Buna 
■nm was paid in sncceeding reigna, bnt only seldom mention 
taemi to have been made of the hunter after the time of 
Henry III. The monxments in the chnreh afford other traces, 
however, of the royal sport of hunting in thi* neighbourhood. 
In the centre of the nave, just west of the chancel arch, ia a 
atone flat on the pavement, with two brass figoree Inlaid, 
representing a man and hia wife ; over the head of the man 
is on escutcheon, with two barbed arrows iu lallire, and over 
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that of the wonuta » hnnter'B bom, stringed ; beneath their feet 
a gnmp of five boys cm one nde, and six girU on the other. 
An inBcription on brais mns roond (he atoae, but the pertioQ 
on the west ude is gone. It ia as follows : " Onte pro ammabos 
Thonue Foteet pnoarii de DuDclent Pork et Margaretta nioris 
ejns et omniDm pueroram sQorum. Quamm animabuB propi- 
tietar Deua, Amen." At the comers are repreeentatioiiB of the 
fbnr Evangelista, and the ineoription is apprepriatelj inte^ 
apersed with learee, flowerB, acorns, horns, arrows, and other 
deiicea. There is no date. 

The manor passed From the Corbets to the Beauehamps, 
and !□ the mxleeoth century was purchased by John Pakington, 
Esq., son of Humphrey Pakuigton, second brother of the 
elder Sir John Pakington, Kni^t. From tbia &niily the 
manor came by ijsarriage to the Throokmortous, with whom 
it still remains. There are some monumenla with onriona 
inscriptions to the Pakingtons, of nhich I noted the following : 

Haera ItWIi tbo body at Humfre; PaklngloB, B>qi., wbo dapnTtsil 
(Ub lUa tbe Btb dny of AT^vst, 1831. 

Hea waa lomie of JobD P&kliigMn, of Cbaddley Corbet, Etqr., and 
■nanied Abigail. Davgbler of Uenry Saoherenl], In lh« comlj of Derbj, 
Eaqvire, B^ whonie beg bad luTe Uarj & Aon^ Mar; manied S^- Joht] 
Yate, ol Bosklaad, In ycovnty of Bake, E>. and Baronetl. Aosa 
man-led Sir Henrj Ardley, of BMnwharcb, In j« oovnty of Eoai, K'.. 
web nlda Aim, Lady ATdriej, togalhar wUi bar jomgeit tonne Henrj, 

the 1^ MUtrti PaUngton (whow costs and charga Uiii li) lotendatta, by 
IS of Almighty Qod, to bn also InUrrsd. 

Tajne pomp« though in y hU both rtsta aod wlis 
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Ob ADOtber slab, to the memory of Dame Aodel^, wife of 
Sii H«ary, «nd dkoghter of Hmnphrej' F&kingtoQ (date, 1643), 

k most eologiMia etnin of poetr; oondndea thoi: 
" And tnermon did upEre 
AngelU In tbalr qoln." 
The Dsit is to ft Mrs. Pakington (dale, I6fi7): 



Aod oh» I UD cofiOned to itnlghti kad ipurt 
Bmatliu the ml: concludt bbn liM th« dint 
Of Mr*. FiUngtan, wbo mi ■ wlta 
And HMow-nn aiunpla In och Uft 
A dvellct irf III ud tmntj ymn. 
Tbg Hia ma; bt gbwured, snd ipiuiKlad tpbatM, 
Tel ImiTgndntb) b« fusu contlnsva bright. 
Vartu* "I ft glow-womi, uid will ihlnt bj nigbL" 

1 dial] couclade tlieee epecimena with the follawing inscriptkni 

OD Lady Yale's monumeat : 

*^ Deo OpUnw Uailmo. Here tLu the eldest diogbter ud cohetrv of 
Homphrj PuUngton, Eeq., Lord Df ;• Hennei o[ Chadils; Corbet, ud 
the fauompueble widow of Si John YUa of Bucliljuid, Knight and 
Buonet, the Ltij Kuj T^te of ptovi mnnor;, nhne low ii loo great 

Bh« Hted loo WEll to fur duth. and oould not bare died If the [KBjen 
of the poor had prevalld. Her prodenw Id y* management of a bftd 
wold was allwaiei aiming at a batter. Her JoBtlce waa more than vxact 
hi pvhig all the owed otbd before It waa due. Hir fortltnde wat hollt 
upon har faith, a rock w^b no siorm could move- Her t^mpvanna vao 
grounded on her hope A charltj, w«li raised bar heart ao much aboTO j« 
world that >he naed II wnhont wjojlng It ; aha bealowed it llbenll npon 

Jk left it a> eaaU; as If ahe bad allwaiei dlgptied It. Blpe for Heana Ac 
aa fidl or Tlituae tt of daiea. She died In the BSth year of bar ag*, the 
12th daj of Jooe, In the ;ear of oni Lord IStHS, after having been Lad; 
of Uiia Hanw <H jreari. Kaqniucal In Pace. Thli la a datlfDl tribute 
erected bj bar dan^ter, ApoConla Tate^"* 



r eajd t» be buried in what is called "the 
dt'b chancel," whose names were Vaaghait, 
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Cam, Comawite, and HarUef ; bat who the; vem, or wh&t 
the; did when io the fieah, no record Butb, mn u either of 
their nunCB included in the liet of incombents from the year 
1306. Id the ehoneel proper are the remijiu of " Willieiinua 
BroughtoD, who died in 1715, aged serentf-seven, after bdng 
rector of the pariah for half a eeotary." Here are also 
monameats to aereia] of the Pierc; and Uobbina &mily ; and 
one to Sir W. O. Buwell, Ute of Siim Honsa, and Chief 
Jnatice of the Bengal Preeidenej (aUU 1833). 

Jud^g from the deaths and agea recorded in the abnrch- 
jiaid, longeTit; seema to be a neeeevr; eongeqoetice of living 
at Chaddealey. The majoritf of agfe were apparently above 
BeveDty, wbile ninety-one, ninety-two, ninety-thtee, and ninety- 
Ibar, met the eye in every directum. The preeent inenmboit 
(who ii himself eighty-seven yean of age) buried, in the year 
1813, Sarah Yalee, of Lower Chaddealey, at the ripe age 
of 101 ; and in 1847 be did the same service for Elizabeth 
Tongue, of Harrington, aged 103. Thts remarkable colleoUoD 
of antiqoitiea reminded me of the old lady who, burying her 
only daughter at the comparatiTelj green age of seventy-five, 
ranarked, with a ugh — "Ah, poor giri, 1 always said I 
•houldna rear her." 

Let na now take a glance at the charitable donations recorded 
on the walls of the church : Mrs. Delabere purchased kmd at 
Brockencott, and built thereon five dwellings, with gardens, to 
be enjoyed, together with 40s. per annum, by five poor widows. 
Mr. John Oldnall 20s. a year « to the mort needy." William 
Seabright, 161S, £3. Os. 8d. yearly, to purchaae 14d. worth of 
white bread every Sunday, for distribution after morning 
service ; and 6s. Sd. to the olerii for providing the same. 
Humphrey Weetwood, £08. on a meeHoage called " The Hone- 
ihoe." Simon Weetwood, SOs. a year for bread weekly. Gilbert 
Penny, 36a. ditto. Jobn Taylor, 40s. ; and Jonathan Harrison, 
£6,ditto. William Wheeler <1817) £600 to the poor. It ia 
recorded likewise that there are tenementa, lands, and other 
fnnda (donors nnknown), for the muntenance of a true school, 
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one niMter, and one u^er, to leach freely nil children beEonpng 
to die parish good literature and leamiDg, aod for and tomrda 
the relief of the poor inhabituila. Mr. Thomaa Pratt^ in 1794, 
left £100 to augment the under moBter'a salary ; and Janm 
Pratt, 1824, gave £1,000 in aid of the aalaries to the nuutan 
aod annuides to the widowa. The extensive chariUea belonging 
to the pariah, I am assured, are on the whole faithfullj 
administered, and (still mare wooderful I) the foundatiaD 
schools are nuuiaged in a way to which the founder himsdf 
voald probably not abject, all rlmsra of Uie parishionen being 
privileged to share in the benefits of education. As this is a 
circamstaiiee of ao rare occnrrence, I bave great pleasure in 
giving the names of the present trustees, as models for tha 
reet of thrar race in Worcesteiahire ^ a oonnty from wbich 
the execrations of the poor have long ascended to heaven 
agunst the foul robberies of charitable and edncatiMial 
bequests. These gentlemen are — the Rev. G. H. Picroy, 
Messrs. E. Crane, John Blakeway, Jomea Blakevay, John 
Nickolls, Thomas Parry, James Hughes, John Bate, Thomaa 
Page, Edward GuEst^ and Kobert Lncas. Independent of the 
free schools there is a Roman Catholic school at Harrington, 
a hamlet in this parish, and the number of children of both 
sexes educated there is abont forty. The namber of scholars 
in the Protestant free schools is 1 14 ; boys, 60 ! girls, 34 ; tor 
wbich there are ample means of instmction. The church is 
dedicated to St. Casaian, and as this is the only eceleusstical 
Btmctore that I have met with bearing the name of that saint, 
and as perhaps few of my readers know who or what he was, 
I may relate that he was a Christian schoolinaater in a certain 
town in Ilaly during the early Roman persecntions, and when 
bronght before the judges he proved so firm and onshaken 
in his new IsJth, that the pagan officials, being highly incensed 
against him, decided that the worst punishment thqr could 
inflict would be to band him over to the tender merdee of 
hia own pupils. Those only who know to wbat an eztoit 
the hx lalionu is observed in public schools will imagine the 
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nnliciouH pleBBnre with which these young RomanB — two 
bundled in number — s^zed Hie opportanit; of " pa.jing off" 
the nnfortimitte pedagogue for the maoy flagell&tionB with 
which he had scarified them. Aol^DrdiIlgl;, Bome threw their 
tablets and kniTes at him, whiie otlien pierced his flesh with 
their ilgH or iron pens. The good man did not wince, bat 
exhorted his little executioneis not to be afraid ; thdr efforts 
were thereupon renewed with such vigour tiiat the martyr 

It is stated in Heming'g Chartular)' that—" On the second 
of the calends of September, 1057, died at Bromleage, Leofriek, 
J>nke of the MerciitiiB, in a good old age, a man of no less 
rirtne tluut power in bis time, religious, prudent^ and bithfat 
to bis country, happily wedded to Ciodiva, a woman of great 
praise, who, upon the death of her bushaud, mindful of the 
promise he had made to restore Chaddesley, Beolno Brocton 
(Belbronghlon}, and Forfield, came to the monka here (at 
Worcester], and gave tbem for the health of hia and her 
soul tbree cloalfs, two curtains, two coverings for beaches, 
two candlesticks finely wrought, and a library, desiring that 
sbe might hold the lands during ber life, paying yearly such 
ft sum of money, and at her death to retnm to the monaateij, 
with all that should be found thereon, to which they readily 
agreed." In the praises thus rendered by a monkish scriiie 
to the good Lady Godiva, all will readily join ; but as regards 
her liege lord being styled " religious and prudent," when the 
legend tells us that on one occawon ho allowed his wife to ride 
in purit nafumftitu through the streets of Coventry, the eulogy 
would seem to require some qualification. 

The living, which ia a vicarage, is in the gift of the Lord 
Ctuuieelk>r. Value, ^86. 7s. The present incumbent, the 
Rev. G. H. Fiercy, has held the living nearly half a oentury. 
Curate, Ber. J. E. Johnaou. Organist, Mr. Perks. Clerk, 
Mr. William Broad. The advowaoD of Chaddesley, together 
wiUi that of Spellesboume in Oxfordshire, was given by WUIiani 
Beattchamp, Lord Bergavenny (temp. Biohard II) to the col- 
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legiate cbnrcli of Warwii3k,mDd after tbe diasolutian of reli)[ioui 
houses the tilh«s vers granted to the corponitioD of Warwick, 
to whom they still helong. The populatiou of the psriBh !■ 
1,131, being » deereue of three dnring the Uat tan jreara. 

The register conbuDB the roUoving entries : " Christenings, 
anno 1 6TS, August 1st, Fortune, a foundling, baptised." "Mem. 
That, November 34, 1685, a oerlificate was granted to Gemse 
Bflrfbrd, to be touched far the king's evil." " The first alone 
of tbe new steeple belouging to this church was laid On the 
twelfth day of April, 17711, b; Thomas Bradley, M.A., vicar, 
Jos. Fletcher, parish clerk, Abraham Aj'ets, shopkeeper, 
James Wheeler, victnoller. Tbe arcbileot, James Rose ; Joaiea 
Hayward, builder ; William Wheeler and Jamee Pratt, church- 
wardens." "July I9th, 1812. The poor in great distress, 
owing to the high price of bread, flour b^g sold at £1. 4a. 
per bnsbel. A sermon preached tbr their relief by the Rev. 
G. H. Piercy, vicar, aud £S0 oolleoted, which was distribated 
according to their respective wanta, on Satorday, the 1st of 
August, and received with gratefiil thankfulneaa." " June 3rd, 
1830. This day was rendered remarkable by the highest flood 
ever remembered in this parish. It carried away the first 
bridge on the tonipike mad leading to Kidderminster, and also 
another at the west end of the village, leading to Dnyton, && 
The water rose to the height of npwards of fonr feet in the 
bonses near the last-mentioned bridge, and entirely destroyed 
the produce of the gardens." [It should be added that at 
the time of copying this extract a subBcriplion was being 
raised for Che relief of safTereis by a very disaatrous storm 
which occurred in the past year — 18£2.] 

The ancient wake is kept up in this parish on the second 
Sunday in July, and from tbe stray leaf of a directory which 
haa been forwarded to me 1 copy the fallowing : " There is 
another custom of more recent origin, and supposed to be 
altogether pecnliar to this palish; it consiBtB in subjecting 
stnngars who may happen to visit tbe village to the proces* of 
hfnag put through the Wticop. Deaeription of this intereaUog 
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6erBTiiDiiy vonld be aaeleaa ; it mnM be sem to be uuderstoo4." 
One gentleman to whom I mentioned this subject said be 
beUeved the cnatom alluded to vaa one in which the lower 
order of the pariahionen placed some pnetiisl joke — of no 
definite or pirticnlir kind, bat anything which first presented 
itgelf — ap<Mi the Btianger who happened to come within thMr 
bonodarj. Thia nnenviable characterietic — if ever it really 
exEHted — seana now to be ignored, ah, frnin inquiry of aeTenl 
reapeetable inhabitantH of old standing, J find they have no 
recoUeotioo of any instance of Ibe custom haring occuired. 

Among the aDtiqnities of the place are Tan Wood, Barrow 
Rill, and Astwood Uill. Barrov Hill is undoubtedly a place 
of ancient sepoilure, and ' is very perfect except on the north 
ride. Mr. Jabez Allies thinks that the junction of these 
three places is a sufficient proof of the Celtic origin of Iheit 
namee, and tliat ** they designate all that an ancient community 
required, namely, a sacred altar or place of worship of the 
Celtic god of thimder, a sacred heartli, and a place of sepulture. 
It is also worthy of observation that three remarkable places, 
bearing names importing ^at they were aimilarly occnpied, 
are found together in the parish of Claines, near Worcester, 
namely, Elbury HiU, Astwood, and Barraw Cosa." Other 
authors have supposed Tanwood Green and Croe* to have 
been in aacient times the ^te of a conaiderable popnlatioo, 
and that even the forms of Boman theatre* have been traced 
in the inequalitiea of the soil. The great medtieval outlaw, 
Robin Hood, is likewise supposed by Mr. Allies (who has 
devoted a work to the subject) to have bad one of hia sylvan 
retreats in Feckenbam forest, which est«ided to a great 
part of this parish ; the chief argument for so intcrestiug a 
tact being (bund In the existence of an oak called " RoUd 
Hood's Oak," and other traces of the name in this and soma 
adjoining parishes; hot I IhtDk it probable there is not a 
ODDiity in England which could not exhibit umilar proof, if 
such it can be called. Shakspeare, the Duke of Wellingtoti, 
Lord Nelson, and St. George and the Dragon, would have 
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been wonderful tr&Tellem bad Qmy viuted ereiy inn and 
tavern on whiah thdr uames and portraita are imraortaliBed. 

At HarringtoD, a village Id tbis puieh, the haU and scbcxd 
ue gnrraunded by a moat. Tbe Romao Catbolio diapel beie 
VTU ereeted in 1 32fi, at a ca»t of £900, by Sir C. ThnK^numon, 
Bart, the lord of tbe inanar. Sunday and day Bcbools an 
connected with it. 

P.S. I had almost forgotten to state that the aKemoon 
Kirioe at Chaddwley was but tbinly attended. There b a 
good choir here, tbe organ is well played, and tbe Mrvioea 
are generally eoDdncted with decorum and good effect. 



IRualfjtk. 



^ISt^HIS chnrch was formerly a dtapelry ti 
S^JS '^''""^ °^ Chaddealey. It is now an 
S'HilSjt rectory, in tlie gift of the Lord Chancellor. Vatne, 
about £300. Incumbent, Rev. J. Fiercy (1813). Qerk, John 
Jackson. Population, 214, being an increase of fifty-nine in 
ten yean. The church ia a email modem stmctnre, having 
been erected in 17£8, and is a remarkable spedmen of tbe 
extent to which architeotnral debasement had arrived at that 
period. It ia not that good material has been withheld, bat 
that taste and the true principles of design ware wholly abscot 
from the mind of tlie unfortunate architect or village nuaon 
(for probably tbe Individual was one and ibe same person) 
who planned the little building. The first view of it leads 
one to suppose that the builder sofferad the usual fat« of 
architectncal geniuees, in having his work stinted and enrttuled 
by some grumbhng and tyn4aoi««l building committee, or 
that he was compelled to itop at evei7 point for want of 
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fmida.* It WIS eridently intended tbU a tranaqit should 
grmoe the &bric, bnt, in giving effeet to this idea, tlie poor 
builder onlj got a few feet bejond the nave wall, so that 
both tniuept and chancsl appear to be mere projectianB or 
excraseencefl, denoting the sitiiations vihere tboee portions of 
a church are iuuai/p placed, rather than Btanding oa actual 
repreeentatives of Bucb importuit members. The attempt kt 
a cmcifbnn ahape in tbiB inetaiice reeembles the trunk of a 
hnnun body, from which the bead and arms have lieea cut 
away, lesving the neck and atumpa to do daty u beat they 
may. The towra- conaiBls of four plain vralb, simply termi- 
nating at the top vritiiout any preparation whatever, and 
haviDg a low pyramidal tiled roof, with a kind of garret 
window in it. The otbet windows in this church have two 
Ughta, the shape of wbidi cutnot well be specified without 
the use of a somewhat inelegant simile — their foliations being 
BO nnmerons and small an to remind one — I b«g pardon — 
of the border of a lady's night-cap newly ironed. There are, 
moreover, neiUier battlementa nor buttresses to tbe walla. 
But tbe intCTior of the building is, if possible, still more 
obnosiotis. The washed vails rapport a flat roof, and have 
a eomice moulding, vrhioh I believe is of wood ; plaster has 
also been liberally used, and is in a very onunbUng condition. 
Indeed, the present iacumbent, who has bad the misfortune 
of being saddled with such a building, has already had a 
demand on his purse for the coat of repairs. The aidiea 



wen I«tt minui £28. ISt., ind I 
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whioh divide the shalkiv reonws eaUed tiie cluDcel and 
taaiuepta from the bodj of the church are high np tewaHs 
the oeiliug, and in shape are an amalgamation of tfae triangle 
and the poioUid. A huge pnlpit vith immense aouni^Dg 
board, surmounled b; a atmnge bird resembling a raToi, bat 
probah); intended for a dove — a ttove, the pipe of whieh 
■hot up perpeadioalarlj in iha middle of the chordi and 
throogh the roof — and an ugly galleiy at the west end, 
oomplate my catalogue of grievanees worthy of not& 

The nnpleasuit feelings engendered by an examination of 
this monstrosity called a cburcb were t^mporaiily snbdned by 
the satiafacCion of hearing one of the beet mral sermonB, from 
the rector himself, that I have for a long time had the pleasure 
of listeniag to. It waa deserredly effective, inaraDuch as, while 
^pealing to the experiences and duly punuits of his heeren 
(almost entirely agricnltnrista), it arrested their attention hy a . 
happy comparison of human hearts with the varioua deacrip- 
tions of soila. This is one of the &eile and practical modea by 
which those whoso duly it is to " fish for men " are likely to 
BDcoeed in filling their nets. Men, like the finny tribe, are only 
caught by huts of their own choosing ; and without mveh alull 
and cunning on the part of the epiritnal flshermen die most 
oapUvatJng and liilling baits are frequently overiooked and 
unused. The solemn and impressive manner of the preacher, 
too — his affeotionate tone and Christian earnestness — imparted 
a vigonr and eCSeacy to the disoonrse which are oomparatiTely 

The chnrchyard (which it appears was conaecrated in 1686, 
previoUH to which the dead were carried to Chaddesley) 
contains the graTS-sCone of one Denis Inston (1810), on 
which are inscribed the notes of the air, " 1 know that my 
Redeemer liveth" (from the "Messiah"), and elsewhere is 
the following couplet on Mary Brooks (1791): 

YoQ 11 icarccly oiHt with nich lUUIber." 
Boshoch possesses a Sunday achool, with about two dozen 
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Bcholus, and it ia eonteinplated to erect a new school-bonw 
aev the chorali. The parish alao baa the right of Bending 
fifteen boys (and E3mbridg« also sends fifteen) to the free 
■ehool at Catnall Green, in tl^ parish of Elmley Lorett — all 
tulraatage which, aocordiug to Mr. Griflith's accoimt, is some' 
what pntbleniatioal. The school is described bf him as the 
very irorst in the county, and the master as one of the most 
incompetent. William Norria, of Adys, in the pariah of 
Ehnbridge, left a boose and land (1703) to aupport thia 
■diooL The manor and estate of Ruahocb were, in the year 
151G, conTeyed by Sir Stephen Jenyns to the Company of 
Merchant Tutors, as tmsteea, far the fbaadation of a free 
aebool at Wolrerbampton. Other truBtees have been since 
appointed by the Court of Chancery. The funds thus derived 
•inaunt to between £000 and £900 yearly—a sum sulGcienI 
to render the Wolnirliampton sohool one of the beat in the 
kingdom ; hot, like moat oUier institationa of this kind, it haa 
not been adapted to the requirements of the age, and there- 
fore presenla only another instance df misapplied means and 
negleeted opportunities. 

The. parish of Bushook, in ancient times, formed a part of 
the extensive territory of the Beanchamps, as bekmging to 
their barony, the castle of Worcester, and their hereditary 
shrieralty. The Sturmyee — a family illustrious in the wars 
agunst the infldela — held Rusbock of the Beanchamps as 
their lords paramoont. It afterwards came to the Merchant 
Taikira' Company, in tmst, as aboTe-mentioned. There are 
some historical incidents connected with the parish which 
are worth preserving. In 1679, Francis Johnson {alias Wall), 
who was one of the last Komish priests eiecated in England, 
waa apprehended at Rushock Court (now ontenanted), carried 
to Worceater, firied by Judge Atkins, condemned, and executed 
at Worceater. In the year 17U, the Hev. Timothy Goodwyn. 
rector of Rudioek, was promoted to the tnshoprica of Kilmore 
and Ardah, in Ireland. And I find from the register that, 
iu 1724, one Jndith Cowley, aged abont forty, was baptised 
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and married at the ume time 1 From a MS. volume or 
note-book of Heniy Towiuend, Esq., of Elmley Lovett, who 
was jnatioe of the peace tana IG3S to IG63-4, eome corimis 
particoluB have reoently been published by the poesesaor of 
(he mamucript respecting witchcraft, Ac, at Ruslioek and 
odier places in the neighbourhood, and the fallowing ia among 
the extracts: 

BLbb, dT Rdshock : In 'Woregh. wu tyed, and 



ptjTB contenled." "One Ch! Chapman hmgJ lit Wore Mure 20. 1940. 

In to o|«i the doore : And telie nothing out : Antli ; Anit's bouK In 
Illmly Laitl." " One Chrliloph : WtaiRon, >er>> to Mr. Hilpu nu 

So Hue: 163T." " One Jo. Ta;1or of BlmbridK- wu fined and lud 
JudgiDDt at Wore Artiu. 22g Ang. 1661. To pa; IDIb and two monchi 
imprUomeiib w^ht bjUle i iben baylAd by two Justica to appean at 
Hamer ABtixi then and tbenolemnlytoaaknewledgbliifaultfl, Inapeaking 
nieba •sodokiiu irordn, is— That;* KlngdaoM i> gonriKd hy Papilla 
and Poplali laweg.^'MF. Georg. Sjmondi and myieLfo bayled him, and 

Iwo Toen of Ifartlebwy, fnr denying bim entrance Into a barns, and 



T,Goo<^le 



Itntif. 



■ brltfilar an lt» Bkbtath-darl 



Thai nndiBlurb'd it 



Tb* Inia'i lOar, and a'ni Ut wmtli of mKA* 

Now cDrli no man jron 9r tn» bought uuiif ; 
The aB\i} mill. too. for b Ume doth can { 
And all thlngg UU klDM Of reat and iaHy peaeal " 

SSBSCHE ehuFch and pariah of Stona are Hitaate Bonth-eist 
BSiJl of KiddenaiDBter, between Oat and Chaddeeley 
WMni CorbeCt, to the latter of nhich it waa a chapel of 
eaae (ill the dinolaUon of the monasteries hy Henry VIII, 
when he endowed the chapel of Stone with its great IJthes, 
making it a more valuable living than the mother chnrch. 
There are to this day is the pariah chest at Stone many of the 
ehapelwKrdens'aeeonntB aa early aa the twentieth year of Henry 
Till. There are abo many old papwa and bofinienta of the 
chari^ lands at Hyman'a Grean, near Stoorbridge, and in 
ttie pariah of Stone, especially one of Thomas Forriatar Falliot, 
giring the property at Hyman's €rreen to tmalees therein 
named, and bearing date Hcory Til. There are alao the 
earliest oTeneera* accoonta frnn their being first appointed 
in the reign of Elizabeth, with compamtively but few missiiig, 
down to the prcaent time. 
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Among the ch&ritable beoehctiaiia betonging to this pariah 
(baidra Hr. Folliot'i) ars (he iblkiwing: John TByloF(16B7) 
left 20s. per Btmom to the poor. Willum Wheder (181T), 
£^00 to the poor. John OldDaU (1690), 40s. yeariy. Iter. R, 
Hill (1730), an estate at the Hoo, containing tweatj-fbnr aorca, 
for the endowment of a free sobool, Thomas Pratt, interest of 
i£100 for angraentaUoD of the master's salary. The endowed 
school is now in beneficial operation, and there are two other 
schoobi in die pariah — M Shenstme and Hoo Brook. These are 
likewise free, the expenses being paid oat ef a large chari^ 
flmd which the paiiHli has been so fortunate as to secure, 
in a manner which I shall presently allode to. About eighty 
children are edncated in the three echools, and between dxtj 
and seventy attend the Snuday schools. 

Under the estate given by Mr. Foliiot at Hyman'a Green 
(now called Hay Green), was a mine of valoable potter's 
clay, poesesaing the prapertiea of eaheatos, also fire-brick 
clay and ooal, which mines were let, Bnbject to certain 
myaltieB, for a lease of foorleeu years, under the authority 
of a decree of the Conrt of Chancery, at a fixed minimum 
cent of £400 per annum, excin aire of the ground rent. The 
mines prodaced from ££00 to £S00 per annum, whidi, by 
the decree (minus the expensee), was vested in three per 
«aiL stock, and prodnced a rich endowmmt for church repairs 
and paroohial eharities. The lease having since expired, and 
the mines being worked out, ^e enrfsco rent at present is 
not more than about £40 a year. Tbe parish cbnrch, which 
is the first object of the charity, having become very old 
and dilapidated, was, by authority of a bcnhy, taken down 
in 183), and tbe present neat church was bnilt and eonsesrated 
in 1832, the expense of which was paid from the funds of 
the charity, obtained by the trustees under the authority 
of a decree of the Conrt of Chancery to sell for that purpose 
£B,226 three per cent, stock, which produced £2,633. 4s. 5d. 
A tnnd of £5,000 or £6,000 still remains to these charities. 
The Tioar (dow the Dean of Worcester) at that time bnilt 
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the steeple kt hia own coet ; he bIbo gave £10 to tbe 
puishioneiB' BnbBcriptiaD ti> recast the bells ftnd incTQue 
tbeir Domber irom four to six ; and likewise preeentBd tha 
orgsn and the beantiful Bad coetly east wiudow, in which 
ue the arms of Lord Lyndhnrat, the Lord Chsncellor under 
whom the money wu granted ; tbe ansa of the vicar impaliag 
the arms of Swinfin, aa those of his Udy's fajnil; ; alao the 
BUDS of tbe then biabop, Comew&ll, impaling the arma of 
the see. The vicar's lady gave the communion plate and 
the erimaoD taUe coTer, with carpet, &c 

The church ia in the Decorated style, conaiatiDg of amalt 
ehanoel, nave, and tower at west end, with an elegant octagonal 
■[nre. ETcrything in and about the nacred edifice ia siognlariy 
dean, nnifotm, and in good condition ; but it is thonght that 
ere long an entargemect will be neceasaiy to adt^t it to 
the requiremoile of thia ratho' extensive pariah. Ther* 
are no tnoDomental remaina of iMte, bat in tbe ebnrcbj«nl 
I observed the fbUowing lines: 

" Numben us depsrled and tOTgotlen, bnt thou along, 



Wbere celestlsl ipirlts lud tha KId; of Love." 

I have tianacribed this unintelligible jingle merely to hare 
an opportunity of reoommending to the notice of clei^ymen 
and others who are osaally consulted in the fabrication of 
obnrchyard memorials an unpretending little work of ooa- 
siderable merit (" The Churchyard Manna)," by W. Haalings 
Keike, A.B., and published by Cox, of London, in 1851), 
which collection of epitaphs will be foond an acceptable aid 
towards improving the character of such inaeriptiona. 

I had the advantage of hearing the Dean (whose oonntry seat 
la at Waresley, in tite adji^ning parish of Hartlebnry, and nlio 
devotes several months in the year to the acUve diicharge of 
his duties as incmnbent of Stone) preach an admirable aermon 
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oa this occaaion from the words — " And when he wu gotai 
forth into the vay, there ome one mnoiDg, and kneeled to 
him, Mid mehed Mm, Good Master, what shall I do that I ma; 
inherit eternal life I " The preacher showed that in all ages of 
Uie world the human race had felt an abhorrence of anni- 
bilalion. Philoeophers and poela had indulged in pleasing 
specnlatioiiB aa to a future state ; bnt all was donbt and 
nnoertunty nntii Iha Son of God himself came to proclaim the 
truth and unfold the future. Hence the awful imporUuoe 
of the qaestion in the text. The impartial hand of Death most 
sooner or laler eeiza each iudiTidual of onr race. Then came 
the ooffin, the heuse, the sable pageautry of the lomb, or 
onlj the laboured tread of a few poor neighbours ; and fioallf , 
the nanow abode of sad diwolntion, where flesh and banes 
retnnied to earth, and dost was dust again. And was it for 
such an eod as OoM that we bad toiled for intelligence, and 
improved and monlded the nund! Oh no. If Christianity 
was a bvth, lbs grave mnst render up its prey; snd he 
would wish his hearers to attempt to realise the awfdl idea 
of living for ever, either for happiness or misery. How, then, 
were they to inherit eternal life 1 The answer given by Christ 
was sodi as to send away (he inqiurer sad and dejected, for 
the terms were, that he should sell all he had and give to 
the poor. The young man had lived morally from his youth 
up, DO doaljt because he preferred th^t course sa the best ; 
bnt he had probably made no aacriflces. It was not meant 
generally that we should all sell onr possesHons, for Uiat 
wontd U«d to anarchy and coufaslon, bnt to give up the 
pleasnres of the worid which would aUenate us &om religion — 
to use what we possess as not at>nBing it, in bnng kind and 
charitable, and in aU things eonforming to Christ's gieti 
example ; but so repugnant was this to tbs human mind, that 
too many, hhe the individual in the text, turned away sad and 
disheartened. Nay, the eoadnot of a large proportioa of 
sodety led to the presumption that they oonaidered tbeaudvsa 
exempt altogether from the obligatioiiB of Christianity. Witness 
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the TevellingH, mnrdsn, and excet ocM , so rife in our d>7 — the 
dens of in&inj set aput id largo towns &r gsmbliug aod other 
TKiioDB pneticai (and here I thooght the Dean must hare 
CBpeewHy had in bis Tiew the prownt ooadition of the oitj 
with vhich he is intimately ooanecled). Lastly, he exhorted 
his hearen to apply to themaelvea iDdiridnally the qnestioQ 
In the teit, and nerer to reet content withont its aatislactoiy 
•olalion. Althongh a somewhat plajner disconise than is nsnal 
iritb the Dean, this was by no means a bad sample of his style 
and manner. Simple, earnest, affectionate, and impresdve, he 
never GUI* to command attention, nor to convey the ide« that 
he himself feete deeply the force and oogen^ of his own 
reasoning. Indeed his moat prominent obarMteristie is a 
peculiar solemuty, of a kind which in general attaches <Hily 
to valedictory addreeees, when the preadie? and the hearer 
are not destined to meet again. Oppressed with the import- 
ance of hia mianon, he preaches as thongh in dread of fuling 
to convey the word ia its foUest potency, or of realiung the 
ill Buocess of that exhortation 



led scarcely odd, if it re»Uy exist, la 
withont foundation, for I know of no preacher better qualified 
to rasure an undivided attention, and a reverential frame of 
mind for the reeeptioa of truths of the moet solemn import, 
than tiie Very Rev. Dr. Peel. 

Tins parish posseBses niany spiritual and temporal blessings 
which have not bllen to the lot of other parishes generally, 
its church having been served for the last fifty years by 
men of well balanced zeal and kind hearla ; its poor have 
been well supplied Irom its ample aharities with clothing and 
many other comforts in sicknem ; and to all these blessings 
of ■ bonntifill Providence may be added, last, tbou^ not 
least, that the soil of the parish is of the beet quality. An 
escarpment running through the pariah from N.EL to S.W, 
divides the weaker aanda on the N.W. and N.E. firom the 
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rieher buna on tbs S.E. and S.W. ; ;et the Dnnclent meulowB 
(which «re made rich by irrigatioo) ara on the N^ taadj 
aide tbe steep escarpment A friencl took me to see a cave 
in the rock here ; it is oiled " The Devil's Den," and & 
horrifying t&le is told of a poor boj having gone into it with 
a string tied to his leg, and penetrating so &r, thai, as he 
gave no indication of Fetaming, be WM drawn oat and found 
to be dead. This snbtenanean passage, nhich is large enough 
to admit the body of a man, is a favourite resort of vermin. 

The spinniDg of yam is carried on at Hoo Brook, in this 
parish. Shenston and Stuiklin are hamlets of Stone. The 
population of the parish in 1641 was 4fi9; m 1851,478; the 
census returns, I regret to perceive, showing a comparative 
scarcity of the &ir sex here. The living is a vicarage, in the 
gift of the crown; it is endowed with the rectorial tithes, and 
the net mcome is between £600 and £900. Incambent, the 
Very Rev. the Dean of Worcester. Curate, Rev. R. S. Nash. 
It may be added, as a remarkable circumstance, that althongh 
Stone is an agricultural parish, unconnected with cathedral or 
episcopa] patrooage, it has been held by three Deans in suc- 
cession ; Dr. Flumptree, Dean of GloDCeEler, was (he incumbent 
for about half a century, and was succeeded by Dr. Farquhar 
Hook, Dean of Worcester, at whose death (abont a qoartar 
of a century ago) the Rev. John Peel (brother to England's 
late lamented atatesman) was inducted to the living, which he 
held while Dr. Morray was Dean of Worceeler, and when 
the latter was elevated to (he tee of BooheelOT, Dr. Peel 
became Dean of Worcester. 
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1> fibnting with pralta. No profUuUoD 
RcocbH ti» tbDugbli, wbn» thui to eui ind arcs 
Nklure bu miuie and bcr pTsjer luppllea ! " 

!H pj^gerved among the legeodary lore of this parish 
at ODe of the early lords of Wolrerley Court — od 
I Attwood — went aa m, crusader to the Holy Laad, was 
taken prisoner by the Saracens, and kept some years in a 
loathsome dungeon. He spent hia time in meditaUon and 
prayer; and one day, feeling unnsnally anxiona to know hoir 
matters were going on " at the old hoDse at borne," he 
made a solemn row to St. Mary that it he ahould be 
realored to bis own country be nonld aoign to her ehorcb 
at Worcester (the Cathedral) many a broad acre of bis rich 
domain. Strange that the incarcerated knight sbonld not have 
thongfat of striking that nsTer-failing chord before. As nsual, 
it was successful. The only difficulty that oocurred to the 
monkish &bricators of the elory was, as to bow tbey should 
transport tbe generous donor borne with the greatest expe- 
dition. Bnt suoh a perpleKity, it may be belieTcd, was but 
trifling to the obroaiclers of that time, who could unblnsbingly 
reoord, among their historical " &ctB," that eren the cattle at 
Asealon fought with tails and horns erect in the same ranks 
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with the eniswiera »g*iiM( the inSdeb;* Niil tbmt the imwr 
robe of the bkased Ticgin, when hung orer the bettlementa of 
Mij pyta town, wontd effectoally defeDd it bj cetding aU the 
iniiulw thrawn 1^ the beeiegets. The wunt, I ttj, beird the 
prftfer of the knightl; prieooer, and aa railways were not 
then amoDg the entitiee, he was bioaght through the air, 
fettered as be waa, and laid in % field near his own honaa 
Mis. Sherwood, who vte a native of Kiddenmoeter, telb the 
tale rather differeDtl)' by laying the ecene elsewhere, and saya 
he was depoBited in a field at AoBtelilfe, a mile and a half 
distant ; hnt that is " aeilher here nor there." Hearing the 
belli ring, he asked a paeaer-by the reaeon, and was iold that 
hia lady, tired of a single life, was about to be married that 
momiDg. The crusader, shocked at the perfidy and lioentioiu- 
nesa of women, lost no time in "forbidding the banns," but 
how be made up the affair with Mrs. AUwood, the eliranirder 
■ayeth not The fettere sud to have been worn by the prisoner 
are still preeerred at Wolverley Court, and the sculptured 
siabaater figure of the warrior lay in the old church ; but on 
the present edifice being built, the legs of the efflgy were 
mannfiuitured into plaster, and the trnneated bust is shown 
among the antiquities of " the Court." II is presumed that 
the knight was true to bis vow, for a oousiderabis amount of 
property in this parish still beloDga to the Cathedra] Church 
of Worcester ; and I am informed that a descendant of the 
Attwoods is yet living at Wolverley. Some of the family were 
eecheatoTB of the county in the time of Henry VI. The 
&milies of Sebright and Knight have likewise been connected 
with the parish. William Sebright, by will, in 1620, provided 
that foorteeu penny loaves should be diatribnted every Sunday 
to the poor of Wolverley, KiddermiuBter, Kinver, Oldswinford, 
Chaddealey, Alveley, and Bewdley, and ten shillings to the 
elerk of each parish ; be also built a school at Wolverley, and 
left £20 per annum for the master, and the overplus (arising 
from lands, &c) to repair the chorch and the four parish 
♦ Be* Hi^sr of WBiflotor. 
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}njdg«e, and to incrraise the master's saiaxy. " For the continu- 
mnoe of lore and Mendtifaip unong the feoffeee," the testator 
Isft "the anm of lea Bhilliogl to be spent among them for a 
dtinking " at tlieir yearlj meeting in Easter week, and to the 
viesT and olerk "ten shillings apiece, to be careful to put 
the feoTTecs in mind tnil; to perfiam tlie will." WfaeOier 
b> tlua drenmstanee may be attributed the sueccss and per- 
DMneney of the sehool I eannot say, hat it appears that the 
mcome last year was nearly £700, and the number of scbolazB 
in this and the boys' and girls' acfaools nearly 400, including 
Ae children of all panshioners, whether settled inhatntants or 
not, who choose to send them. It has been calculated that the 
inoome of the London hoases belonging to this charity would 
aaiount to £7,000 per atmnm, if the king leases of the holders 
eould be set aside. The schools are a great boon to Wolverley, 
and have on the whole been adrantageously managed Btr the 
[daee. The founder is described in the pariah-book as *■ the 
leligianB, charitable, and Chriptian William Sebright." His 
"yerie loving friende, ye vicar ot Wolverley," was charged 
with the execDtion of his bei^ueet. Before the great edaca- 
tional movement began, the feoSees of thia ecbool had, as early 
as 1624, anticipated the just demand that has now sprang up 
tor an exten^on of these trusts. At that time a lower boys' 
and girls' schools were added to the single school founded hj 
the irilL Since tliat time two infant achoola have been built, 
and greater eflicieney is being aimed at. 

Wolverley belongs chiefly to Sir Thomas Sebright, Mr. 
Kidght, M.P., Mr. J. P. Brown Weethead, acd Mr. W. 
Hancocks, oF BlakeahaU HaU. The ancestors of Mr. Knight 
were among the first ironmasters in the kingdom, and 
aoqoired a huge fbrtune thereby. Lea Castle was boilt by 
one 'of them ; it was afterwards, with the estate (in 1823), 
pnrcfaBsed by the Ute Mr. Brown, who made considerable 
additions thereto. Mr. Btowa filled the office of high sheriff 
for this connty in 1833; and on the death of his widow, 
his nephew, Mr. J. F. Brown Westhead, the late membei' 
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for EnaMsborongb, ioooeeded to the propecty. It ia nid 
thkl wben Khig Cliaries mode hii escape from the battla 
of Woroeater tie crossed the dell upon the bhok of vhieh 
the cutle sfauida, and so proceeded to Kin&re, on hk y/ay 
to Boscobel. There gtowg kguost one of the roond towera 
of the eaMle an extiaordinBT}' ipecimen of ivy, the Btem 
of which is of abnoat unifoiiD thickoeaa trom the ground ap 
to a height of fire feet, at which altitude it aends Ibrth 
muneious braochaa. The cLrmmfbrenoe of tbe tnuk ia, at 
the base, twenty-two inehea, and at the point at which the 
bnnebea diverge, about twenty inehea. The church (at whidi 
we baie at laat airived, after conndeniblfl puffing and Uowing, 
fTDm the BtecpneflH of the approach) waa also rebuilt hj ooa 
of the Knight bmily (the grandfather of the preaent U.P.} 
in 1772, aided by tbe liberal laaiaUnce of the pariiMtaien. 
The old churoh waa pulled down in 1769. The new BtractuTa 
requicea but brief deacription, having apparently been erected 
more with a view to size aJid accemmodation tlian architeotnriJ 
heanty. The steep bank on which it stands overtooka the 
Stonr, gbding rapidly between rows of osierB, the oppomte 
hank discloaing in the centre of ita beautifully wooded apao* 
the toweia of Lea Castle. Farther roood yon look down, 
through a loophole in the churchyard trees, on the principal 
street of the village, the plea«ng features of which are eon- 
uderably augmented by tbe lai^ and handaome grammar 
BChool, erected here io 1629-30. Tbe taste which led to the 
selection of such beautiful spots for tbe erection of churohea 
was at once correct and judicious, for unqueetionably one of 
the hcet provocations to the devout and ardent worship of 
Qod is a feeling of admiration for the wondrona natunJ 
beaaty of His works. Wolverley church is spadous and lofty, 
conusting of chancel, nave, aisles, and email weatem toww. 
The arches of Ihe nave are high, atilted, and aemi-circnlar, 
the pillan being square; the roof is flat, with ornamented 
cornice. There are galleries on three aides, that at the west 
end containing a large organ. Bung built originally witboDt 
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g&llerieB, the preseot combrooB pilbun were not fonnd bo 
ineosvenlait is they have since proved. As it now is, ■ 
hige portion of the chiircb is aBeleaa, owing to their size, 
and manj pews are thns rendered Toneless. A prepositioo 
bis been mora than once laid before the influential parisbioners 
ta remove these uitBightly memorials of a tastele« age, as 






nited ■ccommcxiQ.tiot 



of (be building. It is obvious that the ventilation of 
the chnroh might be much improved, besides the accom- 
modalJoii greall; increased. The Archdeacon of Worcester 
has eajoined sondry needful repairs. The gallery ou the 
Booth side waa erected by the late Mr. Knight, for the 
benefit of the people of Cookley ; but though they now 
have a church of their own, I am happy to hear that this 
gAllray space could ill be spared. A shocking specimen of 
(he art of design is exhibited od the east wait, the window 
being edged with green and yellow lozenge panes, while the 
wall on Mdh wde is punted to represent drawing-room cnrtains. 
FortQnatety the view of this production a intercepted by a 
lofty pulpit and reading desk being placed in the middle of 
(hat end of the centre aisle. The walls of the church are 
of brick, stone coloured, and the windows are long semi- 
circular-headed openings, put so close together aa to cause the 
Intermediste walls to have the qipearance of piers or pilaster- 
strips. There is an hexagonal font here, decorated with 
qnati^ils, losenges, and cable mouldings ; and I was also 
shown a canopy or " sounding-board " of a polpit, bearing 
date 1638, and the insoripUDn — " Be of one mind : live in 
peace, and the Ood of love and peace shall be with you." 

Among the charities recorded on the walls are the following : 
John Longmore, of Clifton, Gloucestershire, gave £600 in 
Qovenuneat securities, to provide bread every Sunday morning 
to the most deserving poor, members of the established church. 
Edmund Tyer, a rope-maker, gave 40s. in 1620. Other small 
bequests fallow, and then an inscription aets forth that a 
£100 share in the three per cents, was bought in by W, Trow, 
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Esq. (one of the chmchwudens in 181G), " being the amount 
of the chiritsble gifta of the several luunes above-meiilioned," 
of oomw not incloding the £fiOO gift. John Smith, of 
BkkcehkU, in IS33, gave £600 to pay, out of the intemt 
thereof, £12 yearly to the cnmte or ofBciB^g minister, ior 
preaching a Bermon every Snoday eveniog, and the remainder 
for clothiDg husbandmen and poor widoira. Bichard Bibb, 
yeoman, in 1704, gave a dwelling-hooBe and land at Shsnslane, 
in the pariah of Stone, for the relief of (he poor. The chnrdi 
oontaini mODUmenls to several members of the fkmihes ol 
Enigfat, Brown, Hancocks, Smi^i, Bate, Hurtle, Lavender, Sus. 
The chnrohyard, which ia of immeDse size, containa the 
following among other InBcriptions, eomewhat peculiar in 
character: 

" Lang life OQ tmiih doa but Inoreue our pftln, 
AaA tham tliat w Ibo ihortut life will hiia Ibe greaUit giln." 

" B; jmfit >b« lintw abe nill greexiy be mlnsd, 



Mj loM i» great— bi hor I did iddM, 

BeraaM tbe lone^r yi lived togellitT I loved her itUl the mora.' 

On James Worrall, who was thirty years clerk of this parish, 
and who died in 1G06, at the age of seventy-nine, a stone is 
raised " to record hia worth both in bis pnblio and private 
ebtracter, and as a mark of personal esteem " — 



Also a memorial to Mary hia wife, and then follow these vi 
" If sonnlj bsrdi sdorr 



o'flr e&ch wutior'a doBt, 
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Tfae nuuitle of thia good servane of the church aeema to have 
deeuended opoD a north; Buccamr in the penon of his 
joDDgeBt BOD, Thomu WomJl, who has nov hdd the office 
of cUsA for fortj-BeTen jsotb, and vho baa oerer, during UM 
km); term, miaaed an; part of hia Sunday or weekly duties 
through illness, tuid bat t, very lew times fram any other eanae. 
And here I ratut not omit to record my tribute to the decenc; 
and order of the perfiMTnaoce of divine servioe at Wolverley 
chnrob. 

The parish of Wolverley inelndea the hunleta of Little 
Wolverley, Sien Hill, Horseley, GannBall, Blakeshall, Kinggford, 
Anatdiffe, Lowe, and Cookley. A large number of gentry 
re^e in this pariah, among whom may be named- — Hr. 
J. P. Brown Weelliead, Lea Castle; Mr. Ball, Sinn Hill; 
Mr. Al&ed J. Hancocka, Manor Hooae ; Mr. William 
Hancodu, Blakeehall Hall ; Mr. Hampbre; Bate, Caslle 
Hill; Mr. J. Wateon, The Hill; Mr. F. W. Knight, M.P., 
Wolv^oy House ; Mr. Charles Mathews, Shrubbery House ; 
Mr. Mathew Heath, Cookley Hoiue; Mr. J. Sandeis, &c. 
The popnlatioD has increased from S,083 in 1S41, to 2,43S in 
1851, and there were eighty more females than males at the 
last cenans. Only Rfty yeua ago the population of Wolverley 
was but 950, white tliat of Bewdley was 3671 (or nearly 350 
more than at present). la reference lo this subject, the popn- 
latton retnms prove Ih&t the onward progreea of the manufae- 
turing pariahep during the fifty years has been particularly 
decided. Kidderminaler has nearly trebled itself in the 
borough ; and the foreign, by the extension of the town, has 
nearly doubled its population. Lower Mitton (in Stoorport) 
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has large]; inereaaad, and to has Wolverley, ths Hat of ths 
•xlemiTe Cookie; forge, and also of screw works, and the 
nunofaetUFS of iron and dn platca. It is recorded tiiat caimoD 
were formerly bored here. Bewdley, on the cootniy, has 
fiUlen off Bbont three hundred, partly throagh the traffic and 
trade of the place being drawn to other qouters bf new 
ht^itiee for the carriage of goods, and parti; through an 
wiatocnitic feeling which perrades the upper olasaee of the 
town and nnghbonrhood, tuid leads them to diaeonrage manu- 
laetnres beouse they detract from the quiet and mpect^ility 
of an .ancient and coe; borough. The agricoltural palishe* 
have aJHo made aome adnnce ui the number of thwr people, 
the improred cultivation of the bud requiring more labour 
than the old aystem, notwithataoding the extensive nae of 
machinery tox doing agricultmal work which hae latdy oome 
into vogue. TIm enclosure of waalea has also done aomething 
towards making this increase. The house* seem to Iwve 
increased in abont the same proportion as the people, i» 
nlber more, both in the agricultural and in the manuiaotoriag 
districts. Taking the oenmis of ^e union altogether, it dlaolooes 
strong proob of steadily increasing praaperity in the district. 

The labouring population have lieen mostly attraoted to 
Wotverley by the employmeut oF the Cookley Iron Company. 
A description of Carlyle's may be applied to Ihem as to 
character : " They are a good-natured, sluggish people, drinking 
home-brewed beer, and eating home-baked bread, and mudi 
given to Methodism of a peculiar character." 

The increase in the population of Cookley, and its distance 
fRKU the pariah chuich, indnced the inhabitants and neigh- 
bouring gentry, about four yearn ago, to erect ■ church there, 
which has now a district attadied. At the cost of between 
£3,000 and £4,000 they accordin^y erected 8 new edifio^ 
with parsonsge-houae and infant school, without grant or aid 
from any society. The site was given by Sir T. Sebright, 
b^g on a gentle eminenoe near the Staffordshire and Wor- 
ceatershire Canal. On the 20th of February, 1649, the flnt 
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•tone mi bid b; Hn. Wilbain Haooodu, and the m 
toolf place ia September of the same year. Tbe s^le is 
Early Enj^iih ; thtne i» a nave, aeparated from the aialea by 
elegant anhee, with clerartorf, lighted by traeeried windows, 
aialea aod chaaoel, with veatry adjoiDing, and a finely pro- 
portioned tower at the west end, oontaining five bells. Tbe 
roof is of onamaMd timber, and the ohnrob ia fitted up with 
stalls iBd open seate, and a gallery onder the tower. Enbanee 
is by the nordi porch. There is accommodation for tout 
bundred persona, one hondred and fifty of the sittingg being 
k-ea. The bnilding is of grey brick, with stona dreaainga, 
and ia after tbe dengns of Mr. E. Smith, arehiteot, of 
OUairinfixd. It i* mdowed with £1,000 by W. Uaneocho, 
Esq., in whom the presentation is vested. Incumbent, Rev. 

nie paridi reglaler dates from 1 539 ; the books are in 
good preawvation, bat seem to have been indifferen^y kept 
after Blifabeth's reign. 

From flis ardures of Worceatar Cathedral it appears diat 
in B66 two mansM at Wolverley were given to the monks of 
Worcester by the Uercian king ; and Leofrie, Earl of Merda, 
gave to Prior Wnlstan five bides at Wolverley for the use 
of the i^botorj. When WiDiam the Conqueror, after the 
battle of Hastings, ravaged the country, Wnlstan, Bishop of 
Worcester, with many others, submitted to him, and attended 
on his eorooation ; and soon sflerwards that king gave to the 
lushop the village of " CaUacljffe, a member of Wolveriey, 
containing two bidea, for the use of the monlu of St Mary, 
on cMidition the; should pray to God for the health of bis 
soul, sod the soub of all those who had leusted him in getting 
possession of ^is kingdom, and that whatever guilt be had 
«antraoled in so dung might be forgiven him." In 116fi 
Bidrap Roger gave to the prior and convent of Worcester 
tbe tJinidi of Wolveriey, as well the tithes aa the landa of it, 
for the nw of the monks, reeerving a anffloiant portion Eov 
tba vicar, and decreeiHg that of the nsnal pensioa of fire 
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nurks pud tberefrom to the coDTent, three fihanM be pud 
yearly to the chunberluD uul two (o the ^uuitoF. And k 
GODtrareiay ariajitg between the monks uid Thomas, clerii, 
ooDceniing eartaia titliea of tlua ohurdi, it was driegated by 
the Pope to Bishop Boger and to R. Archdeacrai of PiMtoa 
to deteimine it ; who made this compoaitiDn, that the said 
Thomaa Hhonld hold for ever the ahorah of Wolverley, in the 
name of the mookg, with all its appurteuuiceB as well in lands 
aa in tithes, except the tithes of the demesnee of the monks, 
and to pay ta|,tbem two marks yearly in the name of the said 
church, and a third mark tor the third part of the tithe of 
the whole village, ancieDtly due to the ehamberhun. King 
John, when at Worcester, in 1207, gave the prior and oonrent 
great priTilegea in their manors at WoWerley and other plawo. 
In a window of the choir of Worcester Cathedral was kiaavHf 
a painting of a king, with this inscription : " Johannes Res 
dedit libertatem manerioram de Lindragg, Wolwarddey, 
Stoke." In 1374, "for the building of Worceata? Cathednd 
tower, the churdi of Wolrerley was in speoisl terms impra- 

Bsskerrille, the celebrated printer, was bom at Sim Hill 
in 1706, though the Birmingham people have claimed the 
honour of hia birth. He was a clever man, and eeecolrio, 
bnt an infidel; and fallowed BuoceesiTely the occnpations of 
a sohoohnaster, painter, japanner (in which he made a (tatmie), 
printer (then the beet in the world), and ^e-fonnder. 

The vicarage of Wolverley is valned at £300. Vioar, Rev. 
C. R. S. Cocks. Curate, Rev. W. B, Haatings. Organist, Uim 
Jane Bencher. Clerk, Mr. Thomas Worrall. Beadie, Samnel 
Waasall. The Dean and Chapter of Woroester are in^iro- 
priaton of the tithes, and pali«ns </ the living. The grmt 
tiOiee are leased out. The great and small tilhea were partly 
commuted in 1775, and a commutadon of the renuundsr cpf 
the former has taken place, uoder a late act, for £811, and 
of the latter for £39. There is a vii^iage and eight-and-half 
acres of glebe. The portion of the parish now fbrming the 
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dUiict of CooUe]' a f«w yean tLgo was ent off ftom dependeoce 
upon the puioh diord) — the dean and chapter, aa also th« 
tiett at the pariah, vuTing all rights of patroiia)(e. The aoil 
hera is gmerill; light, reMing on red BaodstoDe, and is generall j 
fertile. In one port are SDma houses of a ^gnlar dceeriptioD, 
cot ODt of the natoral sandstoDe. From Dr. Hook's " Ecole- 
■iaatieal Biograph/," Id the arUole on the life of Dr. Thomas, 
Bidtop of WOToester, who bad resigned the bishopric, as 
one of the Doa-jnring tushops, at the befpnning of William 
Ill's rdgn, it U stated that he had agreed with Dr. Martin, 
then Ticar of Wolveriej, to cotne and Uto with hun. This 
pnrpoee ms, bowerer, arr«eted b; the death of ^e good 
bishop, who (whateTer we ntaj think of his sarupleB abont 
the oaths) was a great clerical disciplinarian, and an enforcer 
e among cathedral dignitaries. 



Cjinrtltill. 



^)8tgS its name implies, this little edifice Ibrmerly atood 
891k °o <^ e^TaUon, still c&lled Churchill, in a parish of 
iPlStv that name between Kidderminst^ and Stourbridge. 
After in vtiin acarehing for It on every high place in the 
nelghbonrbood of the qiot indicated on the map, I espied 
its diminotlTe bell-cot among a gronp of houses down in a 
T^ey, to which the hnmble structure was said to have been 
traoBplanted aboDC the year 1470. There is nothing remarkable 
in the bnilding, which is simply oblong, without transept, uale, 
or ohapeL The windows are duetly Bquare-haaded, of three 
Gghts, and nearly the whole of the masonry is more Perpon- 
dieular in style than in poddon, the north wall being shored 
np by buttresses. One or two of the windows and other 
portions wonld appear to have belonged to the older church. 
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The east end ia of Ijricl, and the porch on the lotith side a 
of the BMDB nukteriid. There u a plun odagonal font, and, 
aa DHUl in old chnrchca, a venerable diest, vhidi, b; Ha 
nideneas, defies lU caJenlatian aa to date. A notificalion 
affixed to tba wall gete fiirth that Richard Penn, erf Harborow, 
Ha^ef, gave fbnr acrea of land and a latenumt in Wofe m t M 
Sli«et, Kiddermmater, for the repain of the chorch and fi>r 
buying books and omamenta for the aame, and for diyen 
other naee; tbt property in 1831 amonnling to die aonnal 
valne of £30. 15b. Thia dimaliDa woa oa &r hack aa the 
year 1470, the alleged date of erection of the preerait chnreh, 
on which occauon prohahly the gift vaa conferred. One Boger 
Bconett, in 1603, alao gaTe property tor iba like pnrpoee, 
and for the muntenaoce or relief irf aoldiera, and towarda 
the proTisioil of the king's bouBehold. That was at a time 
when, diere b«ng no atandlng army, troops were laiawd from 
towna and TiUa|;«B, and th« Majesty of England was freqaentlj 
indebted to the hoapitali^ of the mbjeet for comfort and 
aaustanoe. The above income is applied principally to die 
repairs of the chnreh, the anrplua supporting a aebool, at 
which abont giiteen boya and twenty girla attend. There 
ia also a Sunday school. 

Jadging from what I saw, the aohool doea not exerdaa 
a veiy powerfet influence ou the panx^ial youth. Just beffwe 
the oonunenoement of the aervices many of them were gadding 
about over the graves, or flattening their nosea against the 
dinieh windows, aa they look a aynoptiGal view of the indi- 
vidnalfl who had already taken thnr seats ; others were in 
th« interior, and in the same manner reconnoitring the 
operatima going on without. One of two mde boys marched 
np and down the dioreh with th«r hata on, and a group or 
two of rid women were eonveraing earnestly and emphatioBll; 
on Um atining events which bad no doubt oocarred in the 
village during the preceding week. While old people wiU 
set auch examplea to yonng ones, there can be no wonder at 
the aberration of the latter taaa the paths of propri«qr. A 
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TkJiQ uid aome tneu uiigera ooDdnated the vocal force in a 
nuue efficieot maiuier than is uaiul at SDch small pUoM, 
and the rest of the serriceB were ivell and qnietl)' performed. 
The TOBDor of Churchill is but three miles in ciroumference. 
The living is B disclmrged rectory. A portion of^e tithea 
were commnted id 1773 for land, of which there are ninetf-five 
acres, valued at £100 per annum; the remainder were com- 
muted for a nait-cbarge of £ 1 66, and there ia a glebe-hoose. 
lucumbeut, ihe Rev. Reginald Pyndar Toiner ; no curate. 
Gerk, Thomas Lane. The patronage is in the Turner tamilj. 
The late clergyman at Churchill was the Rev. J. A. Baxter, 
a man of considerable attainmraita, who wrote a work on 
church atohiteoture, and assisted in compiling a hymn-book 
now mucb used in this county. Population of the parish in 
1841, 164; in 1851, 193. It is recorded that, although the 
area of Cburchill is very small, the growth of damascene 
plnms was once so great that eTCn the tithe of them amounted 
to something oonsiderable. The Diokens bmily, of Bobbington, 
were lords of this manor from U3S to 1657, and it is said 
that £ram this &mily Mr. Diokens, the antbor, is descended. 

THE LYE-WASTERS. 
On the high road between Stourbridge and Kidderminster, 
on my return to the latter place, I fell in with a few 
cart-loads of Lye-Wasters i«tiiinmg hiHne to the uel^i- 
boorfaood of Stoorbiidge after their annoal ezodns to the 
bop-[acking district. The numhers wedged into the space of 
each small cart averaged about twenty-five — women and 
children; the men walking, and by their sticks and shouUngs 
urging on the wretched jaded brutes of horses, which attempted, 
though at fearful odds, to diag on their dirty, exulting, rol- 
ISoking, pitilees cargoes. A oonple of days at least must be 
coosumed in their journey homo from the □eighbourhood of 
Worcester, and one would have thought that as the nulway 
was enabled to take them there in a single hoar, at the charge 
ot a pmn; per mile only, they would readily have diosen the 
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ewifCer passage ; for although it might prove a more expeaBiv« 
one, the gain of an extra daj's work Bhonld be set againat that 
But no t To the minds of these simple people the lailwajr 
petaaiiM not ths chann of the primidve cart or iraggon, in 
which all are hnddled in one indiscriminate heap — the wajside 
iim, irith its supplies of creature comforts — the short black 
pipe^ which nearly all of them smoke from an early age — 
the ample Insure giren them on the road for the discimion 
of whatsoerer topic might present itself — and that these are 
sharply contested "fljere'g nobody can deny" — all this kind 
of gipsying has in it for more of romance and enjoyment 
for tlie poor, hardworking Lye-Wasters, than the methodical 
predion and bewildering swiftness of the railway ; and at to 
the expense, the modem utilitarian notion, that " time is 
iRoDey," has never yet penetrated their heads. I watched tho 
last cart-ioad of these Zingari, as they stopped at a road-mde 
" public," and almost envied the hilarity of the happy female 
crew — laughing, squalling, chattering, singing, smoking — till 
the lazy vehicle gradnally disappeared over the brow of the 
biU, bat the mirthfnl noiseB of these sons and danghters of toil 
were home on the breeze lor a long time sAer they hod been 
lost to sighl I am indebted to a valued friend for a descrip- 
tion of the singular people known in the neighbonrhood of 
Stourbridge by the denomination of " Lye- Wasters," or inhab- 
itant* of that "continent of mud" which hears the name of the 
Ly«-Waste. They are supposed to be of Saxon origin, and 
nse a very large proportion of Saxon words ; they are disthiet 
from the population of the surrounding conntiy, are small in 
person, and not peculiariy attractive in feature, which is sup- 
poeed to be the result of th^ inter-marriages. Their boosea 
are chie€y built of mud— a material, however, which is feat 
disappearing, from the effects of the late extnwrdinai? wet 
■g"*™" Nearly eadi separate house has a vote for the east«ni 
diviuon of the county. Originally built on the " waste," thej 
were eofranohised preparatory to one of the county contesta 
between the Lygon and Lytteiton families. The major part 
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of the people ore known by family n 

herediUiy Tnckeys, Squirrels, Fongiee, Stont-ucB, Crabs, Old 

CrokeTH, <a, to quote an old biJbul whicb my friend picked op — 

" Tbm *■ Old Hone mid BmJler, und Tuckaj tbe Cripple, 
If DO pog Ibtf «nld gM, ttiar »nr would Hpple i 
Tben 'i Bmukn Hid UanTmui. UkoviK Cog Bound, 
And Old OrowlAT, trboie fealljigi 1 with not to wound, 
Tliougli ha pat op a funiMe, I 'n benrd people ny, 
BuUt hb loot In the fin-hole, ud wu Ibera forced lo ItHj, 
Whan lia rou'd out eloud, iMlng fiil In the tnp. 
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For wblcb gnal lunenU 
And vow'd the poor fellr 

And from the itij ha wi 



re Indunriona ud Seree, bi hard work tl 
JUT In tlia mominff till eleren mt nfght, 
I DO men toll like tbem on thla ride Uis 



The poaitton of aa offleer who goes lo Eerre a writ or 
euDunooB apoQ any one in this colony may be readily 
imaged. "Does John Smith live herot" " Joba Smith T 
No. It 'a old Shuff." " Thtfi who lives next doorl" " Oh, 
that 'a Go Waxer." " And who ia oppogila to yoa t" " Why 
Mosey Boxer 'e one on 'em, and then there 'h Kick-Padding 
and Tallyho." Officer: "Good Heavens! and not a ChriBtiaa 
name amongst tbe tribe t At what miheard-of region have 
I at last arrived!" Lye-Wasler; "That don't matter so 
muoh ; but look 'ae here : if Ihee doeBna' walk thj chalka 
kindiah like, thy noggin head '11 veel the wallopin' ov Old 
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Sbkffihj, and Nlntar, and Soob, and Jaek Rag, and Old 

Dun^, and Scab, and ." (OSoer, with looks of horror, 

rapidly pooketa the mimmoa», and retnato with all imaginable 
baste, b^g elosely foUoved roand «a^ tuTDtng with a Bhover 
of broken eroekery, pot-handles, and walking Micka.) Happily 
thia state of things — which my Stourbridge readera will admit 
IB no hbie — ia now gndoally giving way before the inareaaed 
IntelligeDoe of the day and tbs renewed Tiaita of the regieliBr. 
Indeed the tending miwionariei to Hong Kong or New Zealand 
woold bare been a sad anomaly had not the moral condition 
of the Lye- Waste been better oared for now than in Umes 
gime by. 

Tbe popnlatton of this place were fbnneFly neariy all 
nailen — men, women, and children ; the latter begimiiDg to 
learn the ciafl aa eady aa aeren yeara of age. But let it 
not be supposed that this is the only empkiyment, besides 
that of hop-picldng, to which the Lye-Waalere can "tain 
their hand." Until the Wiltehire men applied themselTes 
to the business of turnip boeiag, and the drill had rendered 
the thinning of the tnmip crop a work requiring less judg- 
tntmt and' labour. Urge numbers of the mate denizens of 
the Lye periodieally perambnlated the countiy, fallowing 
thia employment, and by judiciously timing their labours, 
first lo the early and gradually to tile later soils, made 
good wages. The same remariis apply to reaping, the 
nulera being eeletoated tor tfadr akiU in, and the cleaimeaa 
with which they perform, tbis important portion of harreat 
work. The number who go to thia work haa been ysarly 
decreasing since low prices of prOTieion and more steady 
employm^it in the nail shops has prerailed. But the num- 
ber is still oonwderable ; and, as the crops progress towards 
matuii^, aocnrate information of their weight, cleamcas, and 
general condition, !a obtuned from " foggera " (persona who 
travel with nails about the conotry), or pwsons delegated 
to visit and examine on the spot In July, the brmera 
oome to the Lye, tiie contract for cuttmg the crop is tnadf^ 
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■ad " aunegt money " paid. The fuTners depart home. 
The reapers then comider the boi^in the; have made, 
the number of batties they will requiie, who they ahaJl be, 
and other mottarB in eonnedien with the buaineea on hand. 
Like their Saxon progenitors, jenr Lye-Waatets most pro- 
fbnndly believe that all matters of bnvneHS pivgreea beet 
hj the ale-pot, and, m a couequence, the oirangemsnts 
ore seldom completed mitU not only the "eameat money" 
ia expended, but the bith of " mine host " is exhausted', 
and a long soore nm np, to be liquidated at " the ratom 
fnm horreat." These matters of buBinesa atrongement 
•nd drinking bouts are colled "Cole's Woke," from the oir- 
eDmstaaoe, as tradition reoords, that at some tar-off poet 
lime, one Cole, baring got gloriously "disguised in drink," 
mgnged in a pugilistie enoounter with the wife of bis 
bosom, but in the &ay he came off seooad beat ; and hence, 
vhen an encoimter takes place betwixt man and woman — 
in time post a not very unconunoa thing here~~-it ia called 
"Cole's Woke," on which occasion the neigbboun may be 
■een inuming to die row, excUuming, " Here '■ Cole's Woke ! 
Here's CoIo'b Woke!" Some wiies at the Lye meaaore 
the affection and love of their husbands by the amoDOt of 
tlmtshiiig they get, and in«taneee lutTe been known in 
which a merciful husband has been upbruded by his spouse 
in no measured terms, and odious compBrisons drawn 
between his craTen heart and the naolineeB of some neigh- 
boor Growler, or Thwacker, who won his wife's love as 
the Indiana do their sweethearts — by fracturing their sknlls. 
To the " hopping," nombers of men, and neoi'ly oil the 
women and cUldren who eon toddle abonl, go annually. Of 
course tbe number is in some degree dependent on the crop, 
bat eyea when this ia small there are not many who fail to 
go, though it be but fbv a few days. The pnotice is for Uie 
" hop-master " to visit the Lye at a gireu day, and engage 
with a p^son to pick the hops at a price per bushel, with 
or without food, the price being dependent on tho goodnesa 
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of tbe en^ tod other contmgeacie& The hop-nusleF 
advancee a Bnm of monej, and perhaps eagagea on a day 
•ppwnted to send a vaggon for the pickers. The vehicle, 
liowerer, seldom goes to the Lye, but stops at Sloiuhridge 
or Oldawiofbrd, to avoid the eiorbilvit paTinent of nine-pence 
for eaeh horse, as charged on the Lye road. Otherwise carts 
Are obtained at the Lye fbr the young, the old, sod decrepit ; 
the hale and hearty wending their vay on foot. Anon, the 
wwk bebg oompieted, and an almoat incalenlable quantity 
of dder consomed, and after deeping almost promisoiioDaly 
together in barns and sncb-liiie places, they return pretty 
much as they went, bnC with tile addition (among Others) of 
bags of ^iples, carried on almoat eveijr head, and with long 
strings of the same fruit artanged ronnd the neolu of the 
femalea, hbe monster eoral necldaees. Theee are not Dn&«- 
qumtly intended Ibr and presented to peTBOns who may have 
done a kind act, or rendered soma aerrice to the par^ 
presentiiig, and for vrhiiA any payment or other requital 
offered would be deemed an unpardonable insult Or they 
are to please some child or aged pasou, or other loved one 
left at home, or not nobeqnently to gratify a feeling of 
vanity, on which they are a heavy tax, for the weight of 
fruit Bometimea placed on a sbing is sufGcirait to ttre the 
Deck of a bnll, if not under the influence of a strong moliTe. 
Not a few specimens of hops also End their way to the Lye, 
in gay festoon or wreath, decking the heads and bodies of both 
sexes. I have been told that more than a thousaud bop- 
picfcers per week pass thrat^ Kiddenninster iu some seasons 
for three weelm, but these are not all Lyo-Waaten, many of 
them belonging to Rowlqr Regis, Cradley, Sedgiey, Wordsley, 
&C., and are mostly nulais. Just outside the town tiiey 
smooUi their hair, get some of the mud off their boots, and 
arrange tlieir festoons and necklaces of hops and fruit. A 
flddier not anfreqnently forms one of the gronp ; some gangs 
sing hymns, and others songs of a questionable character, just 
as they are in the vein. 
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XMBU4T1L the leveiitli tad aiglith of VictorU tliU UlUe 
fl ffl JR puiab (brmed thtt tip of ■ tongue Qf Und beiimgnig 
iSSCE to StaiForddiire wbicb imn into the Eonnty of Worcester, 
bat Dov we h*ve tl]« advuttage of Dnmberiiig its populatfam 
■mong OUT own — being 143 mull in 1B61, or an inerense of 
fiHirteen in Ibe decade of yetn. It ia beaatifuUy ritaated on 
the wett dde of the Cleat Hilb. The cfaorch ia a plain brick 
bailding, with atone cornice, erected in 1780, and contoina 
aboDt one hundred mttings, but poeaeaeea no featore oaUing for 
remark. Tlie Hviog ia a rectorf, in the gift of Sir E. D. ScotL 
The tithes have been commnted for £324. Ia. 6d., including 
the titbe of the glebe, wbioh sompriMa fifty-three and a half 
acres. There ia a achool here aupported by sDhecription, wbieh 
educates twenty-fonr day and Sunday seholara. A. amall yesrtf 
sum was bequeathed hy John Harria in 1701, out of Bradford 
Ueadow (now converted into a mill-dam), which ia now 
adminiatared to the poor, to the MDonnt of thirty shillinga per 
annnm. In addition to thia, £i was bequeathed by the Rev. 
Mr. Sparry, which ia now in the hands of the inoumbent, at 
miereat; alao £20 to the achool and £20 to the poor, both 
wbidi tmtm are in the Savings Bank at Stourbridge, having 
bscD beqneathed by Mn. Sntberiand, of Stourbridge, and 
inverted Febrosiy 1, lesl. The Rev. E. Dndlsy (admitted 
in ISID) is the rector. Clerk, Chailea Boaghton. 
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4 the month of Maj — it ma m IdtsIj' S&turd&j eroiiiig 
— I mounted the Wolveriiaiiipton coBch at Worcester 
i tor Stourbridge, where I was to steep at a Mead's 
hooae, and walk to Ualeaoweo {EmT mitea) the next morniiiK. 
On m; attouptiDg (o take die box seat, the ooachnuui poUtelf 
iofomied me tluit it was alreadji engaged: the gmtlemaD, 
howerer, who diunied it was not to be seeD, aai ten — flftem — 
twenty minntea elapeed trmn the proper time of Btartill)^ 
liefore this reepeotable individual made Ins ^peuaiKe, and 
put a stop to the objnrgatioas of • large nnmber of f. 
ere the; ripened into exetxations. H 
an lul of Hmiling fam[liarit7, and, frmn the o 
ensoed, it appeared that he had been in the constant haUt 
of regularly patronwng this OMch to and from Worceetm 
ever]' Saturday, and therefore no doubt felt that he coold 
take whatever liberties he choae both with coaohman and 
paasengeis. He had never miaaed but one Sstnrdaj, and 
that was when the coachman had the common senae to start 
without him. On our arrival at Kidderminalar he went off 
to do a litde abopping, and agwn kept our pstieaee on tiis 
l«ek for a time which, under the circumBtaiices, no donbt 
seemed double its real length. By and bye our mde&tigablo 
traveller hove in aight, cariTing a number of bed-poala, iv 
something of that bmd, which he had been purehasing ; and 
to stow these &w»y about the coach waa auother work of 
time. While I was mentally resolving to pin him to the 
head of this artide, he remounted ^e coach, and, with the 
blandest look, and in the moet gossiping, Iree-and-esey kind 
of way, attempted to be facettoos. Our mnaclea neTcrthekes 
proved inflexible ; not even a smile waa got up Iiy the whole 
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pkriy, for with trhatsoever Christi*n fortitDde we might faave 
been diipo«ed to b«kr tfae deep itrong he had done ni — and 
wu DO doubt in the habit of doing to society at large — it 
irai muuimoaBl; felt tbat now he bad added insult to injury. 
An hieroglyphie inscription was some time ago foand on a 
temple in Kgypt, which was to tbis effect — "AH yon who 
come into the world, and go oat of it, knew this — that the 
gods hate impadence." Nor can the goda of Eg^t hate 
impudence more than I do; and if thia he not impodence — 
for one man to keep a whole ooach's company waiting twice 
in one evening, and show no wgns of contrition for the erimo, 
but rather attempt to be &celionB upon it — then I am no 
Judge of tbat plentifblly abounding attribnte. But this I will 
affirm, that every nnpnnotnal peraon is ■ nuisance, and becomes 
doubly 90 when he wastes the time of others with his own. 
The nllw»y system, I trust, will soon root oat all snch nDxiona 
propensitiea. Meanwhile I shonld advise tW coach passengers, 
tn sach cases as the above, to keep in their pockets the fto 
they bod designed for the coachman, and let that fanctionaiy 
look to his favourite box-passenger for bis emolnments. The 
eqnonimi^ of my nund on the above occa»on was only restored 
by the beautifid aqieet of nature, and the pleasing feelings 
which are irrenstibly engoiderad by a sunny evening in May. 
On all sides the promising verdure of early crops greeted 
the eye, and j^om the fields of sweet smelling beana the 
most delidona fragrwieo was wafted, while hedg^-rowa and 
gardena wece richly dight with May-lmllB and the golden 
chains of the hbumom. The first jonmey one takes in the 
eonntry, when " gentle spring " has anperaeded the winter's 
Irost and snow, realises to my mind the apocalyptic vision 
of a new heaven and a new earth, " for behold, iH thinga 

Prior to an Act of Parliament passed in 1844, respecting 
insnlated portions of counties, Halesowen was in Shropshire ; 
it is now a part of the oonnty of Wtsceater, as it is said 
to have been beforo the ConquMt There are no lees than 
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fifteen toviuhipB belonging to Hmlesowen, viz^ Cndlej, Lntle]', 
Haabmy, Hawu, Cakemore, Ridgacre, Hill, Lapal, lUe]', 
Oldbary, Langley, W&rley Salop, Wule; Wigom, Hnaniitgtoii, 
•nd BoiDBle;. Three of these towDabipB are lupposed to haTe 
been alvayi in Worcestenbire, bat by tbe 7 and S Vic, c 61, 
they are all included in this county. I ahajl not aUanpt 
to state the reBpective populations, as there is a great and 
■tiU oontinning increase, in conseqaenee of the opening and 
extension of oollieriee uid iconworba, eepeeiaUy at Oldboiy 
and Langley. The entire popnlatioa of the pariah in 16S1 
was 23,G96. 

Tbe RDcient town of Halesowen is uCuated in a moat 
delightfnl valley, embelliohed by the rich and sylran scenery 
which ehamcteriBes the banks of the Stonr, and backed by 
tlie ebarming Clent Hills. It is governed by a htiSff, Lord 
LytteltMi bang the lord of tha mama: The town abounds 
with eoriona specimens of half-timbered bouses, of the periods 
of Elisabeth, James, and Charlee, the picturesijue oatlines of 
which oontiatt moat &vanrably with the dingy, flat, bride 
walla of some tnodern ediflces, among which a " Zion Ch^iel " 
rwra its plun but nntastefnl proportians. The population of 
the town itself in 1641 was 2,056; in 1851, 2,412. Lord 
Lytteltm is the patron of the living; valne, about £700. 
Bev. R. B. Hone (1836) is the vicar. Rev. F. S. Dale, nuate. 
Qeorge Q. flddian, ddit Mr. Blooma, organist The fid- 
lowing distiiet chonihes are in the patrmage of the vicar: 
Oldbuiy, Ciadley, The Qnintou, and St Kenehn's. Another 
district church (consecrated in 16£2), for Langley district, is 
alternately in the gift of tbe Bi^iop and the Lord Chancellor. 
In 1639-40 the Qnioton chorch was bnilt, afibtding accom~ 
modation to SUO, There is also a parsonage and sohoola there. 
In 1640-1 a new church was built at Oldbary, fin- 1,£00 
penouB. In 1641 the large parish of Halesowen was divided 
into five ecclesiastical districta by an order of the QueeD in 
council, since which a sixth district has been constituted, that 
of Laogley. Districts : Halesowen, St. Keikelm's, Cmdley, 
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Oldtmry, Lan^o;, and The Qointon. This place called " The 
QuiDton " wu DO doubt bd denominaled from the Romui 
•port formerly practdsed here, which is confirmed hy the faot 
that an ancient milituy road, called the Portway, pnngrg near 
bare, throDgb Warley Wigom ; and at Cakemore a large 
oollection of Bomon coins were found in L804. 

On my visit (o Halesowen 1 left a fnend'a house at Upper 
Swinford, pwaiiig through Cradley, and over eminencei which 
oommand a moat eitenBive view of the milling and mann- 
fkctniing country around Stomrbridge and Dudley. At this 
place (Cradley) there was in ancient ^mea a manor-house, 
with chapel annexed, and a moat, aitnate in the ptfk, but 
thore are no remains of the buildings in emteoce. The 
preoeut di^el waa oiiginaUy designed for and med by a 
DOngr^atirai of Lady Huntingdon's connection j who hare 
DOW fbr the most part become members of tlie established 
chuich ; the ch^)el was consecrated bj tlie Bishop of Wotoeeter 
in 1798. 

The chnroh of Halesowen pcsaessee many featntes of interest. 
A large edifice bas, for certainly eight centuries, eualed upon 
the mma site; and though sncoeeding additions, alterationi^ 
and impraveinenls, have changed the characler of the oci^nal 
Mruoture, each piece tt later work bean its own pecnlianties 
of style, and the gradual progresa of the completed building 
may be distinctly traced by the Tsrions chaiBctenatics of 
those styles. There is, however, considerable difficulty in 
att«mpting to fix accurately the dates of ever; portion. The 
red sandstone used in the oonstroctioD, from long exposure, 
perishes ; and thns mouldings and other details may be 
much altered ; and where repairs or inserted substitutions 
have been executed also, the new stone so soon becomes 
assiniilated to the old that to distinguish them is not always 
an eaay task. The necessary repairs aguu, in 1639, although 
an admirable restoration, frODl the above reasons, have added 
la the difflcnlty of fixing the dates of some parts, and have 
even caused some probable incongmities — the enlargement 



T,Coo<^le 



of tlie windows in the south aisle ibr example. . The preeeDt 
gnnmd phii eon^ti of choneel with aides, & nave with ditto, 
a tower and epiie at the vent end of the nave, and a eecond 
nave, with uslea and entrance door, at the west end, beyond 
the tower ; the principal entrance, with porch, is towardH the 
weet end of the south aisle of the nare, and there ia a 
yeetty at the east end of the north aisle of the chancel. 
The ori^nal Norman charch appears to have been erected 
early in the reign of Henry I. The south aisle was repaired 
in the time of Hem? Ill, probably 1330. The ehaoeel aisles 
were built or repaired abont ISSO; and the whole chtinh 
appeare to have been remodelled, by the nare, tower, and 
windows, in the north aisle, being built in the time of 
Henry V or VI, poeaiblj as late as 1440. The latest piece 
of work is the window nearest the east end of the north 
ajsle, which appears to be of the date of U70. The walls 
of the chancel ue Normsn, so are the piers of the chancel 
aroh, together with the arch itself. The east window ia 
restored with tracery of somewhat too earl? a date, becaose 
the chancel and its usles were probably restored aboat 1 3£0, 
and the east window originally would thus not have had 
the Geometric work of the Eaiiy Decorated style of 1310 
or 1320. In the north wall (an anoBOal position) are two 
fledilia, of plain lancet shape. Earl; English, about 1200. 
There may have been three sedilia originally, as the wall 
(a Norman one) has been much mutilated to admit an ugly 
moDoment. The priests' door into the veetry is Decorated, 
13£0. The north aisle arch, with the two south archee 
and their octagomd pier, with two semi-piers or responds, are 
Idte Decorated, of about the same dale. A ecreai appears 
to have been joined to the pier at the eastern sur&ce. 
The root ia modern. At the tipac of the north arch is an 
inserted stone of Norman sculpture —a hand holding rather a 
pair of scales, in which some weights m one scale ontwwgh 
a st^ suspended by his heels at the other end of the beam 
together with the empty scale, or a staff on which are 
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raqmided aonie Norman etewud's nurketinga. The diancel 
anh ia a pure aemicirele and of a plain ebatacter, the inner 
snrboe a plain half-round bead set with tvo reeeaaee. Bused 
tiom Us otiginal paritiim, the arch apringa from two OM^bel 
reeponda, vhich are plain capit«b with the abacna atightly 
moulded. The piera where (be chancel arch ori^nall; reet«d 
have th^ ardiitiare comera converted into plain nook ahafta, 
three-quarter roond, with capitaJa plun, and abacoa with under 
edge chamfered. The nav« ia much later work than the 
ehaned. The dereetor; walla, Ac, are aboat the date of 
mo, good Perpendicular, and the (terestor; windows have 
each two lights, with trefoUed beads, spandiila blank. On 
either aide are one pier and two aemi-piers, octagonal, with 
good Perpmidicular capitala monlded, and (ha edge aur&ees 
of the ^lafla slightly recessed. The pier arches are obtuse, 
with la^e span. The nave toner arch is of the same altitude 
with those of the aiBk& Over the nave arch of the tower is 
a weather gable, appaientiy of the same date as the tower 
■nd nave. Its position there ma; be accounted for by 
regarding it as the height of an intended roof ibr the 
nave, bat which was found on building to be too low, 
and was aoiwrdingl]> left, the cleiestorj raised, and the nave 
roof carried higher. The present roof is flat and modem ; 
that nnder the tower ia vaulted and groined with good 
PerpeDdionlar rJb-monliUngs meeting an octagonal cratre, 
left open to raise bells. The tuaiee are dissimilar both in 
length and breadth, aa alao in the character of fihe windows. 
The north aide is narrower than the south, and at its east 
end is terminated by a wall now pierced by a modem doorway 
opening to the vestry. Both aU1«B retain the original corbels 
of tb^ roofs, as well as the new corbela for the lately 
rused modem roofa. The wall and windows in the south 
dale are new, the windows having lancet lights, and the 
.windows in the north uale are Perpendicnlai', with stone 
ntalUons and transoms. G^eriEs have been erected on three 
^ea of the nave, which rest on good new Peipeodicular 
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eorbeb let into the piers and it»11s. A doorwtij at the wea 
•Dd of th« uortb tide 'a blocked up. The aonth doorw^ 
b NoniMil, with the onter but&cs onumented with jMab- 
■hafts and teeeBaed monldinga. Its oater ifch ia IhreefbU 
rooeaied: the fint being plain, the seeond a doable low of 
BherroDB, and the third a tiiple row of half-niand bMdmga. 
The aroh apnngs from a pl^n abaoiu, with under ei^ 
diamlered. On each side are two jamb-sbafta : those on the 
eaat aide hare their capitals ornamented vith atiff acroU-woA 
widi the eime-ahaped ornament. The porch has been reno- 
vated : pcobabl^ it KM origmallf NOTman, aa the Narmaa 
ou'hel tablea ixr the roof still remKn : the oerbeb oonaiBt of 
animak' and grotesque heoda and masques. This old ontv 
mentattoD appears to have been osed up in the E^tj T-inglii^t^ 
repairs, about 1230, when aleo the porch doorway was rebnih. 
On the east and west sides of the porch aie treftailed laneets. 
The tower ia square ; ia divided by string oonises, and haa 
an embattled parapet; the Ibnr ground arohes of the tower 
were originally open; the splay i^ item is teeeeeed like the 
nave piera, but they spring from a plain abocns. To light 
the ground story of the tower tre two windows in the north 
and sonib walls, Lale Perpendicular three li^ts, trefoiled, 
with enpermnllifnu. A good octagonal spire rises from tbe 
tower, with three seta of four lights, crocketted and finialled. 
The west division of the church, beyond the tower, was alao 
originally open with the other parts. Jt retiuns its original 
Norman charaoter. The central space is divided from the 
aislee by two semi-drcnlar arches, once receeeed, but quite 
plain, springing from a pier and two semi-piers, which are 
low, square oblong, with half diafCs except on the innec 
surface, abo nook-sbafla, with plain abacus and capitals of 
cone pattern. In this western extension the waJla of the 
aialea are probably Norman, bnt the windows ore Decorated 
and Perp«dicular insectioDB. In the west wall of the south 
aiale is an original aumbrie, or cupboard, perhaps Norman, 
and near it the string-course ooutinued from the abarcua of 
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die |ilen. The kumtuie hu a Bcmi-cnrealtr head, with b»etm 
of two Bhdvee. Thii «■)• «u probkbly used fcmnerly m > 
ntoitiiMy ehapeL It now conlaina a Taolt, with ruaed Borfui^ 
eofvni witb oolonred tilet, with mi inBeripUon Betting forth 
that tha Taolt waa made b; Perdioando Dadlejr Laa (Lord 
Dodl^) fcf the use of his family. Tbe weat door n of a 
pbuner ebaneter than that on tile aoath aide : its archway 
«MuiMB of a doabl»-recca*ed arch, having on ead side ■ 
janib-ahafl. Triple rowa of ehevrona and billeta omameot 
the areh, ahore which is a plain ehamSgred btbel mding in 
Hie projecting abaena. Over this door is a large lancet window. 
The wWtem portion of the chorch, which, bcJDg divided fitom 
the other part by a partition waD, i« not nsed for any part 
of the sovioee, is aamnMnly, but I apprehend erroneoiialy, 
called "the okusterB." It oo doubt waa the weelem termi- 
nation of the nave of the original church ; bat when there 
was a d«aire to build the pneent lower, it waa found that 
h eonld not be placed at the neat end without removing 
that ancient part of the edifice, and beoee its erection in a 
position where it forma in part a wall of separation between 
tiie two parte of the builiiUng ; bat until the repair of the 
church in 1838-9 the division waa of a much lighter desertptiott, 
being a mere panelling of wood. The weat end wm in a sad 
state until about two or three ye*n ago, when it was cleaned 
and newly paved with the best description of common qoairies 
— blue, red, and white, in eaiefhlly conudered propcrttans. 

Externally the appearance of the church b good. Its esst 
wall is Nonnan, bat the window in it is new. Above the 
window is NonDaa arcade work. All the walls are weU 
supported by bnttrcesca, and the gargoyles are ehaiacteriatia 
Outside the north uste, and close to a buttress near the 
ftnt window from the east, is a curious litUe turret or 
projeetiim of masonry, pierced with a small opaning or window, 
about diree inches wide, with a bandrame crooketted eanopj 
above it. This projection haa within it a atairoase, whlofa 
may have led to the rood-loft over the chancel screen. The 
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aippmnaoea in the interior, iueluding a blocked-up narmw 
doonraj, now only disomiible bf t, label, orocketted and 
fiuuUled, oonfirm this view, althongh it bta been doabted 
whether it was naiul to croaB an aigle to the rood-left ; and 
Borne have Buppoeed that a loft may have existed in the 
aiale, aa there was ceriainly an altar against its east wall. 

There are eight bells ui the tower, and the foUowlng are 
die iDBcriptioas on them: 

" 1. Tbomu Letter and T. Feck, London, fecit. 1753. 
£. At proper timet inj ndee 1 II niie. 
And 90aaA to mr fobecriben* praiie. 

Tbomu Laetar and T. Pock, LoDdon, 1753. 
3. J«Hu b« our ipeed, 1707. 

5. Be it known to tli Uut dotb ine tee, 
Joe^h BmlUi, af Edgbutan, made ell we. 

6. Bumiel Cliaton Hod John Foley, cburcbwardoot. 

R. WeUi, ALdbouTDB, feeit. 1778. 

7. BLr Cbarlet LTttelton, benefactor, 1707. 

8. Wlwb sound of bell doth pierce ;auT etr. 
Come to the church Qod'i word to heu; 
My moamful voice doth warning glTe, 

1707.- 

[The old peal of bells, prioF to theee, it appeals from the 
chnrcbwardena' accounts, were completed in 1618, and tiie 
bell-fbnnder eame from Nottingham.] 

B; an inscription ut the church I find that it waa oilarged 
in 1889, when 966 additional ^ttiogs were obtamed, and in 
conseqaence of a grant from the Incorporated Sodetj 769 of 
that nnmber were free, in addition to 966 appropriated aittings. 
The cost of these extau&ve repairs and addidons was above 
£2,000. Mr. R. C. Hussej was the architect Siocc then 
aa o^an baa been purchased at a cost of above £300 ; it is 
placed in the weal«ii gallery, under the tower. 

Tbe fi>n^ which is placed in the chancel, oppofile the 
communion table, is a veij' intereating specimen of Notrnau 
work, probably of tba siuna date as the older poitious of tbe 
eborch : it has a drcular bowl — flat (Le., cheese shaped), 
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t by > oentml itan and fnnr lega. "Hie bowl ig 
onutiieiited by four pTOJwtiona, innaounliiig the legs ; tbeM 
projeetioiia ue earred into hnnuD fignrea, imd the interreniDf; 
fooM of the font between these projecting figures tie filled 
with inteilaced medaUton work. 

The DhuTch hu but few ranarkAble monomenta. Hao; 
of the Ljrtleltona had aepDltnto here, but do memoriBb b>Te 
been nused to any of them exci^ to m infiut in 1614. At 
the eist end of the norUi uele ii aa am <hi b pedeatal, 
erected to the memoijr of Shenatone the poet, who lired M 
the Leuowra, in thU parish. The um in the time of Utah 
was placed against the north wall at the west end of the 
churdi. On it is this inscription : 



Stwnalone died in 176S, and lies ondet » pUn stone in the 
ehuTcbyaTd; 

w iweedj pU^'d 

On the niMh wall of the chancel is a large marble monn- 
ment by Banka to Majra' Halliday, who pncchased the 
Leaaowes after Shenstone's death, and restored them to 
their original boftoty. This colowtl work — St only for a 
mnsaum or national galleiy — cost the enm of £1,000, and is 



T,Coo<^le 



tweD^ feet lugb t The tower part hu the appeanuiee of > 
tomb; at the top m ■ baa-relief repreaentiiig Benevoleiiea 
elotbing the naked ; on the left aide ii the figure of tho 
dec««uwd, in clothing whioh repregeDta faim as having put 
off mortalitf, yet aa eympatbinng vitb and feeling that 
attention which ia paid to hia menuny ; on the right a 
female with a prattj poodle at her feet, looking rnoet 
nnemiceniedly at the death of its patrm. The dog, 1 anp- 
poae, wae inlaided for a oonTcntional representation of 
£1cbli^. There ia alio a prepc«terouel]r long poetical ekgy 
whidi I did not stay to read ; and if I had, I wonld not 
haTO beliered the half of it. At the exterior of the eonth 
entrance to the church is a mutilated atone efflg; of a 
prieel, and at the west end of the tomb are two panda 
ooiitaining the remainB of a representation of the Trini^ and 
the Crucifixion. In the chnrdifard I noticed the {tollowmg 
cuiioeitieB in elegiac composition : 



" Ewlj, bright. 




Of *a« 



Ne. 3 waa »> doubt intended to meet the eye of Mma of 
that monej-getUng oare-for^iothing-elBe claaa who abound 
in tfaia diatriet — to arreat the attention of aome wealth' 
aocnmahtinK man, aa, mth hands deep in his poeketa, he 
paced diroiii^ the churchyard, absorbed in apecoktion. 
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projeoUng ptuia for the futura, lost in self, and aever 
ireaaaag of the period when he himself inuBt beoome & 
tenant oF the sod, and leare his achea to be scattered by 
uiDther. Saeh madnew (the " rage for dying rich " ) is 
well described bj Young as exciting * the loudest langh of 
faell." And if the humble little moDitor in Halesowen 
idinTch;ard ma; have escaped the attention of Aose for 
whom it was intended, it is not improbable that my allndon 
tiiereto may be more snccessfiil. 
No. 4. 
" Monm not, my piruM dear, jonr dear 
Beloved cbDd 1te> ileeplng ben. 
^ort wai m^ Uffr-^ouf be tu; nat : 
Qod ukM Ibsm Bn\ mliem Ik htiw ftut." 

Not very complimentsr;, this, to the enrvivors, at least ; 
bat when ne read aneh specimens of profuieness and groeB 
bmiliarity as the following, there ean be but one Feehog 
with regard to them: 

Ko. S. 
•' Call'd to andDie a moment in tba flunM, (I) 
And 1 a bud o( hope adored Uie BaTlour'i name. 
Cease weeping, friendi, aiupt It 'a (Or joantV jon monnij 
All 'b mvU tniOi UK— I 'm iqA uM Claiit at komtl" 

Od a small atone near the south wall of the eburch was 
the following: 

■h UBdetUl, Blis departed thb 



There are several tables of chsritiee in the ehurob, from 
wbidi it appears that William Lea left his brm at 
Fianklejr m trual^ the proGtB to purchase bine elotb gowns, 
to be distributed yearly on All Saints' Day, one-half to the 
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poor old men and women "in the bccoogb," ind the othep 
half to the poor "in Bonule; qnnter." Richard Corbett 
also left proTisioD for awts and gowns, and to "set fiirth 
apprentioes yeartj." John Moore, of Worle;, In 1724, 
gaTe £100, to be let ont on land, the proceeds "to go to 
teach English learning to the poor childrrai of Worley." 
William Wight, of Combow, gave two honseB to the use 
of the &>ee school; alao £3. I2s. ont of an estate at "the 
Woild'B End," in thia parish, to be paid at the tate of 
I2d. eTei7 Sanda;r in bniad to the poor ; alao £1. 6b. Sd. 
out of that estate "for preaching fonr sermans qnarterly 
ht thia church." John Pearsall, of Hawn, in 1644, gare 
£6 towards building a free school, and also la to the poor 
of Hawn, and 58. to the poor of Hasbnrf and Halesowen. 
Wilham Smith, in 1684, erected a school at Hunnington, 
and oidowed it with £6 Ibr twenty-two children at Hun- 
ninglon and Bonulej, to read and write. Edward Green, 
n^ ftctor, in 1730, gave fi2s. a jrenr to porehase twdTo 
paui; loaTsa weekly, to he distribated to poor persona of 
the Hill and Lapal townahipa ; and his eialer, Elizal>elfa, 
imitated bis example. I have been informed that none of 
these charities are lost — a fact of rery unosaal character 
where so many benefiutions are inrolTed. 

The pniminent feainro of the serrices at tins ehnieh 
ue pecnliaily gratifying. On the day of my Tint a 
nnmeroua and most attenttve oongr^ation filled the large 
and Tenerahle edifice, the serrices were well and propcrl; 
perfonneil, mnging was general, and the reeponsea were 
given with an tmanimity and force somewhat startling. An 
immense nnmber of school children were present, bat their 
qnietnesB and good behaTionr fully attested the excellent 
aaperrWon of which they hare had the advantage. Indeed, 
all things denoted the aetive and benefldal ageocy of a 
praeticall; Cbrbtun pastor — of one calculated both to frin 
over and retain, by the mildness of his character and the 
example of his lifb and conversation. No better proof of 
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Ihe euccesB of such a ministry could be given tliui the 
bet, thnt 1 anmted aboot one hundred commnnicaDta u 
they left the church that dxyl 

T !• iBmngt to pmdv bow n nn begnUed; 

Hoir fact that apmned at hoUDw tiebn 

Wen dr«wii to crowd aboDt the tvnple doH; 

Bow tbc deaf fl*r waa dubiad, tliB cold hflut wran^, 

Bj the Kft miulc of that (Ifttd toogmr 

At Bnt w« Isamt to Ian hint— itien to beat i 

Hfi woo our sympathy— and than our aar: 
■ Wa loied to follow wture ha cboat to golda, 

And Ihoa b« M D* to l]N fimotalD^ ildi. 

And whan wa haaid Iboia rllli of smnftfft How, 

la It ■ DarT«l Hut vn lotad blm w r 
Nor bM edacatkin been neglected in thig popnlons pariefa. 
There ore three gchool'raoma adjoining the chnrdtyard, 
with hottBcs fbr the master and niiHtreea. The total coat 
twB exceeded f 1,100, which ww debsyed partly by Oovem- 
ment granta, the National Society, the Diocesan Board, and 
local contribationB. The foundatioti Blone ma laid and tiie 
eohool evened in 1S38. There is now a national school, 
with one hundred boys and tdxty girls ; also an infant 
•obool, with one bnndred and twenty children. The latter 
was opened in 1839, the former in 1843 and 1841. The 
Govemmmt loMpedar apeaka m very UtTouiable temu of 
the national BchooL 

In the parish of Halesowrai, as aU the worid knows, are 
the Leisowes, a spot rendered beauHfol by the genius of 
Shenslone, and now sacred to his memory. This "cUaaio 
grove" was once oonsidered a model of landscape gardeaing; 
but though fbr many years it has been allowed to remain 
In a dilapidated state, much exists to attest that genius and 
taste fbr which it was formerly celebrated. The Leesowea 
are now in the hands of G. Attwood, Esq., of Birmingham, 
who took to the property as a mortgagee. Sbenstone's taste 
lor laying out his house was as oonspieuons aa in the gronnda. 
Od one ocndtn a gentleman went into one of his moms which 
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ma painied to imitate trdUa work, orediimg with hazal trees, 
and exolaimed, " How admirabl; this apartment u fitted up : 
these midy eaimst be aiti&aa] nnla 1" " Thef are w^l-nnta," 

drily repKed a Mr. B . Shmstooa laughed and said, 

" Wlifttever the nnts may be, 1 may Iw allowed to eiolaim 
with Toltaire, ' II u'y eat jamais nne aonie sans priutemps, 
Dn printemps sans 6eDn.' " Dr. Percy, the editor of " Reliqnee 
of Andent Poetry," says that in his taste for rural pleasoraa 
Shenslooe wm finical to a tndicrons degree. In the pnrcbaae 
of a oow, he regarded nodiing bat the spots on ber Ude : if 
they were benatiful, all other requisites were disregarded. 
His maa-sraraat, whose office it was to show the groaads, 
had mads a gratia of which Shenslona approved, and this 
was always made the test of bis TieitorH' jndgment; if they 
admired William's grotto, his master thoagbt tbem worth 
Asoompanying on th^ circuit of ioHpection ; and on a signal 
Dmn the man, Sbenstone appeared ; but if they passed it with 
little notice, he kept oat of their way. 

As B Tint to HaleMwen, withoat inspecting the mioa of its 
once fkmona Abbey, wonid be an nnpardoaable act, I btnt 
my steps towards the site, which is bat a short way from 
the town, and is utaate on tlie bank of the Stonr. A farm- 
honse DOW occaines the predneta, and what remains of the 
abbatial buildings is oooTeited into oow-eheda, hen-rooata, ftc, 
tiie walls affording dielter for a variety of BgricnltonJ produoe. 
From the long lancet windows (some in pain and ecnne single) 
having engaged filleted shafts with elegant caps and bases, 
ft deep intenuJ splay, and well-earred drip-stonea or hood 
mooldings, with immediately beneath a horizontal string-oonrse 
nmning along the wall, it at onoe appeam that the s^le is 
Early English. The ribs and gndning, portions of which «re 
still left in the nave and north transept, belong to the ume 
era, viz., the end of the twelfth or beginning of the thirtsoith 
century. From the scattered and imperfect state of the mint, 
•ome difficoHy is experienced in tracing the groond plan, and 
without dnwingH an aceorate idea of the tanking cannot be 
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{preii. The figure of a koigbt, croBS-Iegged, elotiiBd in duiit 
Duul, lies under a trafbiled arch on the western side. One 
of the yniUirH of the Camdea Society anppoaes this to he 
monnmeDtal, and says tbat bat four such were known lo exist 
in the kingdom. Aa the carving is bxt wei^g away from 
axpoBnre to the weather, it is to be regretted that the noble 
pri^rietor did not canse the figure lo be remoTed either lo 
his own or some other museum. Kaised against the same 
wall is the lid of a ttone coped tomb, on the upper part of 
which, under a trefoiled arch, is sculptured the " holy rood," 
that is, the SaTionr on the cross, with the two Marys standing, 
one on each side. Beneath tbia is a figui« of an eccleaaatie 
lineeling in the attitude of prayer, and surroiinded by aatro- 
Domieal emblems, indimting either that he was a student of 
aatrouomy or & Freemason. It has been thought that tlie 
eecleuastic was a Freemason, and the architect of the abbq^ 
Tbe stoo* at one time formed part of the floor of the cellar, 
but was placed in its present poBitioD thirty years ago by 
the farmer who holds the land. There are remuns of a 
foBse on one ade of the rnins, which oui be filled from the 
fishponds, three of which are on the north, and three on 
the Bonth, and (he river Stour runs on the west side. The 
whole of the buildings, when entire, covered eleven !U!re« of 
land. The manor of Hales, or Halas, was granted by King 
John, in 1215, to Peter de Rnpibus, Bishop of Winchester, 
who immediately afterwards founded here an abbey of Pre- 
monstratennan canons. The grant was confirmed by Henry III 
iu 1326. The abbey was fortified m the time of Edward III. 
The fact that the abbot rused the town of Hales into a 
borough, conferring upon the burgesses privileges seldom 
granted except by the monarch, showed that the abbot's 
power must have been great. In the cloisters of thia abbey 
studied that profound scholar, Alexander of Hales, who after- 
wards went to Paris and became one of the most celebrated 
theologians of the day (thirteenth century). Among the 
reliqnes at Ha]e«awen Abbey was the bead of St. Barbara, 
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■ad one of the reuom asaigned for grandng to the kbbqr 
the adTOwnn of Clent wm that the oljlAtiona to the aforceud 
head " were at that ^e nrncb diminished from tiie coldneai 
of the people's devotion." AC the tJine of the BuppregBJaii, 
m 1539, the lands of the abbej were Tslned at £337. ISe. Cd. 
per annom, vhich, multiplied bj thirty, acooiding to the 
conunon rale, woEild be £10,13G of our praeent mone/. When 
it is mnembei^d that the TKlnatioQ wae seldom more than 
half the real valae, and that the lands were not more than 
half the inoome, the inonne of the abbey was probably equal 
to about £30,000 of our preeent money. Hemy VIII granted 
the abbey eetatea to John Dudley, Knight, afterwards Duke 
of Northumberland, one of whose Bom married Lady Jane 
Grey, and the other, Robert, woe created Earl of Leicester 
by Qneem Elizabeth. Prom the Dudleys the estates passed 
to the Lyttellooa, of Frankley, ancwton of the present Lord 
Lyttellan, in whose poesesaien they now are. In an original 
eempntus mil of the forty-third year of Edward III, rotative 
to the reetipta and disbursements of this honse, oeeuis the 
following entry : " Et in paper empt. pro Uteris et aliis 
neceesarUs domne, 12d.'' This is believed to be the ewlieat 
mention of the purchase of paper in England, being neady 
five oenturiei ago. 

When King John held the manor of Hales the most 
■tringent mica were laid down Cor the tenants. The king 
was to bare half the goats, hogs, and heea, and, on the 
death of ■ lenan^ the best beast for a henot The teiunta 
were obliged to plDn^ the king's demesne lands certain 
days in the year, to mow his glass, and fence his garden ; 
and when they married their danghleni out of the manor 
to pay a fine of two ebillinga ; within the manor, twelve 
shillings. This differential impost must surely have operated 
■I a premium oo elopement. The custom of oeletnMing 
bride-ales, la love-ales, at a wedding, prevailed here to a 
great extent in olden times, and in the reign of Elizabeth it 
led to so much druokennees and gambling, that an order 
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oF the .court was in«de — " That do penon or penonB that 
brewe koj veddyn ale to sell bIuU brewe abovs twelve 
BtTilce of malt at the mii«t ; uid that the laid penoni so 
EDturied shall not keeps or have above eight mewe of penoiie 
at his dinnec vithia the bnirove ; and before hit brid»l 
days he ahall keep no unlawful games in hii house, nor 
•ell any ale of beer lo his hoose, or oat of hia honae, oa 
pun of twenty BhilliDga." This regulation, howerer, was quite 
^sregarded by the marriageable young people oF UaJeiowen, 
and sabseqnentlj a stringent order was made, eubjeoting the 
cnstom to the more rigid scmtiDy of the high bailiff and 
"five other substantial pnsons of the borongh." The origin 
of this oostom was probablj two-fold — the natural desire Fiw 
feasting on all poauble occaaionB, derived by Englishmen from 
their German and Seandinavian tatefsOieTB ; and an espeoal 
view of affording to the betrothed parties a chance, by the 
sale of " love-alee," of making a littie profit wherewith to 
commence honsekeeping. The bride nsnally Bold the ale, fiir 
which she received, by way of contribution, whatever hand- 
some price the friends assembled on the occasion chose to 
pay for it. The people of Halesowen were sppsrently a 
most disorderly. Godless r«ce in those days, for an order 
was made about the same time prohibiting all inhabitanla 
and craftsmen From " hepeing open their shop windows from 
the tjme they ring into servyse until servyse he done ; " 
and irom a curious proelsjiutioD which was issaed in the 
■ncceeding reign, it appears that '* the right worshipful 
Mbtrees Lytteltoa (Udy of the manor) was so displeased 
with the breakinge of the Saboth-daye in buying and selling, 
which might have bin better ymployed," that the bailiffs, 
burgesses, &.B., requested their tonuemen to stop the Sunday 
market, and adhere to the old market-day (Monday) aod to 
the annual Ur on St. Barnabas' Day. I could not help 
ooQtrasting these " good old times," when drunkenness, 
debauchery, and Sabbath-breaking, were the rule, with the 
quietude of the town, the well-filled church, the numerons 
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•cboola, and the other evidences of > moral ud p^aeeibls 
popnlatioD wbieb were preaented to ms. Widim bat a bw 
ytm put the lower ordera of the neigbbourbood wen mncb 
given to Baperstition, osing a, Tuiety of charniB, nod attributing 
sapertmtani efGcacy to rings mode ont of monef given as 
ahns at the Lord's Snpper; bat most of tbese absniditiea 
have abo dissppesred. 

The following exDscts fimn the Haksowea chnrchwardens' 
book (ootomencing in the reign of Edward IV) nugr not be 



■■ UK. Beaived it tli« dmnh ale u Euter, £^ Si. Sd." 
[Church ales were much in vogue at Halesowen. These were 
originaUf biendly and charitable meeting*, the mane; collected 
at which was distributed to the poor. Some parishes had \ 
common «tock of pewter, pots, spits, &c. ; eat. pr.'] 

'• Paid for • pawltt diih lott ■! Ui* ■!• In tiia tows, Bd. : dttto, l«t 
St Cndlej, Sd. 
Pild lo Bii Robot ChuiDM, br i[nglDg Bt. KithuiM'i nuui, dd. 
For ringing to Ihe nme, 3d." 

[The feetivals of St. Katharine and St. Stephen seem to have 
been kept here with great solemnity, for lights and wax tapers 
are regnlariy charged for on those days. The high bailiff 
Also held his feast on St. Stephen's Day.] 

" RecflltM from N1ch<riai md Jobo T^Uw for lamp-i^ which tJ»y 
And (or aai HAj't linM>. ■' ><>■<' own cmti, Sd. 
Fftjd for rapsrUng (h* orguit to tb 
im. BtoalvBd upon ndick Bimd 



[The elemenlB for ^e mcrament were in those days taken 
&om the people's oblations of bread and wine, nntil at length 
wafers were substituted. It was the cnstoni lor every house 
in the pariah to provide in turn " the holy loaf," and the 
good man or woman who provided it was spedaUy remembered 
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ia the church's pra^eiB that day. The ftbove U a very late 
iastance, u the sobatitu^n of wafers generally took pl&ce 
in the twelfth oenturf.] 

" Ifiax Be«l'«l of Sir IUcli*r<l BnLton of monsir gidcnil of St. 
fdicholaa clerkja, So." 

[St. Ificholag wu a patron of school-boya (who in ancient 
times, u well aa tbe clergy, were called "clerks"), and the 
orif^ of hi> patronage U sud to haie beeo on thia vise. 
The Uodkrd of a certain inn at Myra (of which place Nicbolas 
was bishop) having mordraed two boys who were directed 
to wait on the bishop for his lieiiediction, Nicholas was apprised 
of it in a viuon, aad afterwards miraculously reunited th«r 
limbs, which had been cut to piecea by the cruel landlord, 
salted, and put in a pickling tub with pork; tbe saint also 
restored them to life, and made a Chrisdan of the inhmous 
innkeeper. It was formerly the custom in schools for the 
boys to elect a boy bishop from among themselves on St. 
Nicholas's Day, habit him in pont^/icaiibut, with a mitre, &c., 
and escort faim to chm^, aeeompanied bj two moci; deacons, 
wmilarly elected ; the whole ptoceeslon afterwards went from 
hoose to hoQse, anging, and ooUecting money onder the name 
of the " bishop's sabsidy." Henry VIII at last forbad the 
practice, bat it was temporarily restored by Mary. The same 
custom prevailed in oathedraU among the chorister boys, who 
took possession of the cathedrals, and, except the mssa, per- 
formed all the services and ceremonies. Tbe Ad Montem at 
Eton is supposed to be a corruption of this practice.] 



1S33. PiM fori 
163B. FBtcUng Uie rooi <r- 
Expvuji St the outTlDf of tha nUdu 
Paid mj lord abtxil (or Ihe orgsni, 4 i 
Heodjlng ud Biting th«m up, Mi. 
VtMaiot of the tsbul or plctoro ot B 
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IMa Fijd for the halloving af a chala it Hartlabnr;, ISd. 

lUm, foP mendyldg of ttia wpullnre M Euter { Etem, for & cmiopr 
am Itas hl^ rood : Item, foi ptjiDtLiiK the doth befon ths MMd. 

li4S. Fild to the dKuon for helping to coTtt tho Imaga ol ChrM 
tbe iM^nliig of lent. ILL 

Keceived Fnr pA^iited cIcHthB, S(> 8d. 

Paid Tlddlni of the gnuDd for the sew leUi to tho dokoo, Td. 

Recleisd of dlion jwopal tush ISd. for uat room to them *iid Ui«ii 
Iwlri. 

Paid to t^o wrltut of the Kripturei far writing dd the jdllarfl under 



[Frankley and Oldbory refoee thia year U 
to the " hye light."] 




For taking down 

For polyog down the altan ai 

U78. Pfifd the chargee of WlUtui Westwood and WlUIsm Cookn^ 

OD Allhallowt day at night, 7>. 

ISSi, A lewen <a leryl la^rd od the bonnih and lOI the towDsbipa 
for the repair of the ohurcb. Franldey eicepled. 

1581. Paid for the naettjDg of light dieposed womeo, S>. Sd. 



IdlS. Paid lia apparitor hig be when we wi 

The only remaiDing piece of infonoaUon I h»»B to gire u 
the follDwing curious docnmcDt. It mta copied a few yean ago 
from an old printed ballad (penti clerk Williami, Oldswinfiird]: 
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uid At the rkk of ila bang considered oat of pUce juuang 
eceieniutic^ sketches, I give it entire : 
" The Shiopahire Tragedy, or a Warning to all People, Leing 
a full and true acRODDt of a Murder cammitted on fiie 
Body of JohD Walker, in execution of his office of a BailitF, 
on Good Friday, 1759, by Joseph Darby and bia two Sons, 
at a Farm called Witley Bam, ntaa Halesowen, in the 
eoonty of Salop, all three to be hanged tor the same, 
the two aona to be hanged in cb^na, the old nuu> to be 
aootoniized; 

Good people all, pny tend an ear 

Until this laraentation. 
The like in England was not known 

Since it became a nation. 
I hope it will a warning be 

To people all from sinning! 
Take warning by those fatal three. 

And of tbrar fatal ruin. 
Ob Good Friday, in Gfty-iune, 

I 11 tell jon with permuaioD, 
Two baiUfls came to Witley Bam, 

With a special Gommisaion, 
To seize npoo the goods and stock, 

8y the old man invited I 
Bat pray attend and you shall bear, 
Tbe like was never indited. 

But when they had p 

The ti 
They went with hatred in their hearia 

And made the wound more deeper. 
They soon did seiae tbe bailifb there, 

Which caused their fiUol ruini 
And one of tbem was slain then, 

Unto their quite undoing. 
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But Gbd, thM etopt the tionV month 

There tot to shov his power. 
Did cause the dog to hide himself, 

That was wont to davonr. 
You ma; gee hy this miracle 

That the; where all bnakea) 
And as their measarea where all fall. 

In an where OTertaken. 

A jury MOD wm pauiled 

For to explain it further. 
And by their verdict given their 

T was brought in Wilful Murder. 
The Hoob, the Ax, the Spade, and Whip, 

Was bronght before the jnryl 
With other weapons quite unfit 

They fought with in their fury. 

On Sunday they were sent to gaol. 

To wait there for a Tlyal ; 
Which was bronght on in August last. 

And there was no Denial. 
Their bloody weapons was prodaced. 

Walker's clothes cut and mangled 1 
And for that heniana bad oSence 

Three of them must be strangled. 

As the judge sat above the not. 

He called out unto the jury. 
As BBemiogly with grief oppre«t, 

Bid them asswage tbeir fury. 
As the tears did trickle down bis cheeks, 

To them he thus replied I 
And spoke to them botti mild and meek, 

Enough Cor one have died. 
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The old maa murt be anatomized, 

Aa by Law directed ; 
The tvo eons mast be haog'd in ctwini, 

And HO tlie Law perfected. 
A ^amal ugbt as blaeli as eoal. 

As if with blaclmeas dyed t 
As tJioiuanda there came to b«bold. 

The tmth oant be denied. 

When tfaey where to the Gallows brongbt, 

Acoording to there Station ; 
The Cloaths upon their Backs were good, 

To peoples admiration; 
As soon as they had soffered then, 

Good people all remember t 
When Qod doth strike the fatal Dart, 

To Death yon most sonender. 

Thur cloaths were striped theii Backs, 

A shame mita the Ifatioa ; 
Snch Villiane» by Villiana great. 

Grew more and more in Guhiou ; 
Yet yoa remember you are bnt Men, 

But Heathens by your Actions 1 
Sure yoa do never think to die. 

By your appearing station. 

Vfhea they wherdn prosperi^ 

As they Ihoagfat in their glory ; 
And flonrish like the green Bay tree 

Ab 1 relate the stoiy. 
By law they troubled all those ; 

That ever them offended ! 
By law and fighting they 'd oppoee 

By law their lives where ended. 
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Take wanuag all, both great and email, 

Of these iubd'b &tBl rnin ', 
And foUow not tlieir ainful course 

Unto your soul's ondoing: 
But mind your parents as your tftDght 

Bj Scripture to obserre tbem 1 
Or the Bxreia they 11 pluck out your eye 

Yaung Eagles they shall eat them. 

Parents and Masteis pntj obaerre 

To govern with discretion ; 
Tnun up a child as he should go, 

And leach tbem still that lesson 
And when that you have .run your race 

Hoping to arriTo in Glory t 
Thai yon may Death with joy embraoe 

And M 1 end the story." 



Singsnnrtofl. 

FiMh gUdu the brook and blon the gah, 

Tai jDBia halu lh« quiet mill; 
The wUnlDg wbul-^the nutliug bU, 



&x daja of toil, poor cJ 
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01 iluva tlw illcr'd wi 



Yet flr«ry dftf Id Benn, iG leut, 
Ods bright npnhltc hIisU be kni 

Mui'a world mwhila bath nmlj ce 
Wbeo God pnnlilliu Ui mm I 



Sib E. BoLwni Ltttoh. 

^JBtgMONG the highest Und and steepest railmjr g»- 
Kjyl dienlH in thU ialand is the Lickej HiU. As the 
)^8f% trsTeller aacenda tbrongh its long and deep mvine 
he rejoices in the thonght that oll-powarfol steam is iha 
propelliDg medioin, rather than hone-fl«ah, or hie own 
kgs. Yet there is a limit to the capacity and enduraoee 
of even that might]' agenL With one engine polling away 
in front, and another pnsbiiig in onr rear, and both pnffiag 
and blowing tiemendously, their progress up the Licka; 
■ometimee ia not more rapid than that of a good-tempered 
donkeys gallop. On eome occasions, indeed, when goods 
trains ascend the Lickey incline, the moTement is so slow 
at to engendei the Biupidon that the engines mean to back 
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out of the task, and retimi (o Iheir qmrtma at die Brocna- 
grove sUtioii. The bill conUioB a large quantity ot waste 
land, whidi affords a delicate pasturage for nnmeroua flocks 
of sheep, whom fleeoes are «aid to be remarkably One wool 
In the Lickey rise three noall nvere — the Arrow, which, 
floving by Alvschnrch, Bealey Park, and Bordeele; Abbey, 
eQlere the county ot Warwick near the village of Ippisley, 
and, winding round the eastern side of Aloealer, falla into 
the Avon at Stralftrd ; the Salwarp, which, flowing by 
Droitwich, falls into the Severn at Hawfbrd ; and a third 
smsll river, which, punuing an opposite course, falls into 
the Treat 

After pasi^g through a long tunnel we emerge into a 
fine open coontry, with a richly uodnlating surface, watered 
chiefly by the river Rea \ here and there are reaervoin of 
water belonging to the canal, occnpying between thirty 
and for^ acne of land ; and, by and bye, ^e handsome 
spire of Kingsnorton chnrch irresistibly attracts the eye, 
iprin^ag up from an elevated position, between which and 
the railway is a bold sweep oF valley. Kingsnorton was, 
formerly, one of the chspehies to BroinagTOve ; Withall, 
Christ Church, and Cotahtll, being the others, and all were 
perpetual curacies. Kin^norton was always parochially, 
though Dot ecclesiasticaUy, independent of Bronu^;rove ; it 
was made an independent benefice in 1846. Uoaeley waa 
anotber ehapelry till IBS3, when it had a district chapehr 
aangned to it; and, in the same year, WithaU was made a 
district church ; while a third district has been assigned to a 
new church at BaUall Heath. 

The church of Kingsnorton is Dot only a handsome and 
conspicuons landmark, but affords much that is ioterestiag 
both to architect and antiqnary. It is capacious enough to 
accommodate SOD persons, and, if repewed, even 1,100, but 
from the limited attendance on the day of my visit it would 
seem that there is suffident room in its present state for 
the people who live within a aburob-going distance. There 
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is a Urge chancel, and two aialw to the nave, which we 
■epaiated b; pointed arches, resting on pUJan of all Bhapes, 
octagonal, quadrated, (jrcul&r, &c The tower is at tlie west 
end, being Perpendicular work (in which style, and that 
which inunediatelj preceded it, the greater part of the ehnrch 
ii built) ; it is of three stages, with embattled parapet having 
carved panels. The upper stage of the tower hkewise ia 
decanted with four panels on each &ce, the two inner 
panels being pierced for li^ta, and all having crocketted 
eanopieg. The gargoyles at the angles are nearly cmmbled 
away ; and when time shall have performed the same opera- 
tion for the poor pinnaclea above, the tower will not have 
-lost a single grace. On the second stage of the south side 
of the tower are elegant canopied recesses. The tower but> 
tresses are diagonal, very slender, and run up lo the 
pinnacles. At the base of the tower, westward, is a hand- 
some doorway, which is sadly in want of restoration. The 
ipire is octagons], crocketted, and is 180 feet from the ground. 
There is a beautiful peal of eight bells. On the tmble 
are these words : " Subscriptions promoted by Memo. T. 
Hadley and W. Jordon. Chapman and Mears, of London, 
tecemnt, 1783." The makers' names and the same date is 
on all the bells, except the fifth, on which are the words — 
" T. Mean, of London, fecit^ 1836." This bell had been 
broken by a stone falling upon it, and was recast. On the 
third bell is the following couplet : 
" 11 yon bava a Jodiclnui ev. 



On the ^th — 

On the seventh — 

" Wbllc thiu we Join in cbetsfut h 
Haj lore and Ivjultj jtboiuid." 
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Od the MUth side »f the church ia a Btone porch, of the 
■ame date as the Perpendicular part of tbe bailding. Over 
Ihia doorway ig a niche, wMch probably contained fornierly 
a Btalne of tbe Savionr or of some saint. On each tide 
of the niche are oarred brackets or corbek. The cbancd 
i« the oldest part of the edifice, and appears to bave been 
partly rebuilt or restored with the old malerialfi. A flattened 
and by no means elegant arch separates it from the nave ; 
the arch a oiuamraited with immense ball-flowera, and ter- 
minates on brackets. An oblong window has been cat bj 
some scieatific bond in tbe wall over ^e areh, and the 
same artist, or some near relative of his, has pienwd tbe 
tool far UghtB of varied shapes, and robbed most of the otbu? 
windows of tbe ohnrch of thdr tracery. The east window, 
which is of five lights, has shared the same fat^ and tbe 
floods of light thus admitted frimi all sides and trora above 
most be oveqiowering in sommer time. The corbel-headi 
which termioBte tbe labels of the windows of the nave sdU 
remain, sharp "id fresh, and seem to reproach, with a 
wlence as eloqnent as words, tbe memory of the mnlilator. 
Botli the walki of the nave have externally fonr gable 
ends, which have also small windows, with stone mulliona. 
The gables impart a peculiar character to the building, 
which, while not agreeing with tbe mlee of Gothic art, is 
aeverlheless far &om nnpleasing. The north wall is shared 
np with clnmsy but very effective buttresses, and here I 
noticed a blocked-up doorway, and, within two yards of it, 
a pump, chained np — a precautionary mesanre which I am 
told was absolutely necessary from the ultra teetotal pti>- 
pensidea of the villagers. Some years ago tbe churabwardeDS 
finding it inconvenient to have water carried to wash tbe 
church, made a kind of tank, and conveyed tbe puiifying 
element into it from the roof of the edifice by mean* of 
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spontB. The ' gaie wire* " in the DeigfaboDThaod, however, 
ftppiopristed the water in such quanUtiea for the ouuin- 
foctnre of the liqaor the}' like beat, that the eceleeiaatical 
uithoritiea were forced, thoagh relnctaotly, to lay an embargo 
on the pump ; and hence that implement, in iti fettered 
eondi^im, seemed to me an apt representative of a foolish 
spendthrift, whose extravagance was necessary to be ebeelied 
by his gOBrdians. 

On the same ude of the church is a modem Teab; of 
brick, and reared against the north wall of the nave is a 
monnmeatal angularity which mnat not be oimoticed, inaa- 
mnch as from its bnmenae mze and still greater nglinew 
it coTeiB a large portion of and deforms the whole of that 
■ide of tlie aacred edifice. This is a bUcli and white monu- 
ment, having sqaare piUsrs and uras and arches traced 
against the wall of the church. It belongs to a Birmingham 
fiunily, and is a vile specimen of " Brummagem " taste. 

The interior of the church is litiewise capable of much 
improvement. There is a great painted wooden altar-pieoo 
stretching along the whole length of the east wall, which by 
no means enhances the beauty of the miniated window alxive 
it. One or two other windoWB in the chancel also require 
overliauling. The putpit stands in the centre ajsie, "reared 
lligh in air," and the seats are so amnged as that one-liatf 
of the congregation are staring the other half out of conn- 
tenanee. Id the event of a stranger bnng present, he of 
oourae becomes " the obaerved of all observers," and not 
one feature, lineament, or wrinkle, in his abashed couatenance^ 
can fiul to be stereotyped on the recollections of the great 
body of the Kingsnorton church-goers. Maoh requires to 
be done to the flooring of the seats, and the latter should he 
altiigether renovated. In two or three of the seats are remains 
of good Perpendicuhu' carving, which is probably a relic of 
the old TDod-eereen. At the west end of the church is a 
gallery elevated bat a short distance Irom the ground, and 
a series of graduated seats in front of it rising up from the 
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floor, the nate being oocnpied by the school children, anil 
die gallaj by a itraDg dioir, which would prore an ^deDt 
one with the aid of an orgsD and a good eooduetor, when 
those acqaiaitioiiB shall have bew obtuned. This arrai^e- 
ment as to the gallery, tas^ is an axceedingl; good one, being 
almost the onlj toim in which, artistically speaking, such an 
adjunct to arclutectnre is endurable. The eluncal nwf is 
semi-eironlor, that of the aisleg fl»t, and of the nare pranted ; 
the nave walb are tied acroee with beams, and the chancel 
with iron rods. The body of the church appears to have 
undergone no eonaidemble repairs for many years, bnt the 
spire and tower were restored about twelre yean ago, iir. 
Bobinoon, of Redditch, b^g the architect and bnilder. 

Several " hat^msnts " are hung on tiie walls, one of them 
belonging (o tiie aneient &mily of Gceves, who were formerly 
the ownraa of Uoseley Hall and a eonsidentble estate in the 
u^hbonriiood ; two bektog to the family of the presmt 
owner, William raylor, Esq., and two othcia to the family 
of Itobert MynoiB, Esq., ot Westheroik. Various membeis 
of the Grerca family are commemorated by handsome monu- 
ments and slabs in* several parts of the church. In the 
chancel is an altar-tomb to Richard Graves, of Moseley, Knight, 
deputy lieutenant to His Msjesty io the prinmpality of Wales 
(1633). His effigy is represented in armoor, with his helmet 
under his head ; his wife at his right hand, and four sons 
and four danghters in bai relief; also the following ineeription : 



Tli« alt* wa> JuatiM thsi h 
And pMca It) iMing till ttu 
Being jDrt in pace be ipen 

And thenfon juBtlj no- in 



WherafOr* bli wns hilh brohe detncUcm'i (etten. 
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This mBcriptioti is on toDchstone in golden letters, and hence 
the punning of tile epitapfaiat, which waa in character with 
the practice of the aereDteenth ceatary. Milton, the most 
eolemn nod st&telf poet of that or any other age, intFodacee 
puns into hia subhme po^n. The refinement and cultivated 
taste of the present day may well object to punning, mora 
especially in regard to religious subjects ; it is right, however, 
to state tiial lliere ie scripture authority for the practice. 
The Hebrew prophets pUy upon worda, particularly Itaiah, 
T, 7; xiii, 6; isiv, 17; xxvii, 7; sixiii, 1; ivii, 6; 1x1,3; 
Ixv, II, 12. St. Paul in maoy instances plays upon wmrds. 
Thus, in Philemon, 10, 11 — "I beseech thee for my son 
OnesimuH, which in time past was to thee uoprofitable, bn( 
nov unprofitable." The name Oneaimus in Greek means 
" profitable." In our own version a pun may be found : 
"Ha that hateth suretyship is saTB."^ProveTbs, li, IS. 

In a recees in the north wall of the chancel of Kings- 
noTton church are the statues of a gentleman and hia wife, 
praying; and on the floor are several defaced dabs to 
members of the Greves, Grcawolde, and Middlemore 
£unilies. The Middlemores flourished here in the early part 
of the nxteeuth century, and afterwords proved to be 
lealaus Knyalista during the Civil Wars. By an ioscriptioD 
in the south aisle it appears that these Uiddlemorea were 
descended from the ancient family of that name of Studley, 
Edgbastoo, and Hazlewell Halls. The Gresvoldes were also 
interred here in the sixteenth century. I have menUoned 
the Greves family before ; but another of that race is 
Lhe wall of the north aisle, thus; 



This William Greaves is said to have been a tax gatherer, 
who was mnrdered for the sake of the money he bad been 
coUecting. He lived alone in a cottage on the eastern »de 
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S90 THE lUHBLBR, 

of the Tillage, near the Binningliam and Worcester CmmI. 
B«port nys that no one lived in the bonse nfterwanb, and 
it becaiDe dilapitlaled sod hu taken down. The garden, 
in whidh it Etood, ttill i«inains fenced off from the firid, ot 
whieh it appears once to have formed a part, and belongs 
to a poor man in tlie Tillage. The GroTes bmilj nlti- 
mately came to poTortf. There is an entrj in the parish 
regieleF of the burial of "Biohard Oreris, Esq,," in the year 
1769j and of the borial of "Aneheatt (JroTig, pauper," in 
the feu 1738, who is said to haTs been the last of the 

One of the moat interesting relios in this ehnrch is an 
altar-tomb, in the north aisle, to " Homfre; Littieton of 
Grroreley, and Martha his wife," 1 JBS. It is on incised 
slab ; the iocisions, forming; the ontKnes, being filled up 
with a dork enbetance. He is represented as a knight in 
Hrmanr, with pointed beard, and the lady with the nff, 
curions aleeTes, and other peculiar dress of the EUxabethaa 
time. It ia recorded that Hnmfrey Littleton lived at Nannton 
Beauchamp many years after this monument was erected, 
and was buried there (see the chapter no Naonton Bean- 
champ). It appears, from a monnmeDt erected 13.t3 to 
the memory of tSarj Whitehouse, that a Sandys Littleton 
resided in the parish of KingsnortoD in 1763. He had a 
danghter, Dorothy, who married the Iter. Richard Flemming, 
curate of the parish. They had a daughter, Mary, who 
married a Mr. Whitehonse, and who was buried in this 
church in 1839; two of her sons are still liTing at Ipsley. 
There was also a Sandys Littleton, who resided some years 
at Worcester, and who married a Miss Boper ; they had a 
daughter, who married Mr, Fmncis, formerly of Droitwich, 
and now of Worcester. Mr. Francis is the owner of proper^ 
in and near this village. 1 believe these Littletons belong 
to Hie iamily of Humphrey Littleton above-mentioned. On 
the floor of the south aisle is a slab, now de&ced, whieh is 
probably that described by Nash, whereon waa delineated k 
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ptioBt, holding & chalice in bis rigbt huid, and in hia left 
a book : this woa to " Hmnfredi Toje, clHricns capelloid," 
1514; he was not a cnrate of the chapel, bat officiated in 
tbe chantry dedicated (o the Tiij;in liere. la the same ^ale 
one John Soutbem is commemiH^ted (abit IBIS), vho "waa 
diMiDgakhed ht an aceorate aeqoaintaoce with matbcmatiea 
and tiio different btancbea of phjnoal acienc^ and tor his 
thirty-fiTe yeara' connection with the cetebimted establishment 
at Soho I" Bi&ro, Mr. Sehoolmaaler I (J aoUloqaised) bat 
Ton iboiild httve added what were tbe tenna of yonr academj, 
how moeh yon cbttrged for eitraa, and whether the pnpila 
ware expected to bring tiieir own abeets, knJTea and forks, &e. 
Sinee then, however, I have aseertuned that the estsbliahment 
at Soho was not an aoademj, bat the celebrated mannfiwtoiy 
of Booltan and Watt (the fitiv&med James Watt), vho manu- 
betnred artieles of varioiis deacriptJooB, &r tbe traffic in which 
Birmingham i> remaricable. Mr. Soathem held an inflnential 
position in these works, and was highly valaed by tfae principals 
for bis mechanical and mathematical knowledge, as well as 
esteoned for his integrity. Bonlloa and Watt amassed an 
immense Eirt^me. Tbe ohorch contains sereml mooumenta 
to the Taylor family, the present owners of the Moseley estate, 
wbo seqniied a very large fortune by being couceined in tbe 
lOaoofactDrce of Binningbam, and especiaUj the button tcade. 
In the bmying ground I observed the following Unee, which 
•re nUher above mediocrity: 

Tin good oM uuii thM rvU within ttili gnn. 
Nor did 1w wlih to lltt—prepu^ to dig, 
Bli nu] wu gUbered to the uliU on hlgli. 
So bUs to «rth at 1u( the ripen'd grain— 
To parlA not, bat rli* and live agabi." 

To Margaret Hicbm (1603)— 

" Han li« a loving nfCt, 
She neisr tumad ou an 

The Field funily is said to have be«n cMuieoted with t 



T,Coo<^le 



clerkBhip uid beadledom of tbia pariah fur upwards o( two 
centimeB. Tho following iDscripdoDH are in the yard : " IsAao 
Field, ehoemftker uid pariah clerk of this parish 62 years, 
died July 10, 1767, aged S5 yeora, Henry his son, who died 
July 91, 179S, aged 81, was clerk 40 yean. (These two 
thus holding the office for more than a century I) John 
Field, nearly 23 years beadle of thU parish, died in 1818, 
aged 63." This I aappoae was the last of the race who held 
office. By reference lo the chapter on BromsgroTe (toI. 1), 
it will be fband that the Rcecs had in a limilaF manner 
supplied tliat dinrch with clerks and sextona time out of 
mind. Isaac CInlee is the present clerk at KingsDorton, and 
William Foster sexton. The Bev. Joseph Amphlett is perpetnsl 
cniate, and the Rev. Robert Thorp DaTison carate. 

A visitor to this place will bave much to attract his atten^on 
in &e chnrehyard, beyond the memorabilia which I have 
recOTded above. Id the first pUee, the view is somewhat 
extrasire, though too Dear the midland metropolis to asanmA 
a very rural or retired aspect. The eye first slights on the 
ruinated base of the once tail chimney of the LiCTord chemical 
works. These works have been slopped about twelve jetm, 
and the chimney, which had been blown down about three 
years before that time, suffered a Bimilar Ibte five years ago. 
It was originally upwards of three hundred feet in height, 
(or sixty fbet higher than St. Andrew's spire at Wiffceater), 
and its base was much too narrow for so lofty a structure- 
On the north aide of the churchyard stands an andent 
timber-firamed building, having mnllioned and tnuwried 
windows. This is the grammar school, which is said to 
have been fonnded by Edward VI, but there are no doou- 
menta in the parish which afford information on the subject, 
the church having been tamkeu open some year* ago, and 
the deeds and wriUnga abstracted &om the parish diest. It 
is sud that tiie inhabStanla of Birmingham and those of 
Kiogsnorton petitioned the above monarch to found a frea 
grammar school, and they had the choice ofTerad them of 
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aocepling an endowinent of £1£ anniully, or Inod of a similar 
Tnlne. Kinganorton inconaidenitely aecepted the money, but 
the more pmdent men of Binningbam tbe land ; and hence, 
while the school at the formei' place atill receives only tb« 
£15, the fnnds of that of Birmingham amount to many 
Ihonsands per amium. Bnt it is obvious that the income 
of Kinganorton school, even bad it been derived &am land, 
most have fallen t$x short of that of Birmingham, from the 
■nperior local advantages of the latter. Wbea a oommission 
waa appointed tventy years ago to inquire into tbe state of 
the diaritsble institntions of the country, the commisaionetB 
stated, vith regard to Kinganorton school, that it was as 
large a niOTWjf payment as they had met nith. Tbe £15 
was to be divided — £10 to the head and £5 to the nnder 
master. This money is paid at the office of woods and foi'esis, 
bnt is subject to the deduction of the auditor's and receiver's 
fees, amounting to £1. lOs. 6d. There are fifleen foondatkm 
boys, who are nominated by Mr. Taylor, of Moseley ; other 
childrra are also taught here, and a Sunday school is held 
in the same hoose. Altogether there are about fifty boya 
and fifty girls in the parochial schools, and forty boys and 
sixty girls in the Sunday sdiools. Mr. and Mrs. Simpson 
are the preceptors. 

In the " chapels belonging to KinganorlMi," during the 
time of the Civil Wars, tbe Rev. Thomas Hall was wont to 
preach, sod also taught a private school. He was then a 
freq^nenter of the Puritan lectures at Birmingham, bnt 
" was BO rigid in his persnasioo that be was disliked by his 
brethren. He was afterwards master of tbe &ee school here, 
and curate of the place under his brother, Mr. John Hall, 
who at length reugned it all to bim. He died in 1666, and 
was bnried at Kinganorton, to the school of which he was 
a bountiful benebctor in tbe eatabliahment of a parochial 
library thece." His treatise ** On Long Hair " and against 
" Maypoles " brought him some degree of celebrity. The 
book) which he bequeathed to the sehool and parish still 
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remain in the up-sUira room or Ubruy of the old schoal. 
There are betweeu six and Hveo hundred Talamea, and, with 
the eiceptioa of some of the cliaaics, thej conaiBt of the eon- 
trOTeiHal divinity of that daj — the latest of them appearing 
to hsTe been pnblished in 16£S. 

On the side of the burying gnmnd opposite to the old 
■diool ii a large and traly pictureeqne building of the 
Elizabethan period, in which tradition sajs that qaeen once 
ilept — a by no means improbable dnmntstance, se^g that 
Kinganorton was a royal manor, and also taking into acconnt 
the raving propeHBitiea of that queenly lady. FBB«ng throagh 
the ehnr^yard by this house yoo oome at once into the 
osntre of the village — a kind of triangle or square of irregular 
and time-worn buildings, with a patch of green tnrf in tlie 
oenb«, where pigs, and geese, and donkeys^ and boys with 
their hoops, and little giiis with bablee neoriy as heavy as 
themselves, have rejoiced in rustic felid^ from time imme- 
morial. The anelent appeantnee of the village ia remarkable. 
It is said to have been macb larger than at present ; marlrata 
and fiurs were held here, and a considerable trade in wool 
was carried on, as Lelaad Bays " there are fayre houses in 
it of staplers, that use to buy wool." Tradition also declares 
that letters were formerly directed to " Birmingham ntar 
Kingtnorttm" so that the former town was known chiefly by 
its vicinity to the latter. If so, the times are now altered, 
for it is the productioDS of BirmiDgham which give employ- 
ment to many of the inhahiUuts, espedally in the more 
popnlaua part bordermg ou that town — nails, swords, gno. 
barrels, and fire-irons, being made here. 

The parieh ia abont nine miles in length, with an average 
breadth of three-and-half miles, and contains a popolation 
of 7,7S9, being on iacrease of no less than 2,209 souls in 
ten years I The soil is generally stiff ; the graa* lands are 
luxuriantly rioh, and let at high rents, being so near Bir- 
mingham. At UoMley the soil is lighter; in the Wythall 
district it is dark coloured aiA peaty, resting on oky, tuA 
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is kaa fertile. The late Mr. T&jlor's father purohued the 
manor tnaa the cmwn, with all its rights and pririlege*, 
one of which, is the Kile tniBleeahip of the giMsiiwr ecboel. 
The Moeela; eetate, now the property of W. Taylor, Esq., 
it the most extensive. The next largest landowner is Bobert 
HjnoTB, £eq., of WeatheTMik. George Attwood, Esq., also 
ponean an catate of aboot five hundred acres, called the 
Colmen. la this parish is a place called the Mosta, for a 
Img tinw the Tendance of the andeat and reepedaUe Gunily of 
Field, of wbom probaUy the clerks and beadles aboTe-Damed 
were ofMioota. On the north nde of the Liekey, aboat 
half a mile bom the turnpike rood leading to Binniugliaiii, 
stood Hawkesley House, which was fbrtifled by the Parlia- 
mentary soldiers and takeu by the king's army in 164fi, 
when Captsia George, the goTemor, and Mglity man, 
were taken prisoners, the house (hen belonging to the 
Hiddlemores. The following is sn extract from Mr. R. 
Symoods'e Journal of the king's army, in the Harleian 
library : " Sunday, Hay II, 1 615. The king inarched 
fntm Inkberongh Magna to the rendanaua of the whole 
army of foot; and bis t/Ujeetj, with his own regiment of 
foot aod bone-gnards only, marched to Salt Wiolie (Droitwich). 
The head quarter* of the army this nigbt was at Bromsgrove^ 
His Majesty stayed at Wicbe till Wednesday, and in the 
mean time Rapert set down before Uawkesley House. On 
Wednesday the king left Wiche, and went with his gnsrds 
to the leagore before Hawkesley; and jnst as his Majesty 
appeared in view, it was deliTered at the mercy of the king's 
oKoers, on condign tliey might be free from the insolence 
of the aommon soldiers. The garrisau would not tight when 
they saw it was ths king's army. The house was pillaged 
and then set on fire, and tiie same night the king ]tj at 
Coftim Hall, and afterwards marched to Hombly Hall (Himley), 
Staffordshire, than inhabited by Lord Ward." 

The liTing of Kingsiorton is a pe^ietnal enrsey, in (he 
gift of Ihe De«n and Ch^ler of Worcester. The great 
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tithe* lure been eomninted fi^ £6S0, and the snu^ for 
£176. Tbe impropriate glebe coiunsts of three hundred acres, 
and the fiouiol of liftj-fire. 

Moeeley and Wythall, aa before atatad, were formerl; 
dupek of eaae to KingBnorton, auice, alehaugh endowed, 
they had no legally aanigned bonndarieB. Both are now 
diatriet ehurches. Moeeley is a aubetantial ecclesiastical- 
looldng edifice, and will hold nearl; six hnndred peiaons. 
Tbe population of the diatriet is about 1,600. Baptieius, 
burials, and marriages, are eolemoized there. There is 
a national school. King Edward VI assigned to the 
niinialer of tiiis cbapelry " fourteen noblea per annum, audit 
money, paid in' Worc«at«r tbe Monday after Michaelmas," 
but whether this taoA ia still available or not I cannot ascer- 
tain, as tbe minister in question has not had the courteey 
to reply to my inquiry. Wythall ia smaller, and partakes 
leis of an eccleaiaatio^ character, being a plun brick 
edifice. It will hold about two hnodred and fifty persons. 
The district contains about 1,000 inhabitants, inclndiog 
parts of the parishes of Solihull and AlTechnrch. Very 
eon'^ent school-rooms, with a house for tbe master and 
mistress, were built ten years ago, which are attended by 
about thirty boys and as many girls. Another church in 
the parish has been erected at Balsall Huth, and a diatriet 
is attached to it, which, although small, contains a popu- 
latum of 3,000. The Sot. B. Buuson ia the tncmnbent. The 
BqitialB, Unitariana, and Primitive and Weeleyan Hethodista, 
Dourish at various places in tiiis large parish. 

The frequent occnrrence of the names of Hob, Dob, Fuck, 
&a., as applied to the fields and highways hereabout, implies 
the general credence formerly given to the tairj and hob- 
^blin mythology. 1 believe the Icknield Street and other 
ancient roads ran thrungh the parish of Kingsnorton. 
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eUOULD the reader wUh to iospeft a HBmple or the 
old English highways and b;ewaya, aa they no doubt 
existed a century ago, he cannot do better tbaa 
attempt to find his way from the KingaDortou railway MMion 
to Nca^field, during & rainy seaaon snob ai that of last 
winter. I thought there was a kind of wicked teer in the 
«je of the station master as he pointed out to me the 
route I was to go, anA tamed on his heel, with his tongue 
in his dieek; but no cause eoold I Assign for his waggish- 
ness dll I found myself stuck in the soil like a forked 
radish, or like the celebrated Don of the Maneha, when 
his wooden P^asus bad been slipped from between his legs. 
The operation of walking through this horrible lane was 
something nmilar to kneading dough, each hole made by 
the fiMt being speedily filled op with dirty water which 
po«Q^ in from all kinds of reserroirs lying along the road, 
penetrated through boot and stocking, leaped np the legs, 
and sqnirted in oo^nons showers over ooat and trawsers. 
In v^ the anxiooa eye looked romid for au oa«a in this 
desert of mud ; the geniia font seemed to be smiling st my 
<Ustreas, and goading me onward with inextingnishsble glee. 
At the end of this frightful lane I came to croes-roads, 
and after a long consultation with myself (no such thing 
aa a direcdon post having erer been seen in this neigh- 
bourhood), OS sheer luck vroold have it I turned in the 
li^t' direction, and arrived at Northfield church, a sadder 
and a dirtier man. The roads over which I had passed 
are pwish roads, partly in Kingsnorton and partly in 
Northfield ; thay are chiefly used by the occupiers of two 
or three farms, by whose heaTlIy laden waggons they are 
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mnoh cut Dp, ind tbe recent deprcnucd st&te of ngrieultnre 
DO doubt formed an encDse for keeping down aipensea ; 
bat it iboold not be forgotten that .panimoay with r^ard 
to roads i> tsi? br lirom being ■ wise economy, fforthfietd, 
it seema, was neier a great credit to the oonnty, for in 
the time of Dr. Nuh another bad feature wu apparent 
here, onr eoont; historian observuig that " the trea liere- 
aboDt are never lopped — which practice ia the disgrace of 
Worceatershire." 

The chnrch appears to have been bnilt oiiiefiy in the 
tveLfth and thirteenth centnriea, though there is some Per- 
pendicular work in tliA aisle, the top of the tower, to., 
and tiie windows belong to wTenl periods. Tbe tower, 
hiw u>d masetTe, is »t (he west end, and contains a pleasing 
ring of bells. There is an aisle south of the dbto, from 
which it is separated by four pointed arches, and on this 
side is a curious bu^ porch, wooden &amed and paneJled. 
In the north wall ia a Nomuu arch, with a beak-bead 
moulding — a description of ornament somewhat rare in 
WoicealerBhire. The chancel is of immeme size, and ia ■ 
fine specimen of Eariy English work, having on each ude 
three windows of triplet lights with engaged shafts, the 
wbole being under a oontinuons hood moulding, terminating 
io circular shafta wlueh spring from the ground. Tbe 
chancel was restored about nine years ago in an expenuve 
and most elaborate manner, by the preaent rector, and is 
now reqdendent with diapered oolonred walls, memorial 
and other windows of p^ted glaaa, a fine open roi^, 
encauetio tUm, with a bras* monumoital cross inlud in 
tbe floor, five crosses on the table-cloth (the arnneot symbol 
of the five wonnds of Christ), another cross on the altar 
between two huge candles, and the four ETangeliala looking 
down with complacency from the east window oa the splen- 
dour which aurronnda them, Tbe reat of tbe church, however, 
preseute a melaochol; oootxast to tbe state of things in the 
chancel, the walls being damp and mouldy ; some of the 
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windom being pu-Ually btockad ap or deprived of their 
mullionB and tracery, the seatii uid gsller; at the weet eud 
(In which ia a eniall organ) also requiring a radical altera- 
tioa. Indeed the pariBhioiiOTS seem to have fallea aa far 
•hort of Ihmr daQr ia the neceuary preBerration of their 
hoiuw of prayer an ths incomboit has exceeded his in Ibe 
way of gaudy and perh^e objectionable decorationa. This 
mky be accounted for by the difSenlly which hu arisen 
M Noiihfieid, as in otber paiialieg in the Tioinity of Dir- 
udogham, of ohuining a church-rate at all, and the imaf- 
ficiency of the rate, Hhen obtained, for the pacpoaea required. 
Bpt has it never occarred to the zealona incumbent to 
reflect that he himself may have more to do with this 
want of attachment for the church tlian at first Hght would 
^>pear t The peculiar views which be advocates from the 
pnlpit (and of which 1 aiaU pre«eDtlj give a aample), 
together with his bias Cor ornamental display of soch a kind 
aa cannot bat be objectionable, to say the least of it, in 
the present stBte of men's minda, have undoubtedly the 
effect of strengthening the enemies of the chorcb, whose 
ttsditionaiy dread of Romaniam leads tbem to suspect ita 
exialonce even in things which are abstractedly but nutters 
of indiffereDce. A proof of this exista in the &ct that the 
two candlestioks before sllnded to bare long ago formed 
the subject of atmng remonatraneea from the pariahionera, 
by which the rector waa bdneed (aa I am told) to denude 
tbem of thdr fire branches, but would on no account yield 
any more to the popnUr jealooay. The elements of noncon- 
formity are already so abnndant in the " midland metropolis," 
and its propagandist agencies so active uid energetic thronghont 
that densely peopled district, that it kjeboves the watchmen of 
the ehnrch citadel to be cautious, vigilant, conciliatory, and 
winning — to be at once aa wise as serpents and as harmkes 
as doves, and to give no offence for conscience sake. The 
state of public fading is mnch the same now as it was 
twelve oentniiea ago with regard ti> the Romanizing bias 
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of some of the eXergf, m in*; be gathered from the fid- 
lowing transUtion &om the Welch, a. d. 620 : 
" Woe be 10 Hat dispbsrd I laj. 



Willi ittff ud wespoD iliong." 
Bat to Tetnrn. Od the front of the steps leading to the 
altKr are icBcribed the following verses : " Benedicite Bocer- 
dotes Domini Domino, laadste et anper exaltate earn io 
seouU. Benedicite Bpiritna et anime juatorom Domino, 
Uadate et super eiultkle enni in secola. Benedidte omnea 
religiosi Domino Deo Deorum, luidste et confitemini ei 
qnia in omnia seeuU misericoidis ejus." At the base of 
the east window is an inHcription, to the effect that it was 
"given by the widow and danghters of the late Dr. John 
Johnstone, M.D., in affectionate fulfilment of an intention 
expressed in his life-time by himaelf; 1838." On the sonth 
side of the chancel is a handsome memorial window to 
Oqitaia William Sheppey Greene, brother-in-iaw of the 
rector ; he died in 1 848. Near here is a moral slab to Dr. 
John Hinckley, rector of this place ibr thirty-6ve years, 
who is said to have "spoit a groat deal of money in 
defcsice of the rights of this churoh ; " he died in 1 695, aged 
serenty-eif^t. Also, on the same slab, a record of several 
of his family, and particularly of John, his son, concerning 
whom the reader is partieularly inibnned that " hs bmh 
a part of the parsonage house, with the stablea," &«. 1 1 
The present antiiorities, bmag probably ashamed of this bit 
of proGtna history, have hid the dab from public view 
behind one of the haodsome carved chairs that adorn the 
chancel. In the chancel was also the following inscription 
to " John Jephcott, D.D., for many years minister of Evesham, 
as also Prebendary of Worcester, and (for his learned friend's 
sake) rector of Alohnreh. Resigning Evesham and his prebend 
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in fais old age, he retired lo his rectoiy, where, full of days 
and good works, he died ia 1713." On the north wkU of 
the miTe ig an inacription, setting forth that " Henry Hinckley, 
of Harboroe, gave for ever raght balf-crowns to be ^ven 
yeariy to eight poor people, and eight shillinga to provide 
them with a dinner on the 25th of M&y, if on Snnday ; 
or if not, then on ^le next Sunday following, to be paid ont 
of his estate. Nether Holbeach, at the discretion of the 
rector." The day named was probably the donor'B birUiday. 
On the opposite wall is another table of charities, so darkened 
by age as lo be totally illegible. The reBtoration of these 
records is at all times a pnusevorthy act of consideration for 
the poor. Id the churchyard are the following inscriptions : 

"WlUilD tlib tUent gnn llai hen 
la 18 i»yt tba botb OecBifi, 



ouUi of Ulanti bright— 



d them 






The serriceB of the day were remarkable. After the first 
reading of the first lesBon the children were gathered in 
a drcle in the chancel and catechised by the clergyman, 
who, apparently, did not use any set form, bnt pnt such 
qneetiooB to them as occurred to his mind. Now, as by 
&r the greater proportion of the congr^ation conld neither 
hear question nor answer, this proceeding is by no means 
in BCcordsoce witii the apostle's injunction that all things 
should be done to ediScation. It may be a good and bene- 
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fici«l enstiHti foi our jimtb to itud ap mmong the cuigngBlion 
mi openly avow thdr taMt, bo tlut Ae presence of h> many 
witoeaaea nny render more binding the neeevity for a blame- 
le« and a Christiau life ; and aim that the heann may 
be reminded thereby ef tbdr om eariy towh; yet the 
force nf Ihia ooouderatiao at once eeaaea when the aasembly 
cannot distingniah the eomae of the ei 



what peenUar Tiewa are htmg histilled into the catechnmen. 
It ia, tberelore, moot objectionable to keep the people in 
a long and idle anapenae, liatening to a diatant hnm, whidi 
might be BO mod) more judidonaly transferred to the adiooU 

After Bome Oiegoiian mnnc had been channted in touBOD 
by the achool childreti, Iha boys being on the north and tba 
giria on the aoath aide, according to andent cuMom, an 
annonncement waa made from the lecteni that aeTenl feaslll 
wonld be obaerTBd in the ooaning week, and the rector 
aacended the handaomdy car*ed pulpit, and preached from 
Jclt vi, IS: "And aet up &]ae witneeaes, who aaid, Tbia 
man oeaaeth not to apeak bhaphemoua words againet thia 
holy place and the law." The aubject waa, the HUffeiingB at 
St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr ; and the position 
aongbt to be eetabliBhed there&mn was, that martyrdom, though 
ueceBiarily io a milder form, even in the present day, awaited 
tboee who dared to combat the low and degrading notiona 
which now too generally prerailed as to the doctrines and 
fundjona of " the church." Baptism and the Lord's Snpper 
were eepecially nurked out as the tests of these low viewa — 
tlie latter inatitntion, he aaid, being erTooeonaly CKnidered 
aa a memorial only, without the actn^ preaenoe, as though 
the body and bkxMl of Christ wete not " truly and indeed 
taken." Self-denia], mortifioation, and laBting, were likewise 
in the eyes of many persona unreal or figurative things, 
•nit^)le only for a Jewiah dispeosation ; but it ahould not be 
forgotten that Chriat bad aud, when the hndegroom waa taken 
away fin>m his people, then ahould they bat. The nse of 
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good woriiB, u a BuriGce of sveet mvimr, was alto deiued 
by DHUiy, who fivgot that we were to be jadged icoordiDg 
to onr worka. TheM were eiron and prejudieea which miut 
be iDoled ont j and he exhorted hia brelhroi of the piieathood 
uot to be tarified at the charge of tnarbarj so malidonaly 
urged by the enemies of the ohnrch agunat those of her 
minialers who dared to elerate her ofBcea and to uphold 
bcr anltnrity ; for if tb^ deeoled th«r post, and were a&aid 
of testil^Dg to the truth, St. Stqihen and tho whole army 
of martyra woold rise np againat them. He counaellsd them 
to firmnecB of aonl yet tendemeaa of heart, and, after the 
example of the first martyr, to he regardlea of the hard 
namea whidi the world now o^ed them. " The ohimdi " — 
"theehnrch" — "the priesthood" — "the priesthood" — these 
were the prea^r'a watohworda throughout — these were hia 
Bobatittites for evaagelieal troth. Snnly, thought I (wallung 
oat of the church at the ckae of the seriice), it is a atranga 
thing for this clergyman to identi^ himaelf with St^ Stephen, 
who died in attestation of a new aod purer faith, while the 
Poaoyite party are only noted for their obstinacy in reviTing 
old forms and usages which, tfaoD^h eomparatiToly innocent 
in themselrea, are calcnhted to make way for a retnm of 
those tfroTB and gross corruptions from which we wera 
mereifblly deliftred by the Refcomation. Nor is the analogy 
more striking between the high ehnrcbmen of the present 
day and the army of martyrs, of whmn St Stephen was the 
leader, when we hear martyrdom inTohed by gentlemen who 
rejoice in psndiaacal paraonages and fat livinga worth many 
hondrods per anniun, and who generally will uot be rewarded 
in Heaven with the eight bcatitudea promised by the Catholio 
&ith to those who have chosen volantary poverty. For myself, 
I cannot pereciTe (he least foreshadowing of a martyrdom in 
this new PusiTite rebellion, but on the eontnry I bdieTe 
devoutly that the chnreh at large and ChristianB in geneial 
may biily harbour apprehenwons as to time own rdigkma 
Hbertjea shaald such men as theas outiiden to Borne b« 
permitted to prerul agwnat na. 
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It ia bat EiuT to the rector to add, witli reference to one 
portioD of my " notes," that on a gnbaeqaent oecsnon, on my 
retuni bom Fnmble; cborch, I paid another vimt to Nortbfleld, 
wban he catoehi«ed the children from the readbg-deak, so 
that all might hear the examination. The Bcbolara appeared 
to hare an eiiceUent linowledge of the Scriptures and of the 
leading doctriDCa of the Christian faith. But the sermon 
vblch followed waa again of a character that could not be 
miatalcen. Being a Sunday or two before Lent, the subject 
taken up whs the Commination service, or that smes of 
comprehmsiTe curses in whieb tb« churcb annually oTor- 
whelms poor ainnen on the first day of Lent. In tbese 
degMiente days — when emperors and kings no longer hold 
the stirmp of the pope's paltry — it may not perhaps bo 
genraally known hov " the cborch " was wout in ancient 
times to deal vith repentant sinners. On Ash Wednesday 
Iheee backsliders were compelled (for fear of further oonse- 
qaencea) to present themselTes before the biabop and clergy, 
" with naked feet and eyes tamed down to the ground," 
clothed in sackcloth and with aahee on their head (hence 
the term Ash Wednesday), and after receiving a, potent male- 
diction, during which tlie luahop and clergy were disaolTed 
in sighs and tears, tbey — the ropenlonla— were publicly tnmcd 
' out of churcb, as a warning to themselTcs and others, that 
they were not to think lightly of p^iaace. On Mounday 
Tharaday~after a long "dntance vile "^they again proceeded 
to the ehnreh, prostrating ^lansdves on the earth near the 
prindpol entrance, on which tiie bishop or priest ceremonionsly 
opened the door, and after a due admooition ree^ved them 
once more into the arms of the church. The rector took 
his hhloric»l &Kta &om " WheMley on the Commoa Prayer," 
and then went on to eipreaa his deep regret that the salutary 
penances of the ohorch could not bo restored, for which be 
erideatly thought the Commination corses were but a poor 
equivalent. He mourned over tlte restricted power of the 
church, and hoped it would yet stand forth as in tbe olden 
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time, for it vaa the wdot of her diadpUne whioli had branght 
the world to itA present state, whoD tliere were ao mttiy ieeta 
thai no odo tnew wheFe to turn for the tmth. The preacher 
ctmclnded by strongty urging the practice of bs^g and sdT 
demal daring Lent 

What ia all this but the iil-oonoealed spirit of Poperj, 
■trivuig again for piieatly domiiuuice ) What is tihis but the 
giant gnashing his toothless gums through the bars of lus 
prisoa! Let us beware of the spread of anch principles 
amcuigst DBl let us denannca them whenever uttered. It 
waa an obeervation of a bmouB Jesuitical pope, " when a 
man has formed a compact with ana parQ', he mast none 
the less take care to negotiate with the other;" and it is 
sow the du^ of the diarA to take care that her ministers 
shall not illustrate this doctrine by fattening on her ample 
rereones, while they incaleate the prineiplea of another church 
— principles tending to subvert that religious Uba^ which 
was the h^pj baus of our refrained creed. The rector of 
Horthfield will excose me when I say that, although I do 
not suppose he would wilfully inculcate error, or do the 
work of Rome while paid by England, yet the ad<^on of 
hit peeoHsr riewa conld not fail of being fatal to PiDteatautisiii. 
He laments that the old mode of dMliog with penitenti is 
not rerired. By the same rasswi he sbaold vote kr the 
ancient policy of the &Kgot and sb^ for non-repeniants. 
The plea of " uiiiety for the spiritual wel&re of the people " 
wilt fortunately not go down with readers of history; it ia 
an old assurance which has now lost all its attraction, for 
it is, as the poet says — 

lEuomueh u vbeo nuttng hwvtia wbofo. 

Tbaj hut cmkad the hody— [or the uka of Iha nuL" 

With regard to the cnelioo cry of "the church" — "the 
Aorch " — I cannot do better than leare the rector of 
Northfield in the hands of Bishop HaU: "The Scripture 
(sa^ that excellent prelate) ia the sun ; the church is the 
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dock, whose hand poinla ns to, and whose iound tsDi ns, 
the honn of the day. Th« nm ws koow to be iore, and 
ngnUrly OMUtMit in his motioii ; the cloek, u it may fall 
out, may go too fast or too alow. We are wont to look at, 
and liiten to the clock, to know the time of the day ; bat, 
where we find the variatioD aeiuble, to betisTS the nm 
agaimt the clock, not the clock againat ibe eiui. An them 
we would condemn biia of much folly that ibosld profeei 
to traat the clock taUier than the son, so we eaimet bat 
jnatly tax the misaredality of tiuwe who wiH rather tmst 
to the ohnreh than to the Seriptore." 

My " notes " of the parish of North&eld will 1)e aomewliat 
fimited, in ouueqnciioe of the mioonrteoiu aUence of two 
indiridnala to whom I wrote for infbnnation. The pariah 
indndee neariy 6,000 mko, and has a popolation of 2,460, 
bung an inercaae of 2G9 in tan yean. Brick and tile 
woiki, and nail making, luep the popalatioa employed. 
The land is a etrong clayey (oam, from which eioeUant 
orop* of wheat and bean* are prodnoed, with a doe portioii 
of good toraip soil ; ^ere is also some firwtane here. The 
aoiall river Raa and the Birmingham and Worcester Canal 
pass thnnigh the parish. Here was formerly a eaalle, called 
Weoley Castle, the ancient seat of the Sometys and SnttonE, 
Lords of Dodley. It occupied wilh its ^ipendages eerenteco 
acres, in a park of serenteen hundred aerea, which, howcrer, 
is now tamed into farms. The moat enoloaed abont one 
acre. Northfleld was the property of Atwold. It waa 
sMzed at the Ctmqneat by Fitz-Anoonlf. Hia hcdreee 
married Paganell, wboee hrirea* married Someii, who eveeted 
the oMtle in the bediming of the thirteenUi centnry. A 
Bottetonrt (who acoompanied the Conqueror] 
Weoley Castle in right of his wife, who waa 
Golieiress i>t Somen. In I3B6 the male line became extinct 
The castle was situate on a low spot, and could not have 
been a plaoe of much strength. Tlie ute ia now a garden, 
round which there is a moat. The foundatioiu of tlie walls 
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bUU Tenuin, and serre as vklks, nmniDg all roand elose 
to the water. J. F. LedauD, E»q., the owner (high iberiff 
of thk count; in 1S4S), hu boitt » huidBimie muukm 
nMT, which beu« ibe nsnte of Weoley Cutle. Some Bilvei 
and brem ooins of Edward I, and eariier dates, some iion 
implements and kejH, a spear-bead, &c, a spur of the 
time of Haiuy III, a metal seal in good preeerration, two 
nide jugs, a tile, fragmenta of glass, bones, &e., have been 
foond on the site of tlie old castle, ohieflj in the moat. 
Hie soRoniidiiig ooontry eontains many elegant nunaiDns 
belongiog to profwsional gentlemen and merchants, whose 
buaineea is chiefly in Birmingham. The Tillage ia on the 
Birmingham and Woroester road, &vb and a half mllea 
■onth-west of the fonasr town, and the parish contains 
tho hamlets of SeUy Oak, Woodgate, and Hartley Green. 
l^hera is a chapel of ease, or distiiot church, at the Utter 
place, whidi was ereoCed in ] 838, at a oost of ££00, and 
» Sunday school near. Cofton is also a obapeliy to North- 
fleld. l^e Wealeyans have a clu^ and Sunday achod at 
Sdly Oak. 

The living of NorthBeld, with Cofton Hackett annoEed, is 
a leetory in the gift of Uie Peowick family, of Sonderiand. 
The tithes were oommuled for £306, and there are forty-fonr 
•ore* of glebe. Incumbent, the Rer. Henry Clarke (1831). 
Canto, the Bev. Edward Hale. Cleri^ — Button. Thtre 
is a Sondaj school oontuning aboat forty boys and more 
than that nmnber of giria; and a national school is also 
is the village. Besides these there is liliewise a fiee school, 
endowed with the dividends of £433. 6a. 8d. in the three 
par ocats., bom otoneya bequeathed by Archdeacon WoMh 
(1742), Mr. Soley, and Mr. Thomas Uojd. Tbe parish being 
extensire, a sma of £3 a year is paid to ■ schoohnistras 
at Bartley Gieen, a remote part of the parish, to teach a 
few children tiiere. 
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4 Saxon timei, it is rapposed, the lords of this manor 
t granted the lands to their lenuitti, without TMerring 
t an; base senicea, and heaoe ita name, wbich signifies 
a free or privileged place. FranUej was BDraently a limb 
of the great parish of Halesowen. The Lj'tteHon familj, 
in the time of Henry III, liecaine possessed of it by marrying 
the heiress of the Da Fconkleys. Nash says the manor- 
house here was &moDB for being the birthplace of that gmt 
lawyer. Sir Thomaa Lytt«llon, styled by Lord Coke " the 
English JosUaiao." A piece of water was fonued here by 
the celebrated judge, and called " WeBtminsler Pool," fnim 
ita aie« corteeponding in extent with that of Weetminatcr 
Hall. The hoose was garrisoned ^ King Charles by Prince 
Bopert in 1642, and he hamt it to the ground to prermt 
the eoemy doing the same Ihmg; the house has never sfaioe 
been rebmlt. There woa a chapal here from remot« tiowB, 
dedicated to St. Leonard, and the rights and emolnmenls of 
this chqiel seem to have been a fruitful source of contenUon 
among the ahaTsn crowns. In the tiiirty-alzth year of Henry 
III the abbot and conyent of Halesoiren sued the cbapUia 
of Frankley in the rural dean of Kidderminsler'B court, for 
burying a corpse in this chapet, to the prejudice of the 
mother church of Hales, and the sentence of the rural dean 
was- in &voiir of the abbot A contest was also carried on 
between the prior and convent of Dadley and the abbey of 
Hales ss to the patronage of this chapel, in which Hales 
was again succeaahL There seems to have berai another 
chapel here dedicated to the Holy Trinity— sapposed to have 
been a private oratory of the Lytteltona — as shown by the 
fbllowing extract from Judge Lyttelton's will : " Also I bequeath 
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my gode little maiea bake, and gode veetmentB, which were 
my iDodeiB, and alao a gil( eluUee ; I give them to 'the UesMd 
Ttinite, to the use and occnpotioD of mjr chapel of fVanklej, 
in bmoar of our avd most bte«««d Trinile ; inasinueh ai 
ttie ohapd pf the biased Trioite and an anller the]^f ia 
faalowed in the wonhip of the said blessed Trinite. Also I 
mil that m; grete antiphaner be erennore had and anrely 
kept in the worabip of God and St. Leonwd, to the me and 
oeenpation of and for the chapsl-chnrch of St. Leonaid of 
Fn^kley." The abbot of Hal^ it seems, true to the prin- 
dplee whidi geoenllf actnated hia order, was not a m«n to 
allow his intafota to go by debnlt, dot to diageininate the 
Goapel any fnrtiier than ai the recipientB were inclined to 
pay for it ; for haviitg become refractory to the above Sir 
T. Lyttolton, and refumng to find a prkat fbr this chapel 
dotii^ tbe time hia lordship waa k tiie country, acoording 
to agreement, the abbot was aued, and another contest arose, 
bnt I cannot find how it terminated. 

Alter the dissdntion, Fianlile; was aapplied by a perpetoal 
curalfv appointed by the Lytteltnt laaiUy. The presmt chorch 
ia a small edifice, haring no ustes or transepts ; thoe is a 
litde stooe loww springing Cram the xwit at the west end, 
and a new stone pordi in the sooth walL Some Norman 
msaoniy still remains in the walla, and specimens of carving 
of the some period in some enrions eoriMl btwta aapporting 
the beams of the open roof of the dmnod ; bnt a great 
portiiHi of the chni^ was Tmorated about a oenCnry ago, and 
other parts sinoe tbat time. An inscription in tbe gallery 
Beta forth that — "Anno ]7£0, tins chnrcfa was onted and 
beautified. Anno 17G1, the tower was erected; all the 
new timber oontained in it was given by Sir T. Lyttelton, 
Bart, lord of tba manor, also the sum of ££0, which waa 
aeseased on hia tenant* towards de&aj^ the expenses of 
the Hid tower. J. Roe, C.W." FrevioDa to thia renovation, 
tbe old chnreh ia described oa having been dark, with amaU 
narrow windows (probably Norman), a chancel much decayed, 
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*nd a wooden tower ready to &U. The Btanta for the new 
tower wM supplied diiefly out of the ruine of Fnnkle; BkU. 
Another inscriptioa ie k1k> affixed to the gmllery, to thia 
elTeet: "Thii gallery was erected in 17fi2, the south end by 
a sahaeription of the preaent society of aingen and the 
charitable oontribations of their neighbonn, which end is 
appointed for the use of the sncceeding eoeietiei for ever; 
the north ead for the oae of the porchaseiB. Piahn icviii : 
'Sing to the Lord a new-made eong.' " The "society of 
Bingers " howerer, like many other victinis of dinpptnntment, 
have en thii diaeovered that thur teaure waa not Jn »eeula 
teeuhntm, tliey having been ousted from the aJbreeaid galleiy, 
and, by the aid <tf an excdlent hamKiiiiun fixed in the 
ehaned, the singing is now coikdueted to much greater 
advanti^e. In the old ewt window was a figun designed 
to repreaeot the famoos Judge Lyttdton, bnt it was partly 
deatroyed at the time of the Civil Wars. Hahiagdon described 
it OH ■ man in aooriet, with a ecuf m hia head, and in the 
posture of prayer. No donbt this was the pictore Coke 
referred to when he wrote — " He that ia deairona to see 
the grave and reverend oonntenanoe of our anthor may in 
the chorclKS of Frankley and Halesowen ;" and from this 
figure, it is supposed, the print was taken for the old edition 
of " Coke upon Lyltellon." The preaent east window is of 
stained glass, very taatefolly dadgoad and nio^ eieeated : in 
the centre ia the Saviour with a ciroolar nimbon, cnsBed; 
he ia in the act of benediction, and bolda in the other hand 
a globe with oroea. Here is likewise a memorial window to 
the Rev. John Todd, who was curate for thirty-eight yean, 
and died at the age of aixty-three. The chancel was repaired 
about three years ago, the floor being laid with encanatio 
tilee, charged with emblems of keys, mitres, swtods, the erowa 
and " V. R^" as alao scriptural semtenees. 

The mly notable attempt at versification I obasrved in 
the churchyard waa the fallowiog : 

" ThMe Uitnj jan I hiTe b«D blind : 
BlHHd be thirn I 'Tt leR behind. 
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Ml children all I bid adlm, 

80 now I Inve Ow wort* ind yon," 

Inside ■ tomb, on tbe BODth aide of the churchward, a 
tree, or shrub, baa takrai root and flouriBhed till tbe sides 
and tc^ of the little Btmclure are forced widely apart — 
aa apt though anpremeditaCed symbol of the resurteoUon. 

Franldey la a rectory, being a donative, in the gift of 
Lord Lyttellon, who eojaya tbe title of Baron Frankley. 
Incumbent, the Hon. and Rev. W. H. Lyttelton. Curate, 
the Rot. E. Glover. Clerk, James Taylor. There ii a 
Sunday Bcbool with nearly tbirty children, and a day school 
beaide. Population of tbe pariah, 12G ; bdng a dimmutian 
of DO le«e tban forty-five — more than one-fourUi of the 
total Domber — in ten years I The pariidl is gmall and hilly, 
and the Stour takes its rise Id a wood bere, paiNog hence 
through Halesowen, Cradley, Stourbridge, and Kidderminster, 
to tbe Severn. 
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e parish northward of BirmiDgfaam, and 
I forms the extreme limit of Worwstersbire in that 
• direction, b«Dg sfanost surrounded by the county of 
Warwick. The Maple manufocture here are tiles, which 
are produced in great abundance trma the extensive beds 
of day in the parish. The cburch of Yardley was appro- 
priated by Bishop Wolstan de Brannsford, in June, 1347, to 
" ti» priory of Martoke." This prelate was the builder of 
Branslbrd bridge, near Worcester, and the Grueeten Hall, near 
the Cathedral; he was infirm whai flint appointed to tbe see 
of Worcester, and on account of Ms bodily weakness waa 
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eienaed by the king from atteDding P&rluuneat, on Ub pmnMiig 
(o celebrate in perHon, ob long W be ItTed and wu able, the 
aunivenary of the king's bth«r in the abbey ehnrch of St. 
Feter, at Gloucester (which vea then a part of the dioceee 
of WoFceeter). From the Beanehamps, the nuDor of Yardkij 
passed into the familiea of Blount, Middlemore, Boteler, 
Grevis, and lastly Hr. John Taylor, who bad made an 
enormous fortune and at the same time greatly advanced 
the prosperity of Birmingham by his enterprise in the bntton, 
japan, enamel, and toy trades. J. A. Taylor, Eleq., of Hoseley 
Hall, is the present lord of the manor. The popnlation has 
decreased from 2,825 in 1641 to 2,7G3 in 1851. The liiing 
is a discharged vicarage, in the patronage of Mr. Serem ; 
net inoome, npnards of £500. Rev. H. Gwyther is the 
incnmbent. Clerk, Henry Spry. Organist, Mr. Holt, of 
Birmingham. The diorch (which is ^>proached by ao aventle 
of limee) is a large stmoture, conmMJng of a chancel, nave, 
north usle, chq«l on the south, and at the west end a 
tower anrtoonnted by a handsome and li^ spire. Under- 
neath the tower is tite vestry, the approach to whioh, tonnd 
by the stun leading to the organ gallery at tiie west «Dd, 
is a moat inconvenient arrangetoent, and, as the bekdle said, 
" It might be a deal gainer, but they skaim'd bad " (it 
might have been better arranged, but thay had sebemed 
badly). The north aisle is separated from tbe Dave by aichee, 
and there is a sonth porch. Spedmens of aeveral styles 
may be traced in the building, from the Early English 
downwards. In the year 1850 the chutcb wi* thonnigfaly 
cleansed and repaired, the ceiling in the aisle restored to 
its original ifipeorauoe, the pillars supporting the roof were 
rehced, the unsightly wooden supports removed and stone 
corbels substituted, and the pilsstetg which enconibered the 
stonework in the ancient porch taken away ; the walls were 
coloured, the seats varnished, &o. There are many ancient 
monnmenls in the church, among which is one with the 
Matuea of Htnnphrey Oreswolde and wife. He is said to 
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have be«n "k piom nn of the chnrcfa," who dedicated 
£lt ptr umnm to angment the -ncwage, alia £B lo buy 
gowna for four ^ed mhalnlaatB of the foot quArtma of the 
pwiah. He here tmiB for Charles I, wae a jostiGe of the 
quomm, and died 1S71. AnoUur of the Grasiroldea (17SS) 
is dsBcribed h; hie Bomiring vidoir u haTing not only 
poa waeo d aogelie attribntes in evmy relatkm of life, but as 
beiog emiiMDtly beautifhl In his penon ; thus — 

" To corer tlm, wbm I tUi mubla gave. 
Ky Mul dMunded wKIi Ibse lo Iba gnn, 
Than imiiiiiinil. Ihj Urlikg tomb I 11 moitni 
TUI lima duUl iitoea mj eabaa Is Ihy um." 

The oldest mannmetits are those to the Egte funily ; (here 
bemg a ttaae to Thomas and Mary Aim Eete, IfiSt, and a 
brass to Heoi7 and Hargwy Eate, 16IM ; also a btass lo " that 
religions gentleman, Edward Este, ooter barrieter of tbe Iiuer 
Temple, London, who peaceably and cheerfully exchanged this 
mortal Ufe for inunortaUty uid glory with hl« Redeemer, 
whco he was but the age of twenly-eeren years ;" and lastly, 
a memorial to another of the eune family, who, though 
blind, WIS sud to have attuned a perfeet knowledge of the 
Soriptniea, by heart, from beginning to emd 1 The Este 
fomily who lie here were deeccoded from Este of Kemlworth, 
gMitlonan of the bedchamber to Kings Hemy T and VI. Job 
UaratiRi, of Hall Qreen (1701), a great benebdor, has Uke- 
wise a monmnent here. Dying a bachelor, he was enabled 
to present two aUver Bagons for the nee of the ncrement, 
£1,000 tot ereetiDg and £1,200 for endowing a ohapel of 
ease at Hall Green, and also £400 to buy lands, the rents 
of which w(a« to be applied to oharitable purposes. Isabel 
Wheeler (1S97) lilrawise kA foods for patting poor children 
apprentice, the muntenance of a schoolmaster, repuring the 
chnrcfa and the vella and the fonces of the yard, building 
and oeeting bridges in the common loads and kee[ung them 
in repur, and for keeping the other bridges in repair that 
belot^ to the parish. Hr. Lewis, in 1829, left £1,600, the 
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diridends irf whid were to be spent in food and dotlung 
for the poor. Ibny other noble benebctkniB have been 
left, and thn* It wUI be seen tiiat Yaraiey !■ one of the 
moBt fortunate parishee in the oonnt; in tia» respect. 
From a recent coiliaion betweco the charity tnmteea of 
Yazdley and the oooaty DUtgiEtiBtee, wliieh it iraa at Sxtt 
feared would aaaame aa troublesome a daife t» the UptfflU 
bridge qaeetion, oving to tbs ehnidi and bridges having 
equal daimi on a certain fiind, it appeare, from the clerk 
cf the potee's Meeaicbee, that " tlie great charities " of 
Yardle; coouot of a yearlj inoome of £37, applied imdar 
q>edal beqnest to apprenticing poor diildren; of an income 
of £60 a year, di»tribaled among the poor of &s pariA 
in small nmus called "doles;" and of a jeAily income of £660, 
beqaeatbed to be ^>plied in p^ing BchoolmaMen, repairing 
the ehnrch, bmlding and repairing bridgei, and, finally, in 
reUering the poor. In the year 1733 the aggregate income 
of those beqncats was £16i; in 1333 it amoooted to £530; 
and now it amonots to £747 a ye«r. It appears, too, from 
coonseb' opinion, that the tmstees are liable to repair and 
reboild *■ Titterfnrd Bridge," but not liable in tbs matter of 
" Greets Bridge," or " Stioliford Bridg*^" whidi hare been 
adjudged (o belong to the comity. The large smns above- 
mentioned are dispensed by two bodies of trustees, the Great 
Tmst and the Marston's Trust. A tree achool is supported 
l}y the former ; the old aohool-honee adjoining the churchyard) 
being a half-timbered building, with projecting gables ; it also 
IB used *e a post office, Mr. Chell bmng at once the master 
of the post and of the boys. Ano^w school is maintuned 
at Hall Green, and there is a Snnday Hchoal for boys and 
girls, avenging an attendance of 1>etween fifty and uxty 
■ebobn, alio national and other schools in the parish. There 
are ahapels of ease at Hall Green and Yardley Wood, the 
latter raeeted and endowed by the Taylor fiunily in 1641, and 
an Independent chapel at Stockfield. '' 
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^8^H0nLD tfae reader erer End hU waj, in boat m 
8^|B steamer, op the Severn eonie ten or elevea nules 
^8^ afaoTe Worocoter, his eye will be attracted bj a 
mat* of T«d Hudatoiie nek fbrnung a perpendjenlar bank 
oo the weMem vde of the river, and pciriia{« a group of 
half-cdothed womeo and diildren near mne wretched holes 
in the rock whidt form thrar babitatiooi. Thii is one of 
the anoieot and veritable hermilagea with which Worcester- 
dure abounds ; and misenble ae it appears to be, was, in 
tfae Uognage of an old writer, "a pUee of great resort for 
devotees of high quality in Papal timea." It had a ch^>el 
with an sltar in it, over which was pointed an aiehlHBhop 
saying mass, tietcire ail the instmrnenlB of onr Savionr'a 
paoaion, and diove that oertain tines deebring some indol- 
genees to sn«h as freqa«atad this pttwe whh devotion. H 
appean that bemiita woe buried here, although the stone 
is hard, ssvsn or ei(^ bodies having been fonnd about 
flw year 1786. Habingdoa says, "I heard from a genUamwi 
bMn in this parish, who nnmberiog many yean, long sinoe 
de*d, that many who traffielcad im the river gave, as they 
passed bj in their bMgea, somewhat of their oomTDodities 
to charity at this hOTmitage ; and to show how mach great 
men have valued this place, there appear in the very 
front of the hermitage the arms of England, betweeo 
those of Beanchamp, Earl of Warwick, with his cnsses 
doalet OQ the right hand, and those of Mortimer with an 
sscuUdieMi erndue, quartered, as fitr as 1 can gnces, with 
m enm on the Isft ; bat these mrainmenta of honour ore 
here so worn as tbey are instantly perishing." Nash 
obserree — "This harmitage was andeotly Uie inheritance 
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of Sii T. Bromley, and, with two acres direetl; over tf)e 
edl, were let to ft poor tenant. It was Bold hj the Ute 
Lord Ucmtfoit, and now U turned into Mt ale-houe." To 
come to more reoent times, the hermitage has becm chieflj 
coaTertod into dwellings, by Iha help of some bridcwork 
and a little glamng. There are or hare been six of these 
Abodes — four now producing rent-— where the inlubitantii 
are hemmed in bf the floods in winter and moistened by 
the water oozing from the udee of the rock in aummer. 
The principal porta of a reli^oua edifioe may still be 
traced in the ezcaTatJona. The entrance is thraagh the 
choral, to the left of which is a, pawage on a consideraUe 
inelioe, partly arched over, with <q>enings at the dde, 
which hare onos been joined archse, pardy as a gallery 
along the taoa rf the nek. This passage seems to have 
led to the dormitoriea, which woold be on a level with the 
Toof of the di^el, and above floodmark. This is the 
part that has been formed into houses. To the right is 
the refectoiy (also above floodmarb). It ia now quite 
disoonnecled frwn the chapel and other parts, bat as 
many of the openings hare been filled np, and there are 
■uoh in both these places, it probably was at some time 
oonneeted with the ch^eL The roof presents a rude 
appearance of gnuning, and there is an ancdent fire-plaee 
IMUtly filled np with brickwork. What ia called tile 
chapel WM probably only the entrance to it, as the water 
freqaently risee nearly to the roof of it in the winter 
Beaaon. Over the doorway is an opening which is routed 
by some steps in the iowde, and from which, according to 
tcadiUin, one of the monks would address the people and 
pray for the safety of paaseogera crossing the feiry.* There 
are here more traces of ornamental carving, the arch more 
perfect with indications of mouldings, and an Early EngSah 
biscket. One of the cottages (a fifth) is a mere hole in 
the look — a wretcbed abode witbont door or window — 
* IMHom Mrrj, irlun Artla; Jiriiu to Aidai. 
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where two women peruat in living, hftTing been ejeoted, on 
application to jnMicea, trom the adjoinuig cotfaige (tbe sixth) 
by (be ptopiielor, who nailed up the doorway, >v>n«i<1ai™g 
It unfit for a human dwelling. 

An old inhabitant of AMley inlbnna me that abont twenty 
or thirty years ago a school was kept by a man named 
Langfbrd, in a part of the loob, a little to the right of the 
dweUings I A most effeetnal scheme, no doubt, to get lid of 
the children altogether, fbr if they eec^ied the accident 
of. tumbling into the Serem, the chanoee were that the 
damp rook would, at lome tinte or other, t>e the death of 
them. ThCTs are (wo oottagos entirely detached froia the 
rock, at preeeut onoccnpied and in a state of dilapidation. 
The henmts of old jirotete^i to exerdae great aelf-denial, 
and no doubt, acoonUng to our preeent notioas of oomibrt, 
a permadent reaidenoe in a place like this beimitage was 
a tolerable proof of it ; yet it mnat be recollected that 
domestic oomfdrts and refmements were then unknown, and 
the trandtiaD from a ccHnmon mediieval dwelling to this 
miserable lock was not bo great as it would now be from 
th« paiknr of a meohaiiio, of evm the hnt of ^e labonnr. 
There ia a tradition that a ■nbtenaneous paaw^^ once led 
from the h^^tage to the prioty, near the site of the 
preeent ohorcb ; and it is staled that a passage of ood- 
ddentUe length from the river may still be traoed ; but I 
have been unable to gain anythiog more than hearsay cridenee 
in reference thereto. 

lilaay other points of interest ptMent themselvae at this 
partiealar spot, y/bitii most not be passed over by an anti- 
qnary. Hera i» the old Bedstone fbrry, whidi no doubt 
belonged to the hermitage from very early times. A 
geatlranan, to whom I am much indebted for valuable iDtot- 
mation, aays — "The old Bedstone ford is described by Mr. 
Pbiltp JackBOn, of the Church Farm, now ninety-one years 
old, to have been often dry in his boyhood. He has frequently 
seen waggons pass over. Before Stourport bridge was built. 
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the old TDkd from B««rdley at Bibbeafbrd, ani that frinn 
Gcettt Witl^, met at Dimlejr, in Arete; Kings, and taaa 
thenoe in a stnigbt line, dividiDg the pariBhee of AMIef lud 
Arelef, to Redstone ferry. There is no doubt this wis the 
onginal road from North Wales to Lradon, and the toaila 
were oonvejed Bcrow this feiry through Hartlebor]' so 
lately as the boilding of tlie Stourport bridge. The Drigiusl act 
Sir this bridge (IS Geo. Ill, 1773) provides ibr 'making good 
and proper avenaea and roods to and from diis bridge, and 
for making satiafaction to the praprieton of a terrj bctosb 
the aaid river at RedstoDO.' It is at Astlsy Cross that the 
road to Woroester from Bewdley is suppueed fbrmerif to 
have left the line (o the ferr;. Tbere is now ■ aborter cat. 
There is tw doubt this was a road in nse before tJie building 
of auj bridge at Bewdley ; and it is well known that the 
body of Prince Arthur, who died M Ludlow, after lying hi 
state at Bewdley, was brought along this road, tiirotigh 
Astiey, for burial in Wi»ceeter CalhedraL" Another 
oblig^g Mcrespondent observes — "The old Welch road 
appeals to have led direct from the Hundred House throu^ 
the parish of Dimley, by Astley CniSB and Areley Common, 
down Hedstone lane, Ijy Mr. Daniel Zochary's farm-honse ; 
and it can be traced along the orchard to the river nde. 
It divides Uie parishes of Astley and Areley Kings. Red- 
stone Lane was purchased by Mr. Ednord Cnne, of Seed 
Green, and has ^ce oome into the possession of Colonel 
Wright Croasing the 6>rd, which was a little above the 
hermitage, the road continues on to Hartlebuiy Common 
(this road still eiisla), and there joins the Worcegtra road. 
The ferry waa about one himdred yards lower down the 
river, immediately in front at the hermitage. Hare was 
erected a quay or wharf for lauding goods, and among them 
can be rEmranbered pigs of iron which were supplied to the 
firm of Dnntop and Co., who kept a fbige at Little SheUey. 
Many of the stones, fonning this qnay, were dug up about 
fifteen or uxteen years ago. The spot is now covered with 
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«M!tli u>d planted. The (oU-boDM, used at the time, u itiU 
in bwng) uid •tanda betreeii the ford and wh«re ths f^iy 
ma kept 1 have gleaned this infMination &am an int«Ui- 
gent old man vha haa wwlied k tbs immediate locally the 
irhols of hia lifa-tima. He infbnna me that a friend of hit 
oonld ranember irheo Stonrport oonaiated of only one 
boOM, and that the Angel's Ion, fbrmeHy oJled the 
Tizgin'a Inn." 

Pawing &om the fenj and the hermitage towards the dinrch, 
at the eotnuice to the bnrial-gioand another object of obvioDB 
antiquity preaonts itMlt— " the prior's well." It i» ntoate low 
down, beuottb an aiobed reoew ; and being the only remaining 
relic of the an<»nt prioij fomided here by Ralph de Todeni, 
cannot be looked on but with intereBt. En pauatil, it may 
be r^narfced that the land hereabout proves the pmiarbiol 
aagaci^ of the " monki of old " in Gxiog their homes onud 
good pastange. 

AlUey church waa ratored and enlarged, the old norUi usle 
taken down, and the present one erected in Its place, in the 
year 1838. The chorch now oontuna 110 sittings ; the enlarge- 
ment omuioDiiig ninety.^ght of them to be &ee, in oouBequence 
of grants from the London and Diooesaa Chorob Bnilding 
Soeietiee. Tbs whole expense of the restoration and enlarge- 
ment was £1,200, one-half of whldi waa girea by the then 
rector, the Rev. W. H, Havergal, and the not by the parish, 
except the sod*^ grants of £50 and ;£60 and a liberal donation 
titan tbe patroneaa. Mis. Cookes. Mr. Eginton wbh the arobi- 
ted. The tower i« in tbe style of the fifteenth cental^, and, 
with tbe exoepUrai of the elegant west window, and doorway, 
remained unaltered. There is a peal of six bella, and an 
exoellait oh>ck given by the late rector, the Rer. W. H. 
HavergaL Tbe south front of the church is Eariy Norman, 
and eihibits some points whioh are peculiar and not unworthy 
of notice. It has a corbel table, with carved animal and human 
head^ of a grotesque <^utmct«r, some of which are conpted 
together. The semi-eircular-headed doorway has the chevron 
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OQ the junba m well aB the aroh. The aoatii inU of Uki 
cbkncel is equ&lly intereetiDg, uid Mmie architecita have thonght 
that it might be clasaed among the earliest epecimeiu of 
Nonnoii if not of Siuon ardutecture.* The wall exhibits s 
blocked-np arch, aapported by Ihin nanaw bn tti ' onsc a, or 
piluter strips, which are among the ligbtest and must singular 
BpedmeoB of the lund eitant. The east end of the chancel 
is new, but well designed in keeping with the preruiing atfle. 
The exterior of the new north aisle (which ia divided Erom the 
nave by three semi-circulu uchee, mpported b; dreolar 
pillBTB, having a stifT moulding on thor c^iitala] ia extremely 
good, espedallj at die weat end, where an elegant wheel 
window exhilntB some originality on the part of the architect, for 
althoDgh apecimena of its luod ore laie, it ia nevertheleea per- 
fectly conaonant with and embodies the apirit of the Norman 
atjle. The eflbct on entering the chnrch is good. Thnmgh a 
large aad msasLve Bemi-circnlar chancel azch (whioh ia of two 
orders, enriched with the billet-motdding), the dim, rehgious 
light admitted by ^e stoned east window is both eolemn and 
pleaung, and it may be added that the other windows are 
embellished by neat bat not gaady dedgns. Separated bina 
the chancel by a pointed arch is a ude aisle or Xisdye Chapct, 
of the fifteenth centni?. The l^proach to the rood loft, of 
peculiar constrnction, may be aeen in the north pier. The 
roob of the chancel and north aisle are open, and aapported 
by corbel heada. There are gallecie« on the north and wert, 
and two or three clerestory lights to the nave. The seals ue 
open, and remnants of the rood-screen are worked into those 
at the chancel end. A atone lectern and a remarkable font 
form part of the churt^ fdmiture. The latter has been 
aaaigned to the I«ts Norman or Eariy English period, Plough 
I tiiink it ia of hkter date. The ahaft and pedestal are both 
Decagonal, and the basin is polygonal, divided into lobed or 
bnlbons departments, with a peculiar ogee outline- 

The oldest monumrats in Aitley ohorch are thoee of the 
* ^nieze wu a Baxga ebDTGb ban itbcn I>ocHiuda7 wu wiittea. 
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Bkninia — » br&nch of the Mawley fiunily. The BlountB inter- 
mairied with the Wmtatia, the Wtofbrds with the Cookeg, to 
)diieh Utter famil]' the ■dTomoii and principal portion of the 
puiita at preMnt belong. Two Blt&r-tombB, with recumbent 
figures, bU gorgeoosl]' painted, are situate north of the chanceL 
They were restored a few j'ears ago by Edward Bloant, of 
Hamble. One of them is to Walter Bbnnt and bis wife 
Isabel (1561 and 1662). He ie armed, except his hehnet, 
^ich is under his head, hia gauntlets hj his side, and a 
three-fold chain about hia neck. Id Iiis iiand a book open, 
with the words — " Miserere mei, Deni, eecnndam magoam 
nuaerioordiam toam, et seenndnni molcitudinem miaeratiooem 
toanun." At bis feet is a lion. His wife ia dreaeed in the 
fiwhton of the time. In nicIieB around the tomb are soTen 
ohildrea. The other tomb is to Robert Blount and Ann his 
wife. He is armed, eiccept his head, which is supported 
h; bis hdmel; his hands are nncovered, and the gauatlata 
lie by him. At his feet is a hound with a eollar. The ladjr 
liolds a tM>ob in her hands, and in It the words — " O Lord, 
coDuder our desire." The ioscripttan about the tomb ia — 
" Here lieth the body of Robert Blonnt, Esq., who deceased 
Hay 24, 15T3, and Ann his wife, being as yet living, decree 
God to continue her life." On the right of the tomb are 
wliite and red roses, and on the left Acton's arms, between 
the figure* of Thomas and Walter Blount. The Bgure of 
Eliiabeth is at the bod, and of Margaret at the fooL At 
the east end of the monoiaeDt are ^e words — 



There are here also monuments with kog Latin inscriptions 
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setUag forth the virtues of Bereral of tbe Wtnford Euniljt. 
Ann Bowater, u apparently exCnLordinary wumaii, trha died 
id 1687, the vifa of the rector, ia thus described: 



Slunuel Bowater, who naa probably the husband of the laat- 
irnmed, died iu 1695, and the rallowing qnuut lines, so charM- 
teriitic of the period, are to hia memorj : 

" SobI vllhMl gaOa, Hsavn lut. 



I noticed a Giiiall stone on the chancel pavement to 3oha 
Ewer, formerly Bishop of Baoj^or, who died towards the close 
of tbe last centory. The names of Cookes, Sheldon, Freeman, 
James, &.c^ are also scattered abont here. I am informed 
there is a blunder in Nash's " Worceslenhire " in (he 
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pedigree of the Winfords, of Astley — " Tbomaa Winfbrd, But^ 
Frotboiiotary, died s. p. 1702," being pat down tTuke over. 
The facta are theae : Sir John Winford, Knight, of Astle;, 
married MaFy, only daughter and heiresa of Sir William 
Cookea, of Norgrove. The offspring of this mamaga were 
three sona, all dying withoat issue — let., ThomaH CoDkes 
Wiofiffd, of GlaaahamptoQ, Bart.; 2nd., John; Srd., Han;; 
BO that no iseue remained of either Winford or Cooked, aod 
both baronetciee became extiaot. The Aatlej property then 
passed by gift from the Winfords to Thomas, bod of Timothy 
Geera, vha took the name of Winford (Henry GeerB, M.A., 
^ipeara bh incambent of Aatley m 1760). Thn l^oima Qeera, 
or Thomas Winford, left tiro daughters, the anrriTOF ot whom 
(neither having children) left the whole of this Agtlej pro- 
perty to the Rer. J. D. Coohee, then Bimply curate of Aatley, 
the old lady liring at Olauhamplon, and not in any way 
related to hinu Sir Thomas Cookes, of Norgrove, having no 
issne, left hia estates at Bentley, ftc, to his tiiree nephews 
in snceeauon — Winfbrds, of Astiey; and in default of issue 
of theirs, then to his " kinsman, John Cookes, of London, linen 
draper," throngh whom tiiat property came to Bev. J. D. 
Cookes and his eldest son, T. H. Coohea, (brmerly member 
for Bast Worceetenbire, and has passed by porobase to the 
Hemmings. 

The church is a peculiar, and was appropriated to the abbot 
and convent of Sc Tauriaus in ISIS. It is dedioated to St. 
Peter, and is situate on a remarkably pleasant hill, from whence 
the views are singularly beauWul. On the vnet ore the 
Abberley Hills, itretcbing from north to aootb, covered irom 
base to summit with hanging woods of oak ; to the south 
lies Woodbury Hill, its highest point capped with a picturesque 
clump of firs ; bekiw, in tiie fbregroond, is Glaaahampton, with 
its deep, well-wooded dingles, rich nndalating gronnds covered 
with wood and pasture, ila park-like glades and clear pebbly 
brook. To the sonth of the church, across the road, lies ^le 
"Church-bank," whereon, tradition aays, the monks of Astley 
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priarj' vere wont to cnl^TBte the vine. Tnces ate still viuble 

of temcee, wfaereon prDbabl; the naee were piMiled." 

The following iDseripUoii (which I bare met with rioewhere) 
it on a tlone in the chnmfaytrd : 

"ThU woM-M t atj Ml of aoait i±nett,. 
And dnth ^ Ruutdt-plua when Hch nuu auet*! 
IF MfA wu merelundlE* y* mu eould bu^i 
TlH rich would felvftji llvft— ^ poor matt dto." 

In tlie parish register is s menionuidnni by a fimneF rector, 
declaring that & then parishioner had striTsn to appropriate 
the whok of the reclor'i ehatunl aa hia bmily borial-plac^ 
and that the rector, while disallowing his absurd cl^m, bad 
■o bx acceded to his wishes aa to permit his own interment 

At the time when the chnich was restored, some nuall bit* 
of old punted gUaa were found, aome oT the lettan on which 
composed the name of a former Bishop <tf ETcreni, with 
whoee monaatery Aeitley priory was formerly ccnmected. A 
stiU more ancient relie was fbond, in the year 1813, at Lincomb, 
in this pariah, being a Britisb celt, of the eaiiieet form, eaat in 
bronze. It wdghed nearly a ponnd and a qoarter ; it bong six 
and a quarter incbea long, three incbes broad at one end, 
and one inch at the other. Upon it waa a highly poUahed 
patina. On making a cutting for the look, far the im[noTe- 
ment of the Serem naTigation, the celt was fonnd in the 
cleft of a rock twenty-one feet six inches below the altnvinm, 
and about forty-ftra yards from the bank of the ri«er. 

* Then ue a great many flelde and cLbfir pl&ces In WijmEtergbire 
beirlDg the nunei a{ "TheViiKB." "The Tineyird," &c, and II hu 



Bede and man; olbn biitorlaoi, Ibal vinei were gmwn in 
probably thelt cultlvallon <vaa only negleci«i "hen the ioli: 
Ibe; could purcbsM bsller deTouTed irtnes at a low pr!M b 
•mploT theli laodi to mon adiBnlsge by nl^og gnla. 
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In th« &t of oharitiea recorded for thia puidi kre the 
Mowing: The Hsv. W. H. H&Tergal gave to the Society 
for Piomoting ChriitiBn Knowledge £161. 17b., on eon- 
dition (h«t IriUeB, pnyer-boaks, or homiliw, (□ the Bmonnt 
of the int^Tcst of th>t smn, be luinmlly sent to the ministeT 
mod dmichwardens of this parish, for dntribntian on the 
■econd Snndky in AdfenC, unoag the rendent poor. A. 
polpit olotb and enahioD, of crimson velvet, were given in 
the year 16B4 by Dame Elizabeth Winford, widow. Mr. 
W. Green, » R^yeetable farmer, of Pod Honae, left £200 
to angment the aalaiy of die sehoofanaster of the radowed 
•dnol in this pariah, and a emaller sum, the intereat of 
whidi to be given to ten poor bmilin on the 24:th of 
November. Them an other amaller beqaeats by vaiiooa 
praaona. The free •ehDal above referred to was founded 
by Hra, Heroy Pope, who, by her will, dated June 19, 
1717, left out ef her Astky estate an annoity of £30 
"towaids the beeping and nuuntaining of a free aebocd 
within the pariah of Aatley, for tite ednoatian and tuition 
of poor ohildren." The nambo' of diildren (boya and giria) 
at preamt on the hooka ia fifty ; average attendance, from 
fiiirty-6re to fbr^. The aebool ia aitnate about half way 
between Slonrpoi and Witley Conrt. The funds being low, 
Om master (a very intelligent and efficient man) is thrown 
eonaiderably on his own reeonrcea — a state of thinga not at 
all favourable to the devetopment of the c^ahilitiea of a 
troe Bchoel. In the Sunday school are about one hundred 
and ten ohildren, of both aexea. 

The people hereabont are not genially aaperatitiona, but 
some thirty yean ago there lived at Bull Hill an old 
woman named Haney Weaver, genenlly believed to be a 
witch. She ia said to have had the power of stopping the 
teams as they passed her booae ; and several of the 
thrmera' wivea always endeavoured to secure her attend- 
ance at the important praceSB of baking bread, aa abe was 
believed to have had the power of preventing the jeaat 
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titiiii doing its duty (a bet). Man; BtraDg« tilings an 
related of her. She liTed in a cottage (now palled dowa) 
mar the lodge of T. Simoox Lea, Esq., and, by the «ainmoo 
people, WW looked open aa an nndonbted aibyi. 

Astley is a rector?, in the gift of tba Cookea' family ; nine, 
about £GSD. Incnmbent, ReT. H. W. Cookes. Clerii, Lancelot 
Rmuley. Population, nearly 900. The piinripal hooBee in 
the pariah are — Woodhampton Honse, the temt pf Mrs. 
Cookee ; Aitley Hall, of T. Simoox Lea, Eaq. ; Pool Houae, 
now occupied by F. B. Grant, Esq. ; Oakhampton, by H. Crane, 
Eeq. In thig parisli ai« placee bearing the following ancient 
munes : Qreat and Little Sitch Meadow, Roaud Hill, Pcsil 
CosB, Far Bowbeiry, Cooeygreen, Hell Hole, The Yield, The 
Bur^ part of Upper Woolatona, Deep Den, and Lincomb. 

Aatley diepnteg with Areley the bonoar of having giTeo 
hinb to the famouB old historian Lasunon, or I^amon (see 
Tol. 2 of the " Bambler," article " Areley"). Another do len 
celebrated personage (Andrew Yatnnlon) — an aduiinble 
CricbtOD in hia way — was bom here in 1616. He was 
originally a linen draper, than a soldier, and next Mitered 
into the iron trade. He anrreyed many riven, and made 
two of them navigable, inclnding the Stonr from Kidder- 
mioaler to Stourbridge, whicb project then fell short for 
want of money ; he published some worba on agriculture, 
in whicb he took to himaelf the credit of doubling the value 
of the land in WoFcesterahire and bur adjoining parishea ; 
also works on politiw, showing " how to make Ireland as 
usefiil to us as Norway U to Denmark ; " how " to employ 
six thousand young lawyers and three thousud priests for 
the good of the public and maakiiid, which now have neitber 
practice nor care of souls." He was sent on the continent, 
at the expense of several gentlemen, to improve the Engliah 
maou&cturee, and, in addition to the above-mentioned works, 
was the autitor of " England'a improvement by aea and 
land — To ontdo the Dnteh withont flghting — To pay debts 
witiiout money — To set tbe poor at work with the growth 
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t{ tmt bnd — With As benefit of a voluntary regutec- — 
To prerent iiiiiii nwmj Uw-snita — Directioaa wbers sliop- 
boiMiog timber nmy be had — Bulaa to prevent firea in 
Londan, Ac — With directioiiB how the seienl compuuM 
ot handicrariiuueD in London m^ alwayi have cheap braad 
and drink, &o." 



Jfiamklt mi a^iiqtiiit. 

%^8lgB0UT midway between Bewdlej and Tenbnry ■tanda 
B 9[ JS the villa^ of Hamble, to which that of Baylon ia 
^81^ ecekuuticslly allied. Cbarle* II empawered the 
Bishop of Herefbid to unite the choFehea, appointing Mamble 
to be the presoitatit'e and paiochiaJ chimh. Bayton ia bounded 
on the TKHtb and we«t by a pordon of Shropehire, from which 
it ia partly divided by the river Rea. Coal is obtained here 
to lome extent, and a railway paaeea firom the collieries to 
(he Leominster Canal, iriuch i^piMebea within half-a-mile of 
the paii^ The vioanige ia in the patrooaga of the erown, 
Sir Edward Blonnt beiDj; the impropriator ; diocese, Hereford. 
The great tithes have been oonunnted for £235 ; the vicarial 
for £180. Hamble ohnroh is a plwD edifice, conaiating of 
nare and ohaocela. It haa two private chancels, one on the 
Bonth-west, belonging to the Shakeahnist eatate, and the other 
on the ncffth-eaat, bdonpng to the Blonnt ^milj. At the 
west eod ia * wooden spire, riaing from a atone base, and 
there are three bdb. In the chancel is a racnmbent atone 
effigy of me " Ralph of Mamble," repreaented in a full suit 
of chain armour, and anrsaat over it, with helmet and sword ; 
tiie legs are croased, and at the feet is a dog or lion. Thia 
knight ia snppoeed to have been a Mortimer. There is » 
brass, on the chancel floor, of a man armed, except his head 
and hands ; nnder Ma head a hehnet, on which was a crown 
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from vbenoe isEDed two html* of a goat ; at hia feet m Sua ; 
on fail left ude hu vife ; and bek>w them were fiwir eldeat 
•on, Mmed, and Dine MDa and niiM daDghtmet Thig 
belraiged to one of tbe Blomits [Itmp. Hetur VII), and 
had at Uia comen the four ETangelistB ; bat the gniapa 
of ehildi«i, the inscription, &e., aN no* lost The Bloant 
chapel ccntaioB seveial monnnKota to membera of that 
bmil}, with ineeriptiona aa long as their pedigree*. The 
Bloanta, atiai Bkmd, Blond, or Le Bkmdi, ao named from 
the Urneaa of their oompleuon, eame from Nonoudf, 
Among the monmnenta ia a carred r^reaentatioD of a 
ekeletoQ, atcetched tm a nut ; being intended fi>r Thomaa 
Blount {Ump, Elizabeth). In tbe ohuroh are likewise monn- 
meats to the ancient Gunilf of IS^aeij of Shateahimt, 
lira. Heyeej Wiglej, Bar. B. Watkina, rsetor of Rock, and 
Lientenant-Colonel Gceawolde, erected by the oiGeen of 
the Enniakillen Dragoana, of iriiieh ha had the command. 

Baytoa chnrdi ia alao a very p1^ •tmctnre, having 
neither tranaepta nor aide aiaka. The tower was built in 
1819, at tbe expense of the late Edmund linyej Vfigtej, 
Esq., bnt ia loo maarive fiir the reat of the building. The 
church waa M the aame time repaired and aome additional 
room obtained by increaaing the length of the nave ; there 
are now two hundred and &ftj uttinga. Before the jaar 
J819 the church had a spire of wood like that of Uamble, 
and the entrance porch waa where there atill lemajna a Sue 
old aemi-oircnlar-beided doorway, the tympanum of whiafa 
contuna a dsKneatioo, probably, of some ciroamatanoe in 
t^ life of St. Bartholomew, to whom the edifice ia dedicatod. 
The font i* alao ascribed to a tot early period, Imng of 
the ptaineat deaign and large (moD^ fhr total immeinon. 
This and the old doorway are the only vestiKee of (he 
original building which remain uninjnred. A gallery at the 
ureet and ewtuna a hand-organ, and there are three bella 
in the lower. 

There ia a good school in which the children of both 
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Hamble and B&fton, to the Dumber of more tbm one hundred 
[or (Hie-eighth of the popnUtion) aro under iiutrDctioD. There 
mrs mbont Artj Romui CUbolioa at HMnble, and Mreral of 
their ehUdren atteod the ProlaMant school. The master 
and mutreai are paid b; safau; of Mn. Wioksted, of Sbakeo- 
hnrBt, and the rkar, aaiiated by pence from the childreD. 
No charitable braebctioDS exist at HamUe, but at Ba;too 
the late Ur. Stokes and Mr. Cook left £100 each, the 
faiteMst of which is laid out in biead liir the poor, deducting 
ten shiUings tor the viear to deliver a spedal sennon to the 
poor who attoid on St. Thomaa's Daj and Epiphany, 
aODording to the reapectiTe wills of the donors. 

The Rot. Darid Daviea, U.A., is the Ticar, and Rer. C. C. 
Wbartrai, B.A., cunte. Clerk of Uamble, James Preece; 
of BaTton, Edward Mjtton. The popnlatim of Hamble was — 
in 1841,377; in 1851,381; of BajHrai.in 1841,468; in IBS I, 
443. In the former jear Mamble contained more than Ihnt 
fimaln to tner^ tuo malei! Bnt since then some ver^ rigorous 
and effective meaanres for drafting off the superahnndanoe of 
fooale ctock-i»i-hand teem to have been taken, there being 
fa) 18S1 an eitceaa of onl^ twenty-Eve. The lot^eri^ in this 
district is extnuirdinaiy. Betty Palmer, who was bom M 
Bock («eeToL3,p. ISA), died in 1782, aged 113, having been 
at Hawle; the d^ bdbrs, aceordiDg to the aecoant of Sir 
Walter Blomil She had one water and three brothem. 
BiditrtI lived to be above one hundred, and tbdr fiither and 
mother to 103 and 103. At Mawley wai a piotnre of Jane 
Cortin, daughter of Thomas Scrinuhaw, wool-stapter, who was 
bom in London in 1584, and waa living in 171D, being therefore 
at the somewhat mature age of I2G. I have made inquiry, 
bat cannot aaoertain when she died. Mr. E. B. Whitoombe, 
the regis tr ar fbr the Cleobnrjr Hortimer district, inCmnB 
me that a man, wboae name be did not know, died in the 
jiarish ti Ccmley in 1849, who wm aged 107 yean and seroi 
month* ; it ■■ not aaoertained whcze ho was bom. In April, 
ISIO, died Mrs. Perkins, near Teuhnry, who had attained 
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within on* moBth of lOS jmm. Benjunin Morrii, of Higlej, 
told tbe regiMrar thftt ha GUberdied M 101. Aim Edwards, 
at Ctowitop, Baytoa, wm in 1B37 Mid to be nine^-thrae, and 
face hrabaod Kved to he above nin^. She waa a aemot of 
Ur. Whiteombe'h graDdbther, who died in 1763, and waa 
married tram his hooso. A woman named Wiglejr died at 
Wyre CMnmon, Neeo Savage, a few years ago, at a vnrj 
advanced age ; and Ann Hartley was liTit^ at Bayton in 
18S4, who had attained to gre&t longevity. Mr. H^p, of 
Shehley, brothei- to tbe late dei^ of Hamble, ia atill a living 
specimen of a nonogenanan, being now (Angoat, 1863) in 
hia ninety-eecond year ; and his wife abo attained a great 
age. Tbe fblloiring deaths took place in 1851 : Mary Oliver, 
Greenway, Roeli, aged nine^ ; Elizabetb PMiny, Lay Fields, 
Hllsim, mnaly-six ; Mary Taylor, Geohniy, ninety ; Ann S^oe, 
Heightinglon, Rock, ninety; Thomaa Davies, Rock, nine^; 
and in ISSB, Thomaa Uutin, Cleabory, ninety. Tbe three 
last bnri^ at Mamble in the present year (16£S) were — 
Mary Brooms, eighty-flve ; Mary Judge, eighty-three ; and 
John BastaU, righOr-three. 

Sodington, in tbe parisb of Hamble, belonged to tbe Blmmla, 
partly by deaorait and partly by poiiihaM. Tbe bonsa (Uie 
ancient seat of tbat fiunily) is sud to have been damaged 
daring tbe C^vil Wan, and bnmt by Cromwell's fianes, 
because tbe Blounts refnsed to make them arms at the 
fbrga ; it was moated, and bad fbor diawbridgea. What 
mmunsd of the nuumon waa taken down in 1807, wbai, 
on digging up the Ibnndaljons, an anoient pavement waa 
discovered ; also some ehy tabee, probably part of an aqnednct, 
leading in tbe lUrection of a spring at some distance ; and 
in a Add near, at the depth of about two feet, a brick-kiln, 
with about ten tboosand bricks, the greater part of idiich were 
well bnmt, and the remainder only half ready. From tiieM 
and variona other appearance* it has been oonjeotaisd that 
Sodmgton was a Roman fi>rt. Mr. and Mrs. Hall and bmily 
DOW reaide here, the present hoose stsnding on the site of 
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the old keep. Sir Edward Blouafs Mat is at Mawi^ Hall, 
Dear Cleoburj'. Sbakenhurat, Cbe handsoaie regidenee of 
Charlea Wickated, Esq., ia utnale in the pariah of Bajton, 
on tbe margin of the coonty. 

It is on record that in the year 1 344 an exchange of livingi 
was made between JohQCurdwale,Tiearof MBllible,aiidThDniaB 
Aleyn, rector of St. Clement's, Woreeeter. It seems that the 
reason why the former wished to exchange was in eooBeqimiee 
ot " the hatreds and quarrels that raged about Mamble, by 
reSHin of which he was afraid to live there." Aleyn wished 
to exchange "becaaae the cormpt air of the dty did not 
agree with his coostitution, and becaose bis neighbours of 
Wych (DroUwicb) made him such frequent visits, and puk 
Um to snch expense in eating and drinking, that he could 
not afford to live there." No doubt, in ordinary times, " the 
ur of the ei^ " did not exactly agree with the eonstitutioiiB 
of any of the inhabitants ef Worcester, when dung-hills, pigs, 
aaw-pits, and all kinds of filth, were regularly kept in the 
streets ; bnt when it is recollected that the time when the 
above exchange «as made was jost after tbe occurrence of 
a destructive pli^e at Worcester, it is not a cause of wonder 
that Mr. Aleyn should prefer the proverbially salabrious air 
of the neighbourhood of Mamble, and rather choose lo 
encounter the open violence and quarrelsome propensities of 
its inhabitants than the more inwdions and fatal attacks of 
disease or the freqooit onslaughts upon his Worcester larder 
b; the ravenons men of " Wich." 
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'^SStSfOV hare to psf a hBlfpean; toll on passiag a bridge 
UrG K "'^ ^^ Teme leading to tbii cborch ; but the man 
^sS^ at the gate, as though ashamed of the exaction, lets 
jon through without charge on returning. Not niDch interest 
att&chea to the ehuroll, wliidl is small, and chiefl)' of recent 
renoTatira, except those portions which belonged to its Norman 
^redacessOT. South of tfae nave is a doorway of tliat character, 
with arcade work above it extemaily, and in the same wail are 
two mdely carred IwB-relieros representing apparently the two 
sigDB of the zodiac, Leo and Sa^ttaiius, and oo the wall of 
the cbancd arch, facing the nave, are two wmilar earrings — 
the one of the lamb and croea; and the other, two lions' 
bodies united in one bead. The church is supposed to have 
belonged tormerlj to tbe Knights Templars, and hence these 
devices on the walls; but I am not aware in what way the 
subjects of the carvings apply to tbe Templars, except that 
tbe lamb and aross was the standard chosen by tiiat knightly 
body; but it was likewise tbe symbol of the redemption. 
On the east side of the chancel aich is a painting <^ the 
Crucifixion. There is no east window. The old wooden tower 
was tahm down in 1830, and ^e present brick one, with 
stone copui^, eceetect. It CMitaios four belb, which are about 
two centuries old. At the same time the church was repaired, 
repewed, and a new gtllei7 erected, the outlay b«ng J630 ; 
and in ISfil two new windows wen placed m the body of 
the ehurcfa and the pews stuned, at the expense of the then 
recttv, the Bev. Charles Tomer Farley. In tbe chancel lie 
the Soleys of Orleton, several of the former rectors of Eastham, 
and the Whitoombes, a deeeendant of whom oeeupieB the 
ancient and picturesque Court House, near the chureb, whidi 
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hoQBe WW fonnerly Che seat of the Buddb of Borford. On 
the ieaXh of a bftbj beunng the name of Whitoombe (date 
1710) 1 obaerrea tiie followiDg liaei: 

" Happj thfl babe whD, prirllegBd by bte, 



Another infant^ named Bamee, ie thus aommemorated od a 
braaa plate: " The little atranger began to up the cup of life, 
but, perceiving the bitlemeas, turned sway hia head and 
refiised the draaght." (Ter? poetical, no doubt, but the 
limitsd period of eight montliB was ■omenhat too Hhort for 
the attunmenl of mnoh experienoe aa to the bitteraega of the 
present life.) Id the borial-gTonDd way be seen the following 
lines, which onght to operate bmeficiall]' on miserly " old 
BCreWB " and otben who deny themaelrea the legitimate 
comforta of tbia world in order to leave a heap of ahluing 
dost behind them, for othen to scatter abroad : 
" FiM fnun tR toil, we bare In qoltt ml i 

Out moDvy It to othen gtme: 

Qut^riatiit fan By ngardUa tiflAU rtcne^ 

Wt ■» gQn»— fotgol— u tbougb w« no'm bad bam I" 

From Ucantng*! Chartnlary we laam that- in the early 
part of the eleventh centorj, dnring the devaata^na of the 
Danea in tlua eonntry, many lands and poaseadona ware taken 
away from the prior and oonvoit of Worceeter, among wfaieh 
were Eaethain, Tenbot;, Qiftou, &e., one Earl Uaenn and 
hig Boldien bong the chief opoliaton ; and the rectvd goes 
(m to etate, "which hie vHe Gumiild knowing to be nnjostly 
done, to make aome email reoompenee, gave them the image 
of the Virgin Mary, variously wrongs and adorned with 
gdd." But that the monka <tf WorceeteF were too oouverEant 
with the acience of " profit and losa " to accept thia golden 
plaything as an equivalent for the alieuatiou of their broad 
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acrea, i> proved bjr the Btatement that " they caade mceeBuit 
pnyen to God and the Holjr Virgin, and tilesged Oswald 
their patron, that they would ruae op aome good man, and 
put it into his heart to restore the poBeeaaiooB agaio to the 
church, whose right they were ; and that whoeoever ehoold 
studiously connsel and adviae the aame might hara an 
everbsting reward." 

. Hantey William, Hanley Child, and Orletoo, are all Vfgea- 
dages to F^ t«itlin in. Haaley William rectory was annexed in 
the year 1260; the other plaoee mentioned are oh^)els of 
ease. These chapeb do not call for deecanptioo ; that of 
Hanley William is anoient and has a apire. Hanley Court 
has some romantie sceneiy in its gionnds. The late Colonel 
Newport was a. nun of oansidetable taste, as evmced in the 
mode of laying out his grounds and the beantifnl driTes 
round " Hantey Dingle." The estate, howeTor, is too small 
for the scale of these omamentationa, which have now ran 
very wild. A eharming retreat might be made here. The 
Ber, T. H. Newport (half-brothei' to the late colonel) ia now 
the cliief landed proprietor here, and Mr. Childa at Hanley 
Child. 

There are 166 acres of glebe land attached to the rectory 
of Eastham, and the great and small tithes have been com- 
muted far a rent charge of £G75. 13b. 7d., exclnsive of the 
glebe. Sector, the Rev. H. Browne. Curat«, the Rev. 
Thomas Browne. The rector nsually officiates at Eostbam 
and Orieton, and an assistant enrate (the 'Rer, Thomaa 
Morris) at the Hanleya. William Porter is the clerk at 
Eastham, James Wainwright at Hanley William, Thomas 
Tyler at Hanley Child, and Robert Bmton at Orleton. 

Thrav is a Sunday school, established abont thirty yearn 
aince. Moat of the children attend it on week daya. Formerly 
a cottage, with Und, waa given for the support of it, but 
through neglect of receiving the annual rent for the property, 
the parties in posseeaion became the legal propiietois of it, 
uid the parish has lost all clum to it. The population of 
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the nspeotiTe places ware— Raallumi, in 1B41, 318; in 1S5I, 
319; Huiky WUliam, 136 in 1841, and 126 in 1S51; Uanlej 
ChUd, 170 in 18*1, and 196 in ISSl; sod Orleton, 111 in 
lS41,and 107 in 1851. The fbUowing is extncted from Uie 
Tcgisiec of EMtham: 







or Orlaton, u Inienloiu booeat man. 


thoogliC to ba dstroyed bj EoRW BonraU, of Clwburr, ■ rill;. IgDonut, 


pnKniillpg qmck IHr. Lnii mil being «11), (,»• hin. » l.rga > d«e 


ofoplnid,ytbi 


! MTM wakened i bul 


I (or tbe Jiullce o( Prortdence, Bo.well 




rau. ud Ihen 


ibf FuSiHd his bmlli;, lesTlng beblnd him ft wife and man/ 




ia dtbll, uM ba «1 


■afal; take f kii» quotllj, wA be 


did,-^h.d-R«h«9ff«ll.pon 




OMtida.laylli 




3 or 4 da/i, and Iben dyed unplttyed." 


"Oetc.SWh, 




atb I^wb, liner lo tha abOTe ThomH 


Ltwii. ipiiuUi 




aned a Tar^ vlrtuoiu, modan woman, 






i, cut her own Ibroat almon from ear 




S v«r, hef..ra >he dirt. Her windpipe w»> 3 p»^ cutl 


ibrodgti, bar (brou more thui bilf ' 


way : her whole breath and Tolca came 


Ibro'j* woimd 




roaiful and (Htl; obiect I «w »w. 


Y«ipi««a 




or Mr. B.a«er, of Twiburyl ^ «on 


B0l«11»f J« 


terrible wound, perfe 





linhibgL 



SOSHEEPING over the road le*diog firun tbe Hondred 
■ aPJl Home lo Teaburj, aod abont midway between tha 
XEBBi two points, the shingled s;Hre of the pictoreaqne 
dmndi of Lindridge will at once aireat tbe attention of tbe 
tnTsUei. The edifice is placed on an elevation close to the 
load, being raattecl by a flight of steps uid thnmgh a rustio 
gate. The Tiosrage ia on the confines of the churchyard, 
and a neat school-hoDse is also close at band. The latter, 
which will CDDtwn one bnndted and twenty children, was 
built by die vicar, with the assistance of Sir William Smith, 
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Bait., in 1S61. 'Hie Sunday (whoob fa&re nearly one hondivd 
tuid forty chlldreii on the books, and two day nhoob an 
ftlao in ^atBDoe. The viewe from this ekTation ai« of a 
moat pleaaiug kind, OfsrlookinK the fertile *alley of the Ttane, 
and the adjoiuDg wooded hragfata, Lidading tboae of Hanley 
on the Bon^ and Abberlej and Woodbury on the cast The 
church U a Urge tmilding, oonaiating of chancel and na*e, 
south porch, tower at weat eod, and modem reatry on the 
north of the chanceL The vestry ia prob&bly on the ahe of 
an ancient tniwept. The tower is snpported by atronf; 
wooden tnuB-work fixed on the gToood, inaide and indepeodent 
of the walla. There is here a large drcular Norman font, 
with cable moulding, and the carved pulpit ia dat«d 1631, 
Like its neighbour at Eaatfaun, thia cbnrch baa no east window, 
which imparts a sombre and extraordinary appealance to the 
ahaneel. It aeeniB that a long time ago the inhabitants of the 
adjoining hooaea had the right of eattle-mUk through the 
chorchyard, and pasaed cloee hy the eastern end of the building, 
the effect of which was in prooees of time to wear away the 
path, and undermine the east wall ao much that it beoame 
neceaaary to support it by a strong bnttreaa; it waa to give 
gr«ata^ efltet to thia buttrea that the east window waa blocked 
up ; but the eilerior appearances prove that this sod matilotion 
waa not the work of yesterday, but may have t)een achieved 
tDore than a century ago. Nor are there wanting apecimena 
of nu(r« r«eent barbaiiams inflicted on this devolad building, 
and that, too, by the baud of one who, being acoountad a 
" master in Israel," sheold have evinced a better taste and 
a more just sense of pn^riety. The late Master of the Temple 
is a man whose original strong views on outward ceremonial 
and the gorgeoos applianeea of arehileeture may have been 
confirmed by the recent perversion of these means in the 
hands of a seceding and Bomanidng party in our Protestant 
cbnnsb ; in thia respect, m a fiuthful watchman of one of the 
outposts of our retotmed faith, his zeal may be excused; and, 
foillKf, ho may bs lawfully supported in hie cnuade against 
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pompom totllb* aDd epit&pha (aae his oeleblBtod sermcm on 
reapeniiif the Temple obnrcb in 1843). Yet for what reKson 
the Canon should have availed himself o(_ the Bhort period in 
which be held this living — probablj knowing that he wo«ld 
soon have to hand it over (o a succeseor — to sacrifice the 
beautiful to his own notions of utility, I cannot perc^ve. Here 
is the chancel arch — the most pronunent feature of the church 
—cut away and enlarged " to improve the hearing," though it 
ecantelj required the sogadtj of a country churahwarden to 
discover other and better means for effecting that purpose ; then 
a shacking perforatiaD, denomiiisted a window, has been made 
in one of the walls, and other such-like " beautifications," 
which are at once a disgrace to the taste of the de«giier, 
and a petmaneDt disfiguration of this reoiarksble edifice. 
No wonder, truly, that the ptojector of such defacements 
conld not abide the splendour of the restored Temple, but 
abandoned his post of honour to a successor of less iconocUstic 
lemperMoent. The severe Puritanism of Uie Master was by 
DO means congruent with the liberality and taste which imbued 
the views of the Benchers ; bnl be has failed to prove, in 
any of his senncms tbat I have heard or read, that the arts 
and scioices should not be impressed into the so^ce of God, 
or that ug^eas and a vicious taste are necessarily alUed with 
pure religion. 

The chancel contains the ashes of former vicars and also 
of several of the old family of Penell, The Penella were 
influential in this neighbom-hood two or three eentories ago, 
and loet their property in deiending the Royaliat cause. 
From them it passed to the Notes, and then to Mr. Adorns. 
To one of the Pencils (William, 1623) there is a brass in 
the chanoel, let into a stdne, with the following inscription : 
■• This ibme that conn cartb vid cta^. 
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TIm dijc wm pMM, Um alghl nnal coma : 
ThtD bn, poon dud, li all thy igou*- 
Tbt WTllar ud th* radar mutt, 
Ukt Ihli gosd nun, U tuned M) doMe. 

It aommii, twill and iB pM* ud ^in 
And mka tbaa arar Ilia agiln. 
Hon mOil tIIil" 

r Fenell (1657) the followiDg: 





" Hat* laau lila ainhy puia, irbota Kile aboT* 




Tlewi bar btlcht Kilur Asa id fug and prom 




Pore lojat whkh iluJba full ud parfeot whu 




It*, t-rokn ««^ rf^lba p«c'd 4» 




And r^ntamwd Irtidarl bafHc tboi puu 




Taka Ui aompla ■ dtva looUng-gkw. 




To dtam th; took by : Iwim oT hbn to baa 




Good b bad Cbnaa. ibo mayat Ura woraa to •». 




BaatI marlral (oi In Do- morhmtur." 


On 


> thiri (d»te, 1666) : 




"Id Ma UtUa ^Jara dolb Ije 




Virtoa. (00dn«B, VtjiiXj, 




Ona who In an lalaUinu itood, 




And bMen ttaoM. both trt. a and good. 








Ban tbt beat hnibud, fUbar, Iriaiid, ia laid." 


ThB 




ha»h»aa: 




•■Mj pW i, rai.., and .tni Inoraaaatb Bora. 




Beeuaa nij deonst idh ■■ (ona baTaia. 




But abxa It «• ordalsad by God aboya. 



The liTiDg of Liodridge (vrbicb included th« cbftpeh^ei of 
Penaax and KnightoD-npon-Teme) wis, till the htst ipptniit- 
ment, iavariabl; held with a WoreeeleF prebendil itall. 
The ReT. W. R. Daviea bad the eonujt of Lindridge with 
Knighton for more than twenty yean preTions to the aevtmac* 
of tlie chapelries. For this he received £110 per annnm, 
out of which he had to find a hoiue and a bwte I TU* 
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arrangement, all will adnut, vm matrary to the spirit, and 
now, h^pily, to the discdpline, of tbe cbnrch. I tutve be«o 
mada scqnttiilted with n deplonble condition of things for- 
merly prarailing in the*e ch&pelriea, and especioltj' that of 
Knighton — where the cniate was allowed for yean to contend 
with diffienltie* which were shameful to the enpidity of 
the patrons — to perform hia duties far £50 a year, and 
find his own reaideDoe, slthongh the tithes produced WTeral 
hundreds per annum — and to battle single-handed, not only 
agunat nngodlinees, but agunst that oMitampt of tbe ebnrch 
which the coudnct of her dignitaiiea too often brings down, 
though nnjnatly, upon the establiahment. Tn qiite of dl this, 
he has done the doty of a Christian pastor, with meekneaa 
and self-deni^ ; he is equally Te(q>ected by churchmen and 
dissenters; and now, 1 am glad to add, his poeition is 
somewhat ameliorated by the ch^iel being farmed into a 
perpetual curacy, with a stipend of £100, and the erection 
of a panonage-bouae (to which, howeTer, he hag binueH 
oontributed as much or more than tbe wealthy patroua). 
Queen Ann's bonn^ banug, as usual, been impressed, to 
enable tlie patroos to ^propiiate the money which should 
have hem laid ant on the neglected Hviug. In thia way the 
Paatoial Aid Society, and other benevolent institutions, aa 
well aa the "bonnty," are too frequently aliused. Tbe 
Dean and Chapter of Worcester are tbe patrons and ^ipro- 
priatoTB of Lindridge. Qreat tithea commuted for £479 ; 
vicarial for £600, ont of ^hich £100 Is paid to the euraU 
of Knighton, and a like anra to Pensax. Oleba, 107 acres, 
irith a houee. Rev. C. W. Landi» is the vicar of Lindridge. 
Cniale, B«v. R. Hunt Clerk, Qeorge KnotL P<q)ulatiotl 
in 1841, 722 ; m 1361, US. The chapehy of Knigbton- 
.npon-TMne, including the hamlet nf NewnhatD, had a popu- 
lation of £52 in 1841; and in 1861, 623. Ch^ehy of 
PenMa, m 1841, 541 ; in 18fil, 637. The habits and 
physical ooudition of the popnUtion are deddedly inferioF 
Id the mnU ezperienoea of thoee parta of England where 
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eider is not ImowD. Abont 1,400 acres of the poriali are 
the property of Sir W. Smith, and there ia a considerable 
qnnntity of copjliold held under the Dean and Chapter of 
WorcestOT. 

With regard to the antiquities, Toot HiD, in Lindridge, 
hi ta elevation utoated near to the parish road-side at 
DoddenhiU, and forming part of the estate of Sir W. Smith. 
A few years ago, a chisel, or flaying-knife, supposed to be 
of the Earl; British period, farmed of a green-coloured 
stone, was found here six feet below the surEice, in « 
)[ravel-bed^ It iras presented to the Woreenter Musennt. 
Josiah Sandb}-, who was a prebend of Worcester, and 
chaplain to a regiment daring Qoeen Anne's wars in 
Flanders, was incambent of Lindridge in 1716. He was 
secretary to Charles Chnndiin, brother of the Dnke of 
Harlbonmgb, and obtuned his prebeodal stall through the 
ioflueDce of the dubo. Artimr Luwe, who was descended 
from as ancient family at Lindiidge, was remarkable for 
retuning many pecnluuities of the old English mannera 
and character, and had snch a reveruioe for the family 
mansion — the place whence he derived his name- — that he 
left the following clause in his irill, made in 171Si "Item, 
I will that my house at the Lowe, wherein I now live, 
being (he aninent seat of my ancestors, be from time to 
time kept np and repaired bf whoever shall be seised of 
my estate at the Lowe, as need shall require, bat by no 
means to be polled down or ^ demolished." The house 
called " The Lowe " is now the property of Sir W. Smith, 
and seems in good rep^ ; it is a comfortable farm-honse, 
but ia occupied by a labourer. 

In Homing's Chartalary it is stated — " Abont this time 
(close of eighth eentory) did Duke Wilfrith, with his lady^ 
Alta, give Lindrag (Lindridge), with its appurtenances, to 
the church of the most blessed Prince of the Apostiea, St. 
PetU-, in Wigome city (Wiffcosler), where tbe bodies of their 
parents lay, viz., fifteen coaaats in Cnitatun, and Neowanham, 
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and Eardulfestun (Knighton, Newnhsm, and Eordiaton), witb 
their viU^. For & memorial of them, aud of this their gift, 
there was erected over their graves, as soon as buried, a 
cross of white stone, of curious workmanship, after the manner 
of the ancients ; near unto which, in sfler times, Bishop 
Oswald used to preach onto the multitude that flocked to 
he*r him ; the chnrch af St. Peter's belonging to the episcopal 
see being too little to hold them, and ths monastery of St 
Mary, begun to be rebuilt hj him, beiug not then finished ; 
which famous cross lasted till the time of King Edward, 
when Alric, brother of Berteach, mlBrging the presb^rtery 
of the church of St. Peter, took it down, and milled the 
aCone with bis o^er vork. At the distonoe of one mile 
Dortiiward from this famous cross, witbont tlie city of 
Worcealer, there was uiother eredod of white stone, after 
the same manner, at a place cslled, fima thence to this day, 
Whitestan, or Whitestone ; and this lasted dll Kiag William's 
time, when it was pulled down, and the stone made use of 
for boilding a lavatory for tlie monks." 



»qtt. 



3e8i^REA.T AND LITTLE EYRE (the latter of which 
ItV^jB is a bamlet in die parish of Stoke Bliss, eouaty of 
)88I3S Herdbrd) are situate in a fertile district of hops 
and orchards, the general features of whicb are characterised 
by great beauty. About three miles beyond Clif(on-oQ-Teme 
yon come to the entrance lodge of Hanley Conrt (Mr. 
Newport's], and shortly afler to the Broadheath — an open 
common, commanding beaotilul views from different points. 
It is often called " Tenbnij Broadheath," to distinguish it, I 
presnme, from the " Broadheath" near Worceeter. Soon aSter 
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(Hitaring on the he&th, a branch road goea off, bj which jon 
dcaoend on Uyre (or Stoke Blias), IhioDgh Hudef, going 
down into the vftlley between Bromfard and leahmj, 
tbtougb the Tenlinry end of which mns a conoidsnUe 
brook, called Kjre, on its wa; to the Teme. Oppoaile ii tha 
high ground towaid BockletoQ, and the vest view i» bonnded 
by ^Btant hiUi in the direction of Radnonhire. Kyre House 
and its iroods lie in the bottom, and the whole ia a Tiew 
" amah above par." The turnpike ra«d fimm Clifton goes 
on to Tenbmy ; as 70a descend to wlucb, the valley of the 
Teme, still more beautiful, ie on the right : the ground, richly 
wooded, sloping down steeply into it. K^re Wyiird qi (GtnJt 
Kyre) is four miles from Tenbnry on the road to Bromyard. 
The soil, in common with the rest of the district, is chiefly 
clay ; very good in the lower parts of the parish, but some- 
what inferior in the higher. Population of Great Kyre in 
1841, IGO; in 1851, 136. Little Kyre, 144 in lS4l,and 1£1 
in 1S5I. Value of the living, £116. Patron, Mr. Childe. 
Rector, Rev. Francis Seveme, who ia alio rector of Abberiey. 
Curate, Rev. T. E. M. Holland. Clerk, William Benhow. 
There is do endowed pariah school, but (under an arnuig«nmit 
nude at the cost of tlie proprietor and rector) the childrcD of 
the parish find schooling at Bockleton, within conveniait 
distAnce. There is an almshouse far widows and poor women, 
endowed by Ann Pytta in 17lfi. 

The «hnreh is a rectory, and ie a neat unpretending 
strnetnre, of the date when Early English was paning into 
Decorated. It has a nave, ude aisle, chancel, and neat wood 
apira. A window of stained glass, very neatly eiecated 
by Evans, of Shrewsbury, adorns the chnnceL In the 
ohancel are several mural moDoments to different membera 
of the Pytts bmily, former poaaeeson of the estate ; the 
latest of which is in memory of Mrs. Annabdla Pytts (relict 
of Jonathan Pytts, Esq., the last of the name), who died 
in 1632, when the estate passed under Mr. Pytta* will into 
the Childe family. William LacoQ Childe, Esq., of Kinlet, 
Salop, is the present owner. 
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Kjto UonM, okaely t^<Aiutig the ehnroh, U » pUn, oom- 
fortable bmily reudenca, of not OTergrown preteawoiu ; Ha 
onumentod groniids are of yery cMimderable beui^, and 
txe a foTourable remuituig Bsmple of the stjle, in landsope 
gardening, of the school of " Capability Brown," hy wboin, I 
belteve, thej were laid oat Ths different levsli of water 
are veij skilfully airanged ; and there are gome noble aped- 
mens of flr treea in particnlar, with other choice wrtai 
Although this taste ii now gone out of &Hhion, the mixture 
of natural and arUfidal beauty at Kyre is Buoh M might 
obtwn laiow Bren with those who are inclined generailj 
to coodemn the school in qnestion. Tlie park, no longec 
tenanted by deer, is at soma dittanoe Erom the bouse, and 
quite separate. 



Snrklttnn. 



SSHfiCN this seoluded parish, which fiurns a tongue ol 
V K H Wniweslarshirq land, nmning into the oonn^ ct 
KMN Heraford, some haU^a-dozen miles w>ulh of Teobury, 
a very respectable church will be found, somewhat beyond 
the avenge of the eodeuastieal edifleea of the dialriet. It 
ia built of rubble, with sandstone coigns and beings, having 
a ehaneel, nave, and western toww ; the tower is of ttu«e 
Mages, embattled, and pinnacled. In the north and south 
walls of the nave are good Norman doorways, with arcade worii 
«vex, of the same period. The ehaneel window* ore pointed, 
and tliose of the church (exo^ the oratral main one on the 
north, wbioh is a three-light Elarly En^ish) n>und-he*ded. 
The church has not been recently repaired, beyond the 
throwing opta of a private chancel, wid (he relaaung of 
two very req)«ctable arches &om a long impriaaamsnt of 
lath-and-plaster or bricl^ bot there ia nothing architectiir*ll7 
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Doto-worthf m these. Slained glan has abo been pnt into 
the ebancel viiidowH by the muniRceDoe of the Rev. G. 
WhitSeld, who was curate from 18^1 to 1840 ; and the general 
condition of the building ii decent, bnt it w&nts much improve- 
ment Htill, aa Boon aa it ran be afforded. There is an inler«ating 
monument to Richard Barneby, Eaq., and wife, erected in 
1674, and otheni ta membcFB of the Baldwyn fanuly. Hie 
churchyard is a vecy apaciouB one, and in good order; in it 
are two nobis yew trees, of very large size ; one of them 
very beautifully entwined with ivy, and an obwrvable tree 
of its kind. Among the grave-sloneB in the churchyard is 
one with the following inaeriptian, whieh may perlu^ be 
read with interest: 

n Ibe SUi itj of Fabruarf , 



Lon^ at tils Uuibfl would s^rro itt bear blm then^ 
Ha AQu^Ut, becAuu ba loY'd, tha booBa of pnjrar. 
Wben itnegUi had Called, ud eyo-slslil wsll-utgti fled, 
Frteudg >UII wen found to iDallie tbc ^k uian'i bed: 
Bo Uv-d ha, uid w died; anrt wl» ik tliejr 
WbD lean Uln blm to watch, aod lore to faj." 

The lines do but rehearse a Ima Mory. The subject of them 
waa a pious old man, of a venerable presence, who very 
seldom, if ever, fitiled to appear in his place at eborch long 
•tier he was obliged to find his way thither by the help of two 
sticks, sod who only esMed fimn ao doing on beooming bUnd, 
within some two or ^iree years before hia death. He died 
in a neighbonring parish, but was brou^t, by his own danr^ 
to be bnried in that of hia birth. It is deeply to be r^retted 
that^ — all iDCreaaed exerliona of the clergy notwithslanffing— ' 
this race of single-hearted, perseTering wotshippera and oom- 
ronniauits, among the labouring clsMoe, has too TiaiUy and 
eertunly decreased everywhere. I am informed that liiii Ills 
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an condaeted with gre*t Aeeenej and propriety in thia and 
other adjoining pftribh«fi. GeneraJlj speaking, the parisli ift 
s quiet and orderly one. Most of the cottagert have good 
gardeoB ; nnd there are garden (llatnientB besides, for as 
iniuiy u desire them. The hamlet of Hampton Cbarles, in 
Berefwdshire, is annexed to the parish ecclesiaBtically, hnt 
in no other respect. The acreage of Bockleton proper (i. e., 
in Worcestershire) is 3,749i. On. 7f., eictusive of wastes and 
roads. The rent charge is £398. 7b. lOd. Mr. Miller is 
the principal landowner. The soil is a rather stifT day, 
moderately &nitfn], hnt sorviceablo for breeding yonng stock, 
DC sheep ; and the pastares are good for making bntter. 
The roads and cnltiTation have been greatly improved of 
late yean; and the genaml features of the parish, externally, 
are cheerful and pleasant. It lies high, bat the snrfoce is 
a good deal nndnlated, and varied with plantations. A grore 
of oalm on an eminaice, called Elockteton G!n>re, is seen (ram 
considerable distances, and is a well-known laodmarii, There 
are places in the parish called Upper and Lower Qnintun. 

The valne of the living is stated in the clergy retoRU 
at £127, and was oorreet at the time; it is Bomelbing 
beyond the ma^ at present. The only endowment of 
Bockleton is' a stipend of £13. 4b. per annum, paid by 
the treasurer of Hereford Cathedral, who is owner of the 
reetoral tithes ; but it has been augmented three several 
times (in 1711!,' 1719, and 173fi} by gifts from the fiunily 
of Baldwyn, in connexion with t^ueen Ann's bounty ; at 
which last-named dat« the patron^e was ceded by the 
then treasurer to the then Mr. Baldwyn ; and has since 
belonged to the owner of the Bockleton estates, which 
were sold by Mr. Baldwyn, some fontseore years ago, to a 
great-unda of the present proprietor, into whose hands it 
passed aeoordingly. These three quantities of land amount 
together to more than ooe hundred acrea, bnt are dispersed 
in the several parishes of Bochleton, Tenbnry, and Leominster ; 
making up, with the stipend, the, above income, subject 
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lo fluctDAtioii of Toita. Tba Uer. Thomas Elton Miller u 
patron. Psip«taal cnnte, Be*. Joaeph K. HiUer. Cnnte, 
Rev. John Miller. CleA, Sunael Lines. Population in 1B(1, 
274; in 1S51, 277. That of Hampbm Chariea hamlet was 
81 in 1841, and 106 in 1851. A national school was 
CBtabliBhed here in ISU, solel; hj the Rev. T. K Miller, 
and was the earliest in the district. Some little aHsislance 
has Hace arisen from subacriptioos, for which a stipulated 
DDmber of children were admitted from two neighbouring 
parishes ; hnt the school ia chiefly majntajned by the founder. 
Childrui are admitted &oin other paridiee at very low tales 
of payment by the poor, and the master ia allowed to take 
pay-scholaiB at a higher rate within any reasonable limits. 
The names mi the hoi^ may be averaged at eevaitj. There 
is no Sunday sohool. 



€jlt loftqB jttii fiitiiin Inwjr. 

KISt^H the Herelbrdshire or western border of this eonnty 
SiJ^JB is Sapey Pritchard, or Lower Sapey. Upper Smpej 
SliMN is in the county of Herefbrd, and ia a rectory in 
the gift of ^ T, E. Winnington, Bart. Tidies oommntsd 
for £287. IDs. Glebe, ibrtj-one acres. An endowed scihocd 
and remaina of a Roman camp are among the tutatilia 
of that parish. Sapej Pritehard (or the Woroeelershirv 
Sap^) and E^win Loach — die latter entirely sairounded 
by the eonntj of Herebod — were formerly ebapebies to 
Clifton-OD-Teme, and the former parish is not even now 
privileged with funerals, nor is Its ehnrchyard conseeiated, 
although that step is contemplated as soon as praoticable. 
Edwin Loach has been recently snneied to the adjoining 
palish of Teiktone Wafer, in the eoon^ of Howfi^ 
the two pansbea now forming one benefice, in lbs ^ of 
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Mr. HifpnaotL. Tfas tithea were oommated for £80. Glebe, 
tUrQr Mrea. The chnroh is of Enlj Englisb and Decorated 
work, with wooden tower. The remaim of a oamp are in 
the pariifa, aod the name of Edwin Loach w&b ancieDtly 
rendered Yedfen Logce, or Edevent. Sapey Pritchard ia 
now a diacbarged leetary, in the patronage of the ezeenton 
of the late Rer, W. S. Kufford. The tithes hare bem 
oommated tor £337. Glebe, sixty-nine aeree, with a new 
bonae, bnilt at the expeose of the preeeot rector, the 
Rbv. W. Rnfford. William Bayliaa ia elerk. The church 
ia aitnsted in a moat lovriy dingle, through which rona 
the oelebrated Smpef bn»k. The edifice, which is mull, 
conaiats of a nave and diairael with aonth porch ; and 
ia in excellent order, haring been repaired not toanj yean 
ago, and fresh tiled within the last fonr or five years. 
It sbowB Bome Norman Traosition, and later worlc Ha 
bell tower or turret omamenia the little bailding, bnt a 
gqnaie hale near the top of the gable-end indicates something 
witbin, and I find that in the inleiiot of the bnOding, 
coneeponding with this eotind-liale, is a woodm cupboard, 
in which are two bells. A man stands in the little gallery 
beoeath, and, with a rope in each hand, keepg np a tintin- 
nabulary duet, while hi* eye is engaged at ^e same time in 
watching throag^ the window for the advent of the oleigyman. 
The cbfldren of tlie pariah hare the prinlege of attending 
A day and Sunday aohool at Clifton, and also one at Edwin 
Loach. Bread is givoi away to the poor at Cbriatmaa. 
The prininpal reddent landed proprietor Is James Downee, 
Esq., of Sapey Court. Hops, com, and fruit, are the cbiti 
prodnctitHU of this distriet. Lower Sapey contained a popu> 
latioQ of 252 in I84I, wluch, in 1851, had decreased to 
US; while Edwin Loach had inoreaaed &om sixty-two to 
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% mull parish kdjuDing Sackley, but nearly mr- 

r rounded bj HerefordBhire. It ia on a hilly wtnatioD, 
Uid posBesaeB splendid viewB in erery direction. The 
UT is brkdag, oad the district Is said to be rerj healthy. 
The land in the greater part of the pari^ is heavy, being 
mostly a stroag clay, bnt the rest is sandy. Hops are 
cultivated here to a conaiderahle extent. The population 
(which ii entirely Bgricoltnral, no other business being carded 
on but such aa is ooniiect«d thereirith) has long be«D on 
the deereaae, owing perhaps to the practice of throwing 
small (anna into larger, and the ^stance from r^way 
eommnniealion. In 1841 the iahabitants numbered S17, and 
in 1851 only 206. The church ia prettily situated on rising 
ground, from wluch the proepect ia rich and varied. It 
was rebtdlt by an aaseasmmt of the parish in 1816, and 
Is a neat edifice, bat does not poasees any particular feature 
of intereat except the aonth door, which is a part of the old 
Norman atractore. The dinreh, which is dedicated to St. 
Giles, is small, bnt sufficiently large for the population. It 
Gonsista of a nave and chancel, with small bell tower, capped 
pynunidaUy, and tiie bnilding is kept in a good stale of 
repair. There is a Sunday school, nmnbering abont ragbteen 
or twenty scholais, and a day school with twelve or fifteen ; 
both are k^t at a ootlage, built on the ^be land a few 
years ago, and the cMldren are tanght by the clerk's wife, 
nuder the superintendence of the rector. The Sonday school 
is entirely supported by the latter, and the day Bchool, with 
the exeeptian of a fetr pence contributed weekly by the 
Bcholara. There ia ■ house, and between thirty and forty 
acres of glebe. The tithes were commuted for i!270. The 
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total acreage of the pariali U 1,521. The Rev. WiUiam 
Cowpland ( 1828) ia rector and patron of the living. William 
Hall, clerk. There are do oharitiea whatever betongiog to 
the parieh. Some mineral Bprioga are Raid to exist here. 
A MonnoDiCe preacher occauon^lj^ makea a descent upon 
the parish with the view of gaining preaelytea, but with that 
exception Acton Beauchamp ia larel; traversed by a stranger. 



Snigjitmitk mt intunjum. 

glSS^BOUT a mite beyond Broadwae, on the right hand 
31 " B ^'^^ "^ '^ road, stands the little ehapel of Dodenluun, 
ielS^ which reminded me of a saying of Charlee II, who, 
when in disensdon on the apparent anity of Christians, was 
need to declare that ha knew of no " vitible churah " except 
that of Harrow-on-the-Hill. Dodenham cbapel would have 
fbrmed no exception to the rale laid down by the witty 
monarch, tot indeed it is " inviuble, or bnt dimly seen " 
through the trees by which it ia anrronnded ; and were it 
Dot for the sheet iion or whatever other metal it ia with 
which some artistic ehapelwardm haa encaaed the little spire, 
it wonid prebably be passed by unnoticed. The chapel ia 
like a small bam, lieing as it were a mere shell of a building. 
The roof ia open to the tilea, and one can aee up from the 
pavement of die church, thrau^ the old oak frame-work 
of what must be denominated the tower, into its pyramidal 
continuation, which I have dignified by the name of a spire. 
The waUs are as old as the period of the Conquest, as attested 
by the masonry and the small and plain Nonnan lights. 
The hand of the " improver " has Iteea bnay even here ; 
ft window in the north wall has been cut into a very peculiar 
diqie, the heads of other windows and of the door have 
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been made Kqiure, the Utter lurir^; wooden junbs and t<^, 
and the old iTuoriptiona on the walls are now hidden beneath 
plentiful lavationi of whitetraah. There U here a ronnd 
maauTe font, oraameatod with the chevron, being probably 
of the game date with the clupeL I >aw here no table of 
benefactions, bnt am informed there wm a table, dated 1710, 
•etting fbrth that » " MaJam Bandell gave the mm of tei 
ponndB, J* inlereet for j* repurs of tbe Tole " — that is, the 
lepur of the rood at the Vole ; the legacy, howsver, eeema 
to have dinppeared and to have been almoit forgotten. 

From thia pinnt to Knigfatstord bridge the scenery is 
exMMliiigly rioh, tbe Teme raiining moat fiuitutically between 
the finely wooded heights which lend so great an attraction 
to Ihik spot The ancient inn (the Talbot) so pictareminely 
phteed M the bote of the ADuredhain (now oomiptty called 
Ankerdine) Hill, haa been from time immemorial (be head 
qnartCTB of pisealorial partiee, in quest of the flne grayling 
and trout that abonnd in the Teme; the hill itself was the 
IkTonrite resort of Qneen Adelude during her late rcwdoice 
in this comity, and is now not only Tiaited by pleasure seekers 
but by tbe holdera of camp meetings. A 'ante lad whom 
I addrceaed on the road informed me that « oamp meeting 
was to ba held thoe that day, npon which I resolved to be 
a witoCBs of this open-air WDrefalp, bat was onlbrtnnately 
prevented by the eiceemvely wet weather, wbidi set in abont 
noon. There is gomethiag congenial in one's natore — a feeing 
harmonising deeply with the solemiuty of divine worship, 
whiob aaeompaniea the act of prayer or praise trom elevatAd 
spots. To be alone with natore^ to feel the preeenee of the 
Universal Father — the world, as it were, receding — is some- 
thing traribly teal and awfnl ; while ^e hoary headed 
monntain ito^ — the emblem of eternal dnratian — in its 
tolenm vlence gives yet majtetie nttentoee to tbe sublimities 
of the q^tnal world ; it speaks of " ages long ago betid," 
ere man was known as an inhabitant of onr earth, and pre- 
senta traces of the same nniversal Uw tad order which. 
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'u It WM In tbe be^Dning, ii now &nd ever shsll be." 
Hilli and niountaiiiB are wiodated with onr moat tnlereeting 
reoollec^DB of religioiiB wonhip : Sinai and tbe law, CbItuj 
and the gwpel, the "iugjti plaeee" of the andent heathen, 
tiie Dmidioal fire, tbe Vandoia in their AJpne tutnemee — 
ail paaa before oa enabiODded in tbe miata of agea, Hke the 
thick cloud «hieh oiTeloped the tooont of tbe htwgiTer. 
Often aa I treftd aoma hillj nng^ nndiituifaed by an^t 
aare the tinkling of diajtant belb, Bailing the worahippei to 
the houae of piaTer, the world I look dawn upon ^ipesia 
mora ^r than erer; the prindple of eril aeema to have 
witikbawD itaelf for a aeaaon, and the apirit of prayw per- 
vades all thinga snnuid, bum nuto himsalf — wboae BModated 
dwellings can scarcely be aeon down in the &r distant valley — 
to the very beasta and herbs of the field. Prayer ia the 
true mnaic of the apberea ; and as worlds roll on in infinite 
apace, the AlmighQ' lenda a pleased ear to the bumble addrcsaes 
of hia varied creaturce. 1^ then, anoh are tbe feelings by 
which the soHtaiy wcnh^per is moved, we may readi^ 
account tor Iha selection of elevated spots for large aasemblagea. 
That theae open-air exhitntionB are but too often a aoiry 
borkaqne npoo the aernce dne to Qcd — whai some "powerful 
man in prayer ," some " overwhelming son of Heaven," takes 
" the kingdom " by dona, and naes the most disgusting 
bmiliaritiea of langnage with hia Creator — when 

" F^n wauM h« make tbs norld hit pedntal, 

and that many other trioka, more groteaque than devout 
or edifying, are often witnesaed at these gatheringa, I must 
admit and deplore ; yet an allowance should be made for 



by edncMion or good sense. In all agee of the world, and 
in varions careeds, raligiona enthnmaain has vented itself in 
similar mnltitadinoos aesembUgea — in the crusades. In the 
pilgrimage* to the templea of Uabomet and Juggernaut, in 
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ths hatitheii vonhip on high places ; Bnd these ounp meetings 
(thoagh perh&ps the remark ia more applicable to the umikr 
laeetingB of the American booties) prove that tlie human 
mind has the same pronenees as ever, under the infiuence 
of blind and ignorant saperstition, to nm into the wildest 
extraTBgances and the most degrading observances. Ankerdine 
Hill is supposed by some to have derived its name from 
some anchorite of old having fixed hia retreat there. Although 
but 570 feet above the level of tbe sea, it comnmuds a view 
aliuoBt as lovelj and extensive as Malvern itself. Another 
remarkable feature near here ia Rosebury or Oeebury ClifT, 
on the aouthem book of the Teme, forming a precipice 37il 
feet high and beau^fnUy vooded. Here the studeuta of 
botany and geology ma; find much to mtereet Oieta ; poetical 
trandereis also may be intereMed in koowing that this ixMsk 
was a &iVourit« haunt of the Curies, and in the lane near 
It is a large old maple tree, called Baie't Buth, the said 
maple growing, as traditionally slated, from a Make driven 
through the body of a poor snieide, and in connecticHi with 
whitdl Mr. AlHea, in hia " Antiqtudea and Folk-lore of Wor- 
oeslershire," has recorded a most horrible tale of "something 
like a black pig," and "a man withoat a head," seen there 
by credible observers — of course at the witching hotir of 
night! 

The parodiial church of Knigfatvick is utuate aboat a 
mile from the inn, and at a considerable distance from the 
main road. The little bnilding seemed half swallowed op 
among the graves and the nettles with which it is sxr- 
rounded, thongh an effort bad been lately made to dinnler 
it by cutting a ditch dose to the base of the wallg. This 
grave-yard, I am told, was not consecrated till about 
aeven^ yean ago, previously to which the parishioners 
were buried at St. John's and at Wbitbaume. The 
venerable grave-digger was at first very eiclouve, and 
would peisiat in pnttdng tbe Dodenhun people in a sepaiste 
part of the yard, while all strangers who died in the pariah 
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weM moaremontDiulj tknut klo a ooinei'. Thin ancient 
fimctioinu;, I imderBtuid, is quite » cbfcrscter, being most 
■andnoni in hi* inqniriea after inraliib, with (ha view of 
BKerteiniDf what plot- of gmmd would beat salt their 
taste And inclinatJoiuL 

The ehnrcb is an oblong bnilding, with s wooden porch, 
and a wooden bell-cot or tower with pjrramidal cap. The 
east window baa a triple light ; there is no window at the 
vert end, and tbe wall ia propped np with mde but aer- 
viceabie bnttreBaeo. The windows are ehieSy aqnare-beaded, 
in wood fnunee ; and (he masoni; of (he building ig go 
plain, and devoid of chaTac(eTiBttca, aa to render i( difficolt 
to BBNgn a date. The tmBS-work of the little tower, which 
bears Uie chnrchwardena' namee (Charles Meden and Thomas 
Bnaaton) and the date, 1736, is open to the interior of the 
dinnh, the space Dndemeath it bdng mod tor tittiogs ; all 
the seals are immensely high, and right mouldy in their 
antiquity, while the rea^g-desk and pulpit are in one 
immmse box. The floor is of brick, and the chancel i« 
divided hy cdd boards snd railing into a Tsriety of oam- 
partmenta, one being for school children, another (or the 
eammunioD t»ble, but all of the mdest and nunmoncst 
description, and smelling of the beginning of the eighteenth 
century. The roof is semi-henagonal ; and the walla, which 
are tied across with plain beams, sre inscribed with sentences 
of Scripture painted within black borders. The font is semi- 
drenlar, masuve, and entirely deroid of ornament. A few 
trifling charities are recorded here ; and on the floor is a 
plain stone to Grace Lane, the daughter of Colonel Lane, 
of Bentiey, Staffordshire, who died in 1731, aged eighty. 
This lady mnrt have been niece to the Miatrees Jane Lane, 
in whose eaoort Charles II, diBgobed as a serrant, went 
from Bentley to Bristol, preparatory to his escape into 
France. There is a traditioD that Hie Majeaty halted in 
this parieh, and, to avoid suspicion, was ghd to torn shoe- 
Uack at the Talbot inn. It la evident that Colonel Lane 
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bkd propBity at Knightwick, which b^ng in the line of 
roate tram Bentley to firislol, the ray&l fa^tive, and tiie 
young lady who rode bdiind him, probably rested here, 
bnt whether Charles condeeoeuded to handle the greawi- 
pot or not (there was no "WarroD's jet blaakmg" in thoao 
days) no evidence remum to tell. 

The clergyinan, a venerable old man — apparently an oel»- 
genarian — did not airive till long after the uaual time of 
service, but the interval was moM energelieally employed I^ 
the few old women who formed the greateet part of the 
jnngregadon, and who were ■miiiiilili il in the poidi, in 
retuling to each other the whole of the week's newi ; and 
their communioatiooa being by do meens whispered, >e " pri- 
vate and eonlidenlial," the two or three of Us who wen 
seated in the interior of the ohunh became speedily acquainted 
with the whole giMHip of the parish and the peisonal adventuie* 
of each of the old ladies. Gallaotry towards the sei, however, 
forbids my publishing to the world the important dismu^ou 
to which I was compelled to be a listener, althoogh I ma; 
be allowed to indicate that the subjects embraced eitended 
over a tolerably wide field — from coma, pariah pay, and 
ilieamatism, U> snaff, tea-drinking, and the potatoe crop. 
Thank Heaven, aud I, at least these poor eonntry people 
have not yet become oontaminaled with erolehet I The worthjr 
rector, and his laithfol coadjutor, who comtnned in one the 
sexton, clerk, and grave-digger (then Jamee Holland), had 
both passed the grand ulimacteria of honum life; the (me 
had officiated here nearly forty years, and the other abaost 
IS far bask as he himself conld recollect. The reotor pca- 
seesed the relics of a grand deep-toned voice, slow and 
deliberate, and so peculiarly and pointedly emphatic at limem 
as to have the appearance of eccentricity. His seimcsi waa 
chiefly extempoisDeoQs — a task, however, too great (or his 
age (the Rev. J. Bell, since deceased). The slow and 
massive style of the rector's reading contrasted strangely 
with the broad, flat pronunciation and the shafting rapidity 
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of bn inferior ofBeer, who, in tha raBponses, w tboogb to 
maka np for lime lost by the pBreoii, mnild ioTaruiblf 
eamniance his rene before the prerioas one wm condaded. 
The hard irordi of the Athtnaai&D Creed vere tiao a sad 
Rtnn^ililig-bloeii to him, u they fa»e beeo to nuDy fhr 
more learned men. But ft was in the mudoal departmetit 
that his gcmiDB wu more pmminraitly exemplifled ; and 
hne, indeed, he may be sud to have reigned alone. Stag- 
gering up to the oomnmnfaHi table, he gave oat two linea 
of the " Honung hymn," which he peribrmed himself, aa 
K aolo, to a tnne which no one, belonging to any other 
parish, oould posriUy have leoognieed, and reminding me 
of a bladumith picking a lock, who does not confine him- 
self to one key, but tries the whole bnneh. All this while 
&e people were ntting, snd taking no notice whatever of 
the old gentleman's very oomioal soto, unices two <x three 
obacore sounds, like low gm«ns, ariring tram the deep 
tec O Bs o s of the monldy old s et a , were intended at acta i^ 
qnnpathy with the venerable patriarch in the chatMeL As 
Dr. Johnson said of a Sootehman, iko doubt mnch tnigfat 
have been done with thia functionary " if he had been 
oanght yonng," but his great age and infirmities sboold 
now moat aasniedly entitle him to snpvumnation. Poor 
old Holland (unce retired ftom Mttve daty) naed to be in 
lus glwy when there wu a child to be baptiaed: he thai 
gave out "a ntm" tar the oocmIoii, of wbieli the following 
was the harden: 



Thia he repeated as often »s he tltonght the un^g oaght 
to hist: but M the families abont here are rather large, 
and the wages somenhtt small, the mothers generally did 
not peroeiTe the eause for congratulation is disldnotlj as 
the old ekxk did. 
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I mwt also here pnilert >gBfi»t Ote practice of allowing 
great hxy Ubonrera coming into the chun^ when the aer- 
Tice ia balf over, and disquieljng tlie congregatioD with 
the echoes of their he»T; Imb-nailiid shoes. I saw no 
Sunday school here, but wu told there waa one held at 
the rectoiy. 

The tiviag ia valued at abont £300. Patrona, the Dean 
and Chapter of Woraeater. Population of Koightwick, 166 ; 
of Dodenham, 26(1. Present rector. Her. O. Fox. Cimtle, 
ReT. W. H. Davia. Clerk at Knightwlek, Henr}' B^lard. 
Cleric at Dodenham, John Bishop. 

In tha records of the Dean and Chapter of Wmeeetsr it 
is stated, that towards the dose of tiia twelfth centiit7, " Slmm 
de Mans gave to the prior and conTetit of Worceeter, for ths 
aouls of his father and mother, and his own, the advowson 
of the ebapeU of Dodenham and Kaightwick, which Bishop 
Soger by bis deed, sealed with his seal, confirmed to them." 

Since wii^g the above I find that a new chnrch ia abont 
to be erected for the nuited aacommodatitm of hath Enightwick 
and Dodenham. The old church at tite former plaee ia to be 
mnverted into a mortuary chapel, aa there will be no bnrials 
at the new chnrch, and DodMiham chisel will probablf be 
altogether removed. The dte for the new edifice — for wUeb 
the ground has been ^vea b; Hr. Freeman, of Gaines — b at 
the baae of the hill near the inn, close by tha road which 
there branches off tar Bewdley. A grant of £100 has been 
niade by tbe WorceslCT Diocesan Sode^ for the purpose ; 
and Mr. F. E. Williama, who owns conudeiable property in 
the n^ghbontbood, is ijso a liberal snhacriher to tiia work. 
Mr. Perkins, of Worcester, ia the architect engaged. The 
building will conust of a nave and large chancel, a bell turret 
and spire, mxt^ fbet higl) from the ground, at the west end, 
a stone porch on the north side of the nave, and a vestry on 
the north side, between nave and chancel. Mr. Perkins haa 
dkoaen the Early Decorated style, of which his present pro- 
duction will be a very neat specimen ; and the tloue for the 
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bnil^g il to be got from AnkerdiDe Hill and Brinstaj CommoD, 
localities whi<A pmduce a good weather^tone or grit ; and, 
with free-Btpne dresauigs, will be at once aecuFed tmt oalf a 
substantial bnt a chaste and elegant building, situate, too, in 
one of the moet pictareeque spots in the county. 

I nm told that, in the year 1841, the fences in Dodenham 
were thought to occupy no leas than Bftj-one acres, or nearly 
ux per cent, of the cultitatsd part of the pariBh! 

I have before stated that the day tnnted oat fearfiilly 
vet, and, oonaeqnaitly, I was confined for the whole evening 
to the large andent-lookitig room at the Talbot. That 
capadoBS room, with its porttajts of our old nobility, its 
" Fox's Book of Martyrs," its " Bossell's History of England," 
and its many old associations ; and so I shall conclude with 
an appnqniate quotation from Dickens's " Household Words : " 
" Wb do i3Dt d«tad a w«C da/- Wb know that a wet Bundajr la a 
conoti]' Ion, wtiaD the nln Calli psneierlngl]', between the irindow tiid 
the DjvoEdte Iwrilack — when nutlca Imiiiga under paitluHue roeb, or 
la bam or gtible door-ini;!, fsetoonlng ttirir imack-lroA) witb tbeir 
pocketed bandj, and yawntiig beavUj — when wa plLf Iba people alttlnf 
•t the windowe oier Uie nj, and Udnk how vnsll ud dark their 



n patieng ga tlhiking br a 



q all (ha boji In vfew fo dlnklpg paet ^preeeed, 
the heart to fly over a poat^^wbai people t*aiL 
g ruefdllj oat at ipluhed and draggled 




talk, even In nefa weatliei.'' 
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B; Iti o<m v^bt mide itcmdbrt ud Immonble — 
Looking InnquUIit;. It itrtkn u ■*« 
And isrror on my ulifiig gtglit. The lombt 

Aod ahoot ft oliiJlnHi to toy CnmbUiiff h«kTt/' 
^18^0 apology evi inrely be Decesaary lor otepidnf 
W^>E a little beyond Ibe county bonndaTy I had aa^gnsd 
fPtSS^ to myself, to pay a viut to onr near neigbboun 
of Tewkeebury — a tovm once renovmed for Its broad dolb, 
"aharp-bitiDg mostArd," and tb« great battle which settled 
the a&irs of " York ventu Lancaster," and still Aunons 
all the world over for its ven^vble and mognifioent abbey 
cbnrch ; besides, an occasion was thrown in my way which 
proved not only tempting but irresistible. This was no leas 
than a dinner given by the oanatituenqy to their two repre- 
■sntatiTee, He. Uartin and Mr, Brown, and to which I 
bad been invited. Thank* to the railway I arrived h«e 
soon enongh to enjoy three apurt boor*, whlob I piamptlj 
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dedicated, flnl, to & lurrer of Uie old battle-field, and 
hstlj, mnd more partioiilaclf, to that noble oeclewirtienL 
ftmctDTo whieh bM stood unmoved by tbe stomu of aoTen 



tomba of the departed and the magnifloeDt wocfca of by-gone 
agea ii aady not inaonuatent with the bet that a good 
djoser IB awaiting yoa at your hoMelirie ; nor doea the 
cooBoioiiBaen of impendiog eonpa, G^ and game, detract 
one iota from the pleaaore of pushing ardueologk^ inquiry. 
On the oontnuy — and I say it with reverenoe — I have erer 
bund the one a eecret eheiisher of the other — the feast 
at raason & ntoat mmpatlble thing with the moderate 
mdnlgaice of a good appeUte. Nor do I amy the feelings 
of that man who cannot perceive, in the gratitude and 
eampkoenoy whieh reenlt from a rmttmabU enjoyment of 
tbe table, the offering np a hymn of thanksgiving to the 
Giver of aU good, aa acceptable at least sa the soar, 
•anting, saoeticdsni, which believes that an abBdnenee from 
meats or dnnk* alont conBtitataa religion, or even morals. 
Having devoted my exordium to the enondation of this 
impoTtant tenet, the ■* gentle reader " will perhaps accom- 
pany ma in tbe spirit through the aneient borough of 
Tewkeahnrj. 

The town, allboof^ ddigbtfnUy mtuatod amid green 
meadows, overlooted by the Cotswolds on the one ride and 
dko Halvems on the other, vritli tbe pleasant Mythe Hilt 
nearer at band, is nevertheleaa depoaited so low that the 
eonflnenee of the Severn and Avon, with two other smaller 
•treama, frequently oeeaaiona flooda of such a kind aa that 
bokts have been employed to carry people over instead of 
nnder ttie bridge ; and 1 aaspeet it was doriug one of thew 
tnns-pOTtine eioanions that Hr. Petit made the drawing 
whieh illustrates his eieellent book on the ^bey choreb 
of Tewkesbury.* Tbe engraving in qncation betrays no 
tnoe of a bridge ; the few housca whieh are seen above 
• PnbUdud In ISU b; Hr. H. DavlH, of CiMllutauii. 
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tlM •treua appear lilc* Awtiiig bnojs, <rith hoe and then 
a broken rail for drowning meii t« eatdi at ; while tha 
"dim and migh^ minater" itaelf lesmi Hke the ^adow 
of an aA on the fiue of tlie waton. On the whole I 
ahonld say that if the object of the rerr. gentleman was 
to attraet liaiton to the old harongh, it Is qneatiofu^ile 
whether be has eaeeeeded, for the srtiat'i pencil baa 
OndoDbtsdly conTeyed the impnaakiD that, to approad 
Tewkesbury witb iialely, one ehonld hare a life-boat, a 
cork jai^et, and a UumaDe Society^ drag, among oae^ 
luggage. Stnmge to say, this confluenoe of waters ia node 
by one quaint old writer (Sir Robert Atbjns) the baiis of 
a eonpariaon between the town of Tewbeabmy and the 
Garden of Edrai : " The great river Serem," says he, ** flowa 
on the west aide, the navigable river Avon mns on th« 
north, the Carran on the east, and the Swagate on the 
Bonlb : it is watered Hlie the Qarden of Eden bj fbnr 
riveTB." Bnt, putting the aqueona element out of Mnddera- 
tion, Qiere ia an air of oomfrat about the good old town, 
and a degree of intereat attatdiing to ita ancient arduteotaie, 
as also to its hiattoieal aaaoriatjons, which I would not 
exchange for many other c<HBiderations. There ire thne 
primnpal atreela, airanged something like the shape of a 
Y, and here at every step yen meet with good qieoimena 
of timber'fnuned houses, with atoriea projeoting <itu> above 
•notber, &ntaatie gables, old dates, and carringB peitaimng 
to the variona periods. And then such alleys, oonrt-yarda, 
and labyrinthine pieasgeo, as would compel a modm 
policeman to resign his battu in despair. Yet the antiqniliea 
have it not sU tbeir own way, for one tall chimney, if not 
more, informs the lounger that maau&ctniing enterpiiae 
and indoatiy have bkewise gained a footing here ; Hr. 
Huui^irey Brown, one of the members fur the borongb, 
employing numbers of the youthful popolatioli in bis eiten- 
dve silk footoiy. How changed the scene t For hero, 
where now the hum of machinery is heard, onee reooonded 
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die applanse of rank and beaaty, u die Lord of Berfcelejr, 
O'Neil, Foote, and other "stan," held Dp the dramatie 
miiToF to deUghted andienoes. Naila, leather, malt, lace, 
and oMtoD atockiDgB, are also among the mann&etarea of the 
toirn. By and bye you come to a hiaitu in the line o( 
buildings, and looking np yoa perceive the grey tower 
of the abbey chmtili — largo, maasiTe, Berene. But before 
we halt bere, for an inspection of this notJe eoclesiaadcal 
return, let ns on (47 the battle-field, to take a glimpse of 
the spot HI nnfortDiiately famonB in the annals of bloodshed. 
Yet aHhongh ibe tmuition btua "grare to gay" may ba 
■omewhat abrupt, vre dare not pus the bowUng-green, which 
ties afanoet beneath the shadow of the old abbey, without a 
word or two of reoognition. 

T is mid-wintor as I write this, yet my pen dances over 
the smooth page as though with an instinctive delight at the 
pn]q>eetive pleaaoree of the bowliBg-green. The beaatifol 
•ward, ao green and elaae-sbBTen, encloeed in a border of 
pathways and bowers, overhang with rosea and honeysucklet 
— the HlantiDg raya of the evening son lengthening the shadows 
on the grass — the bB.ppy participwits, clad in light breezy 
jacket or sttsw hat, dispened in knots, or moving with 
agility in the pursuit of thnr delightful game — the grave 
and reverend townsmen who peep out &om trellis-work and 
ivied nook, to which they have redred after the heat of the 
day, and send np their "crooked smoke to Out nostrils of 
(he gods" — all this, and more, my mental eye perceives. 
The time-honoured shades of Hadley, with its unrivalled 
velvet toif, and the daauc enclosure at Woroeater, where 
flie jolly eraporations of the last century bawled awi^ the 
poblio funds — both theae I have in affectionate remetnbrance^ 
with one or two other spota not leea dear lo nteoMry and 
the asaocialimB of friendship. And although it has not been 
my good fortune to visit the rural retreat at Tewhesbni; 
during the aeaam, yet as I naw pMsed by it I fimcied die 
voioeaof many enthasiastio b)YerB of the sport sainted my car: 
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" Man the jack I" " Thamb biaa I" ' Hind tlist In liMs to 
the trig I" "Now 6»!" "Ah, he's had t, aqiiilt aad a 
tw«ed)e !" aod ao fortb. Then only think of the mnll^lied 
enjormuita which nuuif a vetenui na doubt eKperimcee here, 
Bi ha rita in cool ahade, handliog bia Broaelej, watching 
tlie akill and a^it^ of hie more youthful frienda, admiring 
the beantf of the spot, the aplendoni of the aetling son, and 
Oio broad and impregaive Ehadowa of that glorions edifioa 
which for aeven hundred yean hatt lookad dawn upon tho 
sbaqnered pursuits and recreationB of the auTTonnding popn- 
latiod. To lua reflecting mind, now tinged with the hnes of 
adrsndng ago, the pleaamei of thi« life would be intarmingled 
with more aolenui bat not leas grateful aaHotnationa, while tha 
grey architecture of this fine old temple oonld not ful to 
remind him of the fleeting nature of baman joya and tha 
pemunenee of that futnre state to which be will pan when 
ha shall have "bowled his laat" Tha more ri^ reader, 
I tmat, will pardon me for baring aaaociated scrioua and 
profiuie Bubjeota, but for the life of me I could not avoid 
making a paaaing alluaion to a reoreation which is at onoe 
iBtioual, genUe, aaenlific, health-giving, apleen-diapeivng, and 
infinitely more fit ibr a g«itleman than cricket, or any other 
fleld-aport of the kind. 

At length we have arrived at the field of blood. It ia 
situate bnt a few hundred yai^ bom the oatskirt* of die 
town. Here, on this quiet and romando spot waa (bnght 
the last Bangauiarj battle of "the roaee" — temdnatiDg 
that protracted contention which abed ao much of the beat 
blood of the land, and gave the dea^i-blow to feodaUan. 
The Doke of Someraet, Lord W«ilock, the Prince Edward, 
the Earl of Devraahire, and others of Oie 3,000 who were 
alwn ber^ now lie in the abbey church, where many of 
the Lancastrian army Sed for aanctnary, bnt were dragged 
forth, amigned aa trahora before the Dukes of York and 
Nufolk, convicted, and beheaded on a aoaffold erMted in 
the otmtre of tha town. A honae is yet ntaniting hsn^ I 
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betisre, in whiah it is ipid the joas^ Piinoe of Wales iraa 
■tabbed by Uie king^ folbnrem, and os an oaken floor, 
•till pnaerred, the blood is pointed out ; though one ohnmidec 
daolana that he "ma taken Qennge to the toune wards, and 
■layne in the fielde." The nnfoTtanata Qjieen Margaret 
WH found conceded in a vraj^n, binting with terror 
(aaoUier antfaranty says she was found hid in a religions 
house), and was sent off to the Tower, where she remained 
in oapbvit; until she was ransomed bj Louis XI ot France. 
Ihe acenes that occurred in ooDneetlon with this battle are 
well ImowD from the pages of Shakspere, as well as from 
the histodee. Hall and Holingshed ore the two prindpal 
antboritiee, and it appears that Shakapere wrote with Hall's 
"Cbroniole" before him. The ate of the last defeat oF the 
brare queen was, to some eiteat, altered about twenty 
jeara ago. It was then the property of Mr. Hartland, and 
he employed for some time a considerable number of men 
in IsTelling entrmehments. During these excaTatiottt, a large 
nnmber of cannon balla and other reUca of ancient nxmwuj 
were Grand. In the Civil Wara of the •erealeenih ceDtaty 
Tewkesbury also took part, and was held during the greater 
part of the struggle by the Pariiamentuiana. 

The history of an abbey church is that of the abbey, and 
the history of an abbey is that of the town ; into neither of 
which is it my proTinoe to cmter, but merely to eldm the 
cream of voIdhudoub records, and present ao much of it aa 
b necessary to ixninect together and render intelli^ble my 
" stray notes." Tewkeebniy had a similar orjpn to that of 
Malvern and many other old abbatial towns. A pious reclaae 
took a fancy to the spot, and becoming &mona for hia wise 
and holy couikseb, his viutors called (he place alter his 
name-_Theac ; hence Theoc's-bncy, and by process of improved 
spelling, Tewkesbury. Two powerful Mercian cbief^ Oddo 
and Doddo — whose deeds are mixed up with the dironlclea 
of Fershore Abbey, Dudley Castle, and many other places in 
~ ~ le spot so eaered that they founded 
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> monaBtery here in 71S. One Fiu-Hsmm, s NonnMt, btiili 
the preeent cboroh kbont 1102, when the monastciy ma 
rebuilt tui ntised to the (Ugnity of tn abbe;. The importance 
of the eetabliehnient may be eetijnated Cram the bet that it 
■GOD afterwarda beoame the depoutoi; of one of tbe original 
oopiea of Magna Cbaita. From tills time the abbey continned 
to Inoreaae In pioqierity and aubetantial poeseauona — Robert, 
Evl of Oloneester (bastard aon of Heniy I), tbe Do Claree, 
De Spencen, and Nevillea, brang among its moat munificent 
benefiotoFB. Of tbU Earl of Qlonceeter tiie monkiah hiatoriana 
record, with gratefbl and affectionate remembrance, tliat 
" he waa wont, orery Smiday in the year, to have the Abbot 
of Tewkeabory and twelve monka to dine with him." Peace 
to hia aah«8t Among the abbots of Tewfceebury were aevcnd 
diatingniahed moi of literary cdebrity, inelnding Abbot Abn 
(1186), the Mend and biographer of Thomaa it Beeket, and 
John Wakeman, the laat abbot, who, when the tntnalation of 
the Scriptures waa revised in the time of Heniy VIII, waa 
appointed to Inspect the most arduous part — namely, tiie 
SevelalioBt. At the period of the Reformation, Tewkesbory 
Abb^ waa among the most wealthy in tbe kingdom; indeed 
tbia was the more probable Seom the circomstanoe that 
Olouceeteishire (then in the dtoceae of Worcester) aeema to 
have always taken the lead in the west of England M 
regarded the number and importance of its religious edificea, 
wbicb gave lise to the once popular proverb — " As siire aa 
God's in Qloocestershire." The rent-roll of the abbey at 
the Diaaolntiou amountad to £1,596. Is. M, an enonoons anm 
for those days, and the aervants on the establishment were 
no lees than one hondred and forty-four 1 Abbot Wakeman 
was peosjoned with fonr hmtdred nutfka, and made fint 
Protestant Bisfai^ of Gloucester, (be having winked at tbe 
royal act of spoliation ; bat the inferior inmates were not to 
b« "robbed ot their batt«c^baal8 " by any artifice, and the 
visitiwa hod to destroy by fiio that portion of the establishment 
whMi they occnpied befijre they could be snbdned. It ia 
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worthy of record Out the Tisiton broDgbt no charge of 
ImmoT^it; i^ainBt the inuutee, but apeak of them oa peTBons 
leading moat exemplai? liTea — an honoanble exceptioa to the 
genenl rale. The land and buildinga belongiog to the abbey 
were acid or deatroyed, u " aupentitiaQB and BoperflDOOB ;" 
bat the Defender of the Faith waa conTioeed by a oogent 
irgmneat that the church itself waa not a Bnpemtitions 
building, and graraoaaly consoled, on leceipt of £4£3 paid 
to bim by the psrish, to permit it to remain ■« a paroehii^ 
diarah. Had not tbia paltry aam — the then estimated worth 
rf the materials atone — baen fbitheommg, this benutifiil monn- 
rncot of art and devotion would now have been unknown 
except aa a thing of hiator?, and ita aite colj marked hj a 
few mouldering itonea or a onimbling wall. The church, 
the gate-hon«e, portiona of the ban, aa abo veatigee of the 
^iatera and lady chapel, are now all that remain of thia 
once Ihmoua cotaUiahment. The preseot abbey-houae was 
no doubt built with Bome of the materials at the abbey. A 
campanile, m bell tower, formerly atood in the churchyard, 
but waa remored a few years ago, after having aerred for 
upwarda of two oentaries aa the common gaol of the borough. 
Ita place is now supplied by a national achool. 

The church is built in the usual cathedral form, and 
conriala of a ohoir, terminating in a polygonal apae, and 
a ni r oim dej by an aiale, from which branch out a nninber 
of eh^ela, ^so polygonal in their (inm (the lady chapel, 
which oecu^ed the eaat eod, !e deatroy ed) ; a cential tower, 
with nwth and aonth transepts, the latter having a dnnlar 
•pee; a nave, with aiales north and BOutb, from which it ia 
divided by ranges of masaive cylindrical columns with round 
arches ; a apamoua porch attached to the north aisle, and 
on the Booth aide are the remains of cloistecB, which were 
entered from the drarch by an enriched door, now blocked 
up. The weat end presenta an raiainoDS round aicb, sixty- 
five feet in height, and thirty-fbur feat wide, receased in aix 
ordera, Bupported by shafts, and flanked by two beautifiil 
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tDirets with spireB. This enimaoiiB arch (pntbKbly the most 
mBgnifieent Noraum speeimoa in Enghtnd) is filled ap with 
K window erected in 1686. The whole length of (he dnireh, 
t&ken at the height of the choir punpet, is >baDt 281 feet f 
width of nsTO and aiele^ extematif , aeventj-nine feet ; height 
of tower, 13S feet ta inehea. These dimengiong attest th« 
almost cathedral chaiaoter of the noble edifice ; and with 
regard to its rtylee, Mr. Petit juatly obssrres — "The s^^ 
which prevailed at the period to which the oldest uid most 
oonudeiable part of this edifice belongs, thongh it may not 
hare attained the gnweM elegance and varie^ of enoeeeding 
styles, yet abonnds with interest, both as poaseesng in itself 
mndi grandeur, and as exhibiting the germs of future dsreli^ 
ment. The study of it leads ns into a wide field, from the 
multitude of examples which it pressnis to us: eathediala 
and cbnrdwB of the fint magnitude, as well as diapeh of the 
simplest description, are fonnd, which may be refen«d to it ; 
and, like the Gothic baildings of a later age, they exhilrit 
both the genfflal charseteristics of style and also the peenliar 
chanteteriatim of leaahty. This church is the more Tslnabto 
to the student, inasmudi as its general plan and outline were 
preserved when a part of it was rebuilt in an advanced 
style of Painted architecture ; and it thus, at the wme time, 
furnishes the contrast of two very differait styles in doae 
juita-posilion to eeoh other, while it retains the genenJ 
sapeot of a pnre Norman chncch." It is marrellona indeed 
with what &oili9 and graca the mediaval masons dore- 
tuled one style mto another; Ibr inetance, the Ferpeudicular 
apwi the Nennan of Glonoeeter CathedraL The exterior 
efTeot of Tewkesbury church is can«derabiy modified by the 
absence of the high-pitched roof of the nave, as indicated 
by the wetitiier-tDouldings oo the west waU of Hie tower, 
which imparts to this end of the ediftce an unfinished or 
ruinous ^>pearance ; but the eye is soon drawn upward to 
tin masnve and lofty townr, which, like the nave, is para 
Norman throngbout, and ia one of the most beautifol specimens 
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utMrt, being ■> paduatcd by the different width of it* MftgM 
IB to loee aU appeuvnca of hotTiauB, uid •» omamenisd 
b; gnecfnl anade woA u to eontraat greatly with the 
iBDal pbinneeB of Norauui toweis. The windows in the 
tower are the original ones, being the only windowi of that 
s^le in the whole building which have remuned unaltered. 
The ohiHT and chancel are encircled by Bainta' chapela, of 
which Mr. Petit renurka, that, " in their preMnt Mate, 
with their deep reeeaaee, forming the most etriking oontcaMa 
of Ught and shade, their rich aasemblage of nonnmttital 
reniaina, their fine Tsnltiiigs, and the oocasonal glimpse* 
they affiird of the magnificent punted windD¥ia which snr- 
ronnd the choir, I know of teii ucliitectural oompuitiona 
eqnal in eoleninily to the eaatero ki»lea of Tewkeebttry 
ehnmh." Tlieee obapela, tbongh belonging to the fonrtemih 
«aitary, fuDy hamMHiise with the Norman Rtrootore to which 
they are attached, Onp of them ii known as St Ediaiuid 
the Martyr's. This saint is sud to haie been ibot with 
amw* and beheaded, while a wolf waa defending him. The 
legend ia still represented in stone on the roof of the ehapeL 
There are other ch^xls in Tariooa parts of the church, 
inolnding the Countess of Warwick's chapel, beneath the 
tower ) a small ehjqiel on the east side of the south transept, 
Mntaiuing an aneicDt relio, believed to be the remains of a 
(tune altar ; and abore this chspel a dark eell, tisditionally 
denominated " The Mtms* PrisoQ." 

The ehinr ia nndonbtedly the moBt besutifnl and impreaeiTO 
part ol this iutemting edifice. Though one of the finest 
gpedmcDS of Dcoorated work in the kingdom, it is engnkfled 
on the original Norman plan, and, with its finely moulded 
pier arches, its large clerestory windows, glowing with the 
finest painted glass (of the tonrteenth ouitDiy), the minute 
and intricate tracery of its vaulted roof, and so nnriTalled 
laoge of monmnental stmctures, to which the umplidty <tf 
the pieis give* an effect of sUll greater richness, fiU the eye 
and mind with the glories of the fourteenth snd fifteenth 
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MDtnriM. Both ehkneel and ane »n eonspieaoiii for onrbels, 
■npportiDg tlie ibafb* leading to the roof, and Hbewue tor 
bosses, wliiidi pusess >11 the boldneas of design aod freedom 
of execution noMsaary in carved work inteaded to be geen at 
ao gnat an altitude. Casts were t^en in 18S3 of some of 
the most admired figures and bosses for tbe ooDuntssioaers of 
tbe New Ciyvta] Palace Company. Tbe following are the sub- 
jecla of some of the beat specimeaH : " The Day of Penteooat," 
in which there are fifteen perfect fignrea with a dove hovering 
over them ; *■ Chriat and the Virgin ; " " Qod the Father ; " 
" The Besorrcetion ; " "Angel playing (Tmbals ;" " The Entry 
into Jemsalem;" "The Virgin fin^g Clirist in the Temple}" 
" Wiae and foolish Virgins ;" and " Tbe Star of tbe East" 
The aubjecta in those of the efaanoel are erowned beads, " Tbe 
Temptation of Adam and Eve," beaatilbl foliage, and snns and 
stars (which, however, have lost their spkndoor, having "paled 
their ineffectual fires" before the great light of the Refor- 
nation) ; those in the nave are scriptural characters, angels, 
and heads of benefiutors or contnhutors. Nor is the nave, 
with its antiquity aod masive Norman grandsur, leas likely 
to attract the viaitor'a attention. Here al« wghteen qiindrical 
eolumns, di feet three inches In diameter, and twenty-seven 
feet high, from wbiiA spring semi-circular ardies, supporting 
a trifhrium and elereatory ; the whole terminated by tho 
magnificent and lofty western window before-mentioned. 

This dinrch has been mneh resorted to, since the rsviv^ 
of artistic taste, by architects and othos in quest of examples 
and models. Tbe lata Mr. Pngin is sud to have surveyed 
some of the details of the carving with rapture, and copied 
them with religious care. It was probably he who pointed 
out to Mr. Barry the exqninte and elaborate Gothio traeery 
still visible over one of tbe arches which formed the now 
demolished cloisters. Thst gentleman had fitithfol working 
models made of them lor the interior arcbee of the Victoria 
Tower, London, where they may now be seen freshly cut and 
fonnmg the most striking effect in tbe boildiDg. 
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Tbt lomMM of tbs roof of TevkMbnr; dmrcfa, in oom- 
pmriaon wiUi llw width tlua^, probkU}' detnol* tomewliM 
bom the general effect : tlui^ 1 find, is mi individiutl 
ohaneteriBtie, and not one nnxMariljr belonging to the 
Normui a^Ie. Another nndonbted improTemeiit might be 
•fiiacted hj the removal of the organ into one of the tnneeplB, 
and the snbetitntiDU of a glazed Deoomted aereen between 
the nave and choir, deaigned so aa to barmoniae with the 
beautafal srchiteotnre of the latter. The south window at 
the west end of the nave (now blocked np) ahould likewieB 
be opened, nor private faitereala be allowed to interfere with 
the heaotj' of tbii noble building. 

The nunnitiraitB here pnaent a oomplete giadation of 
euunplea from the Earlj English to the present time, and 
are almost nnrivalled tor beauty, variety, and rafity, beaidea 
bung eonnected with the moet stirring passages in our hiatajy. 
How the]' escaped the zeal of the Puritaaa, when so much 
beside waa deetrojed here, is a problem. During the Civil 
Wan Am saeted building was, aoooiding to the oulom of 
the time, tamed into barraoks and stablM by the soldiETj ; 
and it is said that nntil the last half century perfomliona 
MUained in the pillars of the nave, containing books and 
trtaplee, and also the racks from which the hocsle were fed. 
The splendid moQumente therefbie which still remun are 
but a small portion of what the chnich once contained. Soma 
of the ancient abbots lie ixiaifartably hons«d in huge stone 
cofBna, planed in niches in the walla. The study of these 
remuna of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, and the varied 
ioima of the crosses and other decorations with which they 
abound, will affiu^ high interest. One of these is the .tomb 
of Abbot Alao, the Mend and Uogmpher of rbomas i BeckoL 
The renowned warrior and reputed fonnder of the ohorah, 
Fitt-Hamon, lies in an altar-torab, cooled by Abbot Parker 
in 1397, enclosed in an elegant mortuary chapel uonh of the 
choir. The Deqiencers, Beauchamps, De Brians, Clares, and 
others, lie around the choir, diiefly under sploidid canopies. 
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enriched with »c«lptBre of the moet light and graeefnl 
descsiptka; Mid here, too. It i> bdiered, repoee the tahea ol 
Ae cebhiatad Chuiwae, <riM ended hb daji, la the reedera 
oT English hiitorj know, in & butt of Ukhnsejr wine. (I should 
like to know whether the wine bad an; l^animng m&aeaeai 
in presenilis tlie bod; of the deoMsed. The records are 
silent as to what became of the wine afterwarda; bat from 
the improved flaTonr imparted to old Jamuoa rum bjr 
the bodies ot the niggers occanofujl; imported into this 
oounb;, it ia posuble the HalmsS]' in qneation proved to 
be not only rich and fruitj, hot to hare a good bodg in 
it) Tlie marble effigiee of a knight and hie ladj, oo the 
lomb north of the ohanesl, whether the; repreaent the Duke 
and DochesB of Oarence or Hugh le Deepenaer the third 
and hia wife, wiU arreet almost the first attentioa of the 
Tiutor, Irom its b«og a singnlart; interesting speaimea 
of andent dress, armour, and scnlpture. Another celebiated 
monoment is that of Sir Gay de Brian, whose statue, in 
alabaster, ia placed beneath a carious vanlled canopj. This 
knight was acUvelj engaged in the wars of Edward III and 
Riuhord II. He was also a great benehctor to the chnich, 
having aj^roprialad certain rente in the eitf of Bristol for 
the good of his own soul and the soul of Elizabeth, his wife, 
and " annexed the profits to the office of sacriat in Tewkea- 
bni7, and to the priest who shall aaj the first maas fbr the 
■aid Goido every day, in the chnndi of Tewkeebiu^, at the 
altar of St Margaret, with these fallowing prayers : ' God of 
his mercy, &c.,' for his smriTing kindred; and 'TneUne, O 
Lord, &c.,' for the dead kindred ; the nuss of the Trinity 
on Sunday ; the mass of the Holy Ghost on Monday ; the 
mass of St Thomas on Tnesday ; the nuus of the Holy Rest 
on Wednesday ; the mass of the AseenHon on Tbuisday ; the 
mass of the Holy Cross on Friday; the nam of St Ktry 
on Saturday; and whatercr priest shall thna ofBdate Ibr » 
week shall reedre twenty-one pence ; and whoerer shall aele- 
hrate mass on his anniversary day, or on the amiTersaiy day 
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of hb wife Glimbeih — if the abbot, he shall receive 5a.; if 
the prior, 3s. 4d. Who reads tbe Ghnpel on thoae iaja 
■hall have 8d. ; who reads the Epistle shall have Sd. ; wbo 
holds the patten shaU have 8d. ; tbe precentor and bis two 
asaistanlB afaall have 6d. apieoe ; the prior shall have 2d. ; BDd 
eveT7 monk shall have 4d." There is likewise a rich moan- 
mental chapel of tvo atories, vaulted with a &n loof, with 
pendents, erected by Isabel, CountASS of Warwick, to her 
first fauaband, Richard Beanchamp, Earl of Worcester, who 
was slain at the siege of Meaax, in France, in 1129 } and 
here tbe oonntees was benelf interred. The monnmeiit to 
Sit Edward le Deepenaer ia a Perpendieular cb^el of (wo 
bajB, with wiodowa of five lights and a faa roof; on the top 
is ft esnopy, containing the kneeling figure of a knight ; and 
some of the original paindng still remains in this chapeL In 
(me of the ohapels at the east end is the tomb of Abbot 
Wakeman (the last Abbot of Tewkesbor; and fiist Bishop 
of Gloneester), who is popularly known as "the starved monk," 
from the circumstance that he is represented by a cadaverous 
or emadated figure in stone, with reptiles orawHng; over 
vanons portions of the body. I need ecarcely add that it 
was tbe euBtom at that time to r^resent poor humanity in 
thi* despised abape, both by painting and scalptnre. Mr. 
Digby Wyatt, one of the agenta of tbe New Crystal Palace, 
caused eastings to be taken of this curious tomb for the 
Exbibition, Tbe resting place of Prince Edward, who was 
aaiaiwinated after tbe battle of Tewkesbury, is indicated b; a 
modem brass plate, let into a slab, on the floor of the ohoir ; 
■ad th« bodice of tbe no&rtunste nobles slain at that time 
also repose in this cbnrcb, but their exact portions have not 
been ascertained. Specimens abound here of the quaint and 
conceited style of epitaph which prevailed in the sevmteenth 
century, among which are the fallowing : 
"Hen ratetl 

fnnd God, mi &IUifu! to hit coontr; and frtaadi, good to the poor 
iDd tha commimiiMltli, and Jnst to all meD: who left ui Juiuuy, 
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One to ElMnoF Freeouui, who died 16£3, i^ed twentj-one: 
" A firjlno blin»ciB» In hat Hivj, 
Of jooUi kod TflTtDU tuniftd to cla)*: 



Bhnle riK ■ itarn that (ell ■ flown.~ 
nraro mrA libeviM some emiouB eazij Bpedmam of Mroalica 
— the fidlowiog to Thomu Henatt, 1GG9: 

" T hongti Milf MoDH Hhita Ilia raider'i a^, 
H en In dKip ilEeiice prHl«u duit doLh U« 
O iBooiti; ilagiilQi In DaUta'i mlgbt; itora, 

A tkiut Dantli'i MnMiom Iimb who d«t ni^iig, 
B tun » modi surlt dM bli Ula nalgn. 



1, tb* Poor ud Nndf ei 



Uottli at aaa hi monli el ascc Ioth. 
Dl ttmm n tern tamnrii muu mealili i 
Bt o^lal dntna am pumtt dub. 

TIta plji rnon aR, mon mlU ilu plM 
; JaluDBBt TlgUn» Drta» crodAtq, potfloti, 

4u Faci Don eit mDllli nd Ailn ila, 
T : Ta KriptoFa TOcal, la aarmD aoclHia mater ; 
T: Taq. nMit ipoiiaiu iptrltBi atqna paMr." 
Thiu UlermD; touiaUted : 

" In ttab tomb Uei burlad AmJa Ibt wif* of Jobs WUtt of Ttwiiaa- 
bnrj, laDUsmMi, vbo bnUbad onl b«r iplrlt the SHb of AugiiH — 
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TM brida, Uia uplrlt. ud Iha Fitltaar IdtIM tbH." 
I likewise noticed here Ihe fallowing, upon one " John EranH, 
a seabring man," 1706 : 

"Tbo* Boreal blasts Had Ncptnoa'i mm 
BtkTU tonod mo to and frO| 
YM bi d«iill« Hi bolb. by Ood^ iBon*. 
I harbour ban balow. 

With mao; of out fleeta. 
Oar faiwal, Cbiat, M maata." 
There are wme modern monuments here not nnwoi^; of 



mdnding one by Flaxman to Lad; Cl*rk (IBOO), 
and hate and there are lengthened inscriptionB intended 
OdI; to flatter hereditary pride and fiuuilj dignity. Such 
memonals an these, which may be pused by with a smile 
of pity, not onfreqnently call to my recollection the s^e 
obserratioii of the Eni^t of La Mancha: "Fot thou muit 
know, Saneho (ntyg ha), tliat there are two binds of lineages 
in the world : soma tiiere are who derive their pedigree 
&om princes and monalcbs, whom time has gradually 
redneed until they have ended in a poiot like a pyramid ; 
othen have had a law ori^, and have risen by degrees 
until (hey have become great Uirie ; bo that the diflerence 
is, that some have been what they are not now, and others 
are now what tbey were not before." This indeed appears 
to be the true philoaophj of the matter, and the observa- 
tion of the satirist shonid operate as a seasMiable check 
upon the absnidities which are not nnfirequentl; gencntted by 
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oTentiuned notions of aiM«Btrtii antiquity. Whea Benjamin 
of TodeU tniTe11«il in the east (1163), at Meirun he saw 
a Bepulebre of a c«labrated teaofaer of the law who was awd 
to bare Iractd Au dticent fram one of the ikeleUmi retlortd 
to Hft by At proplut Exekitl! 

An elegant eonntii /tunt, from a deaign b; Pogin, waa 
reeently presentod to the cborcb by the Rer. C. Allen, of 
Biuhley, and is pteced in tbe choir. The organ h«» 
originaltf belonged to Magdalen Gtllege, Oxford. Olirer 
Cromwell, who woa fond of music, and particularly of that of an 
organ, waa so delighted with tbe harmony of this instnuuent, 
Ibat when it waa taken down from its alation in the college, 
aooordiag to the Puritanical bumonr of the dmea, as an 
abominable aguit of soperatition, he bad it conveyed to 
Hampton Court, where it was placed in tbe great gallery 
fbr bid amusement. It remained there till the RestoratiDn, 
when it waa sent back to Oxford ; but another organ having 
been presented to the oollege, it was in tbe year 1737 
remored to Tewkesbury, 

In the chucohyard is a memorial to John Hart (who died 
in leOO), the sixth descendant from Shakspere. William 
Shakspete Hart, son of tbe above, died in lS3fi. A jng, 
a peneU-ttase, and a walking stdck, aaid to have belonged 
to tbe great bard, are still preaerred as invaluable raliea 
by acme of tlie tbmale descendants of the William Hart, 
who married Shakipere's favourite aialor Joan. The lineal 
descent ceased with tbe poet's granddaughter, the wife of 
Sir John Barnard, of AUngdoa, near Northampton. 

Next to the abbey church the andent gate-hoaae demands 
attention. It is supposed to have been erected by Abbot 
Parker, at the beginning of the fifteenth centniy, and has 
been restored bj ila present owner, Hr, Martin, M.P., 
under the lUrecticn [of Mr. Hedland, arcbit«ct It is 
roofed with wroughtj timbers in panels, with carved and 
moulded braiiketo,''snpparted by stone corbels with carved 
heads, and shields bearing appropriate devices. 
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The bialorieB of tbe ooim^ prove tbU dramatic per- 
fomuaoea were fbrmerl; mocted &t Tenketbuiy kbbey 
church, oeeording to the caatom oT the middle agea. The 
following entriM are stated to bave been recorded ia the 
charafavardens* books: "A.D. 157B, pud for the players 
geen, six sbeepakiiia for Christ's garments ; " and nnder date 
of 1686, "Order eight heads ol hair for the Apostlea, and 
ten beards, and a bee or vizor lor the Detil ! " An 
entry also appears in the baihff's book for 15S4 : "Laid out 
{y thent tatio plt^/eri, in wine to the justice*, rent for (heir 
tnarkel standing, and to the clerk of the market, and in 
seoeechal money, £3. 1 6s. Gd." Among tbe parish documents 
ia preserred the bill of Hr. John Copner, for erecUng, 
in 1726, an altar on the nle of the original one in the 
vestiy of the abbey : flie foUoiring are iteow : 



OutIiv Um pedlmenl, Ifae opitali or lbs pUuten, 

tiu poti or DiiUi ACp . 33 10 

LtUaiag tbe Lord'i pnyer, CK«d, Sec . , 6 12 3 

For a cu«, wblQh vu ^veo to Mr £. Bndlnry 

fi>r hl# gnat trDabt« ud can in th« cbmcb repain 10 8 

The aiunent charitiea of tbe paiish were eomewbat exteodve : 

among dieoi were several sums left for support of schools ; 

tor widows and other housekeepers not receiving alms ; 

tor a sermon on Good Friday ; for a Bermon on tbe anni- 

veiBary of a teatalor*a death, and keephig his grave-stone 

in repair ; to be lud out in land for the minister, his 

aaiislant curate, and for the poor ; for ooats and gowns for 

old people, and espedally for ux poor nuuds or widows not 

receiving parochial relief ; to the widows in tbe atmshoueM ; 

for the repsjre of Ae church ; for the repuTB of tbe Long 

Bridge ; for six sermons preparatory to the sacrament, &c. 

Tewk«bary contains likewise a new church, erected in 1837, 
called Trinity chnrch, beeidea numerous places of worship for 
dissenters, a free grammsr school, seveisl almBhonses, and 
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otbcr b«tie*olent iwtitatioiu. Amongat ill madam improve- 
mente U a vecy elegant iron bridge erected Mtom the Sercra 
at an eipeiue of upwards ot £36^00. 

The population of Jemietbaxj i» about fi/tOO. The liring 
ia a Ticarage iu the gift of the Lord Chancellor ; raloe, 
about £3fiO. Vicar, the Rar. C. G. Daiies. Clerk, Mr. 
Hoere. Verger, Hr. Holder. Ooe of the Holdcra died 
in 1S42, aged eighty-three, who had beeo for neariy for^ 
Jean pariah deA, 
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BY SPECIAL APPOINTMENT TO HE« LATE MAJESTY 



^ 



QUEEN ADEUAIDE, 
A.SD HBB BOTAL HIOHITBSS THE DUCHEBS OF KENT. 



ROYAL PORCELAIN HOUSE, 

1, BROAD ^FKEET, WOBCESTEB. 



ARUS, CRSSTS, ^., SXECUTBD IN THE FISST STYLE. 

LOOKING GLASSES! 

LOOKING GLASSES! 

PICTURE FRAMES! 

PICTURE FRAMES! 

E. F. JOHXSON, 

CARVER ANB GILBER, 

17, MEALCHBAPEN 8TEEET, 

(Star ttie Mmte Ball, out ntnutE'i walk fivm like CnM) 

W©E©S8TSIR, 



■ THAOE IM QENtRAL, I 
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VICTORIA HOUSE. 



BY APPOINTMENT TO HER LATE MAJESTY 
THE QUEEN DOWAGER. 



MESSBS. SCOTT & COMPANY 

BEa i r Et. T: r i ii ,LT iatiodu« tbOt EatabUabment to ths Pablic in 
genenU, u oSbrlng the pteuUar adTantoge of poansilnB ft Stock 
wbleh comblneth Ibe 

Ufclefit Desnrititlon of ^an^iombU IPretta 

PLAIN, USEFIIL, AIM) INEXPKNSIVE 



THE GREATEST VARIETY AND CHEAPNESS. 
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An ezeonted with the greateat cue uul ngurd to the Rpproved 
FaghlaoB ilk 

DKESSES, MILLINEEY, 
OEKEIUL WAHDROBE OF A LADrS COKPLErE TROUSSEAU. 



HOUSEHOLD IINEN OEDEBS 

MBd« up far Fmmllies, in complete adSt or to loatcta, at Tery 
moderate ebBrgeo. 

raSSKTKD m VAUILY TilMinirn ^a.. 

Without charge, to matob In Cloths, Ifa^lna, SUps. &o. tn. 



UOUBNING OBDKBS 

MESSES. SCOTT AND COMPANY'S 



BLACK BILKB, CACHMERBB, . 

PARAIUnAS, COBURBS. i WOVEK t PRfJITED FABRI08, 



OKAPE BONNETS, MOURNINS CAPS, 

MAHTIiXB. bo, 

COMPEISS TBE LAI 



FUNERALS 



ttaaaant ahb se&w btbeeis, woBcxsiEa. 
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EDWIN GARDNER, 

IMALTSTER, 

COKN AND SEED FACTOR, 

16, BRIDGE STREET. 

*» Igoit for tb« Weft of ZngUnd Hie Mid Lib iBinnuuM OfflM. 

OFFICE— SODTH PARADE. 

^f ALFRED BARNETT, ^ 
GROWN FAMILY HIFTEL AND COMMERCIAL INN, 

BROAD ffTBEBT. WORCESTER 

POSTIKB, HEARSE, AND HOURHINfi GCAGHES. 
EXTENSIVE STABLING AND LOOSE BOXES. 

LOCK-UP COACH HOUSES. 
n Ordm nctf Ttd for Honea to maat th« Tnlnj M Bp^ttMe) pa 



W. HUNDLEY, 

jffBSnumsit, So., 



SEVER! SAUDI, BAIIIIEL CmERS IN SEASO*. 

A r^nlar mipply of all kinds of Fiah ttom tha Si>t Fnhmsi 

and AUrketa in tha Kingdom. 
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FBEAKE, 

nPHOlSTEEEB ASB CABINET MASUFACTUEEE, 

TO HER lAJESTt gUEEII ADELAIDE, 



Air nrai'EcTioH 07 tes bfacioitb wabe-booxs, 

No. 11, ST. SWITHIN STREET, 

fSix doori frttm CAe Groiit 
la mpectfollf Hdititeil. where la ilmTa dlaplm^ed m nust eitouiite 
■nd genenkl uaortmeDt of Superior and Fuhioiinble Fnruitiire, ell of 
WBmnted qnallt^, and marked Id flgnm at the loveat pclcea. 

Berenl enltea of Farnltim In Boaewood. Walnut, U&bogau;, hn., 
from Terr cbcdoa new de^gai. 

FREAME'8 OMGrNAL CARPET WJUIEH0U8ES 



DAMASKS, TABARETa, TOURNAY3, CHINTZES, ttO. 
In vtay miatj of gt^la and quiiUtT- 

TMB STOCK or FAJPIEE HAnOinOB, 

Onuteting of tokdj thonsaud pleue. aflbidi greet l^cilltr fbr eeleotloD. 

Hw pMtenu are oeir, and Inolcde »me beeaClfal dengue in Freucli 

and deoonUre papcn. 

jruJiJtU&LB OAAB?ULLT OOHDVCIED. 
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RICHARD SMITH'S 
DESCRIPTIVE SEED LIST, 



ITo. 1 Ca!l«>lon oonUina !D qautioCUie bMtOudol 
Feu. wltb Fall qnantitleg of nwy cOer Fegelable 
fir a yeafi rupplp of ■ Uige QudeD . Prise £3 
No- 2, ft atuller qmntity of eqaully cdioICA aorti ..300 
No. 8, ditto, ditto, dlttA la rednced qnuiUtliia ..100 
Mo. i, GO sorta oF the Sheneiat Bdrdf/ Floaer Sadi, 

with deacriptln libels to each, peat free fi>r. . Id 

No. 6, S6 ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto 7 G 

Ko. 0, 24 ditto, ditto, ditto, ditto G 

A DraaarrcvK Pbiced Liar of Bona, for 1B54. grntti. 
WABHEB't Emfebob FeaB. tb« eaXOoA Ibr Beld crop. thereAre the 
nuiat pnfltable fin' JfodM. Of to cleu otr fiiT nimip*. 

Bishops Last ahd Bevt Aobicdi/icrai. Pea, rery eariy, and ■ 
wouderttal cropper. 

Cabbot, pAHtnF, Uahoold, Svzde, R^ Onus, permuient Putnra 
Gnu, CloTer, BalniUii. Vetches, and other Agricultnnd Seeda <rf tba 



filCHARD 8HITH, 

NURSERYMAN AND SEEDSMAN, 
WORCESTER. 



JOSEPH THOMPSON, 
GROCER AND TEA DEALER, 

28, MEALCHEAFEN STREET, 

WORCESTER. 

OIZ, PAINT, ASD COLOUa WASBBOUSX. 

BBTABLIBaXD 17BS. 
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THX BESTHEDIinC FOB ADTXBTISEIIENTS IK GEHEBAL 



Cj)t Wnmltt 3itt«lii, 

KuabUahed !■ It94. 

Tha WoBCEVTEB HutAU) bu been Ibr 7ein mt Ibt hetid of the 
WoroeitenUie Pna^ luTing ■ drcoUtioii naviy douMe ttut of orw 
o^AcT paper pubtiibed in the Goimtffi mnd oootiiiu a completfl dlgnt 
of ths Dam of the week, Kith ample detillB of IntennUngloolerenti. 
The HrBiyn li enUn]7 Independent of politloal put;, ind tdrcnlatea 
■mong ill rlinnrn and indiTidnala of erer; ihide of opinion. 

AOBIOITLTDBAL AND OOHMEBOUX IHTELLIIlSltOZ 



B RZPOBTBD BT ELEOTKIO TBLEaHAPH. 

TJBLISHED EVERY PKIDAT ETENINO AT 
7a, HiaH BTBBQT, 'WOBOSBTIIB. 

MISS LOCKE, 

No. ]*, FOREQATE SRTEET, 

OPPOSITE THE NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY, 

WOBCESTEB. 



^iT,Goo<^[c 



HENRY J. MAESHALL. 
TAILOB AND D BAP E B, 

^ofcMctt fCtatoia* StUktr, tet., 

15, ST. NICHOLAS STREET, 

WORCESTER. 



H. J. H. reipeotttillr anDouiuM to tbe Kobllitf , CIoKr. and Oentij 
of Wncotv and iU ^olnitr, that be bu kiwayi In Stak the 
FIRST STTI.E <^ MODERN TESTINQB, THOWSERDfQB, 
GENERAL FANCT QOODS, bo. 

He mlso gntefUlr koknowledgea tbe flattering lupport be tuu 
Utheito reeelTed i ud hnmblr soUoltlDg B eontliiiiuiee of tba nme, 
tMDraa bla etteemed PUrani tbat bla eflbrtt irill at all timee be 
exerted to giro them vMittjUion, 

H. J. H. p]edfe« hlmnlf to ^re peritet nttsthetlon to all Oentlemen 
who fMl uuuthI bf tbs ddbuj fit of tht^ Ttowhib. He ooD- 
fidentlf uinoaiKH bo an mike theae gannenti to hang gnoefttllf 
■Dd retain tbetr positloa nitb or witbout etrap* or bneea. Tbe 
ant moderate aoale of ohai^ee are adopted that will defy oompetldcHi. 

S.B. LIFERtEB ON TBE MOST MODERATE TERMS. 
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LADIES' BOABDING AND DAT SCHOOL, 

e, ESOAB BTBBBT, 

WORCEHTER, 

E. FREEMAN, 

BOOKBINDER, 

ICCODIT BOOK tUnFtCTORER UD nCRIIIE ROLER, 

EHIQKA^SaS A ©©PIPEBS-PLATl PSD SOT SK, 

IS. BROAD SesBST, WOTICS^PER. 



WBITIXra, LXTl^B, AITS HOO^E FAFBB 

Of anty doKiiptiDQ nuft qmllty. 

BH'TXIX.OFIIB, Xa?G., 

And (nr; crtlida eonDMOst «ttb iba tnds. on th« nost nuombte tarmi. 
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INSUHANCES AGAINST FIEE 



BIRMINGHAM FIRE OFFICE, 

UNION STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 

SSTABLISBBB 18tM. 

WORCESTER COMMITTEE OF SUPERINTENDEhlCE: 
O. J. A. WAi-aiH, Eaq, Sattai VillL 
J, P. Sbcfpakd, E*}^ FongMe StraM. 
James Sasb, XJt., High Street 



Tha biulniMa tf this old-estsbliilud OOoe hsi iMsn faocwsfuUy- 
oondnoted on the principle of ohu^og moderst« rmtu of premium, 
snd desllnc In ■ prompt mnd liberal iidrlt irlth all Loisea hj Fire. 

As some evldeace ot the desire of thli Office to conliibate ia tbe 
most eflbctoal manner to the tecority oT tlie Insnrad and the Public. 
It mar be mentioned that Ihls Company Tintnt^hn no kB Uian 
ttnenlii^ievtn Pint Qan Fibe EnoniES, all ataUowd In the Hidlaud 
IHstrtots, of wbich tbe foUowing are the 

ENGINE STATIONS IN WORCESTERSHIRE: 

WOBCESTBH. . . STANLEY PCMPHKBT, Abini. 



EiDDBRHINSTBR 



JAUES BATH AH 



AGENTS : 
W0Tce(t«r ft Helf^boDrtraod — STAITLE Y FDHPBBK Y, B, AxoMi. St. 
Aloetfer — Hr, Joa. Overborr. 



Bewdley— Q. (JrifflOu. 
Bredoo — Mr. Joseph IJoyd. 
Bromsgrore'^olm CordeU. 
Bromjpaid — James Dariea. 

Ciraioester — J. Creeae. 
Dtolttrlch— Jam« Emoas. 
Dndler—CF.Q.Oark and John 

I<swl1^tter. and W. Edwards. 

ETcaliam — E, Bnrllngham. | Studl^ — Jolm HicLarda. 

Bf ordH of ths Dlieotrat. 

WILLIAM SUCKLING, 



Eerefbrd — Thomas A'Cooit. 
Sidderminater— Jsa. Bathun. 
Ledbm? — JobD Burden, 
MalTem — B. Qreen. 
Ferabore— William Goodali. 
Bedditeh—W. T. Hemming. 

Q. W. PiHOOtt 
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G. W. T. LBWIS, 

STATIONEK, BOOKBINDER, 
^atmt MtXiitim VBtxCaov, 

eO, BBOAS BTBSliT, WOBCESTEK. 

BIBLES, PRAYEE BOOKS, 
CHURCH SERVICES IN GREAT VARIETY. 

Aooouirr books or evebt descbiftiof. 

HATS AND CAPS. 

THE BEST AND CHEAPEST EVER SOLD 

CHAPLIN'S 

WaOLBSALE AND RETAIL 

FREVCH AND ENGLISH HAT HAini7ACT0RY, 

79, HIGH STREET, WORCESTER, 
Wliere enrf kttlDle in the tnde i> kept, mud reiidavd at noh prbKt 
M DHUf uMlty the moat eeouomkad. 

OM*n trim tha oi>imtt7. endoaiiif; size round tba betd, depth of 
omni, width of brim, fca.. In Inchea, will Inmre > good fit, and be 
picmptlT ktMuded to. 

OAPa OP ALL KINDS IN PROFUSION. 
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EAiB ou'rnaQ o- thaobdhtaby. 

HADLEY, 

THX ZiOn'DON HAIB OUTTBB. 

His practice in Httir CuttiDg now exceeds 4CKI Hair Cntliilgs 

per month. Those LadicB uid Gendeman who Mklly nUne a 

good Head of Hidr, uid otberwhe approve of being rmpectfullj 

served without flatlei; or deception, will do well by giving him 

a call at 

72, HIGH STREET, WORCESTER. 

K&ailSa' OaVAH3V3A£ S&IA, 

OOMBB, BBUSEB&, BOAPe, fto. 

liai^ jWIra, Inn., 

ttiln~%xts5 %rMtx, 



FAMILY GSOCEET WAREHOUSE, 

ESTABLISHED UPWARDS OF A CENTURY, 

25, BROAD STREET, WORCESTER. 
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AN ALPHABETICAL CATALOGUE 

NEW WORKS 

fERAL AND MISCELLANEOUS LITERATURE, 



CLASSIFIED INDEX. 









Arotalteottwe. 

BioiTBpiir* 

Hiillxiiil'i lUinl) Htman • 
Ludii'i'i CiMail CntopvU* 
UKiiDilar'ieio|nftKlll'l»«>" 



nooks ofOenerKl OtIUtr- 



Botany anfl OnrdeDlnK. 






Tnnds'i ftuk «f liRlud 






lUiriChian.nlHlitnlcalTiU' 
BB*lia> AulHt BErrt 

HvUul'i (Lmll F1U.I10 ii-in!^ 






WeiUelBe. 



C»luJ'> DIcUoauT •! HeJlcl'I 



"^jjy* °.'' '- 



^^. 



lltri •mil'* KIHOTTaf ©r 



aeBCTKP>>T *>aa AttaBBB. 



l.indolfHH.ll.alr''^"'"^'^"!^*"" ^ 



ID Co."! CATALOOUE. 8 



WBtnral ■Utoirln 






(ltUT'l,slClTURa|[l>«'l>( ■ - 



Bwf' BHlS'oMMuiJ -"a^' ■ 






'■~~"S 



null-. B.hk^ailj^M . . 



g2*?,S:lc;_i...; 



■i 



CLASS tPlZD IKDZX. 



8BlU'>Ll.)''>li''ul'><*U|»nik - 

Koral ■portBa 



■"•riw-o.. 



Wkaulij^i Bwl uid LI n 






L»I>.c; 



s** F.l)B^!!l3!ldlH(CH>wlt>K. H 






VojmcoB and TntvMa. 



W'orka or VletloB. 



jbt ALPHABETICAL CATALOGUE 



NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS 



Hhbm. LONGUAN, BBOWK, GREEN, add LONGMANS. 



MISS ACTON'S MODEEN COOKERT-BOOK. 






ADDISON.— THE HISTORY OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS, 

Df CO. Alflion, 9(ihi InurTnili, lu.. Burliur abla*. TUrlUKIoa. ein«li4 

AIKIN.— SELECT WORKS OF THE BRITISH POETS: 
ANCELL.— A TREATISE ON TUBERCULOSIS, 



:Di»UinMt lUdWui. f KUaf In. ^li ii, w. clou. 



JOANNA BAILLIirS DRAMATIC AND POETICAL WORKS, 

nmrim la 0» Vi4wi I C««(lilai Iki Ptan on >U PuUmb UIicdUbukiu DnaiM, 
HtHiHl UiAdl, ri|lllTr Ftacil. ud Ablill» Bu>. Mcood Ulllon i bicladli[ > Lib) 
Vlr<«ic VIM i/&iiiIi»Um!hh. St'nuicnmtn.n^clsih. «'(]■.' bound la aHTons 



BAtNES.-THE LIFE OF EDWABD BAINE^ 

lauH.r.telkattoToailkalLH*!, IrkU IIh. W«ri Biiui, Aut 
1/ 111 Ctlitw Mmm/tlun. WItk * FinnU, •■tn"4 In liu by •'■ 



BANFIBLD.-THE STATISTICAL COMPANION: 

tklKniiluatlk^^iu^^lbi BrilUb PdiiIUIu ukln )■ IWl. Cmp 









BLAINE'S ENCYCLOP^DU OF EURAL SPORTS; 

Ur, • EOBrln* AcwiL HUuiteil, Fn«l«l.aW llMml>lh«.iit HiHIif • tlk«ttaC|IUIai. 
Ikom^lblr nrt>4 UUMi >Ilk H>lp« A^HUddi uuI iBBimaiau, ud nu-imi 
•ddlMoBirillymODBi, Tu IIMli47>— bw.Hd •UnM>e ti Honn ulHsiKmuiUf. 
Onbu. WUk »!-«*■ HI «■« W trt t l* . (H.tKMMaHd. 

BLAIR'S CHRONOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL TABLES, 
BLOOMFIELD,^THE GREEK TESTAMENT; 



NUU. n'»1|!Xim. an. U>,clolb. . 

BLOOMnELD.-THE GREEK TESTAMENT FOB COLLEGES 
BOURNE.— A TREATISE ON THE SCREW PROPELLER: I 



FEBUIUD IT Ul8(HB. LONOMAN ^KD CO. 7 

BOURNE.-A CATECHISM OF THE STEAM-KNOIHK, 

IHuMdn al Ike ItolinUi FrtKMu apiM •kick lu Ofoiiam iln~lh ud Iki PneUnI 

DniUa *(1U Kmcian.laln *Tfli MlMii w Hl~i. WLUi. luu KuliKM.uil Silhtifi i 

BRANDE. — A DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE, LITERATURE, 

EiRmI ui. IdlHd b¥ W.TTllniBb'. V.H-a.r- ud R-i luUIH br Df.J. Cutis. Hrd 
ikB.r<'b><u<csfniuil|li>clii«>[> UipFluaini, ud laneniu tV«>< Ii>f niUi 



BULL.— HINTS TO MOTHERS. 

lt«>i nHtin toMiiwQ) fiia«Ui-IIna»ti Mimxka.il>l£»i!i»iibl»eu.«lc.nM 
>i|K> HiuiUf . BtTHhiBUI.HJI. n>T UlUoa. VmliurafB. t>. clilt. 

BULL^THE MATERNAL MANAGEMENT OF CHILDREN. 

nutWT MUvUht luUluU*. HHllliHiik,n'fllilullkll^d.**Ft^anl. il. di 

BUNSEN.— HIPPOLYTUS AND HIS AGE j 
BUNSEN.-EQYPrS PLACE IN UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 

4b HlAtarinl L BTOfll^iulan, \/, rtfa Boolu- hj C- C J. Bhaiai. P-C.L. Truik 
llDBKn Ani FrtHnftf Pko «f KfTplkbi HtihHTI wllh an Efrpllu OnKBJHud DIeiIod-.^ 
nfruiaUli lk> I)jr<lu IHrlaldcl. Wllk'aur lUumUoH. ^t.wT^tL' 



Juki mil Buwi.iUtbu <( r*> LV ■/!>«» Ml 

BISHOP BUTLEE'S SKETCH OF MODERN AND ANCIENT 



BISHOP BUTLER'S GENERAL ATLAS OF UODERN AND 



THE CABINET GAZETTEER: 









HEW WOKKS AflD MEW 



THE CABINET LAWYER: 

■RD.-ENGLISH AGRICULTURE is 1850 hid 1851: 

t COM^ItlbD mmi PrantfU, Br Juki C«ird. £iqr| U BBjdooq, AirlEnltnal Goa- 
UiloHt si n> tlan. B«gul EdIUga. 9iD.lti.EUtk. 

THE CALLING AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF A GOVERNESS. 
CATLOW^POPULAR CONCHOLOGT; 



CECIL.— STABLE PRACTICE. 



CECIL.— THE STUD FARM; OR, HINTS ON BREEDING 
CONVERSATIONS ON BOTANY. 



CONYBEARE AND HOWSON.— THE LIFE AND EPISTLES 

l.wPflW si TlilDli;Coll«l.CiBWld(t;>li<l Itt Ho. J.B. HonM.'u.A. PriDriaaioi 
tilt C<Ut(lui Isillriitloi, Uniriwl. Vllk «l Bi>R«U(i ■■ HihIuJ 100 Wixi^Cfiu, 
iKlirillDr vtev* pflbv PrlDvlitl Plicei ^nlnt kjjht Afa«k, tna Orlfila«J Pjntan 
Dtde pn Ike ■h: far W. H. Bnlkti, wt (Kkev TnreUcn i ftlw Ma^i, Chrti. PUbb, 
Cobi, ABDiidUtt.«tc. I wJi, 41a. prfce I'.Ai. doU. 

COPLAND.— A DICTIONARY OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE. 

CORNER.— THE CHILDREN'S OWN SUNDAY-BOOK. 
CRESY.- AN ENCYCLOP.SDIA OF CIVIL ENGINEERING. 



r UE9BBa. LONGMAN IHD Co. 



THE CRICKET-FIELD; 






DAVIS. — CHINA DURING THE WAR AND SINCE THE 

FE^Ce. BjRiwJ.f. Davit. FIC-3. Bwt..lBie H. M. PU^potaOaxj In CUqft ]_Co>tniDr 
Hd COBAUdar-la-ckW g( the CqIob^dI [lop|fta«r. S Toll, ftnt Awn, wtik WDOdEula. 



DELABECHE.— THE GEOLOGICAL OBSERVER. 



DELABECHE.— REPORT ON THE GEOLOGY OF CORN- 
DE LA RIVE.— A TREATISE ON ELECTRICITY, IN THEORY 



DENNISTOUN.— MEMOIRS OF THE DUKES OF UEBINOj 



DISCIPLINE. 



D0UBLEDAY^WE3TW00D,ANDHEWITS0N.— THE GENERA 



Cdu. 8, UwiiidOuDbl<<^.l'.UX.,V.Z.a.UUAirinuM£ll>lZ'>ul<f1oillleruUuM 
LnndH. mminUiiriUi Rjfhtr-a^ calannd Plmu frvn DrmvtgfAhj WiC.UBwiHOBt 

EASTLAKE. — MATERIALS FOR A HISTORY OF OIL 

THE ECLIPSE OF FAITH ; OB, A VISIT TO A RELIGIOUS 
acamc. HcwMMh. run *». piiei *>, w. elaifa. 
<• II kmtflmklrrttmtmrr It mil Itrm" WMarUmtf at mtitntct-iJ] •• » IhtU 
itti ./lib vtll3irnfma If *ttj»* U '•» Uibv:! >rU. II b («r>r< u/lifUiI. «< 

(■■•l»i t>H>»a<mI>U«llni7r<»'<"*l«4''»»U<'»>'''T Ir>il«rjn>P<>">. 
■-UU .^«ilt> iialiin f> li'fmHrtl.V myH /,!,!, ii iilUltd ■nt-l-i^^y^mmu. 



NKW WOBKS AND MEW EDITION* I 

THE ENGLISHMAN'S GREEK CONCORDANCE 0¥ THE 

[-EnilEh hU Kaillik-aHik.. itnmt Ubkl, cinhUr n^<lT>l'>l» Ha Is4n! 

THE EKOLISHHAH'S HEBREW AND CHALDEE CON- 

\Heil 0*THI OLH TWrAHINTl Mlf HI UUBM U • TtfM Oouillam kc. 

kiCM(IM>i>4lk>tHlt>hTn»MI«ii •ftt Ii4>in, •Uilitlti FrwRrNOHi 
liOcamHn.Mc.Hi. lidi.njiian. M.IIt.U.elMtilHii FV«.4I. 14a.w. 

EPHEMERA.— THE BOOK OF THE SALMON. 

Uc'silHU, aU lU U<in*'^u^>cilM*ud Ike 'bill >» or JlUrllllT Bmdb^ tt 
i.i_ mu. _i 1 r . -JMmmm rVM ut B>Uu_riT. Br 

if CHc^u~UK~~Bi tfiiw'n Kn 



EPHEMERA.— A HAND-BOOK OF ANGUNO 
THE EXPERIENCE OF LIFE. 

Br Ike AMkiic d itar NntMl, 0nfr>M, tic. fanr. •». l^ch W. (Mk. 

FELICE'S HISTORY OF THE PROTESTANTS OF FRANCE 
FORBES DAHOMBY AND THE DAHOMANS; 

Hiilkilnni^iillVoHMkuullii Uiiat DihiBCr. uid Riilliin u kla Ci«II>l, 
ikcYlui IMtcadiaa. Bj fMicilcHl. folk.., C™«u«lcr, KJ*., »*.B*. Wfak lA 
«Ui urf W»4 l^FHlaf 1. ■fgU.pwtVn.tlc.clMk- 

FORESTER AND BIDDtlLPH^ NORWAY IN 1B48 & 1849: 

"!l^^i. HuMTu'lu Pollikil, MUlMiTi BnlalHu'Rl. >^ BccU Itanatcu. 
r Thoau r«iiiii. Eh. t idC LIihudui H, if. Buaulpk, bril dnUluT. >nih Wn 
■inri^i, ud U «cb->4 riuch an.Ul.dMti. 

FOSS.— THE JUDGES OF ENGUND: 



FRANCIS.— THE HISTORY OF THE BANE OF ENGLAND; 11 
FRANCIS.— A HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH RAILWAY; 
FRANCIS, — CHRONICLES AND CHARACTERS OF THE I 



FREEMAN.— THE LIFE OF THE REV. WILLIAM KIHBY, 



T,Co(><^[c 



TOBL'lBBItt ■! Uusu. LOSQUAS UID Co. 

TEE POETICAL WORKS OF OLIVER GOLDSMITH. 



GRAHAM.— STUDIES FROM THE ENGLISH POETS: 
GRAHAM.— ENGLISH; OR, THE ART OF COMPOSITION. 



GWILT.— AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ARCHITECTURE: 

'"•linlcal. nxmliil, vt PiutlaL Br Juiiik (J*IU. lUnunud Mil) bsh Itu 
■■ niHiuwl taftnliin on WiM, rna DMifni b|J.8.<l*Ul. Mcind ieaa^. alU 



H A M I L T N.-mSCDSSI0N3 IN PBILOSOPHT AND 



HARRISON.~THE LIGHT OF THE F0RGE;_^ 



fwLiGip l^o.pricflb.cblk. 



HAEBY HIEOVEB.— PRACTICAL HORSEMANSHIP. 



NET WOKKB jun> MEW BDIT10M8' 



HARRY HIEOVER.— THE POCKET AND THE STUDj 



HAWKER^INSTRDCTIONS TO YOUNG SPORTSMEN 
HAYDN'S BOOK OF DIGNITIES; 

ladldMl, filUun, Hnl. tM Hidanl. Inm iU Eulliii Firing ui ibt Fif mi 1 

loaplM eUclr h*a <ka ■nsiJl of At FUlle OOcn. ToiKhn-wlit Ibi Sooivlir 



SIR JOHN HERSCHEL.— OUTLINES OF ASTRONOMY. 



HINTS ON ETIQUETTE AND THE USAGES OF SOCIETYj 

WUk.aiu.tiuB.dH.Uu. tfkyxySl. •■HH»r.».k.tk.Hu." HnBdIIIsK, 

HOLLAND.— MEMOIRS OF THE WHIG PARTY DURING MY 

TIHI. Br HnuTWchud Lord UoUud. KdlI>l«TU>B».EIlur W«i4L*ld HoIUnd. 

LORD HOLLAND'S FOREIGN REMINISCENCES.— FOREIGN 
HOLLAND.— CHAPTERS ON MENTAL PHYSIOLOGY. 

jr(AH>7wal>iV>d Ri/MIni, b; Ibi (uii Ai^ihn. an. pricilOa.MTcUiOi. 

HOOK.— THE LAST DAYS OF OUR LORD'S MINISTRY ; 
H0OKER_KEW GARDENSr 



HOOKER AND AENOTT^-THE BBITI3H FLORA; 

PIUU. ttt C«ip«IIt PtuU, lt> CnuH, »il a^nu. BjrStrMr.J.Hiuikli. F.B.A. 
ul L^.eu.. awl a. A. WbUiiiAihi, |XJ>. IJu.olih 11 Fluu, 14i. clmbi « wllb 
tlu tlMUt edging pric> Hi. 

HORlfE.-AN INTRODUCTION TO THE CRITICAL STTJDY 
HORNE.-A COMPENDIOUS INTRODUCTION TO THE 
HOWITT.— THE CHILDREN'S YEAR. 



WILLIAM HOWITT'S BOY'S COUNTRY BOOEj 



HOWITT.— VISITS TO REMAKITABLE PLACES; 

SKCONUaeBiei, cklilT In Ibr Cumuli.! of DUBHA 



HUDSON— THE EXECUTOR'S GUIDE. 

HUDSON.— PLAIN DIRECTIONS FOR MAKING WILLS 



HUGHES CE->— A NEW SCHOOL ATLAS OF PHYSICAL, 
HUGHES (W.)— A MANUAL OF MATHEMATICAL GEOGRA- 

FonuduDsfHu PijinloH. k/wiiiUb Miakn, P.HJi.H. bKl-miiHi irfl>»fn*tTli> 
lb>CUi>U|< KrClnl KEftuui. Iwna* ■ilHn 1 vUb 1 PIbh. r<>p. •«>. tcIci li. U. 



NEW WORKS Ann HEW 



HUMBOLDra ASPECTS OF NATUEE, 
HDMBOIDTS COSMOS; 

Or. aSkelcli •(•FkrrinI DnolHlM •"'• I'lhwi. Tnulatri, vlik tkt ktl^ort 

HDMPHREYS.- SENTIMENTS AND SIMILES OF SHAKS- 



MftS. JAMESON'S SACRED AND LEGENDARY ART; 

Ot, LfiEiiIi ol th> Bilati ud UBmii. Fiui Hutu. Cmiuliilsi. Ltindi of iki 

Apnl>>ii<IArrbui|nl>L tit ElunnlfHi BU A>hii>I»( itiOnitud UaB Vnikna , ika 
Hir<>I<»l Ibi Fuma Hutailii l£i Vliflii FitniiiiiPO, lb* Munrm iki Blikori , ihc 

MRS. JAMESONS LEGENDS OF THE MADONNA, 

loJ^irni^rr ^rt. mk U Dn^S^billl Ai*k«l lUWi»<l']E>inTlBiL S^hk 

LORD JEFFREY'S CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EDINBURGH 



BISHOP JEREMY TAYLOR'S ENTIRE WORKS: 



r'l U/t ifjMmf T^lar, Ml 



Pll!t^^''^-'J•S'*^""'^"'^'l"^J'(°^^Sl''£'*'"'^" 



rOBLIBBBD IT M>9»9. LONQHAN AHD Go. 15 

KMBLE.-THE SAXONS IK ENQLAKD: 

KIPPIS.— A COLLECTION OF HYMNS AND PSALMS FOE 

M.*. ltaci.*i.clolii oili.M.bjonaliinM. Ti. SOPPLBlifeNT Mp""lti t«" m" 

KIRBV^ANp SPENCE.— AN INTKODUCTION TO ENTO- 

^ i^Ji^T™ POETICAL WORKS OF LETITIA ELIZABETH 
•-AXNG— OBSERVATIONS ON THE SOCIAL ANDPOLITICAL 

Si".'/ M',''i?'KHr' ?,H;°°SP" '^'- ^"^''■"■ 

LAINO.— OBSERVATIONS ON THE SOCIAL AND POLI- 
LANG. — FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE FOR THE 
LANG. — AN HISTORICAL AND STATISTICAL ACCOUNT 



LARDNER. —THE GREAT EXHIBITION AND LONDON IN 



DR. FALCK LEBAHN.— GOETHE'S FAUST. 





16 NBW WOKKS mil new EDITIONS 


LARDNEKS CABIKET CYCLOP j:DIi, 




















uS.'^VoInciid w'lSU . 1"1- "tU- 












1. C»»«'iHiHorroir~ict,l>ca<. HK.M. 


w. "Kti.™b, fo-..™. «d 




S.":its'.;^'".°'":'-„.i..M..M. 


'■''•.fi"'S?k'^Jb^.*'i..i. *.«- 


"■ ''i«iK"S:w «'"^<- 


'■%!!j^K-i:b'""°"^'i™i.. ;.. 


lud . V . .■i»..i..ist 




-■-a-f.xK.s-^iii^;'. , ,^„/ 




mP»n.B««A»ili».,i™l..Jili.«* H 


™"V . ■ ■ '"^- "■ 


M. llMc.1HI«i»T<>II"l"d,*'ol«-l»«- (1 


U Da=h.«'. SpHo «»l f»>- , „ „ 


tl. Nlcolu'i Okro=i4«p ol 11 


"■ ...J . . ■ ■ M.I-.I7..W. 


til.«q.. , . 1..I. !..«. 1 


U I>..W.III..«T°[D"- 


«. PblLI,.'Tr~ilM«&Ki. 1 


n«i,8.Bl..."dN"- ^^_ ^^^ 




"-S->~V'""i' -"■ 


M. Pontr'. T«.tU. ». at 
















W. B«A»'> MiUb Ltwjn; 1 —1. *<. M. 




<J. Bt«i'. Hlmrr "1 S'w-,,^ 






"■"5s;;'.ffi;,ts;i.» «.«. 


*"£:".i'j.r.rr>'«u'. ?!! 


"••"jiKiar •'"■..-.. 7. 


*''lm''.'^.?".'^.T''i™l. I..M. 


l».?i..bn*.'ift|»fc"*ai-j^^^^ jj_ 


"■ *°SiSii:i'"; "' f*'.'^! «.!.. 17.. M. 


M. r„...'. "'■■,"'';• 


Vi.x:^^'.y^'<S7:^"^' ^•" 


*'-'"gi^«*' ".""r.^ii^i*."- 










H, iwdHKo'i H.oni ei>- 


SI. mMto-''B«™r ■ ■ I'Ol' ■•■"■ 


A.l»b . . . L'ol. 3..M. 


M. H.rKb.l'«A"™<>W ■ ""I- »•■•'■ 














(7. s»li>ioii-| mt, E<pUJ». 


gi'HllUTToOllX'Ul.d . Iiol- •''«■ 










(t. E.nIlUD.|-> llk>U> ud 






"■ IJUH.~H . . t..U. 17..M. 








"■"S'- *""■" '.°'.".. ...M. 





■•" °-— I 



s. LONQMAH XHD Co. 



EETTEKS ON HAPPINESS. ADDRESSED TO A FRIEND. 
LETTERS TO MY UNKNOWN FRIENDS. 



LINDLEY.— AN INTKODUCTION TO BOTANY. ' 



LITTON.— THE CHDBCH OF CHRIST, 

LORIMER.— LETTERS TO A YOUNG MASTER MARINER 



LODDON.— THE AMATEUR GARDENER'S CALENDARi 

BclDt 1 Honlbl>aiiJdi.ii ID abal (biimld b> ••aldid unIL u iiku ihiiiU tii iMi In • 
•Iwt •i»ui. '« nch Hailk. ol Ibi ttmiii^, Blidi. •nl JuMli.lbu mnu lijiillsii u 

LOODON— THE LADY'S COUNTRY COMPANION; 

Ln^i,"!!!, FsuibEdniDD. ri>iilicj>rSiD„>fttnueuilWoo««u,b.elii<h. ' 

LOUDON'S SELF-INSTEUCTION FOR YOUNG GARDENERS, 

••mt, linnnaim. Prutlol TiiimiiiBiii;. H«hiiilii. Lunil-^milii. 'lmUIuJ 
Pluilaf ud UaptLar, Aicbilecinnl t>r>wlD[. ul lioiuirlnl Pisjef lion an J PmixcU^I 

LOUDON'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF TREES AND SHRUBS: 

■Md Sknki sf Unii Briuli, Hiiii-i ud rsrilia, lUuillnJIr udpopil-irtTdafriUdi 
•Ilk Ibilr rnip>(Hl«i. CiUoni ud Ui» la <M Am. sn. aiik Ifiui Wmiduu, tfin 

i LOUDON'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF GARDENING: 
LOUDON'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AGRICULTURE: 



NBW WOKXB UB NBW EDITIOMI 



fMl| lUlt Nutanl HUlavT, aHUKvuLad br lock DeHripdeu, llfrmvaA fliumft, ui 
■■» ol nirr riHl aUch b b^ Ii^b lcr>H, u<_f^>irik> laJsnuilaa m — rtl.f 



LOUDON'S ENCYCLCff^DU. OF COTTAGE, FARM, AN» 

S^lin I lutlliSn iwiuulM In AuAnkxl tmi Crliical Injuria. lj<* IUIh. 
•llulk|Hn.LgiA>. an>.>illi l/xe WsoJnu, Oi. cMk. 

LODDON'S HOETUS BRITANNICUS; 

Lm>u«| MMm kl W. IL Bulnud 



.i?!ftT£SiSsn^t;£: 



LOW.— ELEMENTS OF PBACTICAL AGRICULTOEE: 

MACAULAY^THE mSTOBT OF ENGLAND, 

MR. MACAULATS CRITICAL ANT) HISTORICAL ESSAYS 

: VOLUHI, wtlk runU lU Ttanu. B^Hn m w^tu. iilta 

rlOt kwlKBltTWiaidlaMU.^II^r'V- 



1 



MACDONALD.— VILLA VEROCCHIO; OR, THE YOUTH OF 
MACKINTOSH'S (SIR JAMESj) MISCELLANEOUS WOEKS: 






OMtlu <■ lk> Woild. BrJ.B.H'ClUHk.KHi UHuMHd wllk III Ihr Hua. N» 
BdlUgn, irilk • B—flniil, oiBiildu Ike Poaiuula of Grm Bfiuln rioBikaCauu si 

ini. iiiiii.Bni.ai.cUik.— Til aurpuiUNr MfuKuir, rriciii.w. 



»tH«4.<KllBaniT><' IocIkUu • Nn BihI'-hi- Ha. Hi. clotki or Ua.iucul, 
kiU'(ou<lanuU.-Tka HUrrUllXNT HfBuolf, )ri<i 4i. M. 

H'CULLOOH^AN ACCOUNT, DESCRIPTIVE, AND STATIS- 

V ud CtlU ul baHilini'lainiillUil. Bj i. A. ll'Clllloik, Ik|.'' M flllCto>| 

M'CDLLOCH^A TREATISE ON THE PRINCIPLES AND 

., ..._.... .._ ■"■■TMirUNUCNU BfVtttl. Bf J.R. 

M, Bd Imrimt. »n. 111. clolk. 

M'COLL0CH.-A TREATISE ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES 

-TTBRMINK THK RJITK OF WHSBS AND TItt CuNDITKXI Oy THI 

lOCLAMU. BrJ-^H'CaUock.lH. Tb). W*. (hU.lUlk. 

MAITLAND^THE CHURCH IN THE CATACOMBS i 

A UMOiinlDO at (ka PrlsMn CkiRk o[ «aao. Ulannlad kr »a BoaaUkia] Kenlu. 
t^CknUiMalUaal. KavlCdlUaa.iailBadiailkBaBniH^Woailciiu. l(n. ]ti. oloik. 



Bnu. Na«K<ailii>,EaiiacUiI. t.gl 

MRS. HARCETS CONVERSATIONS ON POLITICAL 
MRS. MARCET-S CONVERSATIONS ON NATURAL PHILO- 



MBS. UARCETS CONVERSATIONS ON TEOETABLE 

L ta iwafc iM d la c tk* UaBaata af Bataar, with Ibvir Ap^cattaa to 
bwlMliiaa. VoolHt lia.irlikTaarPlun, h. tlalk. 



MRS. MABCErS CONVERSATIONS ON LAND AND WATER. 



MARIOTTI.-FRA DOLCINO AND HIS TIMES r 



NXW WOBXS AMD NEW EDITIONS 



MAUNDEK'3 SCIENTIFIC AND LITERARY TREASURY; 
MAUNTEK'S HISTORICAL TREASURY; 

CiMiprlUDi iGMniJ InmdarunUiUliiioI Unlon^ HIiinit.Asrlnl ui Msdcn, ul 
• Strlti sr urinu HliuiWi vl inri pi^dcIiibI Nuim tUi iiliii i ^anlula. (tdr Bio, 

MAUNDEK'S TREASURY OF NATUKAL HISTORY; 



MAUNDER'S TREASURY OF KNOWLEDGE, 
MAUNDER'S BlOGBfl-HlCAL TREASURY; 



MERIVALE.— A HISTORY OF THE ROMANS UNDER THE 
MERIVALE.— THE FALL OF THE ROMAN REPUBHC: 

A SkinHUViniiltSHluiCiiiRicTof ihi CnaMiaUk. BrttuBn. Ckul'i Mirinli, 

MILNER.-THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 
MONTGOMERY^-ORIGINAL HYMNS FOR PUBUC, SOCIAL, 



JAMES MONTGOMERY'S POETICAL WORKS. 



TDBLIIBID IT HllBU. LOSQXAH IHD Go. 21 

MOORE.— HEALTH, DISEASE, AND REMEDY, 

MOORE.— THE POWER OF THE SOUL OVER THE BODY. 



MOORE.— MEMOIRS, JOURNAL, AND CORRESPONDENCE 



u Ui)Ku. Vob. lll.V-l iVfoilWt.'pH" Jlt.°Juii. ""''"" "" " '" 

MOORE'S POETICAL WORKSi 

h>ol».J.«»..rilt»r»ll,..dl<PI.».,Friu»,.cl«h. 

THOMAS MOORE'S SONGS, BALLADS, AND SACRED SONGS. 



MOORE'S IRISH MELODIES. 
MOORE'S IRISH MELODIES. 

MOORE'S LALLA ROOKH: AN ORIENTAL ROMANCE. 

pHikal Woika, ind ■ VliiRii G D, H.cHk. r.a. Itiig. h. (liilb i I1>,M. la-ii li 
niMik oMmcD. br Utjatj — Ui tai loolitir Sm.wlib ( F\itn bf Wtiull, IVi. «1 

MOORE'S LALLA ROOKH: AN ORIENTAL ROMANCE. 



K8W Wt^xa Am ITKW BOITIOMe 



CWlif>, Loploi. NHlAIUa. Ittp.tn. 



uosHinrs ecclesustical histort, 



MORE.— A CRITICAL HISTORY OF THE LAMSDAQE AND 



MUREATS ENCYCLOPEDIA OF GEOGRAPHY, 

KBUn. lunr^cJ biunr^ lU NumI HLnarr bI uck CniOr, iM lk> IstoaiT, Cwm.' 
mirci^roaaitl inmaneamM, ud CMl ud BhW duu Df ly I^Hciaa. HHiat BAUni 

HEALE.-RISKN FROM THE RANKS ; 



NEAUX— THE RICHES THAT BRING NO SORROW. 
THE EARTHLY RESTING-PLACES OF THE JUST. 



NEA1E.-THE CLOSING SCENE; 

Oi, GItUiIuHt ••' luldillir cmiinuM Id Ike Uil 
Bn. BnklHNiiih, H.A., No Bdlilou, Iwolt 



LIEUTENANT OSBORNS ARCTIC JOURNAL. 

STRAY LIAFES TROH AN MIITTIC JOUINALl DI, Biibun ymUl III tk( FidD 
Hcilaii !• HiRk ol RLi Inkn rruklli'i bpedllln. Br lAoi. Pkinil Oabgra, ■.]«, 



OWEN JONES.— WINGED THOUGHTS. 



OWEN JONES^FLOWERS AND THEIR KINDRED 



TuaiiraiB BT HiXH. MIHOUAK ua Co. 

I OWEN JONES.— STinrre from the gaeden and the 



PROFESSOR OWEN'S LKCTDRES ON THE COMPARATIVE 



\ THE COMPLETE WORKS OF BLAISE PASCJlL j 



PASHLET.— PAUPERISM AND POOR LAWS. 

Sr Riilim PuU<r. M.A , t.C.T.»„ On ot Hn Hilan'i CoibhI, wM bu rdbwaf 

rHDUfCdbfi.cubiUfd AiUiiiii[rTH>ifMCy>u. In. rnu n. M, ilMb. 
CAPTAIN PEEL'S TRAVELS IN NIJBIA.-Jl RIDE THROUGH 



PESCHEL'S ELEMENTS OF PHYSICS, 



PETE«iK)R(MJGH.-A MEMOIR OF CHARLES MOEDAUNT, 

■l«*T& 07 (h* Avthaf 4/ HttUU^aM Tkr CrK^mtit of CMmmtt. t^oU-viti Rvd. 

1 PHILLIPS'S ELEMENTARY INTRODUCTION TO MINERA- 



tIEW WO&KB k>I> NEW 



PHn,LIP3— FIQCRES AND DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PiL.E- 



PORTLOCK. — REPORT OH THE GEOLOGY OF THE 



PyCROFT.— A COURSE OF ENGLISH READING; 



RICH.— THE ILLUSTRATED COMPANION TO THE LATIN 

LHlJileUkjHrLa<auil«cl«4»i(h(bc ArU.HamJkcUIFU.aDd Kvm-i^J Utm of the An.---ntm, 



RIDDLR— A COPIOUS AND CRITICAL LATIN-ENGLISH 

UXICON, rovftdvd «■ Ikt GcMUB-LMll IHcttoiuriri of Dr. WUUbi* Frvaod, Dr Iks 
B«. J. K. RlUle. HJl., of fit.Kdaond UtOtOitor^^ Ntv EdJltoitahh CgrrtclloMk, 
r«i 4D. 111. U. dnik. 

RIDDLE'S COMPLETE LATIN-ENGLISH AND ENGLIsg. 

' ( Tki LuiH-EpaEua DiotHNABr, pEk* 7i. 

RIDDLE'S DIAMOND LATIN-ENGLISH DICTIONARY -. 



rniLiiBSD IT Nuau. LOMOHAN ixu 

RrVKRS.— THE ROSE AMATEUR'S GUIDE: 



ROGERS'S VEGETABLE CULTrVATOR; 

SOGERS. — ESSAYS SELECTED FROM CONTRIBUTIONS 



BOGET.— THESAURUS or ENGLISH WORDS and PHRASES 

CD««likui. B; fTh. lUfit, IC-U.. rjt.B. BMiml KiUlUa, RilHl ud uUiilZ 



KOWTON (?.■)— THE DEBATER: 



Cnfunli H /nilli, tlT' </<^rli/>^t>r CiIimMu. tic. 

MR. ST. JOHN'S NEW WORK ON EGYPT.— ISIS : 



SIR EDWARD SEAWARD'S NARRATIVE OP HIS SHIP- 
SELF-DENIAL THE PREPARATION FOR EASTER. 
SEWELL.— AMY HERBERT. 
SEWELL.— THE EARL'S DAUGHTEE. 



NSW 70KKS A- 



SEWELL^^ANETON PARSONAGE: 



SEWELL— MARGARET PEROT AL. 



SHARPS NEW BRITISH GAZETTEER. 






SHORT WmSTj ITS RISE, PROGRESS, AND LAWS ; 

SINCLAIR.-THE JOIIBNET OP LIFE. 
SINCLAIR— POPISH LEGENDS OR BIBLE TROTHS. 



SIR ROGER DE COVERLET. 



SKETCHES BY A SAILOBi 
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SMEE.— ELEMENTS OF ELECTRO-METALLUBOT. 

tiduf^ I iritt klKmli'rn ^ nBiMi Wiwdiiiu. P«l>io. l[U.H.clc>lV 

THE WORKS OF THE RET. SYDNEY SMITH. 

SBflTH.— ELEMENTARY SKETCHES OF MORAL PHILO- 

SMITa— THE VOYAGE AND SHIPWRECK OF ST, PAUL; 



S»OW,-TOTAGE OF THE PRINCE ALBERT IK SEARCH 



TBE LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE OF THE LATE ROBERT 



SOOTHETS COMMON-PLACE BOOKS. 

rH«(Hi -nk CtOtitlamt In th> ninan •! Hum (id UmBH 1> E^ud i >. 

Uttc4 kf Ikl's^. lata Wool' Winn, ■£. 4 v< 
■kI 0*«u>a-rk»B«k,c«tlMlB HhLT, narbi 



t^JSiRS 



SOUTHETS THE DOCTOR ETa 

CwrMi 1> On Vshmi. ULHd kr <l>t >n. Isli WoiJ Wiinr. Wtik FIi 

SOUTHETS LIFE OF WESLEY, 

«iil>lHai4Fr,j«iwiilHMksilaB, Niw l[dltlM,vHkHMH bilWIUBuiHll 
CoUrUni aid Cmuti *■ ik< LUi ud RkirEcntotJoti WidiT.kr ik< Iiii Al« 
EMti. WlndkjikiKiT.C.C.IiiiIkt;, IIJk.l<aIi.>n>.iiUtI>aFntnli>,ll.k.i 

ROBERT SOUTHEY-S COMPLETE POETICAL WORKS: 



28 NEW WOKKB AND NEW BDITIONS 

SOUTHETS SELECT WORKS OF THE BRITISH POETS, 



STEEL'S SHffMASTER'S ASSISTANT, 

'""'^^.tlii'L 

STEPHEN.— LECTURES ON THE HISTORY OF FRANCE. 
STEPHEN-ESSAYS IN ECCLESIASTICAL BIOGRAPHY. 

FioB TW MibM> tbrinr. Br lU fU(bl UnwuUlaMr JuHiBHrkn, U3.,LI..D 

SecDWI Hllimi. I iiiU.aiii.Mi.Floth. 

STOW.— THE TRAINING SYSTEM, THE MORAL TRAINING 
SUTHERLAND— JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE IN BAFFIN'S 

ll.D.,ll.llX^&I..SwiK*IDU»tiipv"Ut>ii. ivilli TmoUmd cCmiu kr A.Pr— — ' 

SWAIN.-ENGLISH MELODIES. 

SYMONS.— THE MERCANTILE MARINE LAW. 

TATE. — EXERCISES ON MECHANICS AND NATURJLL 

TnlDllv CvUm, TiricWiibiiii. NtirlUl^ll. lIll».ll.clllU.-Kkr',prlHl>.M. 



TATE— THE PRINCIPLES OF MECHANICAL PHILOSOPHY 



TATLOK.— THE AUTOBIOGEAPHT OF B, R. HAYDON, 



TAYIOE— LOYOLA: AND JESUITISM 



THIRLWALL.— THE HISTORY OF GREECE. 

Brtlie millt Ho. Ul LHd KlUp or Si. DiilllV fthi Rii. CoiDllpTliLriwilLI. An la- 

HISTORY OF GREECE, FROM THE EARLIEST TIME 

«liWi>Tniri«ir>Hliuinoian(ci. Br Dr. Lmikud Mnln. F.iL,Sx!l k«ur I<*^ 
)U(>3clu<ail(E<UDkiirih. Hxood Kdldlis. ISao. 7l.U.cloil. 
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MEW WOXXS Axa KEW 



THOUSOICS TABLES OF INTEREST, 



THE THUHB BIBLE; 

TOMLINE'S INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY OF THE 

Pnnliirf Iki AIlkBUcUr ud llqtrHtoa Irf tkl HilllSci<ililni| ■ SaaMMir of Ih 



H^k-OX. (•olt.aiii.llb.iMk. 

TOWNSEND^THE LIVES OF TWELVE EMINEST 

InimMa*,St^.MJi.afi. rnu. On, Mi. dDtt. ' 

TUBKER.— THE SACRED HISTOKT OF THE WOELD, 

AIUBpu< U k> PUImfUcillr IDHlfml, la ■ hria ol LDBn ■* ■ S*^ >• U 
THai. r.a.A. Id K.JI.Il.LrilfMkUlUin,Mlti4 b> lfe< Hr. IMuf TUHI. > 

TUBNEIL— A NEW EDITION OF SHARON TURNER'S 



TUENER— THE HISTORY OF THE ANGLO-SAXONS, 



URE— DICTIONARY OF ABTS, MANUFACTDBES, AND 

MUnS E CoauLUiir ■ clHi EnoilllH ml Otli FriBclplci ma4 trhcOcw. Br Amdtrw Ur. 



WATEBTON.—ESSAYS ON NATURAL HISTORY, 





nSUHiD Bt HmM. LONOMAN uib Co. 31 


THE TBAVELLEK'S LIBRAKT, 
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AW. HOEAGB WUPOLB. »r Tbnnu 


<M kl. SHIPWIlErK. Abrid(M Dm tkl 
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LOKB BACON. Bf TViiu B.U111UD 










BKrrTAKV H.1 Ik. BtU^ , vllk R«uikl 
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ALARIC WATTS'S POETRY AND PAIKTING^LYRICS OF 



■WEBSTER AKD PARKE3'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF DOMESTIC 

KONOltri Cnnpfilnfioik intjnii u III BHi iKswIluilr coiDicud «llk Hour- 



WHEATLEY.— THE ROD AND LINE; 



LADY WILLOUGHBYS DIARY. 

SU)! NnKdlilDDi liTiioFuu. IKiivt[i»lKipBn.>L lick, koudi, SClgLWk. 

WILMOT'S ABRIDGMENT OF BLACKSTONE'S COMMEN- I 

Aofkl. l^BOr ftiet Si. 4^. cloth. 



Aofkl. l^BOr ftiet Si. S'. cloth. 

■WOOD'S ELEMENTS OF ALGEBRA, 

■•Jinri.biTHaH Lial. B.l>. lui ftlloii ol «*dl«l 
CimllMii. aio.pilo ISi.S<.cl«)>. 

LUND'S COMPANION TO WOOD'S ALGEBRA; 

YOUATT^THE HORSE. 






YOUATT^THE DOG. 
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T,Goo<^le 
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